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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following papers :—

From E. D. MACLAGAN, Esq, 0.8., Officiating Under Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department (Meteorology),
to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Calcutta, the
91st December 1892, No. 3578-1.

With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter No. 649, dated the
16th September last, I am directed to forward copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s
Secretary of State, No. 111, dated 10th November 1892, and of its enclosures, and
to request that during the visit to Madras of the Meteorological Reporter to the
Government of India he may be fully consulted on the different points referred to
" therein. Mr. Eliot has been instructed to report on the correspondence and to submit
a copy of his report to the Government of Madras. I am desired to ask that the
Government of India may be favoured with tbe views of His Excellency the Governor
in Council on any recommendations that may be made by Mr. Eliot.

9. I am toadd that Mr. Michie Smith’s services as Officiating Astronomer,
Madras, may be retained till such time as permanent arrangements are made for the
new observatory.

—

Excrosures.

Despatch from the Right ITonorable Lord KIMBERLEY, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for
India, to His kxcellency the Most Honorable the Governor-General of India in Council,
dated India Office, London, 10th November 1892, No. 111 (Revenue).

[ South India Observatory.]

On receipt of your Exegllency’s letter No. 87, dated the 7th June 1892, concerning the
proposed observatory in the highlands of the South of India, I caused a reference to be made
to the Indian Observatories Committee and to

Lotter to Genersl Donnelly and to the Astronomer Royal, theSolar Physics Committee, and I now forward

aated 8th July 1892. copy of the correspondence noted i i

Reply fsom Geneer Donnelly, dated 22nd July 1892. Py P \ tec.l in the margin.

Resolutions of Indian Observatories Committee, dated 26th 2. 1 shall await the definite proposa,ls of
October 1892. your Government upon the matter. The Solar

Physics Committee, it will be seen, suggest
that, if funds are not available for equipping a new complete observatory with two branches, the
furtherance of solar physics in India would be the greater bemefit to science, while astronomical
requirements could for the time be met by the Madras Observatory. For solar physics observa-
tions costly buildings would not, it is added, be required. Your Government will, no doubt,
consider carefully this view of the matter, before you decide to recommend the establishment
and equipment of & complete new observatory.

No. 1. :
R. & 8. 966. Tndia Office,
8th July 1892.
Sir, :
I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Couneil to forward copies of the papers

marginally noted regarding proposals made

Government of India letter No. 95, dated 2nd Decem- for the establishment of an Imperial Observa.

1, with all enclosures, ., 1 :
G::ernlx?x?éﬁt 1of India letter No. 37, dated 7th June tory for India, on a site to be chosen in the

1892, with all enclosures. highlands of Southern India. The outlines ho
the scheme are sketched in & memorandum by
Mz. Jobn Eliot, Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India, o )
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. Before accepting Mr. Eliot’s or any other scheme, the Government of India desire to receive
9r1tlclsn}s and suggestions on the general outlines of Mr. Eliot’s scheme. Viscount Cross accord-
1ngly directs me to ask that he may be favoured with the criticisms and advice of the Observa-
tories Committee upon the proposals that have been made, and especially upon the point whether
an astronomer competent to perform the work required could be obtained for a term of years on
a salarg'hof Rs. 700 a month, rising by yearly increments of Rs. 50 to a mazimum of Rs. 1,200
a month.

I have, &e.,

HORACE WALPOLE.
The Astronomer Royal.

No. 2.

. R. & 8. 966. India Office,
ir, 8th July 1892.
I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward copies of the papers

marginally noted r '

Government of India letter No. 95, dated 2nd Decem- for ﬁ: o est}; blishme 1:38'9-f1‘dlflg’1 PTOROSaIS made
ber 1891, with all enclosures. t for Indi nt of an mperial Observa-

Government of India letter No. 37, dated 7th June 1892, ory lor ndia, on a site to be chosen in the
with all enclosures. highlands of Southern India. The outlines of

the scheme are sketched i
Mr. John Eliot, Meteorological Reporter to the Government of In?]i:..c od in & memorandum by

Before accepting Mr. Eliot’s or any other scheme, the Govern . . )

criticisms and suggestions on the general outlines of Mr. Elir(?t?’rs]ts%fhg:gl?' %’?g}e to treéelve
accordingly directs me to ask that he may be favoured with the criticisms and ado,un fross
Solar Physics Committee upon the proposals that have been made, and especially u va& of the
whether Mr: Michie Smith, who is now officiating as Grovernment As*r(?nomex.'y Mp dn e point
be & suitable Superintendent of the Solar Physics Section of the Indian Observata ut rhe, would
lished in the south of the Peninsula. vatory to be estab-

I am, &o.,

General Donnelly, C.B. HORACE WALPOLE.

" No. 3.

Science and Art Department,

South Kensington,

Sir, 22nd July 1892.

The meeting of the Committee was, owing to the absenc :

members and other causes, only attended by Professor J. No:nf;gmLEﬁ?(?.n lgf sfe veral (gf ﬁs

Da.rw%, Capt?inIAbney, and myself. yor, Lrotessor fx. 2.
o carefully considered the papers forwarded in Mr. Wa ¥

(R. & 8. 966), and we had the advantage of having before us ltrl)xczale\rsie&:tff glethzstsrt)l;gngi

gzy;léeﬁzl;ral Strfae}}:ey, and Mr. Blanford, whom it had been possible to consult by post before

The opinion of the gentlemen who met here on the 20th Jul i
views expressed in Mr. Eliot’s scheme of the 13th October 1891 yi?%iﬁ]??x?}ile};sltzo%ﬁ]‘;: ?ff th:
observatory was constituted for both mathematical and physi::al astronomy. with two la,sf;:)-
nomers with equal salaries, one in charge of each branch, some general regula}t’i‘ons would be laid
down as to one of therft being the superior officer in all matters of discipline, and that each should
take charge of the other’s branch of the observatory during the absence of t,he latter from illness
leave, or any other cause. »

The arrangements proposed for testing the capabilities of the various stations for the future
observatory scem to us to be well adapted for the purpose.

Should funds not permit the establishment of & complete observatory with the two branches
referred to, we are of opinion that the greater bepefit to science would be secured if the conditions
of India were utilized for the furtherance and extension of solar and allied studies, rather than
in the prosecution or dgplicatim} of work which is fairly provided for elsewhere in’ both hemis-
pheres. The astronomical requirements for time purposes are already provided in the present
equipment of the Madras Observatory. )

Tt may also be stated that the experience already gained at South Kensington in the conduct
of the work in solar physics shows conclusively that no large initial expenditure on buildings is
essential. On points of this nature detailed infor nation can be given if required.

-
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In transmitting these remarks, we beg leave to express a hope ithat the continuity of the
photographie registration of sun spots in India may not be broken, as it is only by the Indian
co-operation that the present nearly c.omplete record has been secured, with great advantage to
science.

With regard to Mr. Michie Smith’s qualification for the post of Director of the Physical
Observatory, we feel ourselves in considerable difficulty in expressing any very definite opinion,
having so little personal knowledge of his work and acquirements. But we are not aware of
there being any one better qualified for the post at present in India, and his limited experience
of this branch of investigation might be met by his being allowed to come to England to work
at it for a short time.

In making these remarks, we think it only right to state that the letters already referred to
from the Astronomer Royal, General Strachey, and Mr. Blanford, written independently and
without personal discussion, contain somewhat divergent views with regard to the precise relative
position of the two Directors. But it is obviously too early to discuss a detail of this nature,
and we have therefore thought it unnecessary to wait till after the recess, when a fuller meeting
of the Committee might be held.

The enclosures to Mr. Walpole’s letter are returned herewith, as requested.

I have, &e.,

. W. D. DONNELLY.
The Under Secretary of State for India.

No. 4.

Ruisorurions of the Indian Observatories Committee, passed at their meeting on
26th October 1892.

1. The Committee highly approve of the proposal to establish an Imperial Observatory for
India, on a sight to be chosen in the highlands of Southern India.

9. The Committee are of opinion that an Astronomer and a Superintendent of the proposed
Solar Physics Section, competent to perform the work required, could probably be obtained for
the proposed salary of Bs. 700 a month, rising by yearly increments of Rs. 50 to a maximum of
Rs. 1,200 2 month.

3. The Committee consider it advisable that, at any rate in the commencement, the Astro-
pomer should be rega.nfed- officially as the head of the whole observatory.

4. The Committee, from personal knowledge of Mr. Smith’s ability and -attainments, are of
opinion that he would be & very suitable Superintendent of the proposed Solar Physics Section of
the Imperial Indian Observatory.
' ' (Signed)  KELVIN,
961k October 1892. Chaivman.

] .

From E. D. MACLAGAN, Esq, C.8, Officiating Under Secretary to the
Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department (Meteorology),
to the Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India, dated Calcutta,
the 21st December 1892, No. 3576-1. ) _

I am directed to forward copy of a despatch .from Her Majesty’s Secretary of
State, No. 111, dated i0th November 1892, and of its enclosures, and to request that
during your visit to Madras you will be good enough to discuss with the Madras
Government the questions therein referred to and submit your recommendations
regarding them to the Government of India with your proposed report on the best site
for the new Imperial Observatory. It will be advisable that, among other matters,
you should state— | .

(1) whether you can recommend the establishment of a Solar Physics Obser-
vatory or continuance of the Astronomical Observatory alone ;
(2) whether in the former case you would recommend that Mr. Michie Smith
should have superintendence of the solar physics observations ;
(3) what part of the work hitherto conducted at the Madras Astronomical
: 1%)bservatory <hould be continued, if only a Solar Physics Observatory
be maintained in its entirety,
and that you should submit a rough estimate of the cost of your proposals,

’
.
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2. Tam to request that a copy of your report may be forwarded, at the same time
to the Madras Government,. ’

——

No. 3577-1.
Copy forwarded to the Government of Madras for information,
(By Order).

(Bigned)  E. D. MACLAGAN,
- O0fy. Under Secretary

OxrpEr—dated 4th January 1893, No. 3, Public.
Recorded.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. Moses.
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E. D. MACLAGAN, Esg., C.s.,

Ofg. Under-Secretary to the Government of India,
To | |

The Chisef Secretary to the Governmant, of Mairas.

Calculta, the . "Z/‘/ 6)éc'emberv- ,m

. &
M Y

" Revenue and Agricultural ) ¥
S e A

Department.

(MQteorology) SIR,

‘ With.referenge to the'correspondéhce endihg‘
yith your letter No.649 dated the 16th September |
last, I am directed to forward éopy’of a Desbatch
from Her Majesty's Secretary of State;Noblll, dat ed

10th November 1892, and of i+g onclosures, and to

reques that, iurlng the visit to Mairas of the
HetSOPOIOFlbal Renorter to the Covnrnment of Tndla
he may be- fully consulted on the dlpferent p01nt

referrnd to therein. Mr. Ellrt has been 1nst“ucted' '

t0 report on the corrpsponienge and to submit, a oqpy:‘

of his renort to0 the Govnrnmnnt of Ma:lras. I am g

d951red to ask that the ! rovornment of Ind1a.may be

favoured w1+h the views of Ili§ Fxcellency the

Governor in Couneil on any recommenda+1nns that may
\be made by Mr.Eliot. S | - ’**&n;

2. 1 -

« L am to add that Mr.Michig- -Smith's serv1oes as

Officiating Astronomer, Madras, may be retalned till

such



gych time 28 P

. the New Observatory..

\

grmanent, arrangeménts dre made for
! :
1 have ‘the honor to be,
Sir,

your most obedient, servant,

‘;;1A;udhu7;o¢o
Offgﬁ Under-Secretary.

|-
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. -~ India Office, oo
! Londop, 10th November 1892. o
Revenue, R |
No. 111. - S
. - C 3
: T | :
i X ad §
To His Exvellency The Most Honourable The Governor
General of India in Counecil. 4
. {
My Lorp MARQUIS, -
- . Observator . On receipt of your Excellency’s Letter, Do
 South India Observalory: No. 37, dated the 7th June 1892, concerning the -
< proposed observatory in the highlands of the South T
of India, I caused a reference to be made to the o
Indian Observatories Committee and to the Solar b
____———DPhysics Committee, and I now forward copy of the o
. - ~ correspondence noted in the margin.*
‘ ,ral Donnelly and to the ‘ _ ' } i
:_ Iﬁ:ﬁ; tﬁoﬁ,ﬁ?‘:f;ed g:;,“?ply‘ymllsg-z? 9. 1 shall await the definite proposals of your Apy
ASI{;)ply trom General Donmelly, dated 220d  Goveinment upon the matter. 'Ihe Solar Physics W
uly 1892. . . Committee, it will be seen, suggest that, if funds 5
July 3 f Indian Observatories . R .
" Resolutiont  226th October 1892. are nob available for equipping a new complete . .
Commitiee T2 observatory with two branches, the furtherance of#
solar phayiges’rxTngita Woilia "Wetiie gredver Uenefit

to scicnce, while astronomical req‘uirements could
for the time be met by the Madeas Observatory.
For solar physics observations ‘costly buildings .
would not, it is added, be required, Your Govern-
ment (will, no doubt, consider carefully this view
of the matter, before you decide to ré om&nd the
establishment and eqipment of+a complete new.

' _ observ atory. R -

A

]

I have the honour to]ge* ' ,
My Lord Marquis, . : v
‘Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant . |

(Signed) KIMBERLEY.

22695, 1. 2795, A - , 3
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EN‘CLOSI},‘RES.

N\ !
No. 1.

R. & S. 966.
Sir,
I am directed
-
» Government of India Letter, No. 95,
dated 2nd December 1891, with all en-

closures. .
Government of India Letter, Neo. 37, dated

=th June 1892, with all enclosures.

outlines of the

India Office,
8th July 1892.

the Sccretary of State for India in Council

to forward copies of the papers
marginally noted* regarding pro-
posals made for the establishment
of an Imperial Observatory for
India, on a site to be chosen in the
highlands of Southern India. The

scheme arc sketched in a Memorandum by Mr. John

Eliot, Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India.

Before accepting Mr. Eliot’s or

any other scheme, the Government of

India desire o reccive criticisms and suggestions on the general outlines

of Mr. Eliot’s scheme.

Viscount Cross accordingly directs me

to ask

that he may be favoured with the criticisms and advice of the Ob-
sorvatories Committee upon the proposals that have been made, and
especially upon the point whether an astronomer competent to perform
the work required could be obtained for a term of years on a salary of
Rs. 700 a month, rising by yearly increments of Rs. 50 to a maximum

of Rs. 1,200 a month,

The Astronomer Royal.

-

enclosures. e
Government of ITndia Letter, No - 37, dated

7th June 1892, with all enclosures.

of the scheme are

I have, &c.,
HoracE WALPOLE.

Tmperial Observatory for India, on
a site to be chosen in the highlanas
of Southern India. The outlines

sketelied in a Memorandum by Mr. John Eliot,

Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India.
Beforc accepting M. ELot’s or any other scheme, the Government of

India desire to receive criti cisms and suggestions on the general outlines

of Mr. Eliot’s scheme. S
that he may be favoured vvith the
Physies Committce upon
especially upon

iscount Cross accordingly directs me to ask
te)

criticisms and advice of the Solar

the proposals that have heen made, and
the point whether Mr. Michic Smith, who is now

officiating as Government Astronomer, Madras, would be a suitable

Superintendent of the Solar Physics Section of the Indian Observatory

to be established in the soutth of the Peninsula.

General Donnelly, C.B. .

I am, &c., ‘
Horacr WALPOLE.

—e

22695, A

-
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No. 2. 1 % -
. ;. India Office, *‘\‘

Sir, B. & 8., 966 8th July 1892. "
I am directed by tlre Secretary of State for India in Council to
forward copics of the papers mar-
* Government of India Letters No. 93, ginally noted,* regarding proposals
dated 2nd  December 1891, with all 4 e for the establishment of an
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No. 3.
Science and Art Department,
s } : South Kensington,
ir, . 22nd July 1892.

The meeting of the Committee was, o'wing

%ontflon of several of its members and other c%ug()esf l;il;b:;)tr(l;;lede%(g;
I le-g ;slsyosl(; l{‘ Norman Lockyer, Professor G. H§ Dal'wl}ll,lCaptainr Abney,

We carefully considered the papers forarded in Mr ole’s
lettfzr of the 8th July (R. & S.,p9£6), and jve had thelgldvx;lpglzz
hagml%‘{ beflca)xl'e ‘c%s t(}le vi]ews of the Astronomei§ Royal, General Stra%hey
an r. Blanford, whom it had been podsi ‘ ¢
before tho snesting. possible to consult by post

The opinion of the gentlemen who met here on the 20th July was
generally in favour of the views expressed in Mr. Eliot’s schen{e of
the 13th .October 1891, it being understood that if one observator
was constituted for both mathematical and physical astronom witl{
two astronomers with equal salaries, one in c}harge of each brancl?r’ some
general regulations would be laid down as/'to one of them beine the
superior officer in all matters of discipline, and that each shouldctake
charge of the other’s branch of the observaiory during the absence of
the Iatter from illness, leave, or any other cause. 7

The arrangements proposed for testing the! capabilities of the various
stations for the future observatory secm to us to be well adapted for the
purpose.

Should funds not permit the establishment of a compiete o :
with the two branches referred to, we are of opinionpthat thze?;:ﬁg
benefit to science would be secured if the conditions of Indi; were

utilized for the furtherance and extension ,of sclar and allied studies,. 4
.an in the prosecution or duplication of work which is fairl, .
provided for elsewhere in both hemispheres. | The astronomical l'equire);»

_ments for time purposes are already provided in the present equi
£ the Madras Obsell)'vatory. f P qlf;lgfment
¥t may also be stated that the experience: already gained at South
. sington in the conduct of the work in solar physics shows con-
"Giasively that no large initial expenditure on buildings is essential. On
points of this nature detailed information can be given if required.

Tn transmitting these remarks, we beg leave to express a hope that
the continuity of the photographic registra tion of sun spots in India
may not be broken, as it is only by the Indian co-operation that the
present nearly complete record has been sccured, with great advantage

o]

to science.
With regard to Mr. Michie Smith’s qu ahification for the post of

Director of the Physical Observatory, we fecl ourselves in considerable
‘difficulty in expressing any very deﬁnitc!opinion, having so little
personal knowledge of his work and acquirements. But \30 are not,
aware of there being any one better qualified for the post at present in
India, and his limited experience of this brageh of investigation might
be met by his being allowed to tome to England to work at it for a
short time.

In making these remarks, we think it only right to state that the
Jetters already referred to from the Astronomer Royal, General Strache
and Mr. Blanford, written independently and without personal diZ:
ntain somewhat divergent views with regard to the preeisc
relative position of the two Directors. But it is obviously too carly to
discuss a detail of this nature, and wc have therefore thought it
unnecesary to wait till after the recess, when a fuller meeting of the

Nommittee might be held.

cussion, cO

5
The enclosures to Mr. Walpole's_ letter are returned herewith, as

requested.
I have, &ec.,

W. D. DONNELLY.

The Under Secretary of Stale
for India.

No. 4.

Resolutions of the Indian Chservatories Committec, passed at their
Meeting «n 26th October 1892.

prove of the proposal to establish an

1. The ‘Committee highly p
on a site to be chosen in the highlands

Imperial Qbservatory for Indii,
of Southern India.

9. MThé Committee are of opinion that an Astronomer and a Superin-
tendent of .the proposed Sol:x Physics Section, competent to perform
the workrequired, could protably be obtained for the proposed salary
of Rs. 700 a month, rising by yearly increments of Rs. 50 to a maximum

of Rs. 1,200 a month.

3. The Committec
mencement, the Astronomer sioul
the whole observatory.

4. The Committee, from person
and attainments, are of opitlon tha
Superintendent of the proposed Solar
Indian Observatory.

consider it advisable that, at any rate in the com-
d be regarded officially as the head of

al knowledge of Mr. Smith’s ability
t he would be a very suitable
Physics Section of the Tmperial

(Signed)  KELVIN,
Chairman.

926th October 1892.

ar th



[

N

N o._éézé

, /
FrROM
E. D. MACL.AGAN, Esg., C.8.,
of3- Under-Secretary tb the Government of India,
To

Revenue and Agricultural
. Depaxtment.

(Met, eorology)

RS

The Meteorolcsical Reporter to

the Government of India.

yA
Calcutta, the R/ §2 December

1892 -
SIR,

I am directed to forward copy of a Despatch from
Her Majesty's Searetary of State No.111 dated 10th
November 1392, and of its enclosures, and to request
that during four visit to Vadras you will be good
enough to discuss with the Madras (‘:ove:rnment he
the questionstherein referrad to and mﬂJmit your

recommendations regarding them to the Government of

India with your proposed revort on the best site for |

+he new Imperial Observatory. Tt ix will be advis-
able that among other matters you should state =
(1) Whether you can recommend the establish-
ment o a Sclar ABhysics Observatory or
contimance of the Astronomical Ohserva-
tory a.one.
(2) Whether in thie formsr case you would
recomrend that, Mr.Mi éhie—Smit,h should have
p

superitenience of the Solar Physics

Ohzgrrs “ el

E ]

%113



cy
: (3) "hat vart of the work hitherto conducted at, the Mad»
: i | Astronomical Observa*.,,ory should he contimed, if oﬁ'ly-"a
| Solar Physics Ob 391"-’511tory be maintained in its'enti-ret,y.
and that you should submit a roush estimate of our provosals.
2. I am to request that a COLy of your Renort, may be forwarded
b at the same time to the Madras fovernment,.
I have %.,
{ Signed )  E.D.Maclagan,
0ffg: Under-Secretary.
No. 35 77 )
/
Copy- forwarded to the Goverpmen of Madras for information.
‘ By order,
. | ,./\: !
T - 0f £g: T\Inder'-Se)cretar:y.
.
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