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RepoRT BY THE PROTECTOR OF TUMIGRANTS,

The Honorable
The Acting Colonial Secretary.

I deferred making avy observations on the enclosed letter

from the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras earlier,
as I thought the Goverrment of India would probably address
the Secretary of State for India on the obsorvations made by the
Protector of Emigrantsat Madras.
9. T am not surprised at the remarks of the Protector of
Emigrants at Madras on our return Emigrants as for years past
I have foreseen that difficnlties would arise sooner or later with
the Indian Governmaunt in regard to the return to that country
of our aged and infirm paupers. And it was for this reason that
Grst in 1889 and again in 1891, see yot ¢ M. P. 789/89 and
7589/91, that T earuestly recommended a change in the existing
system of poor law relief. My efforts in this direction, however,
did not, I regret tc say, mect with any success.

3. What happens now is this, &n. aged or sickly Indian
applies for out-door relief—he is referred by ‘me to the Poor
TLaw Commissioner, who informs him that he can only obtain
relief by becoming an inmate of the. Barkly Asylum, which
menns of course that he is to be confined there and deprived of
the consolation of living with his friends or relatives, if he has
any. On hearing this, he comes to this office and applies for a
free passage to his native country, which is givea to him.

4. The Pr.tector of Emigrants at Madras is mistaken in
supposing that any {mmigrant is sent ack to India against his
will, as, during all the years that I have heen at the head of
this Department, no immigrant has ever been sent back to India
¢xcopt on his own request that a free passage be granted to

him.

5. With regard to the 7 lepers alluded to as being ina
most horrible condition, T have to stats that I examined them
all before departure and found that none of them iwere suffering
from open sores. That their condition was horrible is of course
too true, but then the condition of all lepers is very terrible and
very hortible. Tt must, however, be rememnbered that, when these
were emigrated to this Colony, they wers promised, under Order
in Council of 1842, return passages to India, without thab
promise being coupled with any condition as to their state of
health when they applied to be sent back; or they were granted
free passages auder Art. 160 of the pres:nt Labour Law, andI
do nob see how the privilege of return pissage which is legally
due could now be suppressed. Again ‘¢ you prevent pauper
Jepers from returning to their heme, vou must aiso prevent
Jepers who are able to pay their passage iroim doing so, as any
Jaw to prevent lepers from gravelling wv st necessarily affect rich

and poor alike.

J F. TROTTER,

Prot ctor of Immigrants,

sth, September, 1892.
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Remarks of the Protector of Emigrants, Madras, res-
pecting the present practice of sending back to
India old and infirm paupers and lepers.

o

Tape CHIEF SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF Mapras
TO THE ActING COLONIAL SECRETARY.

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary,
Mauritius.

Sir,

T am directed to forward for the consideration of the Gov-
ornment of Mauritins copy of “the remarks of the Protector of
Emigrants, Madras, on the batch of Emigrants recently returned
in the S. S, Fultala. 1am tosay tbat a copy has also been for-
warded to the Government of India.

I have, &c.,

Freperick PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

———r

REMARES BY THE PROTECTOR OF EMIGRANTS.

—

The S. 8. « Fultala” arrived here with 227 returned Emi-
grants for Madras from Mauritius on the morning of the 29th.
altimo. The coolies were at once landed and the usual inspection
by the Medical Inspector and myself was made. There were no
complaints of any note and the coolies expressed themselves
highly pleased with the treatmeot they had experienced both
on board and in the Colony. 61 paid their passage back, 11
were sent to hospital and the rest were returned to their respective
destinations. With the exception of the passengers, all were
literally penniless. Some of these were very old and infirm and
scarcely likely to live out another year, and a few of them told
me that they had no relations left in the world. They all hoped,
however, to get some assistance in the neighbourhood of their
old homes. I consider it very hard that they should be returned
to this country more dead than alive either to be let loose npon
the world and to risk dying from hunger or disease or to be mere
hunger on to some already pauper family. Emigrants of this
kind should be returned, if at all, when they have still some vi-
gour and are yet capable of earning their livelihood, or the Gov-
ernment in whose interest they have been working should make
some provision to keep them from want in their old age. The
present mode of disposing of these coolies by the Mauritius Gov-
ernment is only adding to an already famine threatened popula-
tion. Iwas told that these coolies insisted on being returned,
but I very much question the truth of this statement. They
seemed to me to be perfectly indifferent. There were 7 lepers.
They were all of them ina most horrible condition and should
not, in my opinion, have been sent on board with the very serious
risk of spreading the disease. It is doubtful whether they could
‘have been properly isolated on board. I arranged with some
difficulty to have them admitted into the Leper Hospital. There
were no deaths and no births, One was landed in excess of the
number for Madras.

The coolies brought savings amounting to Rs, 5,839,

Som———e—r



REPORT

Of the TMAIGRATION COMMITIEE 0D the remarks of the
Protector of Bmigrants ab Madras respecting the
present practice of sending back to India old and
infirm paupers and lepers.

——

PRESENT :

The Honorable the Protector of Immigranbs,—Chairman.
— the Acting Auditor General,
— H. Leclézio,
— L. de Rochecouste.

Also in attendance :

The Honorable the Procureur General,

the Receiver General,

the Acting Collector of Customs,

the Surveyor General,

Dr., B. Chastellier, Acting Chief Medical
Officer.

P

——e

Your Committee, after reading the papers in- this case and
hearing their Chairman, recommend the Council to authorize the
Protector of Tmmigrants to give n small sum per mensem to any
of the applicants for back passage Who determiue to remain here
instead of returning to their native counbry, the said sum to be
paid oub of the item BDOW voted annually for back passages of
Tmmigrants.

9. The Protector shonld lay a return monthly before the
Council of Government, giving the names of the Immigrants to
whom any sum has been granted by him, the amount granted,
the period for which it has been given, and the reason why 1t
has been allowed.

J. F. TROTTER,
Council Chambers,
97th, October 1892. Chairman.

Read at a meeting of the Council of Government
held on the 20th. December 1892, and adopted with the
following amendment, moved by the Honorable Dr. V.
Rohan and seconded by the Honorable H. Leclézio :—

That after the word passage in the fourth line
of the first paragraph ihe following words be
inserted :—

provided they Dbe neither lepers or sufe
Sering from Phthisis.

Wi C. RAE,
Acting Clerk to the

Coﬁ’ncil of Government,

e
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REPORT

Of the TaMIGRATION COMMITIEE 0N the remarks of the
Protector of Emigrants at Madras respecting the
present practice of sending back to India old and
infirm paupers and lepers.

———

PRESENT :

The Honorable the Protector of Immigranbs,-—Ghaiﬂrman.
— the Acting Auditor General,
— H. Leclézio,
— L. de Rochecouste.

Also in attendance :

The Honorable the Procureur General,

the Receiver General,

the Acting Collector of Customs,

the Surveyor General,

Dr. E. Chastellier, Acting Chief Medical
Officer.

i

——

Your Committee, after reading the papers in this case and
hearing their Chairman, recommend the Council to authorize the
Protector of Immigrants to give a small sum per mensem to any
of the applicants for back passage who Jdetermine to remain here
instead of returning to their native country, the said sum to be
paid out of the item now voted annually for back passages of
Tmmigrants.

9. The Protector shonld lay a rveturn monthly before the
Council of Government, giving the names of the Immigrants to
whom any sum has been granted by him, the amount granted,
the period for which it has been given, nnd the reason why it
has been allowed.

J. F. TROTTER,
Council Chambers,
97th. October 1892. Chairman,

Read at a meeting of the Council of Governmen®
held on the 90th. December 1892, and adopted with the
following amendment, moved by the Tlonorable Dr. V.
Rohan and seconded by the Honorable H. Leclézio.:—

That after the word passage in the fourth line
of the first paragraph the following words be
inserted :—

provided they be neither lepers or suf-
Sfering from Phthisis.

W C. RAE,

Acting Clerk fo the
Council of Government.

]
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REPORT

Of the TanrreraTioN Codyrrree on the remarks of the
Protector of Emigrants at Madras respecting the
present practice of sending back to India old and
infirm paupers and lepers.

m—

PRESENT :
The Honorable the Protector of Immigrants,—Chairman.
—_ the Acting Auditor General,
—_ H, Leclézio,
— L. de Rochecouste.

Also in attendance :

The Honorable the Procureur General,
—_— the Receiver General,
—_ the Acting Collector of Customs,
— the Surveyor General,
— Dr. E. Chastellier, Acting Chief Medical
Officer.

——

Vour Committee, after reading the papers in this case and
hearing their Chairman, rocommend the Council to authorize the
Protector of Tmmigrants to give a small sum per mensem to any
of the applicants for back passage who determine to remain here
instead of returning to their native country, the said sum to be
paid out of the item now voted annually for back passages of

Immigrants.

9. The Protector shonld lay s roturn monthly before the
Council of Government, giving the names of the Immigrants to
whom any sam has been granted by him, the amount granted,
the period for which it has been given, and the reason why it

has been allowed.

. F. TROTTER,

Council Chambers,
27th, October 1892. Chatrman.

Read at a meeting of the Council of Government
held on the 20th. December 1892, and adopted with the
following amendment, moved by the Honorable Dr. V.
Rohan and seconded by the Honorable H. Leclézio :—

That after the word passage in the fourth line
of the first paragraph the following words be

inserted :(—

provided they be neither lepers or suf-
Sering from Phthisis.

Wi C. RAE,

Acting Clerk to the
Council of Government.
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