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ars 1842 and 186 * supervision
t of Hindu temples, sHugh Regu-
°1n many cases in which the management
stees, the templgp Were made over
1 cases in which

on in the hands of hereditary trustees, Dew
of Government,
g pointment of trustee also contained a provi-
R ion to the office. The inevitable result of
4 ustees were under strong temptations to -
ded by the general law in the absence of an
. “Bequate to meet the exigencies of the case;
© Qos were often dealt with by the trustees’
: that mismanagement prevailed without
emple funds became a thing of frequent
4 e until it came to a head about the close

¥ bervising agency being recognised and felt,
3 Act XX of 1863 was passed. By this Act,
«cise the powers of supervision vested in the
V11 of 1817, but their jurisdiction was limited
astees of which vested in Government or was
1ent or of a public officer. Other temples which
~en subject to the supervision of the Board of
the passing of Act XX of 1863, in the unsatis-
-hetween the years 1842 and 1863. It is |
in Act XX of 1863 that, while it earried
"4, of Government with the management of
3 ahe exercise of any supervision over an i
Tosoribed in section\3 of that Act, notwith- -
les to the control of Yocal committees was in \
§§". such severance. Another prominent defect 1
P xtend the jurisdiction of local committees to
¥, 1ot originally hereditary, became hereditary
M that such trustees were treated as though their
M ent of hereditary trustees from the very com-
Z8ve impaired the officiency of the Act are—(i)
& eded to the powers and functions of the Board
@R tions were not defined with sufficient clearness

8 cnabled to command funds for maintaining an
‘Zl eriolical audit of accounts; (iii) that they had-
. §#oir wrders except by the tardy and cumbrous
A isica made enabling them to obtain funds for
with the temples under their jurisdiction ; (iv)
1o Act held office for life and could only
t; and (v) that the provisions contained in
ce of the duty entrusted to committees of
cting elections of committee members were
n in operation for seven years, it was consi-
§iave utterly failed to check the evils and
e since 1842. The late V. Ramiepgar,
1, brought the matter to the notice of
:mbodying suggestions as to how some
¥ draft Bill was circulated and opinions
@- and judicial officers in the gervice of
indu community. There was a consensus
‘Wnending Act XX of 1863, but the ,provi-

lengar were generally considered to be
L of opinion that, ¢‘ though it would be an
s radically incomplete and would certainly
neurred in this view, and appointed in the
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4 year 1876 a committee, with Sir William Robinson as President, to draa fresh

Bill. This committee submitted its report with a draft Billi 7 !

of this Bill were the establishment %f a Central Board x?ri%l? ‘;f;id '[E}éfn?;fl{:ltu:ﬁ:
extension of control over temples of all classes. This Bill was forwarded i¢ course
to the Government of India and to the Secretary of State for India. Tkecreta
of State, in his despatch, No. 127, dated 27th May 1880, wrote to the efthat g
had no objection to the introduction of the Bill into the local Legislative ncil, but
that, as the subject was one of general importance, it should not be aecnto’law '
until he had had an opportunity of obtaining the opiniox of the Goverlzu;‘\‘)f India
TThe Government of India, however, in their letter to the Go ernment Madras‘
No. 475, dated 9th March 1880, said that they were of Opiniba that ¢ was not
desirable to proceed with this legislatio 1 Pt fowr: ¢, the G
ernment of Madras, in deference to the w Tthe (e ?g;wt‘ [ ’d"' f dO:’-
take no further action in the matter. Thd} hiee. W at ko pﬁﬁ an.:I(:lYi ’10
Member of Council, who, on the eve of # cetive ong T2 i‘JI»\v‘Qm‘:‘»etiylS"ere o
Bill different in many essential respects h,,m G T s Thib B'rln (vlv }clgc)ha
substitution of District Boards, constituge: L ohflne LeerBe A Alu teh a] )
of the Gentral Board in the Town of Md#mz, and 241 g2~ ,‘m., PR c etp lact;
religious endowments under the managgment of . £ Ly I+r‘: rson, F?nbro :
1884, a new committee was appointedwfﬁé‘ %((:a ' ‘bv.f-!r Jlken ‘.t(nsige: uaarz,l
report upon the matter, in connection with the dra‘t Bills already besore ‘Vernmen;l ”
This committee, presided over by Mr. H. E. Sullivan, Member of Couy, sent in 1t
report 1n March 1886. with a new draft Bill, which wss in favour of t"cheme f .
salaried Central Boar(_l in Madras, and which endeavoured to secure the L’eﬁt of 10 31.
agency by the establishment of Distrigf, Commit ces.  According to t13ill of 18053
the members of the Central Board wé¥e fodi%e w wLh- Gover in C "1’
This was considered to be open to éfge{:ﬁa:{ €5 b o n%lu Ovl:rr'irlllé G?)%‘I;i:l-

ment, into close connection with the.zranes - £y 5

of 1886 suggested that the membe;é of st¥ ire '}‘ ';? " lldulzs' ngedBtl,l :

the High Court in the exercise of ith admicsty. "< = “& % L heirtgf Noe 47‘)y
3 By . . . 3 . -y

at th3ill was ¢ too

dated 23rd February 1888, the Gogernment of veers
4 Y ok a mewe of a more

wide in its application,” and sug®algd
11m1te§1 scope and more in harmony with t ; 1863 Th

committee was constituted under G.O., No. 364, dute 1 1838 r 001(13 Pé'esgnt;
how the existing law may be best amended on the liney laid down by ‘GOVSI "
of India and for embodying the results of its deliburati{vns In a new dr Bmerpment

5. Legislation essential.—The main defects ard shprtcomin ;
have been already pointed out. - The present draft Bill is %ljeOfﬁ'éfintof 11.86(13
Committees appointed by Government in the vear,' 1876 and 1¢8em hst' uil'
recognised the necessity for altering the existing lay. The local (venll)ma l(t:a >
a letter to the Government of India, dated 31st January 1872, we tha: 1‘1‘,h1-n
Government are sensible of the necessity of legislatimn in the matterf native rtellis

gious and charitable endowments.” The Bo?ﬁl of Revenue, in theProceedings
b

No. 1861, dated 18th July 1874, summed up the resut of thei inquiries 1

the following words : ¢ It is beyond the pols)si ilicy of doubte:E]h:tX ﬁ?iéﬁqgfle-s "
endowments are to bg protected from who}‘sal’é rfnisappropriation ad, in O ay
cases, ultlmatg extinction, for the benefit. ¢ 4class ¢f persons who nke’ th -
possible use of the money, wasting it in ppil gate expenditure, the exiin lae worst
be altered.” The Government of India, infa t2tter to the Govérr,lment oMa%l W(;n st
29th February 1876, admitted that ¢ ActAX ot 186¢ has failed to Nen: - lated
sation of the endowments dealt with undejiu: vrovisifns, and that frcg‘ le islzmnt{jl M
the matter is necessary.” The Secretary {f State ior lndia, in his desftc}% N 10112}711
dgted '27_th May ‘1880, said of the Bill syinitted by the committee l‘S.ld(,)d - b ‘
Sl.l‘ W}lllarx} Robinson, that he had no ofjection to ts introduction P Che f o;r‘er A
dissatisfaction with the existing state of tlings has bien increasing . or eeling of
such an extept as to render legislation on e subjectn matter of gr: a{f . u? er year to
XX of 1863 is brief and does not safficierl;- define tie powers and dutie I;c)'- Act
and of members of committee. It does r.t con‘ainseveral provisions . tTHSteeS
ensuring a satlsfactor.y working of the A t. Altbugh the Fill we cessary f(.)r
harmony ynth the pghcy of Act XX of ‘843 in th matter of makin plopose is in
have no direct or active concern in the maa ;einent 4 Hindu tenples ;geq tﬁ?ﬁ}fﬁzz

. )

!
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er necessary are so many, go varied and so substantial in character
; it highly desirable to recommend that Act XX of 1863 should, so far
as it relat{ Hindu temples in this Presidency, be repealed, and that a fresh Act
complete ilelf, should take its place.

6. Self the proposed legislation.—Tt must be clear from the foregoing remarks
that ¢he ndity for amending the existing law is admitted on all hands. The only
important § on which there is any difference of opinion is whether the new legis-
lation shouply apply to such institutions as fall under the operation of Act XX of
1863, or wer it <hould be of a wider scope so as to bring under control also those
temples wi are managed by hereditary trustees and which are in consequence
exempt -fro e control of committees under Section 1V of the Act. Leaving out
the parties tested in the direct management of the temples, there is a very large
mass of opp strongly in favour of placing even bereditary trustees under the
. control of cqittees, and of makixg no distinction between hereditary trustees and

v elected trust But the zemirflars in the Presidency, who are hereditary trustees
of templ_es ileir estates, strenply object to their being placed under the control
of committeend they consider that to be placed under such control would be highl

/ derogatory their position. They also assert, no doubt with some truth -gth'i)tr:

‘ - - thqugh they & nominally upder the control of the Board of Revenue when fRe 1’1-
lation VII 0f§7 was in force, they were practically in no wuy interfered Wigth
We have, aftc careful consideration of the objections raised, arrived at the conelu-
sion that whil is not desirable to grant absolute exemption from control to tem ]e;

. managed by zadars or other hereditary trustees, some difference might be mI;de

o in the extent 4nature of the supervision to be exercised over such temples. W

' ‘ have accordingprovided in the Bill that Sections 46, 67, 69, 71, 72 and 93 "whi ﬁ

« authorize the pmittee to examine the cash balance and all other propert ’in tﬁ :
possession of #+rustees, to call foraccounts or such other information as t);1e eome
mittee may deeny necessary to require, to enforce compliance with an order issued b ;
the committee, tfmove the tr steewswnduct and to regulate the scale of expendi
ture, shall not ay tv hered&h "eces, The only control which the comlr)nittel;
i et M'ic:?,o (;z:irsctlss u j :?SStI;ZPl(():d' Bill over temples managed by hereditary trustees
e po ping regular accounts and to get them audited once a
’ myear. 1f the adints are not properly kept, or the audit of the accounts discl

“ - irregularities, t committees are autherised to redress the wrong only b ls: 2392 any
S pxwl Court. feel conkl:lced that the limited control we have su { ted 1 iln' .
WUy it can in no w| interfere with the internal management of temples %g 'she ’; lle
- trustees, or dipish the ﬂrestige_ :mjoyed by them, is a sufficient c%ec]:r: lt_ary;
o malversation ojmproper expendittre. We have arrived at this conclusi e
because we t k there have been no instances of malversation or la O'I: no;

management inje case of temple;s under the management of hereditar; trustXI T o

because we thi| that they arein frinciple entitled to any coneessiog, but (;)(ee%a?lg;

: 76 know that thples is ki t i Todi s
4 zwm\we now that thples of this knd often receive periodically voluntary contributions

of money fromhe rajah or zemindar under whose man

and that it is Qesi_rable in.the inteests of the temple:gillzaﬁge%gz tltl)apvgenkto be,

destroy such pives by aliemting their sympathies. This reason ma T ot bo

applicable in th same degree t thie emples under the management of g ern((i)‘tt be

. : trustees other n'zemmdars, bit we kaggnot thought it proper to make an (‘;_ 1t.ary
tion between heditary trustees of one and the same description simply on thst,a gl:oﬁlnc(i

of wealth or stus, and we have, the \ : .
and the same o ;0 1,'y ' \ ‘. Ve, refq'e: placed all hereditary trustees in one

It must, hgever, be here ehierved thatthe hereditary trus s

control is to gply are only thae whose fice had blc;yen he:zggtt;';v ]l])zlfl:):él ililmlted

du 101 1§42 when Ggernment began to sever tleir connection with the manage o of
H‘mdl'l t.emples, r those W:hO ae been mad hereditary by their founders sg' meint of

The limited cojtrol described in-the precedng paragraph is not intended t:)n?e 1842‘
L W those templ?s vhich were under he direct hanagement of Government or to r;pp { -
AL A whose appantment vas subjectto the cofirmation of Government prior t.nisge?s :
- . though herqhtary trustees heve ecn appoined by Government for somepof th 0 .“’
that date. .n the cages n WhlglGovernme;t have, subsequent te the abandor‘im nt of

their contro} appointd her.edltty trusteer the succession will, as Pl'Ovide(;mfmt of

. Section 100 4, Temaln hereditary,but in all>ther respects such t’emples and trug:eg;

-
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wilhe under the full control of the committees. Many temp]es,kthe farnous temple
of Tirupati for instance, which were under the d‘lregt managemer Govelfnrttlc;*ln_t préor» .
to 1842, escaped coming under the jurisdictlon of the commifs apported un er ..
Act XX of 1863 owing to the defective wording of the Act, 3fWwe feel ; to be our ‘*//A", LA

duty to point out the error and to UIWB the legislature thebessity T its being ﬂ““‘f’ LA Lopl

i , aree i fect h iven rise freat disatisfaction, @ i? e b «“3,
rectified. We need scarcely add that this defect has g1 1 ;‘ MII/IJ’IJ,

and is the main ground on which the demand for the amendmdof the etisting Ac
is based. ' |
. 7. The exrlusion of Matams.—One way in which we have ¢avoured to limit the
scope and application of the proposed Act is by placing matg outside the field of
its operations. 1t may be stated here that matams were to peater orless extent
brought under control by the Bills of 1878 and 1886. consicerations that
weighed with us in proposing the exclusion of matams fr the opention of the
Act are— . .
(1) That matams are institutions primarily and speci designed for impart-
ing spiritual instruction, not places of public worsbip 11 theipential character.
‘ (2) That Regulation VII of 1817 was ngt applied tpem, nor was Act XX
of 1863. ‘v . . .
Disciples who receive spiritual instruction afe the pers directly interested 1n .

the welfare of these matars. Such disciples conjtitute bod of different sects, and

~ to them belongs the right, as far as such right exiys, of secura proper administration

of the fuuds of the matam. The extent to whicl a matadhyt can be held to hold in

trust the funds of the matam and his amenabiljy to rende account of his steward- , v
ghip of such funds are points involved in doubtpnd difficul Though the committee
;s far from being convinced that the manner ir which ma funds are administered L e

is such as to render check and supervision ummecessary, if still strengly of opinion | o frarrah . -
that the wisest policy is to leave each sect totake care of owll maams. It seems
‘undesirable to subject matams to the contreland serutingf commaices of a general
character, with no special sectarian leanings a. dive to g the heads of
matams that deference which their position of high pritjmakes tem feel they are a2
entitled to. If the spiritual head of a matam shonld bignd guiltv of malversation, ‘ .
it would be thought a grave abuse of power for any sair commitre such as those . .
to be appointed under the prnposed Bill, to remove the tom officeyas their continu-

ance or removal depends upon the wishes of the Yotarieothe matap, who are almost

always disposed to overlook all shortcomings a lapss the pat of their guru or

high priest. Though some from whom we Jave ree d rep! :co our (nrcul_ar

are emphatic 1n their denunciation of the | generl aracter ol the financial

administration of matadhipatis and pressing'in cir dandd for yutting matams on a

par with temples, yet the preponderance of oivion is frongly in favour of the ex-

* ‘c¢lusion of matams as such. It is hardly nejessary t dd that, if the head of a L. ’ Z
matam is also the trustee or manager of a temje, he is, such trustee or manager, \ P 2 ok )
made subject to the proposed bill so far as theéadministjtion of such temple and 18
endowments is concerned. : J J .

8. The exclusion of Privale Temples.——Priwat«' temples not p\aced ynthm the scope
of the proposed Act. According to the defirithn given i the draft B}\l, a temple 13 2
place of religious worship ¢ dedicated to or s as of right by the Hindu community
or any section thereof.”. It cannot be hfld tjat privatefemples have been dedicated
publicly and formally to the Hindu commijnity oreven a cection thereof.  They are

places of worship for the use of particulanfamilies, and this, their esset}tial character,

is in no way altered even though persojs not belonging to these purticular families

" may be permitted to worship in them. ither Regulatien VILof1817 nor Act XX
of 1863 takes cognisance of private tempes. We have no reason todéubt that, with
a careful local inquiry, it can be ascertined whether a temple i dt.edleated to the ,
public or not. That there are such privat| temples i;l a matter thataduits of no doubt, IMZM ; bl
and we have thought.it improper tor ommend that private tenples should be| o 7 ....J-vtafo'f‘
brought under control for the reason thaf practical difficulties l'?ay rop up 10 distin- | s{ gt memtaree

guishing private from public temples. - ! Lo
Regate sncome of less tha;a ps.250.—The scope /g,

“lusion of temples, the grosincome of which

aiebelow Rs. 250 per annum, They -

VT

9. The exclusion of temples with an ag
of the Act has been further limited by the
from all sources including kattalais is on
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' 1863 are still in exis
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are for theapst pvillage temples. A great majority of them have little or nothing
. in the shayd of #rmanent endowment. They are maintained chiefly from volun-

tary contritfionser in kind or in money from the people of the village who are the
chief, if notfhe on worshippers at these temples and who are directly interested in
seeing thattfe gifuade are properly utilised. The leading men of the village form
practically afomme for the management of such temples. Temples of this class
are 80 numegus athe chances of mismanagement in them so slender that it is best
to exclude them. e control of an outside body like the committees constituted
under the A woulther be inoperative or unnecessary. All the safeguard necessa

in their case§ suffirtly provided for by making Sections 94 to 99 apply to them.

10. TheDistrif Malabar.— As regards Malabar, though Regulation VII of 1817
did apply tothe pw temples in this district, yet it appears that Government did
not, during the Wl of the period between 1817 and 1842, interfere in any way
with the manggemerf these temples ; and, in perfect harmony with this policy of
pon-interference, nonmittees were established in this district under Act XX of
1863. Many of themples in this district are claimed by the rajahs or uralans
to be private temples,d, if such clgims are valid, these temples, according to our’
definition of the worimple, lie outside the scope of the Act. ~All the other temples,
i.e., all such as are 1 claimed te be private temples, fall within the category of
public temples managhy hereditary trustees. In the case of these temples, there is
a clear necessity for piding safegiards against abuse of trust, and there is no valid
ground for drawing stinction beween them and other temples of the same eclass
i other districts of thyesidency. As temples managed by hereditary trustees, they
will be subject only tds limited cortrol of committees.

11. T%e inclusion okyttalais.—Katalais founded by private individuals for service
in public temples are nt to fall withit the definition of “ temple” by the words « it
shall also incledsesdownts founded for the support of such place of worship or
Jor the performange of akervice or charify connected therewith. ” Such kattalais are
in reality endowWments fhe tigpfe though they may be dedicated for special
services. These lattalainre § generally under the management of temple trustees;
and though in ths pointit §w, it may appear expedient to put them outside the
sphere of operaticn of th phosed Act, yet their permanent connection with the
temple, their dedication t afecific purpose and their liability to be absorbed into
private property or to be livded tc purposes widely different from religious service
1n a temple, have inclinedhs ffextexd the definition of temples so as to include kat-
talais. It may be 1 katalais fell within the scope of Act XX of 1663,
though they were ngt maf sufect t the jurisdiction of committees,

12. The abandodment} irdplan#a Central Committee.—The Bills of 1878 and
1886. agreed in the esentd resfect oirecommending a paid Central Board. The main -
arguments urged in }voubf alpaid Jentral Board were (1) that a Central Board in
Madras would be ablato ebrcide autlority and control far more effectively than small
local boards, and that fuch Bdard wuld command something like the prestige that
belonged to the Board offevenue; ii) that paid members of the Central Board
would be actuated by a fadivelier sese of duty and responsibility than unpaid mem-
bers of local boards whqe interest iny the “supervision of temples was largely
determined by personal liings and E,dig{ikes ; and (i) that the expenditure of a
portion of the temple fund for the Jurprse of securing efficient and honest control
and administration gnd thepby saving thoe funds from misappropriation and reckless
waste was considerdl to be open to no objetion. On the otheg,hand it was held that
centralisation ofaufhiority would be prejulicial-to the growth of a capacity of local
self-Government; that the lasge salaries pid to the members of the Central Board
would be a heary tq on temple funds; ani that the appointment of a Central Board
would introducean @uborate and complex nachinery and lead, in course of time, to a
barassing amourt off interference with ldal agencies. Although we are strongly
of opinion that 2 Cefliral Board would mof effectively remedy the evils that exist,
yet in accordanc wifg the instructions of the Government of India, we have avoided
proposing a Central ¥bard. ) f :

13. Ezisting (nili{tees.—Nearly all th committees established under Act XX of
ce, though there are many instances in which vacancies in the
en filled up. It siems to us very undesirable that all such

committee havenol

’ ' ‘ . =
/. .
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. sssolved and fresh comnittees establishgd in their
com:imttlete_s :ﬁ;’;‘:g)rgepﬁf,vﬁgg iglgz(::tions 25 and 26 that ommittees established under
stead. 1;,156'3 shal’l be treated as committees constitited under the proposed Act.
§CtS§3t{i(:)n 28 <;f the draft Bill, in cases in which existiig committees are appointed

y ’

i der the Act acquire jurisdicion over hereditary trustees,
o 19](ialh?)rv§iif’eih?; rv:,e:ileslsl:ryerto establish new committes in respect of some of the
y Wl"{ trustées whom it is proposed to place under te jurisdiction of committees
?jr:}?; alri{n ted extent already cxplained, if the temple under the management of

. e reas ove which existing committees
v t included within the local area !

S ow Jurisdiotion. The Disirict Judgo is empowere under Section 4 to_ change

the uri ]d' tion of committees by withdrawing temple: whose gross income is not

'lc.he %;11;18 Iltz 5,000 per annum for the purpose of placin: them under the supervision

ess - 9

of special committees, and by transferring a temple fror the superintendence of one
committee to that of another.

o ational Committees.—Wehave carefuly snsidered whether it would be
feasigli'top zggzt'i’:;i?g ncommittees in such a way as tg\Iflf:xe t::_emtre{)gesent an u?lff)rm
£ temples in a district, and we have also paid dwe f_‘t.en 1on to the repx:esen_a lons

class o 1 : oI:n some quarters that such committees arf dsirable. In several districts
r«;ct:;]ve Prfesidency denominational committees do nyt <ist and have never existed.
8‘ (; £ all den’ominatiOIlS have been under the @gutl of general committees, and
emp.es o thing in evidence to show that this circustace has caused dissatisfaction
thelllre 1&{) no r;a% e the ground of complaint. Having reard to the fact that, owing to
N f o e of many different sects, a correspondift rmber of denominational com-
th'e o e'llllcbe required, and attaching its due weil.t » the conmderahqn that tl_les!e
1111ttee_itW;s ol O%Iy su’p ervising bodies, we havefrom to the conclusion that it is
izrix':{ln;r Sracticable nor necessary to substitute the temof denominational committees

in the place of the existing system.

15. Commitlee Members to be half elected and
existing law, members of committee were o0%:g

; r resignation
necies by death, removal o g v , ;
::;:y cases yvacancies have not been so filled Wp. 1nd the 4:slem of election has not

is 1 e sired. Thi: state of 1ings is due in the main

Worked% Sot S?tlflaftfatelfgr(lllgt; solfm;llifpgjigg voters-lists and condieting elections devol_ved
b dor :’fpt X;( of 1863 on the committees, and that committes have not, as required
gndlel‘ cublished revised lists of voters from timeto time. The draft ]_3111 provides
o 'a“;’ fhe recurrence of these evils. In the rgp‘l(lrec<{§qd to our circular, there
agains nsus of opinion in favour of combining the s/stem pf pomination with that of
liatc'onse This suggestion seems to be worthy sf aloptiod 9 1t will be useful in
oo 10[1:'. the un?lue preponderance of members of 2 partlpdlar gect or denoxqmatan
Pr?ive'n us)egcurino a due representation of minomiies It isy therefore, provided in
ggcticl)llll 5 of theodraft Bill that the members 013 e ttee sh: ‘ be one half elected and

the other half nominated.

i !

16. Period of Tenure of Office by Members | . (Jiﬂuz'ttqe.—hother,1r;1portani§ change

b died in the draft Bill relates to the peripd ior Which menbers of committee are
emholl fice. Under Act XX of 1863, co iitt¢emembers bold office for life. The
't(:me?r;l 00pin.iou is that the apathy and neflect shown by_‘».ome. ofhthe comr‘nlttee
members are attributable to this circumstane. dn 1o quepdon 1s t tere 1? 185101;%61.
oreement of opinion than on the evils of m 1ng‘men1.bers o committee hold office
o life. There can be no doubt as to the defrabrity of }rovxdng_ for the displacement
‘f(;r , (ieﬁeﬁieien1; or dishonest member of compitte: by a process simpler and less costly |
" (i;nharassing than the tardy process of 2 law w1 ‘Wih thiecnd in view, it is pro-
o d to make members of committee hold office Jr a term of five years only. The
Poie ing member may get into the commitiee gain by electon or nomination, but
ﬁléfglﬁé’ has secured the confidence of the votes he is not likely to be re-elected or

nominated. It is necessary that voters should {IUS be given an opportunity of dis-

¢ wopiinated.—Under the
gld by Government but

d vp by election. In

IS

1 ' ' 'ho has shown no

i ttee member who has lost thir confidence or w

Ptlxatlgigt ai‘nctol!::emv;ot;}lf, and of putting into his jlacea more thustworthy and zealous

lperfson Such periodical election will act as b powziftulm cle;g(t?lg'esutgg:s?elguioax‘)g
:on 1 ers. ‘

efficient conduct on the part of committee mer e ke

that the members of existing committees ghnild wcate @
. . |

I

|
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We propose, however, that imembers of existing committees shall continue in office
only for five years after the Act comes into force, being the period for which under
the proposed Act a member of committee is to hold oftice. W hilst on this subject, we
must note that the power of domination is vested in the District Judge. It is obvious
that so responsible and imporfant a functicn as this cannot be fittingly discharged by
any officer of a position infeﬁr to the District Judge in whom, we may add, is vested

operation of thdsproposed gt. This suggestion has not commended itself to us.

under the existing law the piwer of nominating miembers to yacancies not filled up by

17. Temple Committee Mimbers List and Tempie Committee Voters List.—The rules
framed under the existing 12w impose on committees the duty of preparing and publish-
ing a list of voters from time to time. As a matter of fact, committees have not been
able or have failed to maintain correct and complete lists of qualified voters; "and
revision of the register from time to time has scarcely ever been successfully done.
It is hardly a matter for surprise that committees, provided with no facilities and
unassisted by local officials holding influential and responsible positions, should have
failed to keep proper registers. We have carefully considered this matter, and have

ome to the unanimous conclusior that this duty can be efficiently discharged only by
providing that such lists shall be prepared and published under the authority of the
District Judge. Under the exiting rules, objections to the exclusion of persons

7" " qualified to vote from thé registe of voters are to be considered and disposed of by
Le 4y wintm¥4 % committees. The decision givendy such a body as the committee without facilities

-
s

-~

L sffioiet:

saitn, for conducting an inquiry into the validity of the objections raised has often furnished

occasion for unfavorable commeit. It is, therefore, provided in Section 10 of the
draft Bill that any person qualfied to be elected committee member or to vote
- at the election of committee membrs may make a complaint to the District Judge
against the omission of his na@e in the Committee Members list or Committee
Voters list. Any person interesi in the temple may, under Section 11 of the draft
Bill, object to the irglusifh if pucylists-of-the name of any particular person, and the
District Judge is empoyered't ¢ the name of such person if he issatisfied in
regard to the validity ¢f the objectitu raised. Orders passed by the District Judge
under Sections 10 and 1lare final. | |
18. Conduct of Electyns of, Committee Members.—The manner in which elections
have been conducted by fxisting cinmittees has given rise to much dissatisfaction.
It is not a thing of uncorjmon occurrence that different members of committee should
favour the election of diffrent individuals, and, while there is this conflict of interests
and inclinations, the eleftion Will of necessity afford very different degrees of satis-
faction, and cannot command that confidence which a public election conducted in
obedience to law ought to commind and will command, if conducted under the super-
intendence of a respcnsible authority having mno connection with the committee.
Section 15 of the draft Bill providgs that such elections shall be held under the super-
intendence of the District Judge ¢r of any other officer or person deputed by him in
that behalf. It may be observed m thi4 connection that, when under the existing law
an election is held for filling up 4 yacacy but nobody is elected, the District Judge
bhas to fill up the vacincy by nabinajon, and, in view to ascertaining the wishes
ve in some instances found it desirable to
ade their nomination in accordance with the

conduct an informal elegtion, and hge
results of such election. |

19. Payment of ex enses.—Pro
expenses attending the anoual au
maintenance of office establishment
met by contributions from the temph
supervision they are placed.

20. New Committees.— Accordingfo the scheme suggested in the draft Bill, elections
will be held once in five years, and jthe appointment by the Distriect Judge of the
members to be nominated will also bg made once in five years, the committees being
authorized to fill up vacancies occurrifg in the interval. 1In the year in which the Act
comes into force, 1894 as suggested i Section 1 of the draft Bill, elections will have
to be held to fill up vacaicies in the duisting committees and to constitute such new
committees as may be required. Welre of opinion that only a few new committees

are likely to be requirell. '

io1) is made in Sections 45, 48, 49 and 50 for the
it off accounts, the preparation of registers, the
mittees and the conduct of elections being
‘cancerned through the committees under whose

9 .
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21. Rules.—Under the law now in force, the qualifications of voters are defined by
rules under the Act, prescribed by Government. It is in our opinion desirable that a
matter of such importance as the qualifications of voters should be defined by the Act
itself as is the case in the Municipal and similar Acts. According to Act XX of
1863, the persons who have the right to elect are described in the general terms ¢ those
who are interested in the maintenance of the religious instifution.” We think it
desirable that the electoral privilege should not be indiscriminately extended to the
whole class of persons interested, but should be confined to such persons of that class
as possess certain qualifications defined in the Act. The draft Bill is thus made to’
contain provisions regarding the qualifications and disqualifications of persons entitled
to vote at elections, and of persons entitled to be elected members of committee.
Mention has already been made of the provisions in the draft Bill governing the
procedure to be followed in the consideration and final disposal of objections raised
against the lists published under the authority of the District Court. In regard to
several elections held under the existing law, there have been complaints of voters
and candidates for election having been guilty of illegal and corrupt practices. With

‘a view to check such practices, Section 100 provides a penalty, and clause (g) of

Section 6 and clause (g) of Section 8 deprive persons convicted of an offence under
Section 100 of the right to be elected or to vote. All the main things connected with
elections being thus provided for in the Act itself, the rules to be framed under the
Act will relate only to minor details bearing on the conduct of elections.

22. Powers and duties of Committees.—The powers and duties of committees have
been made as specific, clear and definite as practicable. According to the draft Bill,
committees have power to call for zccounts, to cause them to be audited, to examine
the cash balance and other property belonging to temples, to make local inquiries
concerning the affairs of any temple under its supervision, to hold a formal inquiry
into charges of misfeasance and neglect of duty against a trustee, and to dismiss a
trustee convicted of misconduct. In the case of hereditary trustees of temples, the
powers are restricted to calling for accounts once a year and to causing the accounts
to be audited ; and in case of misfeasance, malfeasance or breach of trust on the part
of the hereditary trustees, the committee has no power to conduct an investigation or
to order dismissal, but may, under Sections 79 and 80, sue before a court of competent
jurisdiction.

Though under the existing law committees have power to dismiss for good and
sufficient reasons dishonest or recalcitrant trustees, there is no provision enabling them
to enforce the order of dismissal except by a regular suit. The result has been that
the order of dismissal has often remained inoperative. Experience has shown that
this procedure-has impaired the efficiency of committees, and has exposed temple
funds to the danger of being misappropriated by the dismissed trustee during the
eourse of a protracted litigation respecting the validity or otherwise of his dismissal.
It is provided in the draft Bill that the committee should give the trustee, suspected
of or charged with misconduct, an opportunity to be heard in his defence ; that it
should record in writing its reasons for dismissing him ; and that, in the event of the
trustee not obeying the order of dismissal, the committee may apply to the District
Court for a summary order to eject the trustee. The Judge is empowered to pass
such order, unless in his opinion there are no sufficient primd facie grounds for dis-
missing the trustee. Provision 18 also made for the Judge passing a summary order
as to the delivery of the property vested in the trustee as such in case he refuses to
do so. These summary orders are of course not intended to be final. It is open
to the trustee to contest their validity by aregular suit. We are strongly convinced
that this summary power must be vested in the Judge to secure prompt obedience
to the committee’s orders, without at the same time depriving the trustee of his right
to challenge the propriety of such orders, end to secure re-instatement in office as
trustee if he is able to prove that he has been unjustly removed from office.

, The existing law contains no provision for putting the cemmittee in possession
of the funds required for maintaining a clerical and auditing staff and for meeting the
costs of suits and other legal proceedings in which it may be involved. According to
Sections 45 and 49 of the draft Bill, the cost of the clerical and auditing staff is to be
borne by the temples, subject to the committee’s jurisdiction ; but, as a check against
unnecessary or extravagant expenditure on such establishments, it is enacted in
Section 39 that the establishment to be kept and the salaries to be given should be
previously sanctioned by the District Judge. R
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The draft Bill gives effect to the suggesti:fion made by the;; G(;vernmentdof t%nd S ‘\1‘3« . 1 ‘
. s i ds to committees for prosecuting a trustee or conducting a < . ' . ] ‘ . .
¢ z!;f:eexﬁbfd t((;tf i;;lllic(::tgierfxu;ad; by the committeel,) the Distx%ct Judge is empowered by The Se(ftlonsd of fh% draft Bill conﬁl ected. ;n th the powers .and duties of tfample 'L‘ { /. /z -':a .
2 tion 80 to make advances to committees from the funds of the temples coucerned in trustees are intended to define only suec special powers and duties as are essential for . -
. Section 80 In cases in which it is found eventually that the suit or defence carrying out the purposes of the Act. It is scarcely necessary f add that, in matters Shonitze? avow /.
i the litigation. In cas S, ) sonable, frivolous or vexatious, the court passing S rot provided for in the draft Bill, t'helr powers and.duties will, as heretofore, be MM
! 2 conducted by the committee is unrea 3 regulated by the general law. Considcrable doubt exists at t h
s g A judgment on the case may order the refund of the whole or any part of the amount egu y g .- at_present as to the power ..z
RN s d 8 ced in addition to any order that the court may pass as to costs in the usual of trustees in the matter of the investment of surplus temple funds and of the aliena-
| Aol e M ’201‘1;‘; . '~ tion of tgxznplfe pl:'ops:g. BI'TI or;ler to remove fthtlli: uIncdgrtam'I!:y, we have adopted in
i:&?‘u%ww In addition to keeping regular accounts of receipts and dlsbursemen'ts as required gf:g;‘;‘;]entsf the t Bill the provisions of the Indian Trusts Act in regard to
2. Wm by the existing law, the committee has, under Section 42 of the draft Bill, to prepare ® 1 d to the alienation of temple property by trustee to th i .
| Lok srenat % o0d publish in the District Gazette at the end of every year a report of the administra- 1 regard to the alienation of temple _I(’iOPP:" ¥ 0y trustees or to the leasing of it
ti f all temples subject to its supervision, including the temples under the. \ \ for a period exceeding five years, it is provided in Section 85 that the previous sanction
1on 0 P & trustee _ . of the District Judge shall be necessary for making such transactions valid. Under
management of hereditary trustees. {" the general law, temple property is not alienable except for the manifest benefit of the
93. Trustees.—So far as hereditary trustees are concerned, the committees have institution. The provision making the previous sanction of the Distriot J udge
nothing to do with the succession or appointment to the office of trustee. In regard essential .f01: rendering an exchange, sale, mortgage or lcase for a term exceeding five
to this class of temples, the provision contained in Section 5 of Act. XX of 1863, years valid is intended, on the one hand, to check and prevent improper transactions of
authorising the District Judge to appoint a temporary manager to act until the d}spute this nature ; and, on the other hanc'l, to protect trustees and purchasers, mortgagees and
as to the right of succession is settled, is re-enacted in Section 63 of the draft Bill, lessees from expensive and harassing litigation. ,
As to the other class of temples which alone are, under the existiz;g law, subject. Ope other matter of importance deserves to be_ mentioned m this conneqtiop.
to the jurisdiction of committees, the power of nominating trustees is exercised by : There is a strong feehng,. as evinced b_y the replies to our circular, that: it is
such committees, and trustees hold office for life except they resign or are removed desirable to make a provision for enabling trustees and members of committee to
‘» . for misconduct. It does not seem desirable either to entrust to committees so re- appropriate any surplus of income permanently in excess of the requirements of the
; o sponsible a function as that of nominating trustees, or to make a trqstee once nominated temp_le to e@ucatlonal or other charitable purposes not inconsistent with the objects of
remain a trustee for life. Experience has shown that the exercise of such power by : the institution.

In several richly endowed temples, there is a considerable surplus
even after due allowance is made for keeping the temple in repair and for making such
improvements as may appear necessary or desirable ; and in such eases it may appear

that the appropriation of a part, if not the whole, of such surplus to educational or

other charitable purposes is not at variance with the traditional usages of the country.

While the feeling is strong in favour of such diversion under legal sanction, there is

an equally strong feeling against the surplus being applied to charitable purposes

which cannot be fairly regarded as compatible with the objects of the institution. We

- may add that the provision is only permissive. 1In the case of temples managed by
“hereditary -trustees, the proposal to appropriate surplus funds in this manner should

emanate from the trustees themselves, and not from committees. In the case of other

temples, application may be made either by the trustees or by committees. In every
limiting the duration of office of a committee memher to five years apply with equal case, the previous sanction of the Distriet Judge is Decessary, as such appropriation of

; refore, been considered expedient to make the office surplus funds is, in effect, an extension of the original scheme of administration of the
g}’ﬁfe ;;ot :;l;itlzefséraflil(vlel; ;lai?ig;:ead tor o On this q 1festion, as on the question endowment, and must, therefore, be safeguarded by judicial sanction.
: of the period of tenure of a committee membership, there is a strong preponderance Section 93 of the draft Bill authorises the committee and the trustee jointly to
of opinion in favour of a change such as is embodied in the draft Bill. : revise the standard scale of expenditure, or, what is technically called, ¢ dittam,” and
As to the authority to whom the conduct of the election of trustees is to be to fix the proportions in which the income of the temple is to be applied to its several
trusted, the committee constituted under the Act ought to be and will be able to objects. This provision is intended to check.any' capricious departure from the scheme
en 2 1oh elections. and it is not therefore, proposed to assign this task also to the and to adjust the expenditure to the income in view of material financial changes. In
' : %&Z‘igg Judge. The Yiffculties exi» erienced by committees in preparing and main- cases in which the committee and the trustee disagree, the matter is to be referred to
» taining correct and complete lists of voters are obviated by providing that the lists - ‘the District Judge, whose decision 1s final.
prepared and published under the authority of the District Judge in connection with 24. Work assigned to the District Judge.—Under Aot XX of 1863, the suits insti-

. . ilised in condueting the tuted against bers of committee and trust triable by the District C
he election of committee members shall be adopted and utilise | uted against membe m € and trustees are triable by the District Court onl
. 21:ct6i:x(x} of trustees, subject to the limitations contained in Section 62 of the draft Bill. no matter what the value of the suit may be. We, however, see no sufficient reasg:;

. . ike a member of committee, has to regulate why such suits should not be tried by a Sub-Judge or a District Munsif with reference
. ' ond W‘z alietl(;fa 0111)112;? af%:ﬁ:gtgqéziei}gn%emple and the worship therein, it is neces- to their pecuniary value. The questions involved in suits of this description are of a

an ‘:;ohlz;trghe trustee should, as far as practicable, belong to the same religious denomina- ‘ kind which not unfrequently arise in suits triable by Sub-J udges and Munsifs, and it
" that of the temple of which he isa trustee, and that he should also be a person appears to be a waste of judicial power to make all such suits, irrespective of their
elx:’tx;t?:d to enter the inner precincts of such temple. The need for such a provision has value, triable exclusively by the highest court in the district. So far, however, as Act

4 committees has not unfrequently led to factious disputes among the committee members
: themselves, and to the appointment as trustees, not of persons of recognised social position
and independence of character, but of persons likely to be in a state of undue subser-
! viency to the committee or to a section _thereof. Act. XX of 18 b.‘:’f prfecludes a n_xe_mber
of committee from being at the same time a trustee in view of the incompatibility of
the functions connected with the two offices. This object can be best secured only by -
reventing the possibility of mere hangers-on or dependents of members of committee
eing appointed trustees. In our opinion, the appointment of_ a trustee is not of less
importance than that of a committee membel.', and persons Interested in the proper
management of a temple are the persons most likely to exercise the power of election
with due regard to the best interests of that temple. The reasons already given for

i eral replies to our circular. XX of.1863 vests in. the District. J udge the discretion to grant sanetion for the
t bqen strongly gresiidwzxell? :Zs denorll)lination a candidate belongs is often ome of mstlt}xtlon of such su_xts, as sucl} dlscretlonag'y power has .to be exerei-sed with care
| : &(’ extre'fnlze d(}fl;ie:ui(t); ol delicacy% Considerable special knowledge will bo necessary for i gng ]udglment, we think it desirable that it should continue to vest in the District
L : i tion of this kind, and we have, therefore,. provided in jdudge only, ] i .
! ’ g‘:&gg %Eoqufﬂgh:ls}:af?; %‘;ﬁs t:l(::t the decision on this point of the committee shall be The change proposed in the preceding paragraph will afford relief to the District
| Ioonclusiie and final. o L o R Judge, as this class of suits is numerous and takes up mueh time.

, sutts ] The additional )l
work assigned to the District Judge by the draft Bill is, in most cases, judicial, and

the jurisdiction being summary and special, can be safely entrusted ‘caly to b .y -

n\l'us"/m‘;ﬂiym. o ‘ v
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We may add that Section 87 empowers Government to invest a Sub-J udge or a
District Munsif with all or any of the powers conferred by the draft Bill on the
District Judge, save the power of granting or withholding sanction for the institution
of suits referred to above.

" It has been already pointed out that the work of maintaining lists of persons
eligible to be elected members of committee and of voters, of conducting the election
of committee members and of nominating the prescrited proportion of committee
members, has been assigned in the draft B.ll to the District J udge. We may observe
that even under the existing Act the District J udge has to nominate committee
members when the election for filling up a vacancy fails. The work that we propose
to assign to the District Judge will fall to be done only once in five years and may
under Section 87 be delegated by Government to Sub-Judges and District Munsifs. Se
far as the conduct of elections relating to the committee is concerned, the District

Judge has power to depute an inferior officer to do that work under his supervision.
The plan of making the committees themselves conduct the election of committee

members is in no small measure responsible for the irregularities and corrupt practices
#0 frequently made the subject of complaint in connection with elections. 1t is
absolutely necessary that some authority, outside the committee and indepcndent of it,
should be responsible not only for preparing and publishing correct lists, but for
conducting elections and hearing and disposing of complaints and objections connected
with elections. We see no mode of escape from the necessity for imposing this work
on the District Judge, if the system of securing representative men on committees by
the method of election is to work effciently and satisfactorily in practice. No other
alternative seems to be of efficacy sufficient to remedy the existing evils.

25. We deem it our duty to state that there exists a widespread feeling among
the Hindu community that the duty of providing effectual remedies against the crying
abuses existing in the administration and management of temples is one which has
devolved on the British Government from former Governments, and that religious
and charitable endowments, founded and augmented by many generations of wealthy
and pious Hindu rajabs and noblemen and dedicated to objects held dear and sacred
by every section of Hindus, will gradually deteriorate and eventually be absorbed
into private property, unless the further progress of the evil is arrested by alteting the
existing law, and thereby providing adequate safeguards against neglect and mis-
appropriation.

In conclusion, we beg to repeat once more that it is our firm and earnest con-
viction that fresh legislation for the protection of temple endowments is absolutely
needed, and that the absence of legislation of a sufficiently protective character has
been a standing grievance among the Hindu community for half a century. We may
add that many of the temples of this presidency stand on a different footing from those
in other presidencies which are neither so numerous nor so wealthy, and for which
there has apparently been no such demand for adequate remedial legislation as in
this presidency. With these remarks we commend the draft Bill to the favorable
consideration of Government. :

We have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your most obedient servants,

T. MUTTUSAMI AIYAR.
P. CHENTSAL RAO.

8. SUBRAMANIEM.

V. BHASHYAM IYENGAR.
P. RANGANADAM,

C. SANKARAN NAYAR.
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TABULAR STATEMENT.

No.

District.

Name.

Reply.

Tinnevelly.

N

Madura.
AL

(| yanaswami, B.A., and others.

‘The President of the Siva Com-
mittee, Tinnevelly.

The President of the Vishnu
Temple Committee,

The Honorary Secretary of the
Jubilee Annual Celebration
Committee.

Memorial of the inhabitants of
Srivilliputur and its adjoining
villages.

The members of the Devastha-
nam Committees of Madura
Minakshi pagoda, Kalla Alagar
koil and Kudal Alagar koil.

Rajah M. Bhaskara Setupathy,
Zemindar of Ramnad. .

Sreemuth Muthuvizia Ragoo-
natha Raja Oodayana Tever,
Zemindar, Sivaganga.

R. Srikalahastie 8. Rama-
krishna Iyer, B.a., M. Nara-

Suggests alterations in sections 5, 6, 26, 53,
58, 68, 71, 79 and &1.

Suggests additions and alterations in sections
3 (paragraph 2), 6, 2], 29, 42, 53, 64, 69,70,
79, 80, &1 and 94. Section 4 may be omitted.

Enumerates the irregularities and defects in
the working of the system now in vogue and
thinks that the Bill is necessary, but suggests

_ %a}]’rlain additions to and alterations in the

ill.

States the arbitrary expenses, misappropri-
ation of the temple funds and other irregu-
larities committed by the trustees and man-
agers of Nachiarkoil devasthanam and prays
for the remedy of the above irregularities.

Suggests alterations in sections 3,6, 9, 29, 35,
38, 39, 53, 68, 72, &c., 79 and 90, and also
suggests certain additional sections.

States that—

(1) The new arrangements will but augment
existing evils.

(2) The present Act provides sufficient safe-
guards against irregularities.

(3) The great zemindars should be ex-
empted from the supervision of the
committee.

(4) The sections 6, 36, 52, 53 and 91 re-
quire the suggested modification.

States that—

(1) The Bill is entirely uncalled for and is
an infringement of the principle of
religious neutrality enunciated in the
great Proclamation of Her Majesty
the Queen-Empress.

(2) Bection 14 of Act XX of 1863, corre-
sponding to section 91 of the present
Bill, is a sufficient safe-guard against
abuse of powers by the zemindars
and hereditary trustees.

(8) The temple committee appointed over
a zemindar trustee is sure to work
mischief.

(4) The kattalays ought to be excluded
{rom the jurisdiction of the commit-
ees.

(8) The policy of the present Bill, unlike
the policy of Act XX of 1863, is to
level down hereditary trustees to the
position of appointed trustees.

(6) The remindars should be exempted
from the supervision of the Com-
mittee.

Propose additions and alterations in sections

2, 6,7,8,9,22, 26, 29, 31, 32, 38 and 90,

53 and 79.
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No. | Distriet. Name. - Reply. No. | Distriet. Name. Reply.

Y 9 |Madura | Sreemuth Daivasikamani Pan- (1) The Bill is an uncalled for and quite an 18 {"| The Secretary of the Mahajana Sugg:ests alterations to be made in sections 2,
ﬂg{z s —conl.| darasunnadhi alias Aroomooga illegal interference with, and usurpation 1 ' Sabha, Melatir. 5, 0‘, 24, 36, 41 and 79.

: Daisigar Avargal, the head of of the rights and privileges maintained 19| o I} Vythilinga  Pundirasannuthy | (1) The "Bill is against the policy of Act XX
the Tiruvannimalai mutt, and enjoyed by the hereditary trustees N .5, 84| Authinakarthar of Vailakurichi of 1863.
and the hereditary Hukhdar from time immemorial. g« , muttum in Tinnevelly district, | (2) It is derogatory to the position of Mut-
and Durmakartha of the deva- | (2) The present law provides suffirient safe- - residing at "liruvaAlar in the tathipathies to submit them to temple
sthanams of (1) Pranmalai, (2) guards, both civil and criminal, against Ul district of Tanjore. committee, :
Kundragudi, (3) Tirupatr, breach of trust and misappropriation of (8) Muttum temples are now managed satis-
(4) Thirukkalagudi and (5) temple funds. ) factorily.

Thanatchi Amman koil, resid- {(3) The Bill aims at frustrating the very object (4) Muttum temples may be excluded from
ing in Pranmalai and Kundra- and intentions of the original founders the jurisdiction of the temple com-
gudi, Tirupattr taluk, Siva- of these institutions and goes very much L mittee.
ganga zemindari, Madura beyond the scope of Act XX of 1863. . (| M. Aromuga Pillai, Tx"ustee, (1) The deﬁu'ztmn of “temple” in the Bill
district. - | (4) The Bill is against the principle of religi- <+ || Thiruvaheenthrapuram, Cudda- 15 too wide in its application.

ous neutrality enunciated in the Procla= ERRY lore. (2) Suggests certain alterations in sections 4,

mation of Her Majesty in 1858, @ | ) 6, 33, 58 and 65.

(5) Proposes some additions, | M. Rajarathnam, Cuddalore. (1) Buggests certain alterations with regard to
» the qualifications of the members.

10 ({ L. Krishnaiyangar, Pensioned | (1) The Bill is a great improvement upon the (2) Mutts should be included in the list of
Sheristadar of the 'I'richi- present A'et XX of 1863 and contains institutions to be governed by the Act.
nopoly District Court. very good provisions for the better . ]

management and security of the funds (| A Dharmakarta of 8ri Devéraja | (1) The working of Act XX of 1863 shows
and properties of the Hindu religious Swami temple, Conjeeveram. that the proposed legislation is meces-
and charitable institutions. sary.
. (2) Proposes alterations in sections 3, 6, 9, 14, (2) Hereditary trustees should be excluded
= 15 and 18, 26, 29, 31, 53, 58, 59, 65, 66, from the jurisdiction of the com- |
I ) 67,71, 75, 81 and 82, 94 and 97. mittee,
11 { .2 3§ |8. Krishnama Chari, 1st-grade | (1) Act XX of 1863 works very unsatis- (3) The suggestion of certain alterations in
S Pleader, Trichinopoly. factorily and the present Bill will afford sections 65, 76, 89, 79, 80 and 78.
e the public some satisfaction, : . o (4) The name of the Bill should be * Hindu
N (%) Proposes alterations in sections 16, 58, 31 : I’ , 2 | . Temple Property ” Bill.

= . and 74, ‘ 24 | 2 < | Dharmakartha of Sri Devaraja | The same as above, with the following sugges-

12 The Secretary, Hindu Sabha, | Suggests alterations in sections 6,9, 29, 43, 'lf‘ . ® Swami temple, Conjeeveram. tion :—

Tiruvanaikaval. . 53, 56, 61, 62, 73, 81 and 90. E The framers of the Bill may make any rules

13 The P'resident, Tanjore People’s | (1) The Bill is a necessary improvement upon . © they think fit and best to improve the effici-

\| Association. the present Act. : \‘ : : ency and good conduct of hereditary trustees
(2) Proposes certain-additions and alterations . T in regard to proper care and due appropria-
in sections 3, 6, 10, 11, 26, 36, 38, 39, ' tion of temple property and funds.
) 41, 79 and 80. e ) 25 Government Pleader, Chingle-| (1) The Bill provides for all defects in the
C 14 Ambalavana Desicar, Pandara- | (1) The Bill ignores the rights and privileges ' put. present law on the subject.
ArvAa sunnathi and Mautathipathy or of athinakarthars and managers recog- . (2) Buggests alterations in sections 6, 9, 26
High Priest of Thiruvédu- nised and maintained in section 4 of : and 62,
thurai Athinam in the Maya- Act XX of 1863. - Somoosoonthrum Chetty .« | (1) The Bill provides remedies for the long-
varam taluk, Tanjore district. | (2) The Bill is likely to work a great deal of ' standing evils complained of frequent%y
: hardship. and with much earnestness.
(3) Proposes certain new sections and suggests (2) Suggests modifications to sections 6, 26,
certain alterations to some of the sec- ] 58, 63, 69, 71, 79 and 80.
. tions in the Bill. 5 (3) Special provision should be made for the

15 The Managing Member, Devas- | (1) The definition of temple ” in section 2 3 repairs of any trinkets or jewels, and

thanam Committee, Kumba- of the Bill is a desirable improvement A for the disposal of really useless orna-
A kénam. upon the present Act. - ments.
2, (2) Proposes certain additions and alterations .
g in sections 3, 10, 11, 26, 31, 38, 39, 41, V. Krishnama Chari .. «+| (1) The new Bill is an improvement on the
& ' . 58, 79, 80 and 81. ‘ existing law.
. 16 Gnana Sammantha Pundaram | (1) .The present Bill is not in accordance with
NN, Sunnathe Avargal of Durma- the policy of Act XX of 1863. (2) As the hereditary trustees are required
s puram Adhinam, (2) Itisadisgrace for the priests to be brought by the present Bill to sacrifice too
under the category of the other trustees, - . much, they should be exempted from
(3) Bection 79 of the Bill is objectionable. the jurisdiction of the temple commit-
. tees.
17 Thiruvambalam * Chettyar, | Suggests amendments to sections 5, 6, 7,8, '
¢ Managing Member, Devas-| 9, 10, 35, 53 and 56. (8) Proposes modifications in sections 2, 5, 6,
thanam Committee, Negapatam 7,21, 23, 26, 21, 31, 41, 47, 65, 70, 71,
Circle. 79 and 90. :
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28

29

30

31

32;

33

34

35

Madras.

Arcot.

Coimba-| Memorial of the inhabitants of

tore.

—

Cuddapah.

Bellary.

"{| BSabha Office, Madras,

North

The Becretaries of the Mahajana

Darmakartha - of Tirumalai,
Tirupathi, and other temples,

Coimbatore.

I Dewan of Vencataghiri oo

]

Memberg of the Hindu Temple
Committee of Cuddapah taluk,

The Secrotary, Hindn Lite
Bociety, Véyalp4d. i

A, Sabapathy Mudaliar ;_

(| The Secret to the Madras| S t iti isi
tIGIindu Deav:zthanam eCommit- uggests some additional provisions to the
o, .

foli‘cilwing effect : —

e formation of a central controlling bhod
like the Board of Revenue— the gOﬁicg
:}i t111e trustees, their annual budget and

6 language in which thejr di

are to be conducted. proccedings

Some alter:{tions in sections 57, 79 and 80
(1) The Comm_lttee of the Sabha notes with.
great satisfaction that all classes of tem-
les are brought within the scope of the

it.

(2) The Sabha disapproves of the
laid down in sections 74 (a), ﬂro(cbgdu;z
(), and prefers the simpler rule ’laid
down in the alternative section 74.

(8) The Bill will, if passed into law, produce
& great improvement in the adminis-
tration of Hindu temples.

(1) The Bill is an improvement on the existing

®  both as regards its scope and its details.

(2) Buggests modifications of sections 4, 6, 7,
9, 12, 19, 26, 27, 28, 29, 3, 3. 41’

o\ 1 26,563, 68, 72,79, 80, 81, 82 ang 94.

@) Eﬁpreslsles.feelings of joy and gratitude

or having instituted 1s8i

@ 8 to frame tli Bill. he eommission
ections 25, 26, 58, and exoe tion

in sections 61, 62 and 63 inpcon;e?t?g::

with section 72, are unsatisfactory,

(1) It is desirable to have some control over
Zemindary temples also. *
(2) The (&()ntx;)ill_iugt authority should com.

mand sufficient respect fro

@) 8 to be controlled. d ™ the persons
uggests District Judges or Sub-

to be of such controll%ng authox'it);].udges

(4) Buggests to expunge sections 79 and 8¢

of the Bill,

The Bill contains no provision whatever for

compelling the Revenue officials to render a

true and verified statement of lands granted

by Qovernment and others to the various
religious endowments and their servants,

(1) Some check or control over the temple

. funds of mutts is necessary. '

(2) Certain proposals are made with regard

to sections 2, 3, 7, 8, 16, 17, 24, 25 to

28, 382, 34, 35, 39, 40, 46, 53 1), 58

71, 72 to 74, 79 and 90, ’

(1) The distinction between temples endowed

by private charity and temples endowed

by other means should mot be doge

away with. .

(2) Temples endowed by private individuals

and mansged by their descendants may

be left oyt of the operation of the

proposed enactment. .

(3) Proposes certain amendments to sections

26 and 74.

(4) Act XX of 1863 is almost a- dead letter

and the proposed legislation is neces-

sary.

e e — —————

] 111 and that matams are excluded from -
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Name.

Reply.’

A
No. | District.
36 r
. I
PSR
~
37| & l
i
38 g
39 | Vizaga-
patam.
. 40 | Manga-
lore.
41 | Kurnool.
42 (
-
L
=
=
43

C. Nagojee Row Pantuin Garu,

A First-Grade Pleader, Coca-

B.A., Inspector of Schols, Nor-
thern Circle.

nada.

Do. do. .o

Rajah G. N. Gajapathi Row ..

Subba Row, ITigh Court Vakil.

The Temple Committee of Koil-
kuntla taluk, Kurnool dis-
trict.

Kerala Varma Rajah, the senior
Rajah of Chirakk4l kovila-
gum, in Chirakkal taluk, North
Malabar.

|| er, Hindu Sabha.

A. Sankaraiah, President found-

Offers a few remarks about the machinery

proposed in the Bill for the selection of

members of temple committees and about the

expenses of a suit between the members of a

committee and temple trustee.

Objects to the elective system introduced in

the Bill.

The Bill is suited to the present circumstances

of the country.

The elective system embodied in the Bill

ghould be given a fair trial.

(1) An exception should be made in the case

of temples under the exclusive manage-

*ment and control of its founders or their

8UCCESSOTS.

(2) Additions and alterations proposed with

regard to sections 6, 9 and 53.

Makes a few remarks about sections 2; 3, 6 and

56, 7 and 56, 18 and 15, 19 and 26, 31 and

- 37, 46, 52, 72, &¢.,, 78 and 91.

(1) Clear provisions are wanted in the Bill

on certain important points.

(2) Suggests alterations in sections 2, 6, 10,

23, 29, 32, 33, 35, 39, 57-A, 63, 68,

72, 74, 76, 79, 81, 82, 90, 91 and 94.

Objects to legislation on the following

“grounds :—

(1) It is Governmental
temple matters. )

(2) The Bill is against the order of Gov-
ernor-General in Council and beyond
the scope of Act XX of 1563.

(3) It is against the orders of the DBritish
Parliament and against the promise
of Her Majesty the Empress of India
contained in the Proclamation of
1858.

(4) It is against the eardinal principle of
British rule, viz., non-interference in
caste and religious matters.

(6) The temples in Malabar are founded on
the understanding that the income of
properties after defraying the ex-
penses of the temple should be ap-
propriated by their owners and pro-
prietors — our temples are founded on
the above understanding.

(7) The treaties between our ancestors and
the Homorable East India Company
sanction our independent manage-
ment of our temple affairs.

(8) Act XX of 1863 does not apply to
Malabar.

(9) Our temples and other temples in
Malabar may be excluded from the
operation of the Act.

(1) The Bill is based on the principle of usur-
pation. -

(2) The Bill is not in accordance with the
general laws applicable to mosques and
churches.

(3) The Superintendence of Achariars over
temple affairs is suggested.

interference in
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District.

Name.

Reply.

44

45

46

47

Malabar,

AL

Puthisherry Pudia Vittil Raman
Nambiar, uralen and proprie-
tor of Sangaran Kulangara
Edam temple, in Nittoor am-
shom of = Kottayam taluk,
North Malabar.

The second Rajah of Calicut.

Alakkat Illath Nambiathan
Nambudri, uralen and proprie-
tor of Thillangari temple and
its subordinate temple Kuru-
valloor of Thillangari desom,
in  Mozhakunnoo amshom,
Kottayam taluk.

Karakott Edathil Ryrappan
Nambiar of Ellarinhi desom,
Kanhilari amshom, in Chirak-

kél taluk, North Malabar.

Sikari Varma, Valia Raja of
Pélghat.

Objects to the Bill as it includes the private
temples of Malabar, and requests to exclude
his temple from the operation of the Act on
the ground of its being a private temple.

Objects to the extension of the Act to Mala-
bar—

(1) Regulation VIT of 1817 and Aet XX
of 1863 do not apply to Malabar.

(2) The temples of Malabar are constituted
on principles peculiar to Malabar.

(3) It is public robbery.

(4) No necessity for the interference in
Malabar.  The Bill is the outeome of
complaints from other distriets.

(5) Malabar temples are governed by local
usage and custom.

Malabar should be exempted from ‘the
proposed enactment.

Objects to the Bill—

(1) Itis against the orders and regulations
of the Honorable East India Com-
pany and the promise eontained in the
Proclamation of the Queen Empress
i 1858.

(?) The temples in Malabar are private
ones.

(3) Regulation VII of 1817 and Act XX
of 1363 are not applieable to Malabar.

Malabar should be excluded from the opera-
tion of the Act.

Objects to the Bill—
* (1) Itisaninterference in religious matters.
(2) Itisasource of grievance to the people
of Malabar.
(3) It is against the promise contained in
the Proclamation of 1858.

(4) Itis against the Despatch of the Home
Government in 1833,

(5) Regulation VII of 1817 and Act XX
of 1863 are not applicable to Malabar.

(6) It will deprive many families of their
tarwad property.

(7) In many cases the family estates are
registered in the name of the diety
in order to prevent family dissensions
and to cheek improper alienatious of
property by the members of the
family.

Malabar should be excluded from the
operation of the proposed enactment.

Objects to the Bill—

(1) It is beyond the scope of Act XX of
1863 and in contravention of the
orders of the Governor-General in
Council.

(2) Itis against the promise contained in
the Proelamation of 1858.

(3) Itisasourceof grievance to the owners
of temples in Malabar.

PR
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Pakarvur Swamiar, head of

the Naduvil Mutt, Malabar. | j
Objects to the Bill—

L \.'} 19
No. | District. Name, Reply.
(4) The temples in Malabar, unlike the
temples in other districts, are private.
(5) In Malabar only certain sects are allow-
ed to enter certain temples, so the super-
intendence of these temples cannot be
handed over to any but the members
of this sect.
Malabar should be excluded from the
operation of this Act.
49 The Nambudiries of Perinchel- Objects to the Bill—
loor gramam in Chirakkal (1) Itis a source of grievance to Numbu-
taluk. diries and Antharjannams (Nambudiri
ladies).
(2) It is opposed to the rules of manage-
ment as laid down by Ilindu Law.
(3) It is opposed to the reasons which led to
. the non-applicability of Regulation
VII of 1817 and Act XX of 1863 to
Malabar.
Malabar should be excluded from the
operation of the Act.
50 (1) Murikkancherai Kizhakai | '
Mulli Kot Kamaran; (2)
Chengunitaith Puthen Veetil
Chandu, uralers of Puthia
Kavu devasom in Agzhikot
amsom desom, Chirakkal taluk.
51 K.ishnan Nambudiri, uralen of
Govindapuram devasom in
Chirakk4l taluk. (1) The Bill is against the orders and procla-
52 The Uralen of Akbath devasom, | | mation of the Government of India
. Chirakkal taluk. and against the current of High Court
53 H Chalat Vengola Krishnan Nam. and Privy Council decisions.
§ 4 budire, uralen of Chalat|! (2) Itis opposed to the reasons which exclu-
g devasom, Puzhathi amsom, ded Malabar from the operation of
* Chirakkél taluk and 4 others, Regulation VII of 1817 and Act XX
54 Theeyarath Kunjamman Nam- of 1863.
biar and 8 others, uralers of | ¢ (3) It impoverishes many Malabar families
Vokyarathu devasom, Chirak- which are the founders and managers
k4l taluk. of these temples.
55 Etayeth Illoth Raman Nambu-|! (4) Itis against the promise contained in the
diri and anotber, uralers of Queen’s Proclamation of 1858.
Narath devasom in Narath (5) Many temples in Malabar are private,.
desom, Kannatiparamba am- Malabar should be excluded from the
som, Chirakk4l taluk. operation of the proposed enactment.
56 Kotakattari Kunji Puthia Veetil
Chindan and 6 others, uralers
of Kannati Paramba devasom
in Kannati Paramba amsom
desom, Chirakk4l taluk,
57 Subramania Bharatikal, alias

(1) The religious institutions of Malabar
are in character very dissimilar to
those of the other distriots.

(2) The Rajahs of Malabar never exercised
any melkoima rights over the temples
belonging to my mutt.
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THE MADRAS HINDU TEMPLES
BILL.

-

Wurress Act XX of 1863 passed by the
Governor-General of India in Council is
to cease to be in force in respect of Hindu
temples and other religious establishments
in the Presidency of Madras on and after
the 1st day of January 1894, and whereas
it is expedient to provide for the due
administration of the trusts relating to
Hindu temples in the said Presidency, it is
hereby enacted as follows : —

Crap1ER I.
LPreliminary.

1. This Act may be called the Madras
Hindu Temples Act, 1893. Tt shall come
into force on the 1st day of January 1894,
with the exception of Sections 3, 9, 10,
11 and 12 and so much as relate to the ~
publication of notices in Sections 15 and
94 which shall come into force on the 1st
day of July 1893 ; and it shall extend to
the whole of the Presidency of Madras.

2. Inthis Act, unless there be something
repugnant in the subject or context—

“ Temple ” means a place consecrated ag
a place of religious worship by whatever
designation known, and dedicated to, or
used as of right by, the Hindu community
or any section thereof as such place of
worship. It shall also include endow-
ments founded for the support of such place

~of worship, or for the performance of an

service or charity connected therewith, -

But it shall not include any institution
fuunded or recognised a$ the seat of an
ascetic or priest, notwithstanding that the
Hindu community or any section thereof
participates or joins in the religious wor-
ghip carried on in connection therewith by
s.ich ascetic or priest or by his disciples, if
any, and notwithstanding that endowments
have been founded for the benefit of such
institution or worship,

“Trustee ” means a person administer-

~ing the affairs of a temple by whatever

designation such person is known.

“ District” means the local limits of
the jurisdiction of a principal Civil Court
of original jurisdiction, and includes the
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local limits of the ordinary original juris-
diction of the High Court of Madras.

“ District Judge” means the Judge
presiding over a principal Civil Court of
original jurisdiction ; and within the local
limits of the ordinary original jurisdiction
of the High Court of Madras, the Judge
presiding over the City Court established
nnder Act No. .

‘“ District Court” means a Court pre-
sided over by a District Judge.

Cuarrer II.

Establishment of Committees and their
Constitution.

3. The District Judge shall establish one
or more committees for the purpose of exer-
cising superintendence over the temples
situate within the district, and shall assign
to each committee the temples over which
it is fto exercise such superintendence,
either by name, or as situate within a
local area, or as situate within a local area
and belonging to a particular class.

4. Tt shall be competent to the District

‘Judge to increase or reduce the number
of commttees in the district, or to transfer

any temple from the superintendence of

one committee to that of another com-
mittee, the grounds for 'such increase or
reduction or transfer being recorded in
writing.

It shall also be competent to the District

Judge to withdraw from the superinten- -

dence of any committee any temple whose

gross income is not less than Rs. 5,000

per annum, and to establish a separate
committee for such temple.

Provided such changes shall take effect

only when members of committee have to

» be elected and nominated under this Act.

- 5. Each committee shall consist of as

many members as the Judge may deter-
mine prior to each election, of whom, as

hereinafter provided, one-half shall be

elected and the other half nominated ;
provided that the total number of members
shall be an even number, not less than 6
por more than 12. .

6. In order to be qualified to be elected,
pominated or appointed member of com-
mittee a person must—

(@) be of the male sex ;

(4) te a Hindu by religion ;
~ (c) have completed twenty-five years
of age; _ ) o
(d) be resident in the district ;

o Y e a T e e
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(¢) have an annual income of not
less.tl'lan Rs. 500, or be a member of an
undivided family having such income ;
or own land or be a member of an undi-
vided family owning land paying annually
revenue or rent of not less than Rs. 100
or pay or be member of an undivided
family paying municipal or other local
taxes amounting to not less than Rs. 25
per annum,

And further he must not be a person —

(f) who has been sentenced by any
Court to imprisonment, whipping or

- transportation, which sentence has mnot

been annulled on appeal or revision
un]essg the Judge passing the sentence o;'
the District Judge has, by an order which
such Judge or District Judge is hereby
empowered to make if he shall see fit
directed that such sentence shall not
operate as a disqualification ;

(9) who has been convicted of an
offence under Section 100 ;

(%) who is an uncertificated bankrupt
or undischarged insolvent ;

(?) who is a tenant, lessee or mortga-
gee of any property of a temple subject
to the superintendence of the committee,

When an undivided Hindu family has
fulfilled the condition prescribed in
clause (e) of this section, only one member
thereof shall, as representing such family,

- be eligible to be elected member of

committee,

7. Any person elected, nominated or
appointed member of committee under
this Act shall cease to be a member if
subsequent to the last publication o’f
the Temple Committee Members List as
provided in Sections 9 and 13, he has
been sentenced by any Court to imprison-
ment, whipping or tramsportation or has
beeq convicted of an offence under
Section 100, or if he becomes bankrupt or
1nsolvent, or if he becomes tenant, lessee
or mortgagee of any property of a temple
subJeqt to the superintendence of the
committee, or if he accepts the office of
trustee of such temple, or if he renounces
the Hindu religion and embraceg some
other religion; nor shall any person
continue to be member of committee who
has failed to attend three consecutive ordi-
nary meetings or six consecutive meetings
be they ordinary, special or adjourned. ’

Provided that, a person, who has
ceased as aforesaid to be a member by
reason of his having been sentenced or
convicted, shall be restored to office for
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such portion of the period for which he
was elected or nominated or appointed as
may remain unexpired at the date of such
restoration, if and when—

() such sentence or conviction has
been annulled on appeal or revision: .

() the disqualification caused by
such sentence has been removed by an
order as provided in Section 6 ;

(¢) hebecomes a certificated bankrupt
or undischarged insolvent ;

and provided, further, that in the case

of a person who as aforesaid hag ceased
to be a member by reason of his failure
to attend the prescribed number of meet-
ings, the remaining members of the
committee may in their discretion restore
such person to office at the next ordinary
meeting held after such person has ceased
to be a member.

8. In order to be qualified to vote at
the election of members of committee, a
person must— '

() be of the male sex ; ,
(6) be a Hindu by religion H
(c) have completed twenty-five years
of age ; )
(4) be resident in the district R
(¢) have an annual income of not
less than Rs. 800, or be a member of an
undivided family having such income ;
or own land or be a member of an undi-
vided Hindu family owning land, paying
revenue or rent of not less than Rs. 30
annually ; or pay or be a member of an
undivided family paying municipal or
local taxes amounting to not less than
Rs. 10 per, annum; or be a University
. graduate ;
And further he must not be a person—

(/) who has been sentenced by any
Court to imprisonment, whipping or
transportation, which sentence has not
been annulled on appeal or revision, ,
unless the Judge passing the sentence or
the District Judge has, by an order which
such Judge or District Judge is hereby
empowered to make if he shall see fit,
directed that such sentence shall not
operate as a disqualification ; .

(g9) who has been convicted' of an
offence under Section 100;

(%) who is an uncertificated bankrupt
or undischarged insolvent.

9. In every district, a list, styled
- Temple Committee Members List, of per-
sons qualified to be elected members of.
committees established under. this Aect,.
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and a list, styled Temple Committee Volers
List, of persons qualified to elect such
members, with the name of the [place of
residence of each person and the name of
the revenue division of the Tahsildar in
which such place is situate, or the name
of the Sub-Registrar’s division if the place
of residence be not comprised within the
revenue division of a Tahsildar, shall, not
later than three months after the 1st July
1893, be prepared and published in the
District Gazette under the authority of
the District Judge.

10. Any person qualified to be elected
or to vote, whose name is omitted in any
such list, may, within one month from
the date of the publication of the list,
apply to the District Judge to insert his
name therein. On such application
being made, the District Judge shall, after
making such enquiry as he may deem
necessary, pass such order as to the inser-
tion or otherwise of the name of the
applicant as he thinks fit, and such order
shall be final.

11. The District Judge may, on appli-
cation made within one month from the
date of publication of the list provided for
in Section 9 by any person interested as
described in Section 94, in any temple in
the district, after giving mnotice to the
person the inclusion of whose name in
any such list is objected to, conduct an
inquiry -into the matter; and if after
making such inquiry as he may deem
necessary, the District Judge is satisfied
that the person is not entitled to be
elected or to vote, as the case may be, he
shall pass an order removing the name of
such person from the list ; and such order
shall be final.

12. The said lists shall be amended in
accordance with the orders, if any, passed
under the last two preceding Sections,

"and the amendments so made shall be

published in the District Gazette before
the commencement of the next succeeding
year. The lists so amended shall, in
respect of all elections held with reference
thereto, be conclusive proof that the
persons whose names are entered therein
are entitled to be elected or to vote, as the
case may be, and that no other persen is
so entitled.

13. The District Judge shall, in the
third quarter of every fifth year reckoned
from 1893 exclusive, cause the said lists,

* amended as aforesaid, to be revised and
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published as provided in Section 9 before
the commencement of the fourth quarter
of every such fifth year, and the provi--
sions of Sections 10,11 and 12 shall mulatis
mutandis apply to every such revised list.

14. The first election of members of
committee under this Act shall take
place in the month of January 1894, and
the succeeding elections shall take place in
the month of January of every fifth year
reckoned from 1894 exclusive.

156. Every such election shall be by
ballot, and shall be held, under the super-
intendence of the District Judge or any
other officer or person deppted by him
in that behalf, and at such time and place
as the said Judge may fix by notice pub-
lished in the District Gazette at least one
month prior to the date of election, and
subject to such rules as the Governor in
Council may from time to time prescribe
in that behalf not inconsistent with any
of the provisions of this Act.

16. The District Judge may fix such.
remuneration as he may deem reasonable
to the officer or person deputed by him to
conduct elections as aforesaid.

17. After such election, the District
Judge shall cause a list to be prepared in
which the candidates are arranged accord-
ing to the number of votes obtained by
them; and shall declare to have been
elected as many of the candidates, beginning
with the eandidate who has obtained the
highest number of votes and proceeding in
consecutive order, as have to be elected
members of committee under the provi-
pions of Section 5. In cases of equality
of votes between two or more candidates,
all of whom cannot be declared elected,
the Judge shall declare which of them are
to be deemed elected.

18. If at any election the prescribed
number be not duly elected, then, the

Judge shall appoint as many members as -

may be required to make up the prescribed
number, and the persoms so appointed
shall be deemed to have been elected at
such election. :
19. After the results of the election are
declared, the District Judge shall, as soon
as practicable, nominate as many persons
as are required to be nominated under
Section 9. ' ‘
20. Every member of committee elec-
ted or nominated under this Act shall, |
unless he is disqualified under Section 7

7
or is rempved for misconduct as herein-
after provided, be entitled to hold office
untll' tl}e next succeeding elections and
nominations are declared and made.

21. Any outgoing momk
mittee shall, if otherwise qu
eligible for re-election or nomination, ™

of com-
) be

22. Any member of committee may
tender his resignation to the Chairman of
the committee, and, on such resignation
being accepted or after the expiry of two
months from the date of tender of such re-
signation, he shall be deemed to have
vacated his office.

23. When a vacancy occurs in the office
of member of committee before the expi-
ration of the period for which he was
elected or nominated the remaining meém-
bers shall, as soon as practicable, fill up
the vacancy; and the person appointed
to fill up the vacancy, shall, unless he is
disqualified under Section 7 or is removed
for misconduct, be entitled to hold office
until the next succeeding elections and
nominations are declared and made, or
until the person in whose stead he was
appointed is restored to office as provided
in Rection 7 ; and the person so appointed
shall be deemed to be elected or nominated
according as he was appointed in the place
of an elected or nominated member.

24. If the vacancy be not so filled up
within a ‘month of its occurrence, the
DlStI‘le: Judge on the application of any
person interested as described in Section
94 shall appoint a person to hold office as
aforesaid, and the person so appointed
shall be deemed to be elected or nomi-
nated according as he was appointed in the
place of an elected or nominated member,

26. From and after the date on which
this Act comes into force, every commit-
tee established under Act XX of 1863
which 1is /in existence on the said date
shall, subject to the provisions of the next
following Section, be deemed to have been
duly constituted under this Act, and one-
half the members thereof be deemed elected

znc: the other half nominated under this
ct. " .

26. The District Judge shal i
under Section 5 howg many1 ﬁz?nr?e:;e
including such as may have to be electeé
under the provisions of the next followin
Section, each such committee shall consis%:
of, provided the number so fixed be not,
less than the number of members which
such committees would consist of if this
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Act had not been passed ; and the addi-
tional members, if any, required to make
up the number thus fixed shall be elected
and nominated as nearly as may be
practicable in equal proportions.

. When any such committee shall consist
of more members than twelve, all the mem-
bers thereof shall continue to be members
of the committee. Provided that no
vacancy which occurs on such a com-
mittee before and until the number of
members thereof is reduced to twelve shall
be filled up.

27. Every vacancy in the office of a
member of such committee which has not
_been filled up prior to the coming into
operation of this Act shall be filled up by
election at the first election of members of
committee held under this Act.

Every subsequent vacancy happening
in the office of member of such committee,
until the next succeeding elections and
nominations are declared and made shall
be treated alternately as a vacancy in
the office of an elected mfember and a
nominated member.

28. From and after the date on which
this Act comes into force, every committee,
established under Act XX of 1863 for
any local area and which by Section 25 is
constituted a committee established under
this Act, shall have superintendence and
control over all temples within such local
area.

929. From and after the date on which
this Act comes into force, every committee,
established under Act XX of 1863 in

. respect of temples of a particular class
within any local area and which by
Bection 25 is constituted a committee
established under this Act, shall have
superintendence and control over all tem-
ples of the same class within such area.

30. Every committee shall, as soon as
racticable after its members have all been
elected and nominated, hold its first meet-
ing at such place and time as the major-
ity may determine. Notice in writing
of such meeting shall be given to the
members thereof at least three clear ddys
before the date of such meeting. At such
meeting, the committee shall elect its
Chairman. "

31. Every committee shall have an
office, and shall meet ordinarily for trans-
action of business once a month, and also
as often as a meeting shall be convened
by the Chairman. It shall be the duty of
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the Chairman to convene a meeting when

required in writing to do so by not less
than three members.

32. Every committee established under
this Act shall use a seal bearing the
following inscription in the vernacular

language of the district : “ Theseal of the
Committee of = .7

33. No business shall be transacted at
a meeting unless at least three members
of the committee are present.

34. At every meeting of the committee
the Chairman shall preside. In the
absence of the Chairman, the members of
committee present shall select one of their
number to preside at such meeting.

35. In case of difference of opinion,

the question before the committee shall

be decided by a majority of votes of the
members present, and in the case of equa-
lity of votes, the Chairman or the presiding
memnber shall have a casting vote.

36. Resolutions of committee shall be
carried out by the Chairman.

37. Minutes of Resolutions passed at
each meeting shall be recorded in a book
to be kept for the purpose, and shall be
signed by the Chairman or the presiding
member.

38. Nothing done by a committee
under this Act shall be invalid by reason
of the number of members of such com-
mittee being less than the number fixed
under Section 5, or by reason of the
disqualification of any member of such
committee. '

_39. The committee may, with the pre-
vious sanction of the District Judge, fix

. the number and salaries of servants of the

committee and the scale of other charges

necessary for carrying out the purposes of
this Act.

40. The committee shall appoint proper
persons to be its servants, and may suspend,
fine or dismiss any of them. -

41. Bubject to the provisions of this
Act, it shall be the duty of every commit-
tee to take such measures as may be
necessary to ensure that all endowments
of temples under its superintendence are
duly appropriated to the purposes for
which they were founded, that they are
not converted to the private use of indi-
viduals or otherwise misappropriated, and
that the established usages of such temples
are observed and maintained.
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42. Tt shall be the duty of every com-
mittee to keep regular accounts of all its
receipts and disbursements, and to prepare
and publish in the District Gazette a
general report of the administration of
the affairs of the temples subject to its
superintendence, for the year preceding
that in which the report is published.

43. It shall be lawful for every com-

_ mittee after the close of each year to cause
the accounts of receipts and disbursements
bf any temple under its superintendence
to be audited, and in case of every temple
whose gross income is not less -than

Rs. 5,000 per annum, the committee shall -

cause such audit to be made.

44. The report of the auditor in every
- ease shall be published in the District
Gazetto.

45. The auditor shall be paid out of
the funds of the temple, whese accounts
have been audited, such reasonable remu-
neration as the committee may, by an
order in writing, fix.

46. Tt shall be lawful for the commit-
tee to examine, or cause to. be examined,
the. balance of cash remaining to the credit
of any temple. and all other property
belonging thereto, and to ascertain whether
such balance and property agree with the
entries in the accounts and books of the
temple. '

47. The District Judge shall fix, by an

order in writing, the amounts required .

for the expenses in connection with the
election of members of committee under
this Act, and call upon the committee
concerned to contribute the same in such
proportion as he may fix, having regard
chiefly to the incomes of the temples under
each committee. The District Judge may
direet every committee to furnish such
information as he may require for this
purpose. '

48. Every committee shall, by an order
in writing, distribute the amount it may
be called upon to eontribute under Sec-
tion 47 among the temples subject to its
superintendence in such proportion as it
may determine, having regard chiefly to
the income of each of such temples; and
shall remit to the Distriet Judge the
contributions so made.

49. Every committee shall, by an order
jn writing, distribute the cost of its estab-
lishment and other ‘charges fixed under
Section 39 among the dificrent temples
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under its superintendence in such propor-
tion as it may determine, having regard
chiefly to the income of each of such
temples.

50. Every committee shall fix, by an
order in writing, the amount payable out of
the funds of any temple under its superin-
tendence for expenses to be incurred in
connection with the election of a trustee
for such temple under this Aet.

51. Orders passed under Sections 45,
47, 48, 49 and 50 by a committee or by
the District Judge, fixing the amounts
chargeable to a committee or to a temple,
shall be final.

Crarrer 111
' T'rustees, their Duties and Liabilities.

92. Any person whose name is entered
in the Temple Committee Members List
published under Sections 9, 12 and 13
shall be qualified to be elected or appoint-
ed trustee of a temple, provided that—

(@) his name is entered in such list
as residing within the division of a
Tahsildar or Sub-Registrar in which such
temple is situate;

(%) he is according to the usage in
such temple entitled to enter the inmner
precincts thereof

(¢) he Dbelongs to that religious
denomination for which such temple is
chiefly maintained.

And any person whose name is entered
in the Temple Committee Voters List
published under Sections 9, 12 and 13 and
whose place of residence is therein men-
tioned as situate within the division of a
Tahsildar or of a Sub-Registrar, shall be
qualified to vote for the election of a
trustee of any temple situate within such
division.

63. The office of every trustee other
than a trustee of a temple referred to in
Section 101 shall be filled by election to
be held once in five years as provided in
Section 14. '

64. Every election of a trustee under
this chapter shall be by ballot, and shall
be held under the superintendence of the
committee or any member thereof deputed
by the committee in that behalf, at such
time and place as the committee may fix
by notice published at least one month
before the date of election in the District
Gazette, and subject to such rules as the
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Governor in Council may prescribe in
that behalf not inconsistent with any of
the provisions of this Act.

95. The committee shall, by notification
in the District (Glazette, declare to have
been duly elected the person who, being
qualified to be elected trustee under Sec-
tion 52, has secured the highest number
of votes. Such declaration shall in respect
of the election to which it relates be con-
elusive evidence that such person is not
disqualified under Section 52, clause (5)
or (c). In cases of equality of votes
between two or more such persons, the
committee shall decide which of them is
to be declared elected. Every person
elected a trustee under this Act shall be
entitled to hold office until a trustee is
electedat the next following election, unless
in the meantime he becomes disqualified
or is removed as provided in the Act.

66. If any election held under this
ehapter fails, the committee shall, not-
withstanding that the time prescribed by
Section 14 for an election has elapsed, hold
successive eleetions until a trustee is duly
elected, subject to the ether provisions
applicable to sueh election.

7. For every temple subject to the
superintendence of a committee estab-
lished under this Aet other than a temple
referred to in Section 101, there shall ordi-
narily be only one trustee, but with the
previous sanction of the District Judge,
it shall be competent to the committee
to declare in the notice preseribed by Sec-
tion 54 that the number of trustees to be
elected for any such temple shall be three ;
provided that the number of trustees of
every such temple shall, until the election
of trustees to be held in 1899 takes place,
eontinue to be the same as it would if this
Act had not been passed.

68. Every person who at the date this
Act comes into force is trustee of a temple
other than a temple referred to in Section
101 shall be deemed to have been elected a
trustee under the Act immediately after it

_eomes into operation.

59. The office of every trustee other
than the trustee of a temple referred to
in Section 101 which at the date on which
this Act comes into force is vacant shall
be filled by election to be held as soon
after that date as practicable. :

60. Any person who has been elected or
appointed a trustee shall cease to be a
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trustee if, subsequent to the last publi-
cation of the Temple Committee Members
List as provided in Sections 9 and 13, he
has been sentenced by any court to im-
prisonment, whipping or transportation, or
has been convicted of an offence under
Section 100, or he becomes a bankrupt or
an insolvent, or he becomes a tenant, lessee
or mortgagee of any property belonging te
the temple of which he is trustee, or he
accepts the office of member of the com-
mittee having superintendence over such
temple, or he renounces the Hindu religion
and embraces some other religion.
Provided that a person who has ceased
as aforcsaid to be a trustee by reason of
his having been sentenced or convicted or
by reason of his having become a bank-
rupt or an insolvent, shall be restored to
office for such portion of the period for
which he was elected or appointed as
may remain unexpired at the date of such
restoration, if and when—

{a) such sentence or conviction has
been annulled on appeal or revision ;

(8) the disqualification caused by
such sentence has been removed by an
order of the Judge who passed the
sentence, or the District Judge, as pre-
scribed in Section 6 ;

(¢) hebecomes a certificated bankrupt
or discharged insolvent ;

and in case of such restoration, any
person who may have been appointed in
his stead shall vacate office- inmediately
after such restoration.

61. Any trustee elected or appointed
may tender his resignation to the com-
mittee, and on such resignation being
accepted or after the expiry of two months
from the date on which such resignation
was tendered, he shall be deemed to have
vacated his office.

62. Whenever from any cause a vacancy
shall occur in the office of any trustee
other than a trustee referred to in Section .
101, the committee having superintendence
over the temple the trusteeship of which
has become vacant shall forthwith appoint
a person qualified to be elected trustee
under the Act to fill up such vacancy,
and the person so appointed shall be
entitled to hold office until a trustee is
elected at the next succeeding election,
unless in the meantime he becomes
disqualified or is removed as provided in
this Akct.

63. Whenever from any cause a
vacancy shall occur in the office of trustee
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of any temple referred to in Section 100-A
and the duties of such office are not dis-
charged by any person either by reason
of dispute respecting the right of sumec-
cession to such office or of any other

“cause, it shall be lawful for any person
interested as described in Section 94 in
such temple to apply to the District Court
to appoint a manager for such temple, and
thereupon such Court may appoint a
manager to act until some other person
shall by suit or otherwise have established
his right to such office. . The manager so
appointed by the District Court shall have
and shall exercise all the powers which
the trustee, in whose place he is appointed
by the Court, had or could have exercised
in relation to such temple, and shall be
subject to all the duties and liabilities
imposed on such trustee in relation to such
temple.

64. Itshall be the duty of the trustee
of every temple to prepare a register
showing—- :

(e) particulars of all endowments of
such temple, all grants, sasanams, sanads,
title-deeds and other material documents
relating thereto;

(6) particulars of the scheme of
administration and of the Dittam or the
prescribed scale of expenditure ;

(¢) the names of all persons in receipt
of any salary, emolument or .perquisite
from the institution, and the nature,
tenure and conditions (if any) of service
in each case;

(d) the jewels, gold, silver, all ves:
sels and utensils, and all other moveables
belonging to the institution with their
estimated value ; :

Such register shall be authenticated
by the trustee, and a copy thereof for-
warded to the committee exercising super-
intendence over the temple ; and it shall
be revised in the first quarter of every
year, and a statement showing the alter-
ations and additions, if any, shall be
prepared and authenticated by the trustee,
and a copy thereof shall be forwarded by
him to the committee.

65. It shall be the duty of the trustee
of every temple to keep regular accounts
of receipts and disbursements.

66. It shall be the duty of thetrustee
of every temple before the expiry of the
first month in each year to submit to
the committee having control and superin-
tendence over such temple in such form as
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the committee may prescribe an account
of receipts and disbursements.

67. It shall be the duty of the trustee
of every temple to furnish in writing such
information or accounts relative to the
management or affairs of the temple as
may be called for by the committee exer-
cising superintendence over the temple.

68. The trustee of every temple shall
be bound to pay out of the funds of the
temple under his charge the amount fixed
by the committee as chargeable to that
temple under Sections 45, 48, 49 and 50 ;
and in default thereof, the order of the
committee, on application being made by
the committee to the District Judge, shall
be enforced by bim as if it were a decree
passed against the trustee for payment of
such amount out of the funds of that
temple.

69. Every trustee of a temple shall be
bound to obey all lawful orders issued by
the committee exercising supervision over
the temple. If any such order is dis-
obeyed, it shall be competent to the
committee within three months from the
date of such disobedience to apply to the
District Court by petition, which shall be
verified in the manner prescribed by the
Code of Civil Procedure for verification of
plaints, for enforcing compliance with such
order. On receipt of such application,
the District Court shall give notice to the
trustee, and on hearing him in case he
appears personally or by pleader, it may
direct compliance with the order as passed
by the committee or as modified by such
court, .

All orders passed by the District Judge

-under this section shall be appealable and

enforceable as a decree.

70. In cases in which the committee is
satisfied that the efficient administration of
the affairs of a temple cannot be secured
otherwise than by remunerating the trustee
thereof, it shall be competent to such
committee, with the previous sanction of
the District Judge, to fix the amount of
such remuneration to be paid out of the
funds of such temple, provided that in no
case shall such remuneration exceed the
sum of Rs. 100 per month,

CraptER IV,

Of the Powers of Supervision of Committees
. over Trustees.

71. Tt shall be competent to the com-
mittee, or any member thereof deputed by
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the committeein that behalf, to make alocal
inquiry concerning any matter relative to
the affairs of any temple subject to 1its
superintendence ; and it shall be the duty
of the trustee of such temple to produce
suchaccounts, vouchers or other documents
in his possession or power as may be called
for, and to afford all regsonqble assistance
in the conduct of such inquiry.

" 792. When there is reason to believe
that any trustee has been guilty of
misfeasance, breach of trust or neglect of
duty, it shall be lawful for the committee
exercising superintendence over such
temple, or any member thereof autherized
by the committee, in that behalf, to hqld
an inquiry into the charges brought
inst the trustee.

ag?f after such inquiry it shall appear to
the committee that such trustee 1s guilty
of the charges brought against him, or that
there is other good and sufficient cause
for his dismissal, it shall be lawful gor
guch committee to dismiss him by an or hP:r
in writing, stating the reasons for his
dismissal and requiring him to vacate his
office. Provided that ne sueh order shall
be passed without giving the trustee an
opportunity to be heard in his defence.

been dis-
3. Whenever a trustee has '
miZsed by an order of the eommltteicf
assed under section 72, thtla1 tl?St‘se Slﬁ?m
eli n all properties he y '
g:h;ﬁ:‘h utgu?;tee Pto Pthe person elected or
appointed in his stead.
i ithin the time.
. It e fails to do so within
ﬁx7e;4i by the committee, it shall be _com&
tent to the person elected or appointe
iP:his stead to apply to the ]-)m’gllct J udg:;
ition to be verified mn the man
bl}',esgiﬁ?inbyothe Code of Civil Procedgre
?01' the verification of plaints, for an ord.er
direeting the delivery by the trustee dis-
missed as aforesaid of all the properties
held by him as such trustee. .
Such petition shall be aceompanie A ¥
an authenticated copy of the order dis-

missing the trustee.

e District Judge, on the perusal
of Zh{)e p'lgiition and of the copy of the order
accompanying the same, shall pass & gum&
mary order directing the trustee dlsmysset

as aforesaid to deliver to the apphcagl
session of all the properties held.d y
him as trustee, unless the Districé Ju g:

be of opinion that there were no suﬁi(fn:]lll
 prima facie grounds for the dismissal of the

trustee.

17

Such order shall be served on the trustee
in the same manner as a summons ‘issued
to a defendant in a suit.

76. If after the service of such sum-
mary order the trustce does not deliver
possession of all or any of the properties
held by him as such trustee, it shall be
competent to the person elected or appoin-
ted in his stead to apply to the District
Judge by petition for the issue of a
warrant for the delivery of such proper-
‘ties. The petition shall set forth the
particulars and description of the proper-
ties of which delivery is sought, and shall
be verified in the manner specified in the
Civil Procedure Code for the verification
of plaints.

77. On receipt of such application,
notice ¢hereof shall be given to the dis-
missed trustee, and after hearing him, in
case he appears personally or by pleader,
and making such summary inquiry as
the District Judge may deem fit, such
Judge shall issue a warrant for the
delivery by such trustee of such of the
properties mentioned in the application as
may be found to have come into his
hands as trustee and to be held by him.

The warrant issued under this Section’

“shall be executed as a warrant issued for

the delivery of property in execution of
a decree passed in a civil suit.

78. Nothing herein contained shall bar a
suit for enforcing the order of a committee
dismissing a trustee, or a suit to recover
possession from the trustee of any proper-
ties held by him as such trustee, or a suit
by such trustee to impeach the validity
or propriety of an order dismissing him,
or a suit for the recovery of the properties
of which he may have been dispossessed
under a warrant issued as aforesaid,

79. The committee having supervision
over a temple referred to in Section
101 may sue before a Court of competent -
jurisdiction the trustee of such temple for
any misfeasance, malfeasance or breach of
trust committed by such trustee in respect
of the trusts vested in or confided to him,
and the Court may direct the specific
performance of, or abstention from, any
act by such trustee, and may decree damages
and costs against such trustee and ma
also direct the removal of such trustee,

80. On application made by a com-
mittee, the District Court may pass an
ordqr directing the trustee of a temple
subject to its supervision to pay the
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committee in the first instance out of the
funds of such temple all costs and expenses
likely to be incurred by the committee in
the prosecution or defence of any suit or
legal proceeding that may be instituted
under Sections 77, 78 and 79.

81. Such application shall state the
nature of the suit or legal proceeding to
which it relates as well as the estimated
amount, and such order may be executed as

a decree for money payable out of the funds -

of the temple.

Provided that if the Court in which
such suit or legal proceeding is instituted
considers the institution or defence of such
suit or legal proceeding to be frivolous, it
shall be competent to such Court by its
decree or order to direct the refund of the
whole or any part of such amount.

CrartER V.

Investment and appropriation of Trust
Funds and alienation of Trust Property.

82. Whenever there are surplus funds
in the hands of a trustee, he may invest
the same, subject to the directions con-

tained in the instrument of trust, in

one or other of the securities specified in
clauses (a), (), (¢), (d), (¢) and (f) of Sec-
tion 20 .of the Indian Trusts Act, 1882, or
in the purchase of land or other immove-

able property. ' :

83. Whenever the income of a temple
is permanently in excess of its require-
ments includiug such repairs and improve-
ments of the temple as may be necessary
or desirable, the trustee of a temple
referred to in- Section 101, and in the
case of every other temple, either the com-
mittee having superintendence over it, or
[its trustee, may apply by petition to the
District Judge for sanction to devote such
surplus, or any portion thereof, to educa-
tional or other charitable purposes not
inconsistent with the objects of the temple.

84. On receipt of such application, it
shall be competent to the Distriet Judge,
if he is satisfied that the application is
reasonable, to determine what portion of
such surplus shall be kept as a reserve
fund, and to direct the remainder to be
devoted to any educational or other chari-
table purposes suggested by the applicant
and approved by the District Judge.

Any order passed under this Section

may from time to time be revised by the
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District Judge on an application made in
that behalf.

85. Wheuever the trustee of any temple
may consider the exchange, sale, mortgage
or a lease for a term exceeding five years
of any land or other immoveable pro-
perty of the temple is necessary or benefi-
cial to the institution, it shall be compe-
tent to him to apply by petition to the
District Judge to sanction such trans-
action.

The petition shall set forth the circum-
stances which render such transaction
necessary or beneficial to the institution ;
the description and extent of property
proposed to be alienated ; the terms, con-
ditions and other material particulars of
the proposed transaction; and it shall be
verified in the manner prescribed by the
Civil Procedure Code for the verification
of plaints. _

The District -Judge shall give notice of
such petition to the committee having
superintendence over the temple, and after
hearing the committee or its pleader, and
after making such inquiry as he may
deem fit, he may sanction the proposed
transaction or pass such other order
relative thereto as to him may seem
proper.

Such order shall be conclusive proof
that the transaction concluded in accord-
ance with such order was necessary or
beneficial to the temple concerned.

86. No exchange, sale, mortgage or
lease for a term exceeding five years of
any land or other immoveable property
belonging to a temple made by its trustee
shall be valid unless made with the sanc-
tion of the District Judge as aforesaid.

Provided that nothing herein contained
shall affect the power of a trustee to make
such alienation, if he be expressly autho-
rised by the instrument of trust, if any,
to effect such alienation.

General and Miscellaneous.

87. The Local Government may by
notification in the Official Gazette invest
any Court inferior in grade to a District
Court with all or any of the functions of
a District Judge under this Act other
than that mentioned in Section 6, clause
(f), Section 9, clause ( f), and Section 97,
and may cancel or vary such notification.

Any Court of inferior grade so invested
ghall within the local limits of its juris-
diction have concurrent jurisdiction with
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the District Court in the exercise of such
functions.

88. No action for damages shall lie
against all or any of the members of a
committee established under this Act or
against any person acting under the
authority of such committee for any act
bond fide done or ordered to be done under
this Act.

89. No election of member of com-
mittee established under this Aect or of a
trustee of a temple shall be held invalid
by reason of any irregularity in the publi-
cation of the lists prescribed in Sections
9, 12 and 13 or by reason of such lists
not having been published within the time
prescribed in the said Sections, or by
reason of such election not having been
held within the time prescribed by Sec-
tion 14.

90. Every suit, appeal or application
which is instituted or made by one or
more members of a committee established
under this Act shall be deemed to be insti-
tuted or made by such committee, pro-
vided that such suit, appeal or application

is instituted or made in pursuance to a-

resolution passed al a meeting of such
committee.
91. All expenses necessary for carrying

out the provisions of this Act shall be pay-
able out of the funds of the temple in the

. interests of which such expenses have to

be incurred.

92. All costs and expenses incurred or
made payable in respect of any suit or
other proceeding shall be chargeable to
the temple on whose behalf such suit or
proceeding may have been instituted or
defended, unless the decree or order should
otherwise specifically direct.

93. A committee established under this
Act and the trustee of a temple subject to

_its superintendence shall, if and whenever

they concur, be competent to regulate from
time to time the standard scale of expen-
diture in any temple under the superin-
tendence of such committee, and the pro-
portions in which the incomes thereof are
to be applied to the several objects of the
temple.

In case of a difference of opinion
between the committee and the trustee,
it shall be competent to either to submit
the matter in difference by petition to
the District Judge, whose order thereon
shall be final.
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Provided that nothing contained in this
section shall be taken to authorise the

- application of the income of any specific

endOW{neqt to any purpose other than that
for which 1t was founded, except as herein-
before provided in Sections 83 and 84.

94. Any person or persons interested in
any temple, or in the performance of the
worship or the service thereof or the
trusts relating thereto, may, without join-
ing as plaintiff any of the other persons
Interested therein, sue before a Court of
competent jurisdiction the trustee of such
temple or the member of any committee
established under this Aet for any mis-
feasance, breach of trust or neglect of duty
committed by such trustee or member of
such committee, in respect of the trusts
vested in or confided to them ; and the
Court may direct the specific performance
of any act by such trustee or member of

- committee, and may decree damages and

costs against such trustee or member of
committee, and may also direct the
removal of such trustee or member of
committee,

_Such decree shall, in so far as it may
direct the specific performance of an act
or the payment of damages for the benefit
of the temple, be executed only at the
1nstance of the trustee of the temple pro-
vided that in cases in which the decree ig
against the trustee without removing him
from office it shall be executed by the
committee for the benefit of the temple,

95. The interest required in order to
entitle a person to sue under the last pre-
ceding section need not be a pecuniary or
a direct or immediate interest, or such an
interest as would entitle the person suing
to take any part in the management or
superinfendence of the trusts. ~Any per-
son having a right of attendance or having
been in the habit of attending at the per-
formance of the worship or service of any
Hindu temple, or of partaking in the

- benefit of any distribution of alms, shall be

deemed to be a person interested withj
C in
the meaning of the last preceding section,

96. In any suit or proceedin instituted
under this Aect, it shall be glawful for
the Court before which such suit or pro-

. ceeding is pending to order any matter

in difference in such suit to be referred
for decision to one or more arbitrators
Wheneve.r' any such order shall be made,
the provisions of Chapter 37 of the Codt;
of Civil Procedure shall in all respects
apply to such order and arbitration, in the
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India, a Tand of contentment under all evils in days
gone by, by an un-looked-for influence of western education
mdiscriminately dealt out to its people, by the liberal
minded Englishman, has now become and is becoming a fac-
tory, for moulding a noisy clique of discontented and
malcontent agitators,ever secking to upset the existing order
of things, in order to realise their own ambitious and sordid
ends.  Observation with impartial judgment will not fail
to point out,how the aristocracy of the country is dying out
and deteriorating, and the lower orders are being uplifted
mto prominence. The deterioration of the time-honored
aristocracy and a risirg into prominence of a new class of
men creates in the latter a craving for power and position
unheard of by their ancestors. The education given is so
inexpensive that cven a cook, a waterman and a punchangam-
wallah, supplementing his income alittle by beggary, gra-
duates his sons in our universities, only to make them roam
about the country with mischievous discontentment and to
urge reforms and changes, all to bring weight to their ragged
and empty purse. Had special care been bestowed and in-
ducements held out to educate the aristocracy, many an
utterance now forced upon the public attention from this or
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that congress, association, society, club, or reading room,

would be more sensible, grateful and liberal-minded, than
the resolutions now passed after a lot of spouting, and
soaring high, all to benefit a class of men seeking new pro-
minence, and to afferd gain and lucre to themselves and
their progeny. Under the cloak of that much abused word
“patriotism,” the provisions of the Tncome Tax Act,the Salt
Act, the Forest Act and the Arms Act have all been cursed,
detested and denounced. And why ? Because they either
touch one’s pocket or wound one’s newly plumed dignity.
Movements and agitations like the Indian Council’s Bill-
agitation and any other agitation to give away half of Her
Majesty’s Civil and Military covenanted and commissioned
appointments to natives (no matter of their origin) would
be quite a welcome and a feast to the cver busy and
hungry agitators,whose only redeeming feature,in some cases,
isthe alphabetical affixes to their names earned by beggary
and cram.

The benighted Madras Presidency, in proportion to its
pungent poverty, contains a greater number of this class of
agitators than her sister Presidencies, and the result is that
these not only join with men of similar propensities in the
other Presidencies, in their common cause and clamour,but
also create agitation of their own in this Presidency merely
to benefit self.

India, once the centre of despotism, is now, a blooming
garden of freedom under the British rule. Here, war has
been replaced by peace, crime has been repressed, agricul-
ture, irrigation_and produce improved, the advantages of
Railways and Telegrapbs have been bestowed, commerce
18 augmented, religious fanaticism tolerated, personal secu-
rity, personal liberty, and the right of private property
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hat India was befofe, and what India 1seaee
Englishmen stand as the guardian angels a» protectors'??f
India. Yet these untiving and greedy agitators are sorely
discontented with the Governmeunt.  They ery out for le-
gislative interforence, ou atters wherein legislation 13
complete, wise, and politie.

The “Hindu Temple Endowments Draft Bill” is the
forced outcome of an agitation. The agitators are men,
who have nothing to lose and every thing to gain, and whose
object and heart-burnings may be fairly understood to be tor
subjecting the endowments,to veild them thew livelihood nid
to usurp the authority over these stitutions, by upsetting
the existing laws agrecably to theie motives, especially =0
as the openings in the public serviee are too few for tic
large nmwmnber annually manufactured out of the foreing-
houses called schools,

A Drief reference to the past discussionon the question
of Religious Endowments upto the time of the appomtment
of the present Committee that drafted the Bill, now under
consideration, may be here necessary to chow how often the
matter was forced on the attention of the Local Govern-
ment, the Government of Tndia and even the Secrctary of
State, in the shape of different Billxs and Reports and yet
all ended in the rvesult that Act 20 of 13633, as it now stands
is a valuable enactment.

In January 1871, the Government of India referred
certain papers, in regard tothe amendment of the law regu-
lating the administration of Religious Endowments to the
Government of Madras, and requested its opinion as to the
measures that might be adopted, without deciating from the
poliey of Act 20 07 1863, In reply, the Government of India

T e
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— /ﬂvga’flo‘; of the Government. On the 23rd of October 1874,

a detailed report was submitted and the attention of the
Government of India was invited to the remarks of the Advo-
cate General, on an outline of a Bill which that officer pro-
posed and which tlie Governor in Council approved, as a
mere outline. A copy of the correspondence up to this
stage was submitted to the Secretary of State for his infor-
mation in November 1874,  The Government, in February
Is78, requested the Government of India to pass orders on
the subject of the letter dated 23vd October 1874 The
Government of Indin muimated ot he poliey of det 2001
1365 shonld e maintained, and that o Bill based on eertain
suggestions might be subniitted to the Government of Tidia
for sanction and for transmi=sion to the Scerctavy of State,
A Committee was appointed, with the Honorable Sir William
Robinson as President, to frame a Bill in the manner sue
gested. That Committee submitted itz draft Bill and re-
port, on the 12th November 1877. The Bill was the subject
of considerable discussion and it was finally resolved in
January 1879 that all the papers connected with the subject
and a draft Bill as suggested by His Grace the Governor of
Madras should be transmitted to the Government of India.
The Government of India desired to proceed with the last
of the 3 Bills and submitted the same (with annexure)
for the approval of the Secretary of State.

The matter was subsequently dropped, af the wisheof the

Government of India. Tn 1883,the Honorable Mr. Carmichael™..

wrote a minute and submitted a draft Bill on the sub-
ject. By G..0. No. 58 dated 5th February 1884, a Commit-

tee, with - @t
M. Haminick
upon the administeation of Hlmhl Rehigious B n(h)\\’mmlt\ m
thiz Presidency. On the 19th March 1886, the Secretary
to the (‘ommittee submitted a report with o draft Bill
and a minute of dizsent recorded by Dewan Bahadar Ragu-

e, as Seerctary, was appoOmic o -

natha Row.  The Government,after considerable dizeussion
and hesitation, forwarded the draft Bill in June 1837,to the
Governmment of Tndia for the sanction of His Excelleney the

Governor General in Council, to introduce the Bill into the
Legislative Council.

Mr. W, M. Young, Officiating Secrctary to the Government
of Tndia, has forwarded the following letter to the Chicf Seeretary
to the Government of Madras :—“I am dirceted to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter, No. 23, dated the Ist June 1837, for-
warding for the consideration of the Government of Indin a Bill
to provide for the better administration of Hindu religious and
charitable institutions in the Madras Presideney, and asking for
the sanction of His Excelleney the Governor-General in Couneil to
introduce the Bill into the Legislative Council.  In veply, I am to
say that, after a careful consideration of the provisions in the
Draft Bill submitted, the Governor-General in Couneil is of opinion
that the measure, ax at present drafted, is too wide in its applica-
tion. If, however, legislation is essential for the due protection of
Hindu endowments in the Madras Presidency, His Lxcelleney 1n
Council will have no objection to the introduction of a measure of
more limited scope and mere in harmony with the policy of Act XX
of 1863, Such a modificd measure might provide for the revival
of Managing Committees (which it is understood have almost be-
come extinct in Madras). Such Committces need not, in the opinion
of the Government of India, be District Committees, but might be
so constituted that cach should represent anuniformelassof institu-
tions in a district,  The Bill might set forth fully the powers con-

N\
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~ “upon Committees the duty of instituting suits for misfeasance on

the part of trustees, and might empower the courts to charge costs
in the first instance to the institution concerned, subject to the pro-
viso that the Court should have power to order otherwise in any
case, in which a suit turns out to be vexatious. A Bill of the nature
Just suggested would be in keeping with the accepted policy of
Government in this matter, and would, it seems probable to the
Governor-General in Council, go far to meet the requirements of
the Madras Presidency. Tam to request that, should the Governor
m Council concur in these views, the Bill proposed may in due
course be submitted, for the consideration of the Government of
India.”
The Madras Government on the 15th March 1888 ordered that
the foregoing letter be transferred to the Public Department, with
original notes recorded by the Honorable Members, for the neces-
sary action, In its Order of the 4th April,Government remarks :(—
“In view of the opinion expressed by the Government of India that
the Draft Bill prepared by Mr. Sullivan’s Committee is too wide
in its application, His Excellency the Governor in Council resolves
to request the following gentlemen, viz:—Hon’bles Mr. Justice
Muttuswami Aiyyar, c. 1. k., S. Subramani Aiyyarj Rai Bahadur, P.
Chentsal Rao Pantulu Garu,c. 1. k., M, R. Rys, T. V. Ponnuswami
Pillai Avergal, C. Sarikara Nair Avergal, V. Bashiyam Aiyyangar
Avergal Rai Bahadur, and Pundit Ranganadha Mudaliyar Avergal
Rai Bahadur to form themselves into a fresh Committee,for the pur-
pose of considering how the existing law in this Presidency, in
regard to the administration of Hindu religious and charitable
mstitutions may be best amended on the lines now laid down by
the Government of India and to embody the results of their deli-
berations in a new Draft Bill. They will algo consider and report

" how far, the rules framed under Act XX of 1863 require alteration.

mavyy pPremvee ecmee gy e
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‘

} As it s very probable that different Districts will require different

4 treatment in res ir religi
= espeet to theiy religious ndowments, the Commitree

/ Wil be requested to select and consylt one or more corresponding
members in every important District, who should be allawed thzj
fullest Opportunity for expressing their views, Hijg Excellency in
Coun'cil thinks that the Government of Tndia is under a misap}n-o-
henSIO.n, in assuming that Managing Committees have generally
fallen into abeyance in thiy Presidency.  Sucly Committ;‘es exist,
at fxll events in some Districts, bLut the general complaint is t‘har)
oWing to the defective state of the law, they are powerless iorj
good.”

Thus the present Committee, with full three years
!abou.r, brought forth the Draft Bih having had strict in-
]u.nctlons to frame the Bill oy the lines of Aet 20 0f 1863 g
without deviating from its policy. ‘ ‘

. After repeated rebuffs, the previous Committees, and
their Reports and Bills met, at the hands of our Govern-
ment, everybody expected that this Committee would act
on the lines clearly laid down. Yot the cries of the few
selfish agitators to govern others property, perhaps weighed
strqng, that the Committec opportunely, with one stc;oke
of its pen, dragged into itg clutches  Atheenum Temples
also, \.vhich were distinetly exempted from all interference
of Divisional and District Committees and their rules,
by section 4 of Act 20 of 1863, for valid, equitable, an(
legislative grounds,

_In the “Statement of Objects and Reasons™ of the Draft
Bill, the legislative justification disclosed for this inclusion
of Atheenum Temples (or institutions falling uuder section
4 of Act No. 20 of 1863) is as follows:—

“Supervison over institutions falling under Section 4 of Act
XX of 1863 was prior to that Act, exercised by the Board of Reve-

.
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nue under Regulation] VII of 1817, and there is no reason why { AN APPEAL TO ENGLISHMEN. 9
they should be now exempted from the countrol of Committees con- . 0)

. After thus disti ishing, t1 t by secti !
stituted under the Act and left only to be reached by special resor \ er thus distinguishing, the Act by sections 5, 6, 14

\)_ ‘and I8 lays down special procedure for temples under sec.

to Courts of Justice.”

A summary disposal of an important and new question!
It is like asking to show cause why anything and every-
thing of a person should not be placed wnder the control
and within the scope of this Bill.  Act XX of 1863 dis-
tinguishes temples &e. as follows:—

Section 3.—¢In the case of every mosque, temple, or othoer
religious establishment to which the provisions of either of the Requ-
lutions specified in section 1 are applicably, and the nominaiion of the
trustee, manager or superintendent whervof,ut the EHme of the passing
of this det, is vested in, or may be exercised by, the Government or
any public officer; or in which the nomination of such trustee, ma-
nager or superintendent shall be subject to the confirmation of the
Government or any public officer, the Liocal Government «hall, as
soon as possible after the passing of this Act, make special provision

"as hereinafter provided.”

Section 4.—“In the case of every such mosque, temple or other
religious establishment which,at the time of the passing of this Act,
shall be under the management of any trustee, manager or Super-
intendent, whose nomination shall not vest in, nor be ezercised by,nor
be subject to the confirmation of, the Government, or any public
officer, the Local Government shall, as soon as possible after the
passing of this Act, transfer to such’ trustee, manager or superin-
tendent, all the landed or other property which, at the time of the
passing of this Act, shall be under the superintendence or in the
possession of the Board of Revenue or any local agent,and belong-
ing to such mosque, temple, or other religious establishment.”

tion 4, to meet cases of dispute, as to right of succession to
vacated trusteeship, for powers of manager appointed by
court, for any person interested in such temple to sue
trustee &c. in case of breach of trust, misfeasance or neglect
of duty, and to apply for leave to institute suit, and finally
cvempts the said temples from the control of the Division or
District committees by scction 7. Add to this the penal
provisions of the criminal law (Indian Penal Code), whose
jurisdiction for criminal breach of trust &e. is not excluded,
by Regulation VIIof 1817 or Act XX of 1863 (I.L.R. L.
Madras page 1), and section 20 of Act XX of 1863 which
By Si—

“Nu suit or proceeding before any Civil Court under the pre-
ceding sections, shall in any way affect or interfere with any pro-
ceeding in a Criminal Court for criminal breach of trust.”

There is also in the Civil Procedure Code (Act XIV of
1882) a separate chapter (chapter 40) for suits relating to
Public charities, Trusts &c. The section is as follows:—

“In case of any alleged breach of any express or constructive
trust created for public charitable or religious purposes,or whenever
the direction of the Court is deemed necessary for the administra-
tion of any such trust, the Advocate General acting ez officio, or
two or more persons having a direct interest in the trust and
having obtained the consent in writing of the Advocate General,
may institute a suit in the High Court or the District Court within
thev local limits of whose civil jurisdiction the whole or any part of
the subject-matter of the trust is situate, to obtain a decree—

ra) appointing new trusters under the trust;
h) vesting any property in the trustees under the trust ;

»
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nue under Regulation] VII of 1817, and there is no reason why { ‘
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After thus distinguishing, the Act by sections 5, 6, 14
i » .
), .Jand 18 lays down special procedure for temples under sec.

A summary disposal of an important and new question!
It is like asking to show cause why anything and every-
thing of a person should not be placed under the control
and within  the seope of this Bill.  Act XX of 1863 dis-
tinguishes temples &e. as follows:—

Section 3.—%In the case of every mosque, temple, or other
religious establishment fo which the provisions of either of the Requ-
lations specified in section 1 are applicalle, and the nominaiion of the
trustee, manager or suprrintendent whereof,at the tme of the passing
of thas Act, is vested in, or may be exercised by, the Government or
any public officer; or in which the nomination of such trustee, ma-
nager or superintendent shall be subject to the confirmation of the
Government or any public officer, the Local Government shall, as
soon as possible after the passing of this Act, make special provision

"as hereinafter provided.”

Section 4.—“In the case of every such mosque, temple or other
religions establishment whick, at the time of the passing of this Act,
shall be under the management of any trustee, manager or Super-
sntendent, whose nomination shall not vest in, nor be exercised by,nor
be subject to the confirmation of, the Government, or any public
officer, the Local Government shall, as soon as possible after the
passing of this Act, transfer to such' trustee, manager or superin-
tendent, all the landed or other property which, at the time of the
passing of this Act, shall be under the superintendence or in the
possession of the Board of Revenue or any local agent,and belong-
ing to such mosque, temple, or other religious establishment.”
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tion -4, to meet cases of dispute, as to right of succession to
vacated trusteeship, for powers of manager appointed by
court, for any person interested in such temple to sue
trustee &c. in case of breach of trust, misfeasance or neglect
of duty, and to apply for leave to institute suit, and finally
caeupts the said temples from the control of the Division or
District committees by section 7. Add to this the penal
provisions of the criminal law (Indian Penal Code), whose
jurisdiction for criminal breach of trust &c. is not excluded,
by Regulation VIIof 1817 or Act XX of 1863 (I.L.R. 1.
Madras page 1), and section 20 of Act XX of 1863 which
BAYSI—

“Nu suit or proceeding before any Civil Court under the pre-
ceding sections, shall in any way affect or interfere with any pro-
ceeding in a Criminal Court for criminal breach of trust.”

There is also in the Civil Procedure Code (Act XIV of
1882) a separate chapter (chapter 40) for suits relating to
Public charities, Trusts &c. The section is as follows:—

“In case of any alleged breach of any express or constructive
trust created for public charitable or religious purposes,or whenever
the direction of the Court is deemed necessary for the administra-
tion of any such trust, the Advocate General acting ez officio, or
two or more persons having a direct interest in the trust and
having obtained the consent in writing of the Advocate General,
may institute a suit in the High Court or the District Court within
thev local limits of whose civil jurisdiction the whole or any part of
the subject-matter of the trust is situate, to obtain a decree—

‘a) appointing new trustees nnder the trust;
h) vesting any property in the {rustees under the trust ;
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(¢) declaring theproportions in whichits ojbjects are entitled ;s
(d) authorizing the whole or any part of its property to by . O

let, sold, mortgaged or exchanged ;
(¢) settling a scheme for its management,
or graxting such further or other relief as the nature of the
case may require.
The powers conferred by this section on the Adv?cate Gene'ral
may, outside the Presidency towuas, be, with the previous sanction
of the Local Government, exercised also by the Collector or by such

officer as the Local Government may appoint in this behalf.”

This provision of law is very salutary and important,
as it leaves the suits in the hands of disinterested and res-
ponsible authorities.

In the face of all the above wise safeguards of general
and special laws protecting Atheenum temples, ?s now ven-
tured by the Draft Bill, a special law of an 1nq11}51torlal
nature, a law that is not in existence or in dema.nd,u.l other
parts of India, to convert private property into .pubhc pro-
perty and that for the Hindn Community only in Southern
India (the land of temples), leaving untouched the- Maha-
medan Instsutions under Aot XX of 1863. What is the
wisdom, and what is the policy of a law like this? In. 1884
Government ¢mpartially appointed 2 Committee intending to
takeboth Hindu and Mahamedan Endowments under consi-
deration and for this purpose, the Hon. Mir Humayun Jah
Bahadur was appeinted a member of the Committee, bqt
certain obstacles “having been prominently urged by the
influential member™ of the Mahamedan Community, the Ma-
hamedan Endowments were left untouched and the noble
member retired from the Committee, “deciding that for the
present, legislative action’ in connection with Mahamedan

R

s .

;ﬂ‘ ;S}F‘.%@T“ .

BRUAOL TG LNGTISHMEY 15

AN APPEAL TO ENGLISAMEN. 11

y indowments was not called for.””  When under the existing

‘: .\ Aself-same law or laws,both the Institutions had been brought

to work, where was the impossibility for the proposed new
law, if the proposed new law was a just and proper one, to
melude Mahamedan Endowments also.? Are there not
“influential”and noble members in the large Hindu Commu-
nity tourge grounds and reasons againstthe proposed narrow-
windedness to include Atheenum Temples and to point out
and expose its results and after-consequences to the rulers.
Already, the fierce race antagonism between the two classes,
in religious matters is keen,and now an invidious distinction,
leaving the old law as it is to the Mahamedans, and framing a
rigorous new law distrusting the Hindus alone, is neither
Just nor politic. Why trcat the mild Hindu differently!
Are there not greater number of mosques, makans, ashui-
khanas and m usarerkhanas, that get the aid of this and for-
mer Governments and nobility, than the Hindu Temples,
now working under the self-same laws? If it is said that,
there are not so many “general complaints” (the burden of
the Draft Bill) with reference to Malamedan Institutions
it is because there are not so many greedy agitators, versed
in the art of agitation, in that noble and united community,
as m the Hindu Community, always spinning cobwebs of
airy nothings. Thus a separate law for Hindw Endowments
only, is impolitic and unjust, and a Jortwori, the attempt to
include Atheenum Temples underthe contemplated invidious
law 1s Inehly uncalled for.

e ap uﬁ?l&%“}“ n“_“gft Bill as already pointed out, falls back®

I faia for_-m excuse for including
' B P
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it would then have found some furtherjustification for its ag- _ ¢ Superintendeunce, if the Board of Revenue exercised (for
gression. As it is,an examination of Regulation VII of 1817 l ‘ .' 11118 Joard, as a matter of fact did not exercise, at any time
shows, that the committee has not correctly understood the any control over the Endowments of many dthecnum temples
scopeand intentions of the Regulation. Section 12 of the Re- and mosques) in reference to particular temples or mosques,
gulation states that “in those cases in which the nomination the practice was given up by Act XX of 1863 and the ma-
has usually rested with the Government, or with a public nagement was left in the hands of the hereditary Athecnum
officer, or in which no private person may be competent and trustees or managers, and those institutions were placed, free
entitled to make sufficient provisions for the succession to of the District Committees, created under Act 20 of 1863,
the trust and management, it will be the further duty of Experience of half a century (1817 to 1863) proved to the
the local agents to propose, for the approval and confirma- Legislators, that even this limited superintendence over
tion of the Board of Revenue, a person or persons for the Ablcenvnc temples and mosques, by the Board of Re-
charge of trustee, manager or superintendent.” Section 13
says that, “on the receipt of the report and information re-
quired by the preceding clause, the Board of Revenue shall ties of the Bourd of Revenue, to the District Committees,
either appoint the person or persons nominated for their took away from the Committees’ hands all the powers over
approval, or shall make such other provision for the trust, v ¢ Atheenum temples.  And supposing the Board of Revenue,
management or superintendence.” Thus the provisions of at some past distant date, (under a law now repealed for

- the Regulation never assumed any pretension, to interfere purposes of the present subject) exercised some control
m the case of temples, the nomination of whose trustces over the lands attached to Athecium temples, stilly is it an

2 did not rest with Government or its local agents wusually. argument to compare the Board of Revenne with the Clom-

', It may therefore be seen, that even under the old Regulation, mitters (nlready formed or to be formed under the Draft Bill)

venue, was unnecessary and nadvisable and they, by the
cnactment of 1863, while transferring the powers and du-

, how relied upon, the Board of Revenue did not interfere and and place  Athrewune temples in their protection ¥ If the
gf‘ had no right to interfere, in the appointment and dismissal of - .y Board of Recenue and these  Committers were equal in
Atheenum trustees, and in the general management of such

respectability, impartiality, and efliciency, and if frauds
there were, in the management of Atheenun temples did the

temples and their affairs.. But now the proposed Billat great

e

-

- ,' B oyt
¥

*  length and detail .interferes, most inguisitorially} on the o legislators of 1863, make a fun in giving away the lands

’ allegation that. the Board of .Revenue had ingprfered E, to thegge very authors of ~fraud, while these {p'fat Com-

ith. - dtheenum Temples, while it is a fact the Bo@r* did ' its63 ere being formed, ‘for the letfcr administration

> ot g0 i ] : i ' ameaan- . ‘ oty f-gover syst f all tomples and
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Regulation XIX of 1810, of the Bengal Code, so far as Re-
ligious Endowments were concerned. The discussions of
the Legislative Councils, of the two Local Governments, and
of the Government of India, and the Statement of Objects
and Reasons of Act 20 of 1863, and all papers, including the
Seeretary of State’s Despatches on the subject, that led up
to the repeal of the two said Regulations and to enact a law
alile applicable to Hindu and Mahamedan religious institu-
tions in thix and the Bengal Presidency would amply show,
the justice of keeping up the distinetion between Atheenum
mstitutions and other institutions, as was demarcated by
Regulation VII of 1817, as by Act 20 of 1863. The legis-
lalors of 1863 were no ordinary men and the grounds and
reasons that existed then, to exclude Atheenium temples do
exist now. Thus Regulation VII of 1817, very poorly
helps, if it helps at all, justifying the inclusion of Atheenum
temples, within the scope of this Draft Bill.

After examining the provisions of Regulation VII

-of 1817 and Act 20 of 1863, it becomes essential to see,

whether the present Bill is drafted in accordance with the
tiews and intentions of the Government of India and the
Government of Madras (printed at pages 5 and 6), when
rejecting the last Bill (Hon: Mr. Sullivan’s) and appointing
the present committee, or whether the present committee has
gone out of its way to legislate on matters never contg mplated
under those references. '

The Government of India’s expressions are:-}

- R J
AR . T
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, .a modified mcasure might provide for the rerival of mari-

ging committees (which it is understood have alinost become

4 ontinet in Madras).”  “The Bill might set forth Jully the

powers conferred and duties imposed under the old Regu-
lations which are transferred by Act 20 of 1863 to Commif-
tees.”” “A Bill of the nature just suggested would be in keeping
with the accepled policy of Government in this matter.”
Now then, can any one read from the above ex.
pressions that the powers and duties, not imposed under the
old Regulations and not transferied to Committers, ander Act
20 of 1863 should now be interfered with by the Draft Bill »
Has not the Government of India strictly prohibited the
mntended Draft Bill from raking up old matters® Do not
the expressions, only show an intention, on the part of the
Government of India, on the mistaken impression, some how
caused, that the Committees were extinct, that therefore the
law should be so amended as to galvanize, the Committees,
under Act 20 of 1863, into action and no further * When
the Government of India pointed out that the last draft
Bill rejected was, “too wide,” in its application the present
draft Bill has made its application wider still. When the
Government of India said that, if legislation was necessary
@ measure of @ more limited scope may be drafted, the present
draft Bill has usurped more wilimited scope than crer. When
theGovernment of India directed the measure, to be in harno-
ny with Act 20 of 1863 and with the aceepted policyof Govern-
ment in the matter, the Bill is drafted directly contrary to
the injunctions imposed. There is nowhere even an implica-
tion to extend the powers of the Committees under Act 20 of
1863 over Atheenum temples. Had Government of India
understood the real and existing state of circumstances,

L g e - s " o .
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that the Committees under Act 20 of 1863 were not .e.rtind, .
the last draft Bill would have been finally s.helved in, and\ \
the present Committee would not have come into existence.

Now the expressions in the order of the Madras Govern-
ment are:—

“How the existing law in this Presidency in regaf'd to
the administration of Hindu religious and charitable insti-
tutions may be best amended on the lines now laid down h\
the Government of India.”” “His Excellency in .Councxl
thinks that the Government of India is under a misappre-
hension in assuming that Managing Cor.nmxttees Emvc
generally fallen into abevance in this Pr:e31flency. bl.lC}l
Committees exist.” “The general complaintis, th:.lt owing
to the defective state of the law they (the Managing Com-
mittees) are powerless for good.” '

Now, can any one read from the expressions of the
Madras Government either, that its intention in forming the
prezent Committee is beyond that of the Government of
India’s, as already pointed out, and as only to -anwnd the
law or rules in reference to the Managing Committees under

63°?
At 20V;fly1 8then were Atheenum temples included? . '!‘he
answer, perhaps,is ‘general complaint.’ Is ‘gencral complamt,
sufficient to set aside all considerations of law, policy, or
promises and directions given by the Local Governn.nent
and the Government of India? Are there not complaints,
even on matters wherein the law is most decided _a:nd seve-
rély penal? Can any oneyield to general oomplamta't atlxld
upset the principles of law and rights under the law in the
solemn nameof thelegislature? Several mstltunm?s have seve-
ral complaints and the Congress has more complaints than all-
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, Yet Government knows its duty and does its duty. A come
plaint literally means, to beat the breast or head asa sign of
Ygrief especially with a noise. These noisy agitationsare un-
derstood rightly by discernin g men. The present committee
will not yield to the clamorous writings in this or that news-
paper, which boasts of its service to the country by advoca-
ting the cause of the Congress, while in the opinion of many,
its advocacy often embitters the state of feeling between the
governing and the governed. On the “Hindu Temple
Endowments” question, a few agitators, with motives hidden
underneath,emphatically declare and broadly advertise, that
their voice is the representative voice of the people, though
their ancestors have not left any the smallest Endowment
to be affected by the most rigorous and inquisitorial law that
may be passed, affecting large Atheenum Endowments, and

the dignity of the endowers and their heirs, If the repre-

sentative character of the Congress is estimated by the English

Press in the following terms, what must be said of the agi-
tators of the ‘Hindu Temple-Endowments’?

{a) “The spouting Hindus no more represent the Indian
nation than the unwashed Socialists of Trafalgar
Square represent the British nation.” Mirror (Lon-
don), January 27, 1890.

(b) “The unvarnished truth is that the assembly was ag
much representative of the popular desires as Mr,
B. is of the Church of England.” Standard, Decem-
ber 28, 1890.

‘¢) “As for tho alleged representative character of the
Congress, it would just as much represent the inha-

bitants of Saturn or Jupiter as those of Hindustan.
Globe, December 28, 1890,
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(4) *“Woshomld like to know by what right the native menmy

bers of the Congress take upon themselves to speak
for the people of India.” St James’s Gazette, Dé-
<cember 28, 1890,

The attitude the Hindy (newspaper) hag taken towards
the subject is very wunfortunate, though net surprizing.
Speaking of the ixclusion of Atheenum Temples it declaims,
“we may also have memorials presented to Government
against this innovation, alleged to be signed and presented
by the public.”” Whata startling disclosure regarding Me-
morials presented to Government! The Hindu is a high
authority on Memorials to Governnent. For its chief
strength often consists in basing its demands and arguments
on the numerical strength and the length of the Memorials
presented. That the tnclusion of Atheenum Temples is
an innovation, the Hinduis kind enough to admit, but
that memorials will be presented against this inclusion
alleged to be signed by the public is its prophecy. Does
this show its experience how these Memorials are generally

‘signed and presented to Government, or doesit mean that
such memorials only, as arein its good graces, are genuine
and the rest are ‘alleged to be signed by the public,’ or does
it betray a ‘guilty conscience,” the injustice of the cause (the
inclasion of Atheenum Temples) being too apparent even to
an ordinary mind? In another place, the Hindu with great;
taste says—*The inclusion of Adinam temples under the
supervision of the Committees may rouse a howl of opposi-
tion from the so-called Dharmakartas of those temples.”
Why should any representation to Government be styled
a how! of opposition, and why are the Dharmakartas called,
the so-called Dharmakarias? Are the real Dharmakartas, in

-

»
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the opinion of the Hindu, arethose would-be Dharmakartas
u}nder the Draft Bill, not descended to the ancestors of the
sé-called Dharmakartas?  If the representations, and the
prophesised memorials, of the heirs of the orginal endowers,
be a howl of opposition, what must be said of the howl of the
unconnected agitators, not descended to the orginal endo-
wers?  Why should not the heirs of the endowers‘howl and
oppose’ when their property is unjustly and against all law
attempted to be snatched away to the benefit of the
selfish agitators or their connexions, under the cloak of
doing gratuitous good to Religious Endowments? If the
heirs of the orginal endowers have failed to be true to the
conditions of the bequests, what guarantee is there, that
strangers would gratuitously act otherwise ?  Services
proffered gratuitously by strangers are to be suspected, is

the Fable of the sow and the wolf.
Everything that fair doth show.
When proof is made, proves not so,

There might be here and there a gentleman or two,
with KEnglish education, acting in favor of this, as in other
agitations, only with mistaken views and impressions, with-
out any further motive but the rest every body knows what.
English education, amongst Hindus, has reached the unex-
pected and unmerited result, that many educated Hindus
have turned to be the admirers of Mr, Bradlaugh’s religious
principles, and how, on earth, in such hands, Religious Insti-
tutions and Endowments will prosper, under the Draft Bill,
isariddle. Intheir hands God-worshipping will not prosper,
but Mammon-worshipping will prosper. But,

‘Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.’
Yet the Hindu is pleased to condemn its anticipated *howl of
opposition’ from the heirs of the original endowers,and would



.
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even ‘warnand command the Legislature and Government, to

listen to its salutary sayings in Religious matters also. When
the Native Press howls and wails,when Government evea justly
wants to restrain it within proper bounds, no shame there
exists, if the Dharmakartas howl also, when an unjust Le-
gislation is about to be passed affecting their just rights
under the law of theland they are liviog in. The Hindu has
unfortunately, and, it is hoped, by a mistaken view, has
portrayed an one-sided picture. It would be well if there
is any journal to put forth the claims of the aristocracy on
this question.

The Local Government has constituted the present
Committee, unlike its predecessors, without a single disin-
terested Englishman in it, for policy unknown to any. Of-
course it 18 not to be inferred from this omission, that on
this all -important question Government is indifferent or
apathetic. The consequences of a bad legislation operates
on the Government that gives life.to it. * But the endowing
public may feel confident of justice at the hands of the pre-
sent ably constituted Committee, on the verdict of the members
whereof, depends the prosperity or the annihilation “of the
Temple Bndowment dispositions—the only solace to the dying
Hindu.: Against the law. of perpetuity the ingenuity of the
Hindu (like other people), from the richest to the poorest,
finds a consolation in his last moments, that property, large
or stall, ‘may be tacked on to temples, to be managed by
his heirs and sirecessors in perpetuity in honor of his name,
2 small income only of the property -being devetable to the
- temple and the rest being enjoyed by his - successors for

-The ebjeet is elear. -Whether there is an intention

tp‘dévchﬁty or not, the intention to refain the property in

~

~
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¢ the family for ever and save it from dispositions of any sort,
,and above all save the property from iiferference by stran-

gers (as 18 now proposed by the Draft Bill) is topmost in
the mind of the testator and may be apparent to any and
all. How many rich families of Southern India,now proba-
bly not in very afftuent circumstances, have endowed large
property in the shape of temple endowments, in view for
the mere dignity that the families for ever would be in pos-
sessionof their temples,and enjoy honors,respects and divine
blessings in perpetuity, through their heirs and successors.

The framers of Act 20 of 1863 clearly understood the
difference between public property and private property.
Atheenum temples may be open to public worship but they
stand on the grant of pricate Endowments.  The act of wor-
ship by the public is not a legal right, the original endower
or any other person in his position can enforce by law. A
right, if the act of worship is a vight, not enforceable by law,
cannot convert private property into public property. There
must be a legal right enforcible by law on both sides.

The present Bill when passed into law, including Athee-
num temples, will form the favorite instrument to many for
revenging quarrels or fomenting litigation,which the Hindu
is so very fond of and for harassing the heriditary trustees
eternally, and for depaupeu&uw the Institutions completely
to the benefit of the ever increasing legal profession. The
Madras Mail (6th July 1891) on the present Draft Bill ob-
serves, “A greater part of the litigation with regard to the
misdoings, ‘real or supposed, of temple trustees may safely
be attributed to party spirit or private pique on the part of
the promoters. For those motives of action scopeis given
in the Draft Bill as in the existing law; but it may be doubt-
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ed whether a sense of duty to the public will be cultivated
any more successfully under the proposed measure than i
h_as been hitherto,” The inexhaustible Hindy Law Sueces-
sion Table, and experience of Hindy society will show,
how many there are to watch with zeal the conduct of the
Atheenum trustee, and to fan the smallest spark into the
laljgesl; flame. Yeot what anxiety have these kind bearted
agitators for Atheenum Temples? There are any number
of relations of the trustee interested in hauling him up
before a Court of Justice, expenses being no consideration
for'the Hindu litigant. Ang after all, are there real com.
plaints or complaints of any substance and truth, beforethe
present committee justifying its action to mntroduce a new
law altogether? The records of the Madras High Court
and the District Courts in the Presidency will amply show
how frequently,false and futile applications ure madeto these

there is any legal :]'ustiﬁcation or necessity, to include 4thee-
num temples, Hx.therto, even the agitators were making
noise, only of public temples and of the alleged powerless-

AN ATPEAL TO ENGLISIIMEN. 23

merriment. The details of the Draft Bill need not be gone

. into kere,it is sufficient to say that the effect of all its provi-
81018,18 80 Inquisitorial, so vexing, so minutely distrusting,so

tempting to litigation, and so sure to drain all the temple
funds thatall future chance of any Hindu endowing property
to Temple Endowments is stopped and will be stopped for
ever. Surely, when the charitably disposed Hindu ancestor
made Endowments to be managed by his heirs in perpetuity,
it had never entered into his head that at some distant date
those that were not descended to him and his heirs would
control, harass and persecute his heirs for the mistake he
has committted in endowing property to these Religious
Institutions. The present Bill when passed into law will
bar all future chance of any Hindu endowing property, as
he knows that it will fall into other hands than his heirs,
with the risk of his heirs being persecuted by inquisitorial
aliens. The dying Mahamedan with an casy heart may
leave all his property in perpetuity, in the hands of his
heirs, in the name of Religious Endowments, but the dying
Hindu must, with an agonizing heart, with no law of the
kind to protect his property in perpetuity in the hands of
his heirs and successors, leave his property unrestrictedly
to his heirs, rather than to the agitators, their heirs and
successors, with no religious solace to him in his last
moments. Thus, under British Rule, there is to be one law
for the Mahamedan and another law for the Hindu of
Southern India. The native ‘patriots’ are gradually bring-
ing about the extinction of the Hindu Religious Institutions
to the utter ridicule of other religionists. If such a thing
is attempted at in England or other civilized country by a few
of the country men, the nobility of the land will sternly and
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constitutionally oppose it. The nobility of England have |

got their separate Chapels and Religious Houses and En-
dowments, and can any law like the Draft-Bill be attempted!
there compulsorily to bind them, as is attempted here even
retrospectively? _ : ;

Another and a more serious objection to the law as pro-
pounded by the Draft Bill, is the close connection Govern-
ment is brought to possess in Religious matters by way of
compulsory legislation authorizing taxation on all Hindu
Temples. The Madras Mail observes that “it is the religious
element that has created a difficulty.* * * That measure (the
last Bill) was vetoed by Government because it was supposed
to trench on the sacred principle which it had laid down,
imposing on itself a self-denying ordinance in all matters
of religion.” Is the present Draft Bill an improvement on
its rejected predecessor? While the last Bill or the lost
Bill bluntly wanted paidsuperintendence and central control,
the present Bill cleverly dispersed over different sections
how the Temple Funds should be drawn to the last drop, yet
imperceptibly.” Under the present Bill, pay, not exceeding
one hundred Rupees to a trustee, charges for mspection of
the temples, pay of servants of the Committees, fees for
lawyers, Court fees for Suits, Applications and Proceedings
(Miscellaneous, Regular and Summary), election charges,
suditing charges, printing charges and to crown everything
else “and other charges necessary for carrying -out the pur-
- poses of this Act” should all come out of the Temple Funds.

- Amd is the above exaction fair or legal in the case of Athee-
num Temples and Atheenum Reljgious Institutions over
which no_official or compulsory superintendence was ever
thought of by the endower. Be it remembered that all this
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is to be consummated under the sanction of Government in

o “the shape of a compulsory legislation. Such an unjust and

xompulsory interference cannot be said to be non-official
because a number of native gentlemen only drafted the Bill.
The solemn promise of Her Majesty the Queen cannot be
altered by the Draft Bill. The Legislation proceeds in the
name of Her Majesty the Queen, Legislative compulsion
is official compulsion. Her Majesty the Queen’s Proclama-
tion cheeringly declares:—

“We do strictly charge and enjoin all those who may be in
authority, under us, that they abstain from all interference with
the religious belief or worship of any of our subjects, on pain of
our highest displeasure.” ’

His Excellency Lord Connemara, in September 1889,
when the present Committee was sitting in solemn conclave,
devising means and measures to appease the agitating dei-
ties, briefly and truthfully said;—

‘““You next speak of Devastanum mismanagement. I mentioned
my views last night in answer to an address given to me at Kum.
bakonam. There seems to be a misunderstanding. There is the
Act 0f 1863, and Government are not disposed to interfere with'the
religions endewments of this country. It is not a measure that
would recommend itself ever to my judgment, but at the same time
you have the power in your hands. The answer that I get conti-
nually is that it is expensive, and that persons will not take the
risk or showenough public spirit by subsoribing amongst themselves
to raise sufficient money to enter upon a litigation with the trustees.
I do not know that people are so very averse to litigation. I think
the Act of 1863 gives you full power. I consulted the Government
of India already on the subject and they da not see their way to
going further and taking more responsibility upon themselves; for
their action in the matter would make Government Lable to the
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imputation that they were interfering with the religions endow- \
ments of the people.”

If, any interfernce, beyond what is provided for, in Act!
XX 0f1863, even in the case of public Temples, is consider-
ed illegal and impolitic, by the conscientious and just
Government, remembering its solemn promises and procla-
mations, how much more must it feel, the uncalled-for poa-
ching into Atheenum Temples, now attempted at by the
Draft Bill.  Again the Honorable Mr. Carmichael “desired
that the larger national temples only should be supervised
by authority outside the temples, thinking the scheme pro-
posed under which all Religious Institutions should be
brought under control unworkable and undesirable.” He
dividaed Religious establishments into two classes—¢“those
under the management of the trustees and those which are
- not. In the former case the management was to continue to
vest in the trustees, their heirs and successors and in the
event of disputed succession the right to succ‘eed was to be
- determined by a suit.”” Thus the Indian-experienced Honor-
able Councillor echoed the provisions of Act 20 of 1863 and
condemned the proposal to include Atheenum Temples as
unworkable and undesirable. There is a good deal of law
~and policy imbedded in those two words unworkable and
undesirable. ~

Inspite of all these political and legal grm?nds and

reasons, the agitators are exerting to cause a serious mis-
apprehension between the governing and the govemed
in Religious matters, through feelings of self-aggrandizement,
causing enormous pain of mind to the aristocra.cy of the
country, by a proposal to interfere with their Atheenum Tem-
ples. _
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. Summarising the whole, it follows, that the Draft Bl
a3 the forced outcome of an agitation, that Regulation VII
of 1817, Act XX of 1863, the opinions and dictates expres-
sed and proclaimed, by the Secretary of State, the Govern.-
ment of India, the Local Government and by several great
Statesmen, prohibit the course adopted by the Draft Bill in
including dtheenum temples, that the Draft Bill is clearly
against the good intentions of Her Majesty the Queen’s
Proclamation, that more evi] than good would result from
this inclusion of Atheennin temples, that an uncharitable
and provoking distinction between Atheenum Mahameday
Mosques and  Atheenuin Hindu Temples is painful and
mpolitic and should be avoided, that the two races must
be treated alile, by the samelaw as now by Act 20 of
1863, that the Draft-Bill’s interference with Atheenim
temples, the consequent taxation and litigation, are against
the intents of the endower, that the inclusion of Atheenum
temples, for committees to lord over them is assuredly
to drain the Temple-Funds by eternal litigation, certain
to shoot out even from the innocent rites of the distri-
bution of the Holy ashes or thulsy up to the investment
of the sacred garlandsto the endowers and their heirs
in recognition of the Endowments, they have created for
their everlasting fame and honor, that the administrative
ability of the Native has too well been tried and exewmplified,
through many Municipal Couneils, that Government will
not commit itself again by the experiment of including
Atheenum temples under the Local Self-Government system,
now contemplated by the Draft Bill, which is sure to result
in dire consequences, that the existing law (Special,
Criminal and Civil) provides ample meaus to meet al:
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cases of breaches of trust, misfeasance and neglect of
duty, on the part of Athecenum trustees &e, that the intro-*
duction of the contemplated law over Atheenum institutionsq
will promote ruinous litigation and base eorruption, the two
main things which a good Government ought to discourage
and that therefore the existing immemorial distinction in
regard to Atheenum Temples mustbe respected and left
untouched as now provided for by Act 20 of 1863.

One of the greatest Statesman that India has seen and
a high authority on Indian politics was Sir Thomas Munro,
his unparralled success in Indian policy in religious matters
was due to the rule of nil innovetur, he laid down for his
guidance (Memoirs, Vol, II,17 to 20).

Justice and remedy finally rest with Englishmen, on
this proposed compulsory Legislation regarding Hindu
Atheenum Temples, and fo them this Appeal is humbly
dedicated,
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= Mabras, 164 January 1893,
Frou
Tae HINDU RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS COMMITTEE,
To
Tee CHIEF SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS.
8ir,

) ] .
In accordance with the instructions conveyed in G.0,, 4th April 1888, No. 364,
Publie, we have the honour to submit our report on the changes in the existing law
that we consider necessary for the better administration of Hindu religious endowments

ig,this Presidency, A draft Bill on the subject accomﬁaniés»threfrepgprt. i

2, After a careful study of the papers referred. to usfor consideration and a full
discussion at several meetings of the committee of the defects to berrémedied and the

remedies to be adopted, we prepared a draft Bill. This draft Bill was communicated
for expression of opinion to selected representative men and bodies in the several
districts of the Presidency.. Replies were received from most of the individuals and
bodies to whom the draft Bill had been sent, and suggestions and criticisms were
received also from others to whom no reference had been made. Thesge ‘replies have
been tabulated in a statement annexed to this report. The objections raised and the
modifications suggested in these communications have been duly considered by us,
and the revised draft Bill now submitted embodies such of the alterations as appeared
to us to be worthy of adoption.

3. OQur explanatory remarks on the several sections of the draft Bill proposed by
us may be adxrféll)ltageously introduced by a brief sketch of the state of things in regard
to temple management under Hindu, Muhammadan and British rule, Under Hindu
rule, the rajahs exercised through their officers rea] and direct control over al] religious
institutions and endowments. The supervision of temple management wag and is
recognised in every Native State to be one of the essential functions of government,
As instances in point, the Native States of Mysore, Travancore and Cochin may be
mentioned. The native rajahs were deeply interested in the well-being and advance.
ment of Hindu religious institutions. Many of these institutions had been founded
and endowed by their ancestors, and most, if not all, of them continued to recejve
periodically pecuniary contributions from the. State. Even under Muhammadan rule,
this duty of the State was not completely ignored. Except during periods when
religious intolerance was at its worst, the Muhammadan rulers of India considereq
it expedient to make some provision against the deterioration o decay of Hindy
temples by neglect or peculation, and in some instances even added to their endow-
ments. Under British rule, there was for many years no enactment or regulation
bearing on the management of Hindu temples. The Collectors exercised Practically
absolute control over all classes of temples. - Regulation VII of 1817 hag the obvious

the principle thatit was a duty incumbent on Government to‘keep a strict watch over
religious trusts and endowments, but practical effect was given to this principle by
the exercise of efficient and stringent control over the management of Hindy temples
through the instrumentality of the revenue officers of the State.' From 1817 to 1842,
there was general satisfaction that Hindu temples were being properly managed, and

"_that the danger of temple funds being misappropriated by the managers had been

.

reduced to a minimum. The supervision exercised by Government over the -

management of Hindu temples during the period referred to Was one of the map

acts by which Government endeared itself to the hearts of its native subjects. This
system of active supervision continued till 1839, Between the years 1839 and 1842,
Government severed.its connection with_the management of Hindy temples. Thig ;
change of policy led to the withdrawal WRhat control which had til] then Worked
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year 1876 a committee, with Sir William Robinson as President, to draw up a fresh

Bill. * This committee submitted its report with a draft Billin 1878. The main features ;

of this Bill were the establishment of a Central Board with paid members and the ;
extension of control over temples of all classes.” This Bill was forwarded in due course
" to the Government of India and to "the Secretary of State for India. The Secretary
- of State, in his despatch, No. 127, dated 27th May 1880, wrote to the effect that he
had no objection to the introduction of the Bill into the local Legislative Council, but
that, as the subject was one of general importance, it should not be passed into law
until he had had an opportunity of obtaining the opinion of the Government, of India.
The Government of India, however, in their letter to the Government of Madras,
No. 475, dated 9th March 1880, said that they were of opinion that *“ it was not
desirable to proceed with this legislatfon during the next few months,” and the Gov-
ernment of Madras, in deference to the wishes of the Government of [ndia, resolved to
take no further action in the matter. The subject was next taken up by Mr. Carmichael,
Member of Council, who, on the eve of his retirement in December 1883, drew up a
Bill different in many essential respects from the Bill of 1878. This Bill aimed at the
substitution of District Boards, constituted under the Local Boards Act, in the place_
~uf-the Central Board in the Town of Madras, and at the exemption from all confrol of

t r ‘ mismanaggment prevailed without- ' i;’;“zl
or festraint and misappropriation of temple funds became a t%ning of frequent =

accurrence, The evil grew from bad to worse until it came to ; head
of the period ander roveow, : . 0 a head about the close -

,_ . 4. The. necessity for providing a supervising agency being recognised and f 1t
.« Regulation VII of 1817 was repealed and Act XX of 1863 wasg paslseégl..m By this Aect’

. . S y religious endowments under the management of hereditary trustees. In Februar
ocal Oz?ﬂtvm wert:iapll)gomtod o exercise the powers Of.su.Pe':VlffloP vested in the 188%1, a new committee was appointedgby the local Government ¢ to consider ang
toBmdtemples ‘th?l:xz un e:: eg}ﬂttz;mx; VII of 1817,. but their Jurisdiction was limited . _ report upon the matter, in connection with the draft Bills already before Government.”
T empes th ﬁmma.t lon (;Goe rustees of which vested in Government or was ‘ . This committee, presided over by Mr. H. E. Sullivan, Member of Council, sent in its _
. . d] Al @Bvl}l}a lfmigl vernment or of a public officer. _Other temples which S report in March 1886. with a new draft Bill, which was in favour of the scheme of a
flll{l;vzlr; : egu ';l_ IOIldt of 1817 had been sub']e(':t to the supervision of the Board of ‘ salaried Central Board in Madras, and which endeavoured to secure the benefit of local ¢
- qoever e ’i-o? inue lg'r(}imall]n’ even after the passing of Act XX of 1863, in the unsatlg- agency by the establishment of District Committees. According to the Bill of 1878, ]
‘ )il state In which they I_lad been bfatween the years 1842 and 1863, It is the members of the Central Board were to be nominated by the Governor in Council.
generally considered to be a serious def(;ct m Act XX of 186_3 that, while it carried This was considered to be open to objection on the ground of its bringing Govern-
out the policy of severing the connection of Government with the management of ment into close connection with the management of religious institutions. The Bill
Hindu temples, it made no provision for the exercise of any supervision over an

i
. of 1886 suggested that the members of the Central Board should be appointed by 3
r the High Court in the exercise of its administrative power. In their letter, No. 472, °

] A . . . 2 dated 23rd February 1888, the Government of India observed that this Bill was too .
; Do way incompatible with the policy of such severance, Another prominent defect Ifs wide in its application,” and suggested * the introduction of a measure of a more ;

¢ was that the A.ct did not expressly extend tl‘le. jurisdiction of local committees to T limited scope and more in harmony with the policy of Act XX of 1863.” The present

'3 temples of which the trustees, though not originally hereditary, becume hereditary -committee was constituted under G.0., No. 364, dated 4th April 1888, for considering

between the years 1842 and 1863, and that such trustees were treated as though their how the existing law may be best amended on the lines laid down by the Government
temples had n under the management of hereditary trustees from the very com- of India and for embodying the results of its deliberations in a new draft Bill.

5. Legislation essentiul.—The main defects and shortcomings of Act XX of 1863
have been already pointed out. The present draft Bill is the fifth of its kind.
Committees appointed by Government in the years 1876 and 1884 emphatically
recognised the necessity for altering the existing law. The local Government, in
a letter to the Government of India, dated 31st January 1872, wrote that ¢ this
Government are sensible of the necessity of legislation in the matter of native reli-
gious and charitable endowments.” The Board of Revenue, in their Proceedings,
No. 1861, dated 18th July 1874, summed up the result of their extended inquiries in

- “the following words : ¢ It is beyond the possibility of doubt that if Hindu religious
~ endowments are to be protected from wholesale misappropriation and, in many
cases, ultimate extinction, for the benefit of a class of persons who make the worst
possible use of the money, wasting it in profligate expenditure, the existing law must
be altered.” The Government of India, in a letter to the Government of Madras, dated
29th February 1876, admitted that “ Act XX of 1863 has failed to prevent malver-
sation of the endowments dealt with under its provisions, and that fresh legislation in
the matter is necessary.” The Secretary of State for India, in his despatch, No. 127,
' : dated 27th May 1880, said of the Bill submitted by the committee presided over by
DLt was eiroulated . and o Sir William Robinson, that he had no objection to its introduction. The feeling of
]Qﬁcﬂl‘oﬁm in - servioe of dissatisfaction with the existing state of things has been increasing year after year to
nmusl 00 WA8 & such an extent as to render legislation on the subject a matter of grave urgency, Act
XX of 1863 is brief and does not sufficiently define the powers and duties of trustees
and of members of committee. It does not contain several provisions necessary for
ensuring a satisfactory working of the Act. Although the Bill we Propose is in
harmony with the policy of Act XX of 1863 in the matter of making Government ‘
have no direct or active concern in the management of Hindu temples, yet the changes

g in imagnitude since 1849.. The late V. R ris

aive Council, brought thé ‘matter to the notioe of

ill embodymiﬁ -suggestions as to- h“j”.'?m"i :
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will be under the fu]] control of the committees. Many temples, as the famous temple
of Tirupati for instance, which were under the direct management of Government prior

and is the main ground on which the demand for the amendment of the existing Act
is based,

7. The exclusion o Matams.—One way in which we have endeavoured to limit the ‘
8cope and application of the proposed Act is by placing matams outside the field of
its operations. Tt may be stated here that matams were to g greater or less extent
brgught under contro] by the Bills of 1878 and 1886. The considerations that &

weighed with us ip Proposing the exclusion of matams from the operation of the
Act are—

(1) That matams are institutions primarily and specially designed for impart-
ing spiritual instruction, not places of public worship in their essentia] character.

of 1863.

Disciples who receive spiritual instruction are the persons directly interested in
the welfare of these matams.  Such disciples constitute bodies of different sects, and
to them belongs the right, as far as such right exists, of securing a proper administration
of the funds of the matam. The extent to which g matadhipati can be held to hold in
trust the funds of the matam and his amenability to render an account of his steward-
ship of such funds are points involved in doubt and difficulty. Though the committee
18 far from being convinced that the manner in which matam funds are administered
is such as to render check and supervision unnecessary, it is still strongly of opinion
that the wisest Policy is to leave each sect to take care of its own matams. Tt gseems

always disposed to overlook all shortcomings and lapses on the part of their guru or
high priest. Though some from whom we have received replies to our circular
are emphatic in their denunciation of the general character of the financial
administration of matadhipatis and pressing in their demand for putting matams on'g
Par with temples, yet the preponderance of opinion is strongly in favour of the ex-
clusion of matams ‘s such. [t is hardly necessary to add that, if the head of a
matam is also the trustee of manager of a temple, he is, as such trustee or manager,

made subject to the proposed bill so far as the administration of such tem ple and its
endowments i ‘concerned,

8. The exclusion of Private Temples.—Private temples are not placed within the scope
of the proposed Act. According to the definition given in the draft Bill, a temple is a
Place of religious worship ¢ dedicated to or uged as of right by the Hindy community

guishing private from putlic temples,
9. The exclusion of temples with an aggregate income of less than Rs. 250.—The sco
of the Act has been further limi i i

from all sources including kattalais is on an average below Rs, 250 per annum, They

(2) That Regulation VIT of 1817 was not applied to them, nor was Act XX
; s
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committees should be at once dissolved and fresh committees established in their
stead. Itis, therefore, provided in Sections 25 and 26 that committees established under
Act XX of 1863 shall be treated as committees constituted under the proposed Act.
By Section 28 of the draft Bill, in cases.in which existing committees are appointed
for local areas, they will under the Act acquire jurisdiction over hereditary trustees.
It will, however, be necessary to establish new committees in respect of some of the

-

hereditary trustees whom it is proposed to place under the jurisdiction of committees ;

to the limited extent already explained, if the temples under the management of

such trustees are not included within the local areas over which existing committees .

exercise jurisdiction. The Disirict Judge is empowered under Section 4 to change -
the jurisdiction of committees by withdrawing temples whose gross income is not :

less than Rs. 5,000 per annum for the purpose of placing them under the supervision
of special committees, and by transferring a temple from the superintendence of one

eommittee to that of another.

14. Denominational Committces.— W e have carefully considered whether it would be
feasible to constitute committees in such a way as to make them represent an uniform
class of temples in a district, and we have also paid due attention to the representations
received from some quarters that such committees are desirable. In several districts
of the Presidency, denominational committees do not exist and have never existed.
Temples of all denominations have been under the control of general committees, and
there is nothing in evidence to show that this circumstance has caused dissatisfaction
or has been made the ground of complaint. Having regard to the fact that, owing to
the existence of many different sects, a corresponding number of denominational com-

mittees will be required, and attaching its due weight to the consideration that these ;

committees are only supervising bodies, we have come to the conclusion that it is
neither practicable nor necessary to substitute the system of denominational committees

in the place of the existing system.

15. Commitlee Members to be half elected and the other half nominated.—Under the
existing law, members of committee were originally appointed by Government but
vacancies by death, removal or resignation had to be filled up by election. In
many cases vacancies have not been so filled up, and the system of election has not
worked so satisfactorily as might be desired. This state of things is due in the main
to the fact that the duty of preparing voters-lists and conducting elections devolved
under Act XX of 1863 on the committees, and that committees have not, as required
by law, published revised lists of voters from time to time. The draft Bill provides
against the recurrence of these evils. In the replies received to our circular, there
is a consensus of opinion in favour of combining the system of nomination with that of
election. This suggestion seems to be worthy of adoption as it will be useful in
preventing the undue preponderance of members of a particular sect or denomination
and in securing a due representation of minorities. It is, therefore, provided in
Section 5 of the draft Bill that the members of committee shall be one half elected and

the other half nominated.

16. Period of Tenure of Office by Members of Commitice.—Another important’change
embodied in the draft Bill relates to the period for which members of committee are
to hold office. Under Act XX of 1863, committee members hold office for life. The
general opinion is that the apathy and neglect shown by some of the committee
members are attributable to this circumstance. On no question is there a stronger
agreement of opinion than on the evils of making members of committee hold office
for life. There can be no doubt as to the desirability of providing for the displacement
of an inefficient or dishonest member of committee by a process simpler and less costly
and harassing than the tardy process of a law suit. With this end in view, it is pro-
posed to make members of committee hold office for a term of five years only. The
out-going member may get into the committee again by election or nomination, but
unless he has secured the confidence of the voters he 18 not likely to be re-elected or
pominated. It is necessary that voters should thus be given an opportunity of dis-
placing a committee member who has lost their confidence or who has shown no
interest in the work, and of putting into his place a more trustworthy and zealous

erson. Such periodical election will act as a powerful incentive to zealous and
efficient conduct on the part of committee members. It has been suggested to us
that the members of existing committees should vacate office on the coming into

|
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4 g law on commitittess the duty.of preparing and publish-
g &30 Lor# Tr6tn time to - Asematter-of fact, eommittees have not been
St S "Rave fuiled t6 misintain correct and complete lists. of .qualified voters, and
'Xevislén of the register from time to time has scarcely ever bgen suocesafully dope.
U is m{.mﬁrﬂrpnse that committees, provided with no facilifies and
 Bansinted by Joca] officials holding influential and responsible positions, should have
.., Juiled to keep proger registers. Wo have carefully oonsidered this matter, and have
- “setme’ to the emmminious conelusion thet this duty can be efficiently discharged only by
M ' Erondingtht such lists shall be puppared and Jpublished under the authority of the

g N

ot Judge.. Under the existing rules, objections to the exclusion of persons
-qualified to-vot¥from the register of voters are to be considered and disposed of by
- eommittees: The decision given by such & body as the committee without facilities
S e fgp condusting'an inquiry into the validity of the objections raised has often furnished
occasion for unfavorable comment. It is, therefore, provided in Section 10 of the
draft Bill that any person qualified to be elected committee member op to vote
at the election of committee members may make a complaint to the District J udge
against the omission of his name in the Committee Members list or Committee
Voters list. Any person interested in the temple may, under Section 11 of the draft
Bill, object to the inclusion in such lists of the name of any particular person, and the
Distriet Judge is empowered to remove the name of such person if he issatisSed in
regard to the validity of the pbjection raised. Orders passed by the District Judge
under Sections 10 and 11 are final.

i = 18. Conduct of Elections of Commitiee Mambers.—The manner in which elections
have been conducted by existing eommittees has given rise to much dissatisfaction,

It is not a thing of uncommon ocourrence that different members of committee should

L favour the election of different individuals; and, while therg is this conflict of interests
T aud inclinations, the election will: of necessity’ afford very different degrees of satis-
faction, and canmot command th&¥: donifidence which a public election conducted in

"~ obediagge to law ought to comman?- wad will commanil, if conduoted under the super-
' 4 intendence of a respomsible authotity having no- conestion with the committee.
{ Bection 15 of the draft Bill provides that wuch elsctions shall be beld under the super-
Jintendence of the District Judge sfof any- other officer or-pervan deputed by him in
Jthat behalf. It may be observed in this connection that, when nader the existing law
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21. Rules.—Under the law now in force, the qualifications of voters are defined by
rules under the Act, prescribed by Governments It is in our opinion desirable that a
matter of such importance as the qualifications of voters should be defined by the Act
itself as is the case in the Municipal and similar Acts. According to Act XX of
1863, the persons who have the right to elect are deseribed in the general terms ¢ those
who are interested in the maintenance of the religious instifution.” We think it —
desirable that the electoral privilege should not be indiscriminately extended to the
whole class of persons interested, but should be confined to such persons of that class
as possess certain qualifications defined in the Act. The draft Bill is thus made to
contain provisions regarding the qualifications and disqualifications of persons entitled M
to vote at elections, and of persons entitled to be elected members of committee.
Mention has already been made of the provisions in the draft Bill governing the
procedure to be followed in the consideration and final disposal of objections raised
against the lists published under the authority of the District Court.” In regard to
several elections held under the existing law, there have been complaints of voters i
and candidates for election having been guilty of illegal and corrupt practices. With
a view to check such practices, Section 100 provides a penalty, and clause (g) of P~
Bection 6 and clause (g) of Section 8 deprive persons convicted of an offence under |

-Section 100 of the right to be elected or to vote. All the main things connected with

elections being thus provided for in the Aect itself, the rules to be framed under the
Act will relate only to minor details bearing on the conduct of elections.

22. Powers and duties of Committees.—The powers and duties of committees have
been made as specific, clear and definite as practicable. According to the draft Bill,
committees have power to call for sccounts, to cause them to be audited, to examine
the cash balance and other property belonging to temples, to make local lnquiries |
concerning the affairs of any temple under its supervision, to hold a formal inquiry
into charges of misfeasance and neglect of duty against a trustee, and to dismiss a {
trustee convicted of misconduct. In the case of hereditary trustees of temples, the
powers are restricted to calling for accounts once a year and to causing the accounts ;
to be audited ; and in case of misfeasance, malfeasance or breach of trust on thq part | .
of the hereditary trustees, the committee has no power to conduct an investigation or
to order dismissal, but may, under Sections 79 and 80, sue before a court of competent
jurisdiction. ' ) o

Though under the existing law committees have power to dismiss for good and
sufficient reaSons dishonest or recalcitrant trustees, there is no provision enabling them
to enforcé the order of dismissal except by a regular suit. The result has been that
the order of dismissal has often remained inoperative. Experience has shown that
this procedure has impaired the efficiency of committees, and has exposed temple
funds to the danger of being misappropriated by the dismissed trustee during the
course of a protracted litigation respecting the validity or otherwise of his dismissal.
It is provided in the draft Bill that the committee should give the trustee, suspected
of or charged with misconduct, an opportunity to be heard in his defence ; that it
should record in writing its reasons for dismissing him ; and that, in the event of the
trustee not obeying the order of dismissal, the committee may ‘apply to the District
Court for a summary order to eject the trustee. The Judge is empowered to pass
such order, unless in his opinion there are no sufficient primd Jacie grounds for dis-
missing the trustee. Provision is also made for the Judge passing a summary order
as to the delivery of the property vested in the trustee as such in case he refuses to
do so. These summary orders are of course not intended to be final. It is _open
to the trustee to contest their validity by aregular suit. We are strongly convmced" *

)

that this summary power must be vested in the Judge to secure prompt obedience
to the committee’s orders, without at the same time depriving the trustee of his right
to challenge the propriety of such orders, and to secure re-instatement in office as
trustee if he is able to prove that he has been unjustly removed from office.

The existing law contains no provision for putting the committee in possession
of the funds required for maintaining a clerical and auditing staff and for meeting the
costs of suits and other legal proceedings in which it may be involved. According to
Sections 45 and 49 of the draft Bill, the cost of the clerical and auditing staff is to be
borne by the temples, subject to the committee’s jurisdiction ; but, as a check against
unnecessary or extravagant expenditure on such establishments, 1t 18 enacted in I )k
Bection 39 that the establishment to be kept and the salaries to be given should be
previously sanctioned by the District Judge. -
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The Sections of the draft Bill connected with the powers and duties of temple
trustees are intended to define only such special powers and duties as are essential for
carrying out the purposes of the Act. It is scarcely necessary toadd that, in matters
ot provided for in the draft Bill, their powers and duties will, as heretofore, be
regulated by the general law. Considerable doubt exists at present as to the power
of trustees in the matter of the investment of surplus temple funds and of the aliena-
tion of temple property. In order to remove this uncertainty, we have adopted in

Section 82 of the draft Bill the provisions of the Indian Trusts Act in regard to
investments.

In regard to the alienation of temple property by trustees or to the leasing of it
for a period exceeding five years, it is provided in Section 85 that the previous sanction
of the District Judge shall be necessary for making such transactions valid. Under
the general law, temple property is not alienable except for the manifest benefit of the
institution. The provision making the previous sanction of the Distriet J udge
essential for rendering an exchange, sale, mortgage or lcase for a term exceeding five
years valid is intended, on the one hand, to check and prevent improper transactions of
this nature ; and, on the other hand, to protect trustees and purchasets, mortgagees and
lessees from expensive and harassing litigation.

One other matter of importance deserves to be mentioned in this connection.
There is a strong feeling, as evinced by the replies to our circular, that it is
desirable to make a provision for enabling trustees and members of committee to
appropriate any surplus of income permanently in excess of the requirements of the

" temple to educational or other charitable purposes not incousistent with the objects of |

the institution. In several richly endowed temples, there is a considerable surplus
even after due allowance is made for keeping the temple in repair and for making such
improvements as may appear necessary or desirable ; and in such cases it may appear
that the appropriation of a part, if not-the whole, of such surplus to educational or
other charitable purposes is not at variance with the traditional usages of the country.
While the feeling is strong in favour of such diversion under legal sanction, there is
an equally strong feeling against the surplus being applied to charitable purposes
which cannot be fairly regarded as compatible with the objects of the institution.  We
may add that the provision is only permissive. ln the case of temples managed by
hereditary trustees, the proposal to appropriate surplus funds in this manner should
emanate from the trustees themselves, and not from committees. In the case of other
temples, application may be made either by the trustees or by committees. In every

-

case, the previous sanction of the District Judge is necessary, as such appropriation of ‘

surplus funds is, in effect, an extension of the original scheme of administration of the
endowment, and must, therefore, be safeguarded by judicial sanction.

Section 93 of the draft Bill authorises the committee and the trustee jointly to
revise the standard scale of expenditure, or, what is technically called, ¢ dittam,” and
to fix the proportions in which the income of the temple is to be applied to its several
objects. This provision is intended to check any capricious departure from the scheme
and to adjust the experditure to the income in view of material financial changes. In
cases in which the committee and the trustee disagree, the matter is to be referred to
the District Judge, whose decision is final.

24. Work assigned to the District Judge.— Under Act XX of 1863, the suits insti-
tuted against members of committee and trustees are triable by the District Court only,
no matter what the value of the suit may be. We, however, see no sufficient reason
why such suits should not be tried by a Sub-Judge or a District Munsif with reference
to their pecuniary value. The questions involved in suits of this description are of a
kind which not unfrequently arise in suits triable by 8ub-J udges and Munsifs, and it
appears to be a waste of judicial power to make all such suits, irrespective of their
value, triable exclusively by the highest court in the district. 8o far, however, as Act
XX of 1863 vests in the District Judge the discretion to grant sanction for the
institution of such suits, as such discretionary power has to be exercised with care
and judgment, we think it desirable that it should continue to vest in the District
Judge only. S .

The change proposed in the preceding paragraph will afford relief to the District
Judge, as this class of suits is numerous and takeg up z.nuch time. T!le _a(_idxtioual
work assigned to the District Judgé by the draft Bill is, in most cases, judicial, and,

the jurisdiction being summary and special, can be safely entrusted omly to him,

|
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»:dll % podr to deputs _ under his supervision.
The pleik of meking the eominittesn themselves conduct the election of committes
= M&h in no small messure responsible for the irregularities and corrupt practices
" #o_frequently made the subject of complaint in connection with elections. 1t is
. sheslubely necessary that somp authority, outside the committee snd independent of it,
» ohiouid be\reaponl\iblggot”ohly for_preparing aud publishidg correct lists, but for
Jucting elections hwingmd&sposing of complaints and objections connected

th alec We see no mode of eseape from the neoeesity for imposing this work
“on the District Judge, if the system of securing representative men on committees by -

the_method of slestion is to.work eMciently and satisfactorily in practicse. No other= =

" ‘aMernative seems to be of efficacy sufficient to remedy the existing evils.

25. We deem it our duty to state that there exists a widespread feeling among
the Hindu community that the duty of providing effectual remedies against the crying
abuses existing in the administration and management of temples is one which has
devolved on the British Government from former Governments, and that religious
and charitable endowments, founded and augmented by many generations of wealthy
and pious Hindu rajahs and noblemen and dedicated to objects held dear and sacred
by every section of Hindus, will gradually deteriorate and eventually be absorbed
into private property, unless the further progress of the evil is arrested by altering the
existing law, aud thereby providing adequate safeguards against neglect and mis-
P coanhasicn, o beg repeat 4 that it is our firm and earnest con

n conclusion, we beg to at once more it is our and earn -
iicti:ﬁ that fre:l?’ legislati‘on for the protection of temple endowments is absolutely
noeded, and that #8s sbsence of legislation of a sufficiently protective character has
beon a standing gressnte among the Hindu community for half a century. We may
' temples of this presidency stand on a different footing from those

‘which are neither 80 numerous nor so wealthy, apd for whu:.h
1o Such ,demand for adequate remedial legislation as in
s renisgks we oommend the draft Bill to the favorable
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TABULAR STATEMENT.

District. Name.

Reply.

Tinnevelly.

A

Madura.
AL

mittee, Tinnevelly.

Temple Cummittee.

Committee,

(| The members of the Devastha-
nam Committees of Madura
Minakshi pagoda, Kalla Alagar
| koil and Kudal Alagar koil.

Rajah M. Bhaskara Setupathy,
Zemindar of Kamnad.

Sreemuth Muthuvizia Ragoo-
natha Raja Oodayana Tever

Zemindar, Sivaganga. ’

R. Srikalahastie 8. Rama-

(| The President of the Siva Com-
The President of the Vishnu

The Honorary Secretary of the
Jubilee Annual Celebration

Memorial of the inhabitants of
_ Srivilliputur and its adjoining
L] villages.

l
!

‘krishna Iyer, B.a., M. Nara-|.
| yanaswami, B.A., and others,

Suggests alterations in sections 5, 6, 26, 53,
58, 68, 71, 79 and 8&1.

Suggests additions and alterations in sections
3 (paragraph 9), 6, 21, 29,42, 53, 64, 69, 70,
79,80, 81 and 94. Section 4 may be omitted.

Enumerates the irregularities and defects in
the working of the system now in vogue and
thinks that the Bill is necessary, but suggests
(}33e.r]flain additions to and alterations in the

114, .

States the arbitrary expenses, misappropri-
ation of the temple funds and other irregu-
larities committed by the trustees and man-
agers of Nachiarkoil devasthanam and prays
for the remedy of the above irregularities.

Suggests alterations in sections 3, 6, 9, 29, 35,

38, 39, 53, 68, 72, &c., 79 and 90, and also
suggests certain additional sections.

States that—

(1) The new arrangements will but augment
existing evils.

(2) The present Act provides sufficient safo-
guards against irrcgularities.

(3) The great zemindars should be ex-
empted from the supervision of the
committee.

(4) The sections 6, 36, 52, 53 and 91 Te-,
quire the suggested modification.

States that—

(1) The Bill is entirely uncalled for and is
an infringement of the principle of
religious neutrality enunciated in the
great Proclamation of Her Majesty
the Queen-Empress.

(2) Section 14 of Act XX of 1863, corre-
sponding to section 91 of the present
Bill, is a sufficient safe-guard against
abuse of powers by the zemindars
and hereditary trustees.

(8) The temple committee appointed over
& zemindar trustee is sure to work
mischief,

(4) The kattalays ought to be excluded
from the jurisdiotion of the commit-
tees.

(5) The policy of the present Bill, unlike
the policy of Act XX of 1863, is to
level down hereditary trustees to the
position of appointed trustees.

() The remindars shonld be exempted
from the supervision of the Com-
mittee.

Propose additions and alterations in sections

2, 6,7,8,9,22, 26, 29, 31, 32, 38 and 90,

53 and 79.
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Trichinopoly.

A

" the ": '
- Durmakartha of the deva-

{gthanams of (1) Pranmalai, (2)

<Kandragudi, (3
' Thu'n%dlgzldx an

atchi Amman koil, resid-
¢ in Pranmalai and Kum.ira-

L. Krishoaiyangar, Pensioned
Sheristadar of the Trichi-
nopoly Distriet Court.

ma

| 8. Krishnama Chari, lst-grade
T'leader, l'richinopoly.

| The Secretary, llindu Sabha,
Tiruvanaikaval.

The P'resident, Tanjore People’s

\| Association.

- .

1.

o Ambalama Desicar, vPandaia.-

{ -sunnathi and Mutathipathy or
High Priest of Thiruvadu-
thuarai Athinam in the Méaya-

. varsm taluk, Tanjore district.

» . .' . N .‘ 4+ l
<o of the rights and privileges
-+ and enjoyed

" #rom time immemorial.
(2) The present law
s, both ol

and oriminal,

temple funds.

3) 'l‘he'Bﬁl aims at frustrating the very obgeot '
ors

and intentions of the original foun

of these institutions and goes very much

beyond the scope of Act of 1863.
(4) The Bill is against the principle of religi-

ous neutrality enunciated in the Procla -

+mation of Her Majesty in 1858.
(5) Proposes some additions.

(1) The Bill is a great improvement upon the

. present Aot XX of 1863 and contains
very good provisions for the better
management and security of the funds
and properties of the Hindu religious
and charitable institutions. ,

(2) Proposes alterations in sections 3, 6, 9, 14,
15 and 18, 26, 29, 381, 53, 58, 59, 65, 66,
67,71, 75, 81 and 82, 94 and 97.

(1) Act XX of 1863 works very unsatis-
factorily and the present Bill will afford
the publie some satisfaction.

(2) Proposes alterations in sectious 16, 58, 31
and 4,

Suggests alterations in sections 6, 9, 29, 43,

53, 56, 61, 62, 73, 81 and Y0.

(1) The Bill is a necessary improvement upon
the present Aect. .

(2) Proposes certain additions and alterations
in sections 3, 6, 10, 11, 26, 36, 38, 39,
41, 79 and 80. . .

(1) The Bill ignores the rights and privileges
of athinakarthars and managers recog-
nised and maintained in section 4 of
Act XX of 1863.

(2) The Bill is likely to work a great deal of
hardship. - :

(8) Proposes certain new seotions and suggests
- oertain alterations to some of the seco-
tionsinthe Bill. - - _

(1) The definition of “ temple ” in section 2

. upon the present Act. = -

1(2) Proposes certain additions and slterations

" inseections 3, 10, 11, 26, 31, 88, 39, 41,
5 '58,79,80and 81, - : o

" under the catagory of the other tri
(8) Boction. 79 of the Billis objectionable.

an waenlled for knd qulle. &d

m&intainﬁ! ‘:’
by the hereditary. trustees.

vides suffinient’ safe- : :
of trust and missppropriation of

of the Bill is a desirable improvement -

(1) Ths present Bill is not in ascotdanies writh

. the policy of Act XX of 1868, .~ -

(2) Itis s%oe for the prieets to bd-brought
or trustecs.

.15

No.

Distriet. -

Name.

Reply.

18
19

24

25

26

27

Chingleput.

Madras.

Sabha, Melatiir.
Vythilinga  Pandirasannuthy

muttum in innevelly distriet,
residing at liruvélar in the
district of Tanjore.

|
\ {| Authinakarthar of Vailakurichi
L

'p
(1 M. Arumuga Pillai, Trustee,
|+ Thiravaheenthrapuram, Cudda-
4 5 lore.
1

|
U M. Rajarathnam, Cuddalore.

(: A Dharmakarta of Sri Devaraja
. Swami temple, Conjeeveram.

P S

Dharmakartha of Sri Devaraja
Swami temple, Conjeeveram.

i Government Pleader, Chingle-
put.

i Somoosoonthrum Chetty .

uv. Krishnama Chari .. ..

"| The Secretary of the Mahajana

Suggests alterations to be made in sections 2,
3, 6, 24, 36, 41 and 79.

(1) The Bill is against the policy of Act XX
of 1863.

(2) It is derogatory to the position of Mut<
tathipathies to submit them to temple
committee.

(3) Muttum temples are now managed satis-
factorily.

(4) Muttum temples may be excluded from
the jurisdietion of the temple com-
mittee.

(1) The definition of “temple” in the Bill
is too wide in its application.

(2) Suggests certain alterations in sections 4,
6, 53, 58 and 65,

(1) Suggests certain alterations with regard to
the qualifications of the members.

(2) Mutts should be included in the list of
institations to be governed by the Act.

(1) The working of Act XX of 1863 shows
that the proposed legislation is neces-
sary.

(2) Hereditary trustees should be excluded
from the jurisdiction of the com-
mittee.

(3) The suggestion of certain alterations in
sections 65, 76, 89, 79, 80 and 78.

(4) The name of the Bill should be * Hindu
Temple Property ” Bill.

The same as above, with the following sugges-

tion :—

The framers of the Bill may make any runles
they think fit and best to improve the effici-
ency and good conduct of hereditary trustees
in regard to proper care and due appropria-
tion of temple property and funds.

(1) The Bill provides for all defects in the

present law on the subject.

(2) Suggests alterations in sections 6, 9, 26
and 62.

(1) The Bill provides remedies for the long-

standing evils complained of frequently

and with much earnestness.

(2) Suggests modifications to sections 6, 26,

58, 63, 69, 71, 79 and 80.

(3) Special provision should be made for the

repairs of any trinkets or jewels, and

for the disposal of really useless orna-
ments. :

(1) The new Bill is an improvement on the
existing law. .

(2) As the hereditary trustees are required
by the present Bill to sacrifice too
much, they should be exempted from
the jurisdiction of the temple commit-
tees.

(3) Proposes modifications in sections 2, 5, ,
7, 21, 23, 26, 21, 31, 41, 47, 65, 70, 71,
79 and 90.
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Malsbar.

Alakkat Illath Nambiathan
Nambudri. uralen and proprie-
tor of Thillangari temple and
its subordinate temple Kuru-
valloor of Thillangari desom,

in  Mozhakunnoo amshom,
Kottayam taluk.

Karakott Edathil Ryrappan
Nambiar of Ellarinhi desom,
Kanhilari amshom, in Chirak-
kAl taluk, North Malabar.

o] @ 16 agein

f -f.j'('8)rljl'ii!ajtonmidf ryien
o of temples in |

[

temples of Malabar, and requests to exclude

the ground of mboing a private temple.

(1) Begulation VII of 1817 and Act XX
of 1863 do not apply to Malabar.

(2) The temples of Mnﬁﬁmr are constituted
on principles peculiar to Malabar.

(3) It is public robbery. '

(4) No necessity for the interference in -
Malabar. The Bill is the outoome of
complaints from other distriots.

(5 Malabar temples are governed by local
usage and custom.

Malabar should be exempted from the

. proposed enactment. A

Objects to the Biltl—

(1) Itis against the orders and regulations
of the Honorable East India Com-
pany and the promise contained in the
Proclamation of the Queen Empress

in 1858.
(2) The temples in Malabar are private
ones.

(3) Regulation VII of 1817 and Act XX
of 1363 are not applicable to Malabar.

Malabar should be excluded from the opera-
tion of the Aet.

Objects to the Bill— - ~
{12)) I{ ti§ an interferenee in religious matters.
is a source of grievance to the !
of Malabar. & peope
{3) It is against the promise contained in
_the Proclamation of 1858.

L - (4) Itis against the Despatch of tho Home
Government in 1833. } -
(5) Befuhtlon VII of 1817 and Act XX
) of 1863 are not applicable to Malabar.
*(8) It will deprive many families of their
© tarwad property. . :
(?) In many cases the family estates are
~  wegistered in the name of the diety
in order t:oirevent family dissensions

‘ and .to cheek improper alienatious of

© . poputy by the mexibers of the

~ Malabar r' of-a excluded from the -
Objocta to Ty Bl " Froposed ensctment.

.. - 1863 and im oonfravention of the
G" "u'l‘ ":’" .

 of 1858

.

| his temple trom-the operation of the Aot on S

‘ ollosireeuto-the oxtension of the Aot to Mals-

(1) It i beyorsd the sope of Ack XX of % -
7.7 exders_of the Governor-Genersl in’
t the premise: evntained fn-
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7District.

Name.

- Reply.

Malabar.

The Nambudiries of Perinchel-
loor gramam in Chirakkal

taluk.

(1) Murikkancherai Kizhakai
Mulli Kot Kemaran; (2)
Chengunitaith Puthen Veetil
Chandu, uralers of Puthia
Kavu devasom in Azhikot
amsom desom, Chirakk4l taluk.

K.ishpan Nambudiri, uralen of
Govindapuram devasom in
Chirakkal taluk.

The Uralen of Akbath devasom,

Chirakk4l taluk.

Chalat Vengola Krishnan Nam-

budire, uralen of Chalat

devasom, Puzhathi amsom,

Chirakk4l taluk and 4 others.

k4l taluk.

som, Chirakkél taluk.

desom, Chirakkél taluk.

the.Naduvil Mutt, Malabar.

(4) The Qemples in Malabar, unlike the
temples in other districts, are private.

(5) In Malabar only certain sects are allow-
ed to enter certain temples, so the super-
intendence of these temples cannot be
handed over to any but the members
of this sect.

Malabar should be excluded from the
operalion of this Act. .

Objects to ths Bill—

(1) It is\g source of grievance to Numbu-
diries and Antharjannams (Nambudiri
ladies).

(2) It is opposed to the rules of manage-
ment as laid down by Hindu Law.

(8) It is opposed to the reasors which led to
the non-applicability of Regulation
VII of 1817 and Act XX of 1863 to
Malabar.,

Malabar should be excluded from the
operation of the Act.

\

Theeyarath Kunjamman Nam-
biar and 3 others, uralers of
Vokyarathu devasom, Chirak-

Etayeth Illoth Raman Nambu-
diri and another, uralers of
Narath devasom in Narath
desom, Kannatiparamba am-

Kotakattari Kunji Puthia Veetil
Chindan and 6 others, uralers
of Kannati Paramba devasom
in Kannati Paramba amsom

Subramania Bharatikal, alias
Pakarvur Swamiar, head of

(1) The Bill is against the orders and procla~

! mation of the Government of India
and against the current of High Court
and Privy Council decisions.

(2) It is opposed to the reasons which exclu-
ded Malabar from the operation of
Regulation VII of 1817 and Act XX
of 1863.

7 (3) It impoverishes many Malabar families

which are the founders and managers

of these temples.
(4) Itis against the promise contained in the

! Queen’s Proclamation of 1858.

(5) Many temples in Malabar are private.
Malabar should be excluded from the
operation of the proposed enactment.

J
Objects to the Bill—

(1) The religious institutions of Malabar
are in character very dissimilar to
those of the other distriots.

(2) The Rajahs of Malabar never exercised
any melkoima rights over the temples
belonging to my mutt.
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