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" Reap—the following paper :— i,‘

Archzological Survey, to ‘the Chief

Secretary to Government, dated ! Camp, Addni, 29th November 1898,

From A. REA, Esq, Superintendent{i
No. 409. }

i 1)
‘With reference to your dem_i-o{ﬁcial ter, dated 24th April 1893, T have the
Thoneur to report on the palace and fort at CR@andra giri. )

9. Palace.—The mahal is structrally Bin good condition, and likely to remain
go if it.; is kept free of plants, It is construcy ;ed of brick and stond masonty Spromaln
i WOO%'h;Sr}iD:: Iilfrgrsr? (ihl: ;:G)chonstrue e except a few beams in the interior of
the towers whic .

3. The most of the plastering which COﬁz'ered the exterior walls is gone. Wntire
re-plastering is neither desirable nor necessay 'y, and the cost would be prohibitive.

4. For the convenience of visitors, thei west end of the first-storey corridor has
been walled off and is used asa kitchen. §An iron chimney projects out at one of

the back windows and is .ce_trrlefi some heig yat up the back wall. The appearance of
the flue in its present position 18 obJef_Jt-line, and the kitchen should be removed
elsewhere. There are no detached buildingds near except the ruined mud buildin

wuilt, the centre room on the west of the

osite, and unless a new kitchen can b.e p
ggund ﬁoor might be so used.. If the k1tcl‘, en is removed from its present position,
the walls which have been built bﬁtweqn.: he arches to enclose it might be taler,
down, so as to leave the corridor 1n 1is origt 2l condition, open from end to end,
5. The interiors of the rooms on thel first storey have been restored in tinted
plaster. The back arched corridor, on to gwhich these rooms open, has boen lott

rough and whitewashed. Opposite the entrifinces to these rooms, the new plaster has

been returned a short distance along the cotllyidor walls, making a most inharmonious

trast. The whole of the walls, ceiling and transverse arches of the corrid
gi)x?)uld be rough-plastered and tinted to corfespond with the rooms. Should the co(;f;

i i haps tinting, ;
¢ plastering be excessive, perhap % alone might serve the purpose. Th
3aurl)ted brick ceilings of the corridor have ¢friginally been each panelled aI; it squaree
ine small panels, as appears froify the lines of projecting bricks. )

)

1

!
s
i

divided into niné

L , 3 At some
of the intersections of the squares, iron hooligs yet project through the bricks. Thege
have been for affixing plaster pateras or suwfh ‘ornaments.

In re-plasterih -
ment should be applied, as none of the o ginals remain as a gxll)ide etr; t%en?legna_
The ribs of the panels should be of plain siffyare section as appears on certain frag-

mentary portions yet entire. Some fractur.n‘s om the transvers

nLite e arches which support
the ceilings of the corridor should be examijhed. The four transverse arches opII)E:;te
the entrance to the hall are cracked from this crown upwards. In one case the crack

extends across the brick-arched ceiling. !

6. Some of the bolt fastenings of (; doors of the central hall and the outer
entrances to the stairs on the ground ﬂpor hve been wrenched loose,

v. Ladies’ Mahal.— A great portion of $he ornamental plaster-work on the arches
spandrels and cornices of the east front 18 /} ,

'in fair condition and needs nothing g
to it. Some fragments of what has been 2 E extensive decoration in colore Res yot
remain on the front. They are of the samye materials and de
the buildings at Vijayanagar. The deSIgn. are floral, figure,

4]
f

sign as some on one of
and geometrical ; blue

I

i

il

d tiles yet -

o

PN
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on a white ground. Many have ddu¥ss been wrenched off, but others may have
fallen and be lying under the surfacejA slight trench dug along the front of the
base might lead to the recovery of anjmgments yet existing. As they are of great
interest, any such—whole or fragmen}y__should be carefully preserved and sent to
the Madras museum. ’ :

8. Of the five arched windows Oithe upper front storey, two only retain th.e
ornamental tracery of transoms and miions. One of these is in a dangerous condi-
tion as one of its two supporting bridmullions is away. e This should be rebuilt, as
otherwise the upper overhanging trady_only held in position by the cohesion of
the mortar—may fall.

9. Some plants on the roof requir¢emoval.

10. There is stated to be an undéyround passage connecting the two mahals.
Th? spot where it enters is said to be} the north room on the front of this mahal.
If 1t.rea11y. ex.ists, it would add additiof] interest to the place to have it opened out.
A slight digging at the spot indicated Hy]d prove the matter.

11. Road Gateways.—On the road jom the village to the mahal, two gateways are
passed through. They have groups of j]]-carved columns standing on a platform on
each side of the covered way. Though he battlements of the flanking walls are gone,
the lower parts of these walls are s ly constructed and yet entire. There are
numbers of bushes and a large tree gro g on them, which should be removed.

]2. A side built-up entrance at eastern gate isin a dangerous state, and
must either have the masonry blocking jcked up or taken down.

13. The west gate is in a particulily dangerous condition. The walls of the
covered way have been constructed in the usual Vijayanagar style, of two facings
of large, flat blocks set on edge, with packing between them. The outer face an
packing are gone, and only the inner fte remains. Shaking or displacement of any
of the stones would probably bring thewhole structure down bodily. A large mass
of the brickwork of the east pediment bés fallen to one side and displaced some large
stones of the wall ; some six of these ovirhang the roadway.

14. Fort.—The south gateway of he fort, situated about three-fourths of the
way up the hill above the palace, 1s a sfucture well worthy of preservation and one
of the most perfect buildings on the }il], It consists of three bastions with the
entrance between the upper two. The f§ nking walls yet retain their battlements and
loopholed balconies supported on corbelsg It is in almost perfect condition and is con-
structed of large, rough-dressed stones of sely iointed without mortar. Its excellent
construction has largely resisted. the pd t); t]ion of plant roots, and its position has
prevented the walls being demolished. LoLr § la1<)3es howev,er some plants have
found root. In particular, on the sout§ ta lew pth r’oots of a ,large' banian have
spread themselves over the wall, and, bastion, % will fracture it from top to
bottom. The complete removal of all vefnless removed, is all that is required;
and the gatewa then b etation from the walls 1s ; i

e gateway may then be expected e t state of preservatlon
for an indefinite period. ) remain in its presen

Ozrprr—dated 22nd December 1893; Ne .
' § 1018, Public. "
s )

: £
alace and fort at Chandragiri, the Mg been drawn to the negl?cted state 0 a8
girected to inspect and reportgupén them §perinbendent, Archseological Survey, ¥
2. After perusing Mr. Rea’s remarlyf . o imme-
diate steps shogld be t?aken to preserve anfts, the Government 18 off OPI?I:;?I::I ?;j‘::-y.
3. The Public Works Department ¢l proteot the buildings tro early date
an estimate for the several alterations §ill be requested to submit o ;{Itlea and the
Collector of North Arcot will issue immegind repairs suggested by Mrils &0’ cleared
of all vegetation, particularly banian rootf}iate orders for baving the walls, &C.,

The attention of Government havi

&A oo s
ki

\? 2280 Decemeer 1893, No. 1018, Pusric. 3
SN

4. The Collector will in future pay specialf regard to the buildings in view to their
maintenance in a state of proper preservation.| He will see that any small and neces-

sary repairs are carried out from time to time py the Executive Engineer, and he will
himself adopt steps for the removal of any obdoxious vegetation.

(True Extrgct.)

‘ J. F. PRICE,
. s Chief Secrctary.

the Superintendent, Archmological Survey.
To the PI:‘E)HG Works Department.
Collector of North Arcot.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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