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18rm May 1893, Nos. 384, 385, PusLic.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From Surgeon-Major-Geeneral W. F. peFABECK, m.p., Surgeon-General with
- the Government of Madras,to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Magdras, 28th February 1893, No. 196, ‘

‘ With reference to G.O., No. 497, Financial, dated the 22nd June 1888, eonveying
the Resolution of the Government of India sanctioning, on the recommendation of
the Finance Committee, the withdrawal of the grant of Presidency house-rent. to
medical officers in civil employ who are allowed the privilege of private practice, I
have the honour to make the following representation to Government on behalf of the
junior officers of the General Hospital, Madras. ‘ ‘

2. As I read the Finance Committee’s report and proceedings, they were mani-
festly under the impression that ell officers of the Indian Medieal Service holding
civil appointments at the Presidency town were senior men, who, although in receipt .
of pay under Rs. 1,400, usually brought their pay by private practice up to that figure
or even past it ; these officers were therefore considered to be in the same position as
those actually drawing from Government salaries of Rs. 1,400 or upwards. This
contention, however properly it may be applied in the case of senior officers at ‘the
Presidency, does not hold good in respect of the junior officers (Surgeon-Captains)
at the General Hospital, whose cases, in view of the following facts, appear to me to
require a separate and more liberal consideration. ‘ B ‘

3. The Second Surgeoncy and Assistant Physicianship of the General Hospital
are held by Surgeon-Captains, who draw a fixed salary of Rs. 700 per mensem both
for hospital and college duties (as they hold also Professorships at the Medieal College)
1o matter what their standing ; they are not to be looked upon in the least as officers ..
simply placed there to do duty in the ordinary sense of the term ; they are specially
picked men on account of their university qualifications, experience and capabilities.
Their duties are in no way subordinate, professionally, to those of the Senior Physician
or Senior Surgeon. As medical men their work ordinarily is quite distinet. The -
Second Surgeon has his own speeial wards and regular days for operation distinet
from the Senior Surgeon, and the Assistant Physician also has his own wards and beds
solely under his control. These officers form part.of the staff of the hospital and the
Presidency town, and are undoubtedly in the foremost ranks of medical officers under
the rank of Surgeon-Major. I lay stress on these facts to show that they are under -
exactly the same conditions of service. and duty as the senior medical officers at the -
Prosidency town, being specially ehosen for their important work., - -

4. Their pay, however, is on a different footing. By no means, within my -
knowledge, can a junior ‘medical officer bring his salary by private practice from
Rs. 700 to Rs. 1,400 or to anything approaching this sum; any exertions on his part’
to do 80 must seriously interfere with his legitimate work. Deprivation, therefore, of
house-rent places him in a much more adverse position than it would senior men, ta
whom this item is of comparatively less importance. e S

Again, when one of these junior officers goes on leave; the officer acting for him -
doing all the onerous and important work so favorably moticed by Government in
G.0., dated 5th September 1892, No. 623, Public, draws about Rs. 490 a month,

v

‘No one would imagine that the officer drawing this pay at the Presidency town was :
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actnally doing work of just as much importance and responsibility as that of any

senior officer in Madras, differing simply in the length of experience he can bring to

bear in its execution. ‘

5. Under the foregoing circumstances, I request that the Government of India.

may be addressed with a view to a special order being passed in the case of these
officers, as an undoubted hardship exists. There is also an increasing difficulty in
securing officers to act in these appointments during t}:fe absenice of permanent
incumbents, as junior officers are not tempted fo face the expense incurred in living
in Madras on account of the small rate of pay sanctioned. Moreover; the best interests
“of the Greneral Hospital must suffer unless adequately-paid men can be secured.

———

No. 638,

The Surgeon-Greneral is requested to report whether he is of 'op{nion that the -

privilege of private practice should be withdrawn from the officers mentioned by him
or whether he considers that Presidéncy house-rent should be granted to them
independently of the permission to practice which is to continue; whether the officers
in question would prefer the Presidency house-rent or the permission to practise ; and
whether he considers that the increased cost of living, less the increased gain by

private practice, at the Presidency as compared with the mufassal; is greater or less

‘than the Presidency house-reut. . A
| (Signed)  C. A. GALTON,

- Hih April 1893. Ag. Clief Secretary. |

From Sm‘gebn-Maior-General W. F. peFABECK, w.p., Surgeon-General with
the Government 0f Madras, to the Chief Becretary to Government, dated
- Ootacamund, 27th April 1893, No. 0-34. - ‘

~In veply to your memorandum, No. 638, dated the 5th instant, T have the ilonouf

* 4o state tbat in the public interests, it would be inadvisable to withdraw the permis~

- sion to engage in private practice from any officers at presemt allowed it. The
Presidency house-rent should, I think, be granted to the junior officers referred to in-
" my letter, No. 196, dated the 28th February 1893, without, however, withdrawing the

privilege of private practice. It isimpossible to say exactly what income these junior,
officers make besides their official salaries, but the fact T wished to point out in my letter
was that they cannot, by any legitimate' exertions on their part, bring their salaries

- anything near Rs. 1,400 a month. ‘While the senior medical otficers without exception

I think can do so. - The questionis not whether they actually make Ks. 75 a month—

the  equivalent of their house-rent, - When salaries were originally fixed due allow- -
ance was made for the opportunities” which “eivil ‘medical - officers have of private.
practice not possessed by their purely military confréres, and in consequence as a rule:
all salaries in the Civil Medical Department ‘are Rs. 50 per’ mensem less than what

officers of similar rank draw in the Military Department. Thera seems no reason to

doubt that the maximum salary of these appointments (Rs. 700) was fixed in a similar

way. '

. 2. On rreference to the ofﬁcersf‘éoncemed;l IJﬁr‘ﬁd;th‘dt““Sﬁfgédﬁl(}ap’taiﬁ‘ Simééonlf- B
Acting Second Surgeon. sub. pro Zeazz‘,-~andfSur.geongcaptain{(Gg‘ant,;gecon‘dphysiciaﬁ’ A

who both draw the full pay of their appointments; prefer the house-rent to the permis-

sion to engage in private practice, and Surgeon-Captain Moore, 'Acting Second Phy--

sioian, who draws acting pay of about Rs, 490, is of a similar view. - But with alt-die

deforence to the views of Gevernment on the question, Tsubmit that these officers should
ot be placed in a position to make the choice. It isin the public interest that they =

~ ghould be liable to be called in cases of sickness, but, as I have pointed out before, the i+

reguler practice is chiefly in the hands of the senior officers and the amount falling =~ -
_to the share of the juniors is of a very precarious nature amounting, as I happen'to =~

. know, in some months to nothing at-all. The three officers at present concernod in~
' the question evidently do not find that their private practice amounts to Rs. 76'a . -

month, or anything near if.

“‘ant Physician of the General Hospital, Madras.

. practices

“Bxl, A, Raith.
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3. Finally, the daereased cost of living, say (1) Re. 100 a month for rent in the
ccase of married officers (as officers are specially chosen for these appointments, they

“keep them till 12 years’ service, .., till their promotion, and they are nsually beld by
© married officers) + (2) say, Rs, 100 a month for necessary horses and carriages, and

(8) increased cost of domestic arrangements; less the gain by private practice, say,
Rs. 50 a month, is much greater than the Presidency house-rent. I put the latter
figure at Rs. 50, as I do not think it is generally more and it certainly is less in the
case of all acting officers and those under 3 or 4 years in their appointments.

4. Tf Government is inclined to look at this question in a more liberal spirit than

Cin framing the terms of G.0O., No. 497, Financial, dated 22nd June 1888, I recommend .
that Presidency house-rent be granted to the permanent holders of these two appoint- .~ -°

ments for three years from date of appointment, and that the same be conceded to all
junior officers, that is, under rank of Surgeon-Major, acting in any appointment at the
Presidency town. If an officer be appoiunted permanently after having acted for some
time, without any break in his service in that appointment, the three years might
count from date of acting appoiatment. In the case af the present officers, the three

~ years might begin from the date of the Government order. :

5. In this connection I might point out that the Ra. 75 per mensem house-rent
is exempt from income-tax, while the same Rs, 75 earned by private practice is

taxed.

OrpEr—dated 13th May 1‘893,, No. 384, Public.

The Government of Tndia will be addressed.
| (True Extract.) ‘

I. F. PRICE,
Orief Secretary.
To the Surgeon-General. ' .

m————————

Lerrer—to the Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Finance and
Commerce, dated Ootacamund, 13th May 1893, No. 885, Public. '

T am directed to forward copy of the marginally-noted coi‘respondehce* from
' , the local Surgeon-General, in which he
* Dated gg&: i;’ghlg%’ N 0(1)2%4 o requests that the ruling in Government
1 AP » » .

dency house-rent to medical officers in civil employ who are allowed the privilege of
private practice, may be relaxed in the cases of the Second Surgeon and the Assist-

9, His Excellency the Governor in Counecil is, T am to sa,y, con#ﬁioed that the
junior officers of the Indian Medical Service in civil employ at the Greneral Hospital

| ! ' ‘ ‘of India, Department of Finance and |
- Commerce, resolution, dated 6th June 1888, No. 2987, prohibiting the grant of Presi-

enjoy very little, if any, private practice, and that the expenses they are put o in

consequence of residence at the Presidency are considerably greater than they would
incur elsewhere. Their cases differ from those of the Surgeons of districts in the

nized in respect of almost all departments. =~ =~ -

A 3, Under these circumstances, I am to request that the r'u]i'ngfiny " qﬁeéﬁon ‘m ay%a
. be reconsidered in the cases of the officers referred to by the Surgeon-General, coupled,

it the Government of India cousiders it necessary, with a prohibition ugainst private

J. F. PRICE,
- Lhief Seerelary.

M S

" Presidency town, in that the incomes of the latter are augmented by private practice.
The tact of the increased cost of living at the Presidency has, moreoyer, been recug-

i1
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