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London, 815t July 1892, Serial No- 1.

LPudlic (Tmigration).
No, 72,

To His Excelloncy the Most Honourable the Governor General of India
' in Couneil.

#

My Lorn Manguis,

I rorwaRD, for the information of Your Excelleney in Couneil, copy of a
Ietter from the Colonial Office with its
enclosures, respecling a proposal for the
engagement of Indian labourers in Mauritius for employment at Réunion,

30th Juno 1892, and encloaures.

1 hawé the honour to De,
My Lorp Manquis,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,

CROSS.

No. J. & P. 1041, dated Downing Street, the 30th Juns 1892,
From—Epwarp Winerierp, Bsq., Assistant Under-Secretary, Colonial Office,
To~—The Under-Secrotary of State for India,

T am directed by Lord Knutsford to forward to you for the information
of Viscount Oross, & copy of a despatch from the Officer Administering the
Grovernment of Mauritius and of its enclosures, respecting the proposal of Her
Majesty’s Acting Consul at Réunion, for the engagement of Indian labourers

- in Mauriting for employment at Réunion ; together with a copy of his Lord-
ship's reply. . . .

No. 289, dated Mauritius, the 24th May 1892,
From—The Officer Administering the Government of Mauritius,
To—The Rygur Hoxouranre Lorp Kyursrorn, G. . M. G, &e., &e.

I BAvyE-tlie honour to tra'nsmit,'for your Lordship’s inlormation, copies

G NV of a letter received from Her Majesty’s
From Acting Consal, 19tk May 1802, Ac til’lg Oonsul at Ré‘llllio_ﬂ, on _the‘subjecf_:
of the proposed engagement of Indian
. . : - . “labourers in Mauritius for employment
in thet Colony, and of the letter which T have addressed to Mr. Bell in reply.

To Acti;ag.{;‘onsul, No. 51.04.1, 22nd May 1892,

Dated Réunion, the 19th May 1802,

Frome—J. I, Doveras Berr, Esq., Her Majésﬁy’s Acting Consul Réunion,
Tow~The O'IIio_'er Administering the Governmont of Mauritivs, -

~ Ln consequence of the destruction by the eyclone of the 20th April last of
many of the sugar mills and crops in Mauritius, and in presence of the duil.
ness of alfairs oceasioned by this catastrophe, it has occurred to the mind of the
. Government of Réunion that the Government of Mauvitius may find itself
~hurdened with somo thousands of Indian labourers for whom there may be no
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further employment in Mauribius and whose presence to your hudget.

come a souree of disquiet to public order and n chﬂrgt'ﬁ 0 you 1 ta f Réunion
Actine in the interest of Mauritius ab the same time a;s. int 011? i(',)he subiect

Governor Manés has placed himsell in Qf)i‘llll’lll_l’lLG{LtIOl’L Wl’tlénf; orament would

with the view to asccrtaining whether Your EXG‘}UGPGY s OM aritius.

e inclined to allow tho Indians to emigrate to Réunion from a J d men
The doors of LLéunion would be thrown open fo some threo 1130;}5?:1 of the

who witl o admitted to residenco in this Colony under tEm prof(u& I?F L 1887

Convention of the 1st July 1861, and of the-dgcrclc of the 27th ol Augw

which regulates the conditions of labonr in Réunion.

K The planters heve woald be glad to tnke a much greater m{n,ﬂ?g’ bus I
would not consent to the importation of more than three thousand m E Hich
The engagemonts would be for o terim of threo years at t_h(? e.n{}i :1' 1:;1111(; '
the Tndians would be repatrinted to India at.the expense of Reéanion :
ed to Mauritius, according as they would desive. ‘ o *1 o VAL
A hounty of one hundred francs is offered to the men for a iinrzelc ffaltacs
contract, the rate of wages (o he 124 franes per mensem for rflen and . 4121'11 e
for women (equal, at the average rate qf.exchang“‘: to nearly 7 one 1_ ’
which is more than what is paid in Mauribius). _
The cost of tho introduction of these Jndians here ~would of coqrse_'bf;_.
supported by Réunion. " ' | L
Tt will naturally oceur to Your Excellency that, Indian Immlgréhojla t%
Freneh Colonies ]mv'ing been prohibited, the authorizi}lg of the Elfertuth; zq
Tnree hatches of eoolies for Réunion from Mauritivs might be looke u%(rjxdinf:‘
defeating the object which the Government of Tndin had in view in susponais

_ L b Sy the import- -
srati  the Convention of 1861, and T am quite alive to :
the operation of the C ’ am secommend in the .

snce of the measure which I am taking upon- myself fo. ¥
interests, as T am persuaded, of both Colonies, :

) _ . . - 7 onen to very severe
T am perlectly aware that T may be laying mysell open o very severe

censure from the Toreign Oifice dnd from the Indian (}_Q_vemmm_lt'{, . Lol

. N o qs ek 7 ‘scheme which

I would naturally be strongly ind isposed to entertain zmgr It?cfii'si labonrers
might be converted into an organized system ot recruitment o Al e

v LR i il L A - g . NPTy r ‘l "l . '\\rould. Scem tO )
in Maouritius for the benelit of Réunion ; but the present crisis _ )

sty the Aloption. . 1 Excellency would -
irs, - the ‘emigration

. oy . M Wil 1 s v
justify the adoption of energetic measures, and if .lou}
inform me whether, in view of the existing state of aftnl 14 materially
from Mauritins of some three thonsand unemployed Indiang wouid materia

assist the labouring classes, and at the same  time alleviate the anxieties of -

! " oL “endorsa the
Your Bxeollency's Government,” T would be quite prepared to endorse th

i . . . \ : i vival in
responsibility of sanctioning the engagement of these men on their arriva _

Rdunion upon the terms afore-mentioned. o
" Phe plin of the Government would be to send to Manritius an Agent

whose business would be to examine the men who would be willing to emigrate -

from  Mauritius and to make arrangements for their convayance Lo‘_Luum.ml ‘

On arrival here they would bo engaged before me, and T would take caro

[}

- that they were made perleetly ~acquainted with the conditions of their-

engagoments, . : T
. The “question 182 sufficiently bmportant one fo recommend itself to Your

Excelleney’s considerntion, and I should be excecdingly obliged if by ﬂiﬂ _1'0t1_u"”f_
mail T could be placed in the position to inform Elis Tixeellency (:rm)‘mn(_}’\1 s
Mands of Your Fxcelleney’s opinion as to the feasibility of the schemo proposel

by His Excellency's Government,
© No. 404102, dated Mauritivs, the 221@'}%5{" 185):}.'
_ _Frmn«-—'f.‘lié Oflieer Administeving the Government of M_mi_;-it.ina,
Mo—TITer Britannio Majesty’s Acting Consul, Béanion,

T AvE the Tronotw to acknowledge the receipt of your. lebter of -_t‘l_‘lg’sﬁllf}.ﬂ_l: :
instant gnd hasten to inferm you that so lar from being burdened with b_l-‘ an..

gence in the Colony may [ T—

3

. léublourers for whom there is no further employment and whose presence in the
MO ouy may become,a source of disquiet to public order and a charge to the
A auutms. Treasury,” the Colony is in want of every one of ifs labourers and
13 hencfiting by the excellont lessons of quiel industry and generous sub-

mission to the inevitable which this peaceful and hardworking .asriculbur
vopulation is daily giving. ! W ;uld\?;rokag Pgriowumal

% Asthe debaies in the Council-of" “Grovernment, may  apprise you, the
Indian labourers on many est<ies have voluuntarily offered to assist their employ-
ers at the exponse of reduction in their own wages : while it will require all the
hands af the disposal of planters to prepare nexb year's crop towards which
end every effort is now directed, o |

- 3. Thaevelore request that you will be good enough to express to the Gover-
nse of the Isl_and ol Réunion, my thanks for offering to come to the aid of this
Government in tho manner above suggosted and to inform His Excellency that
I could not sanction the departure of Indian labourers ab tho present time
when their services are so valuable and 8o necessary, '

. 4 I c‘lo not touch upon the other points of your despatch which of thom.-
selves woulld have constituted sufficient reason for my not heing at liberty to
meet the views expressed by the Government of Réunion. ‘ .

e r——

Dated Downing Streat, the 1st July 1892.
From g—LORD Kyursrorn, G.C.M.G., Secreta,l'y'of:State for the Colonies,
To—The Officer Administering the Goveynment of Mauritius.

T mave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No'. 239
of the 24th May, forwarding a copy of a letter pfromy Her Mg:jesty’s Acting
Consul at Réunion, and of your reply thereto, respecting the proposed en gage.
ment of Indian labourers in Mauritius for employment in Réunion ; and to-
convey to you my approval of the action taken by you in the matter,

PR v
v

Q. O Preas, Simine—No, 800 B, & A, D,e 1808160,
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