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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
REVENUE DREPARTMENT,

Rpap—the following Proceeflings of the Board of Revenue ( Revenue Séttlem‘ent,.
- Land Records and Agriculture), dated 26th J uly 1892, No, 586 :—

.

M=x. Croasroun,

Read—the following letter from W. DUMERGUE, Isq., Acting Colleotor of
Cuddapah, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement
and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated -
16th July 1892, Ref. on Current No, 8531 1— §

In reference to Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No, 4038, deted 20th May 1892, 1 have o
the honour to state that the guestion of increased mortality during themonths of J anuary, o
February and March last was referved to the Sub-Collector and the Head-quarter g
- Deputy Collector for personal investigation and report as to the true causes of deaths o
in thetr divisions. ' The Sub-Collector was algo furnished with a. list of villuges in éach
of which there were five and more than five deaths in it,  The Sub-Collestor roports
that not a single-death occurred from starvation and that the cause for the inereased
mortality was due to the prevalence of fever of a bad type aggravated by bad weather
in the Pilér division from the keginning of 1891. The report. being very intéresting
and exhaustive and- having been drawn up carefully after personal inquiry by the
_Sub-Collector, I beg to forward a copy of the same for Board’s ‘perusal.  The
appendix A referred to by the Sub-Collector in the report being a voluminous one i
sent in original, which I beg may be returned when no longer required, _
-2 With regard to the increased number of deaths in the Cuddapah talik during . R
the month of April last, the General Charge Deputy Collector states that the slight - o
increase of deaths was due to improved registration in the villages.of his division, =~ - L
8. Under the above circumstances I beg to state that mo undue Pproportion of
deaths among the poorer olasses oceurred for want of food, The averages quoted in
the statements for Janunary, February and March under reference have been correctly
prepared in this office and the morbuary returns concerned in the averages and in the .
figures | refer to the same population., -

R N CORE e
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1 Excrosure No. 1. ' : L

" From J. N. ATKINBON, an;, Sub-Colleeter of Cuddapah, to- the Collector of ‘CIuddn.pz‘mh‘,
: L - dated July 1892, T : -

T havo the honour to submit the report enlled for in your .referonce on current No, 8531, - 7
dated Ist June 1892, communicatin g memorandum, Mis, No, 4638, dated 20th May, from the
Commissioner of Revenuoe Settlement, Land Records and Agrioulture. : L
- _ 2. The Commissioner drawing attention to the large mortality in the Vayalphd taluk during

January, IPebruary and March 1892, asks that it should be agcertained— - . . "

(1) Whether any undue proportion of the deaths cécurred among the poorer classes,
(2) Whether the dases of death were normal or special, o _ _
(3) Whether the averages quoted by him have heen sorrectly propared and whether the
~mortuary vefurns concerned in'the averages and in the figures for 189¢ refor to tho same.
population, . ' o DRI o
- 8. The last question I leave you to answer, as the averages are prepared in your offics.
4. You have given n list of 27 villagos wherein in one month or the othier the desthy from : S
fevor oxcesd 5. I take it that my inquiry is to be limited to these 27 villages, * T .
6. In tho first plece it is worthy of notice that, will the. exception of 5 villages, viz., Viyal RS
:phd, Pattegadn, Gundloor, Gangapuram and 'Usakeravupalle, every ono of these villages i in the N
‘Pilér division, whero, as the Commissioner is aware, the seacon, though for' from heing genorally T
- & good one, was certainly not disastrous, - 8till more yemarkable is the foot-thnt the two or thrge .. SR
P viﬁuges in the Pilér division that had a fair, if-uot good, -senson are inolided in the list, In : '
Pilér, Rogollu, Doddepelly, the rains wore, copious, all tanks received. full supply, and both wet -
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and dry ovops afforded amplo employment for labouvers and yielded n very fair outturn. The

samo 18 true in a slightly lesser degreo of Gudarenupally, Motumallala, Mudupulavemula,

Peddamallals, Jaundla, Vepulabyle, Rompicherla and others, '

8. 'I'heso donths have beon aseribed by the Hegistering officers to fover and I may add that
my attontion hns bosn continually drown to the universal prevalonce of a fover of a bad type in
the Pilér division from thoe beginning of 1891 o

7. On 11th Janvary 1891 the Depuly Twhsildar of 11lér writing from Bommayagaripally,
n village surrounded by various villages named in your lisk, says: * People are very se\ferely
attacked with fover.” "On 19th January 1801 he makes a similar remark of _l?lle_ir 1t§elt.
Trom 1st August onwiirds there is senveely & day noted in the quenue Ins]geetor’s diaries w1t}.1-
out a reference to the sevore fever provalent in evory village visited. During my own tours in
the Pilér division and in thoe vontral parts of the Véyalpdd taluk during August and September
1891, T hiad noticed the same thing everywhere. O tho villages named in yonr,h.st, 1 hnd-‘i'oun!l,
a bad type of fover extensively prevalent in: Chinnagottigal, Puttegada, Krrovaripolem, Chatta.
vavipolom, Chittecherln, Motumallala, Peddamallala, Vepulabyle und Rompicherla, 1 men-
tioned tho fach in several of my soason roports at tho fime. _

. 8. Laoking to these fuats therofore there was, I submit, every reason on ¢ priori grounds to
antioipnte during 189192 o high death-rate in the Pilér division and u death-rate due not to
starvation or anything appronching it, bub.to fever, probably aggravated in type, as usually
happens by unseasonable weather, - : = :

0, All that I have said above applies mutalis mutandis to the five villagos of Véyalpdd,
Pattegnds, Gundlonr, Gangapuram and: Tsakeravupalle. Though thiese are in an affected tract,
it hardly ever attained the seriously affacted denomination. In Viyalpdd theru have been ample
means of employmont on the railway and elsowhere. The ordinary wage for the day Jabourer has
in the villnge romained steady ot 4 annss.  Pattegada isa Il)oor villnge, situated hl%‘]h among
barren hills, but the railwey rons within 3 miles, where employment could generally be got, up
to, nk any rate, the beginning of the current, year, Gundloor and Isakeravupalle are compara-
tivaly speaking rieli villages lying on the banks of the Bahuda river and even in the last dis-

. astrous yenr they grew considerable extent of wet orops. Gungapuram is a poor village near to
Gundleor. In the latier there has been a rolief work open for thres months past, a fink work
it i frme, given on corniract to n ryot, and therefore in my opinion no great test of distress.’
However that may be, the numbezs resorting to the work have never exceeded 50 or there~
abouts, and when I inspected the coolies lately they wore every one strong und hesrty. "

, 10, In every onc of the abave five villnges thero has been ahundant employment to be had
in digging wolls, the wage to he earned in which wag always § to 4 annas for & man. o
LI. Howaevet, to put tho matfer as far as possible beyond the possibility of doubt, I have
cither mysolf made or causod to be made under my superinteudence inguivies info the eiroum-

- stances and cause of denth of each person who is vegistered as having died of faver in as many

of the villages as possible. The results are embodied in appendix A. attached to this report.

12, My inquirics have extended to the: 15 villiges marginally noted. Of the remaining

: . . ) 12 the rogisters in 2 are said to heve been lost;
1. Viyulphd. . : 9, M‘“‘“P“"Wm“lﬂg- 2 in 8 cages. the karnams cen give no'information

K 10, D o . o,
?i: {iﬂé‘&’?ﬁi‘"“ ' ' 12. Gﬂﬁ'}%{:ﬂ, : o as to the individaal deaths ; and in 7 the tegis-
4, Paltogada © 1Y% Gengapuram, oo 0 ters axe with tho village magistrates who have

6. Errovaripolem.. - i3, -Peddymallala, not turge 1 for i .
B. Mutmm\ﬁa\m. 14, Vepulabyle, @ turned up o d for whose wrrival 1-am

7. Talupalu, = " | 16, Maddopalla I\'['ttndhtpglly, -unwilling to detain this roport, ‘ _
8. Rungnmngasignda. ‘ o 0w ot .18, The inqguiries  have embraced 241

BRSO : . S Lt - cases, in 204 of which the ciroumstdnces of the
individual and causo of death have been givon, The figures, that is the numbers -of deaths in
- ench village, do not {ally with thosé in the statemoent appended to yonr refercnce under reply, as

I havoe taken each doath from "“fever” in éach of the {hree months, January, February, March,

_whiereas you have noted only thoso where the figires exceod five for the month,

_ 14, ‘The results of the inquiries in onch of these 241 casos are givon in the eppendix A to this
- _report, and the results are fwrther abstracted in sppendix B, W ( : L

S 16, In llie‘]attqr-l- Nave divided the oages first tnfo costes showing— .
" o1y Byahmins: o _ ' .
(2) Kowaties, Ohotlies and the tinding costes. .- - o
: (8) Kapoos Kammahs, Baligas, Gollas, likaris, tho wonving oasles, and all others
- “employed generally in agrioutture, manufnctyres and the like, = e o
ployed g ABT {the like, .

S (4) Mubammadans and Dadokulas, RS

(6) Malog-and Madigas, -~ . oy

18, Secondly, I l:ngl..vo_éndod:vom_*ed to. .d:isting_u.ish hetween: the piromhstunéés in life of each

individunl, ag— 0
o e A1) Geods G
7 (2) Modorate, R ca
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- Of course 1he wholeinterest of this classifiention contros rownd "the last, the “ bad* class,
and everything depends on whether T have classified the cases corrcolly — ‘Iho classification.
has beon madeentirely by myself. T havo endeavoured to be absolutoly fair. Generally speaking
among the “bad,” I have pleced all beggars, of course; 'l those living solely by daily labour,
and oll those who, though possessed of a sorap of land, cannot depend on it apart from
daily labour lor themr maintenance. As specimens-of cases classed undor “ bad,” I.quote No. 2~
of Mudupulavemula, a Kwmara ohildless widow, of whom it is said * ghe was selling arvack €1l
her denth and she was" living with the second wife of her husbend, The second wife used to do
cooly work and fced the old woman.” : o : ‘

“Number 6 of Iirravaripolem, o Mala widow, aged -30, of whom it is said was doing saoly
waork and was getling 1§ anves per diom. ~ She was getiing enough cooly work till her death in
the ficlds and at wells dug under Land Improvement Lioans Act.

Number 7 of Maddepattavandlapally, a Mala widow, of 60 years, “no sons,” was doing
cooly work, thereby getting 1§ anmas every day. She got continuous employment. Her relin
tions also were helping her. Number 11 of the samo vilinge, a Modiga man, aged 25, who  was .
d({linhg ((:{)01){ ,1\;01'1{, and getting thereby about 2 annss every day; he Lad stondy employmont
till his death.’ : B : '

17. If it be conceded that I have classified the onses fairly, then there wers only 27 in bad
ciroumstances as against 117 in moderately and 60 in good ocircumstances. It is out of the
question to suggest that any one of these latter died of starvation.. It would be an absurd and
indefensible proposition to nssert, not only without evidence but in the face of all the evidenca,

that the 27 in poor ciroumstances died of any cause.other than that assigned.

18, Lastly, I have endeavoured to classify the deaths either as—
© (1) Not due to starvation, P - '
(2) Due to starvvation. :
(8) Doubtful,

T find not the remotest ground for inforring or suggesting that starvation was the ocnuse of
death in 198 enses. Thers is not a single pase ~which L can with any degree of vertuinty asalgn
to starvation,” In six oases’only I have thought that there wasa possibility for the most captious
to entertain doubts.  'l'ho oiroumstances of eaoh of these oases are noted in the romark column
of‘appendix B. "I fancy that @ perusal of these remarks +will convince most poople that my
doubts were unnecessary, o : : o S

19 In paragraph 6 of Resolution No. 420, dated 13th June 1892, reviewing the fort.
nightly narrative of the sub-division for the period ending 31st May, the Commissioner has
roquosted you “ to ascertuin if possible, whether there is an abnormally higl' mortality in this
(Vayalpdd) toluk or whethor there is renson to suppose that there has boen eny improvement in

Lt
- 20, My own Impression is that there may have been some improvement in rogistyation,.
B, ' ~ .. hut not enough to account for the laige increaso
Al 1801 o : Bllgrlt)hé- in the mortuary figures. "The births show no
Pt T L -« -gorresponding inerense. JIndead there has heen

May 0 e .. Lo L, g N ]

Jund . e ey e 202 2 falling off since the beginning of the year

J{Ii.l]g“né' P e e ggfli as the mm:ginul figures will. show, "he couso

September . .. . .. 0 ..33 . of the high death-rate is that the Pilér

October  ,, . " .. .. e e 278 division, in which the inorease is most marked,
= November 5y 1 Lo T T 268 is always unhealthy, beihg hemmed in on two

Decombar |, -, e Ve w4243 -

it in all diveclions, whilo last yeor the vory
- unsensonableness of the weather, tha parehing

Tamunvy 1862 L . o LT Mgy sides by jungle-clad hills, with many minor
TFebrUATY: 4 wel v oae e e 4w . 213 groups and ranges of hills eutting and orossing
CMaroh Ly S T TP ¥ (Y ,

. Number of putients treated in |- Nuinhor winds through July, Angust and Scptember,
S Pl dispensary, - tonfiored from  tollowed by tho excessive rainfull of %otﬁbbr,“
Treon | om l “fovar” T wero c_c;r‘tgmiu to incragse overy unhealthy condi-
. e _ _ tien. The badness of the climate iz ubtarious
Apit . ., .. .| . st | .0 o tothose whodwallin the weighbourhood. The
My e e s oA (88 labe Tahsildar of Vayalpfd told me onco  that
gﬁ?;,’ ALY B jgg : gg © hemever went to Pilér: without falling sick.
August s S L L o982 |- 11 T'wo Deputy Tabsildars sinee I joined the
-.gzit)t%gxrbfsr Lo B+ 5 I o division Linve huen debilitated by the elimate,
Novembor . 1 560 gy Jdhose of .the Railwny Engineers staiioned at .
Dacernber .. ., * .| 410 [ .20 Rilér were prosteated-one affer the othor; qne ..
Jm-l‘ﬁ-”y '1.802, ' . s | . {)f- them dyiq within o ~n;‘or}ﬂ1 1’0r ’ tw‘p of
Fabreuary ., . S : a 376 | 139 ”‘ng {'h-ﬁ pinee, ‘ih? cha':lw Yung Sﬂlm'y.
o - Mareh i, .aeve .of o0 410 oo 218 - results’ school -of Rompicherln lost half of its
Coapil oL L as 821 . pupils last: cold woather on ' account of. the
: Hel o 6573 — o0 Beourge. of fover. - Tinally the' statistios of

. -attendance at the Pilér dispensary toll the same
story, I give thom in the margin/ - o
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beda 5338358 EREETY Lﬁ-&«g% Lesolution—dated 26th July 1892, No, 5386,
'-ﬁ - a ' Drﬂ?ﬂ 'H."g'h ' q.q% a8 st ’ E ! » * ) * . ) ' L] ' .
gf FE HRE.Te 4 E.Pg B e gga Mr. Atkinson’s interesting report on the increased mortality in Vayalpdd will be
43 Q - - - . : ] . . 2
- 'a§ g5 E B g-ggg'g EigRtg 'Ky . submitted for the information of (Yovernment. - :
3 - - ] R ] - sl > ) y " »
: 1P “Egé Ang’” BE ?},’E'ﬁ, ¥ 2. Bver since July last, the number of deaths reported in Vdyalpsd has been in
S g"é ng é{g gde mﬁ"s%’-gﬂ% el excess of the average, and Mr. Atkingon shows—
. o o aa'd 28 W - ' ) . ' ' ‘ ' .
E: 855 5 mgpER  gd5. P58 oF gﬂ 1) that the excess iz due to fever and to fever only, and was not due to want ;
o 84 '8 a4, 355_{’ o 8.5 8% 948 @ , . )3 - .
g 508 SE8F8 5 8 Te §%gA (2) that the fever was most severe in, and was mainly confined to, the villages
A o B3 EEE% ¥349 '8 5@3%% FEEE never seriously affected ;
3 8 F 5t i E’g E Bor gn%ﬁ---:%ﬁ 2 gﬁé (3) that the inerease is correotly reported and not due to improved regis-
fighE - 958zwgad wdg & of o™ 1 tration, '
§8443  L4EEfESH 23585 gunid ' _ _ _ "
- al 1 A statement is appended showing that, during the whole of the 15 months
O = = g : ending in March last, the birth-rate was lower than usual, and especially so during the
[V e o e s |, 9 first six and the last three months of the period, and that the births reported in the
S o ¥ B ‘ 1 b last three months of the period were only six less than the number in the corresponding
months of 1891. : :
- o ~ L] ! .
o e s : : j (True Copies and Extract.)
E TUFAnOCT Pririag e = T ? -
" - : o ‘ ‘ : - (Bigned) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,
g moyuarmig | iy I e 1 : : | | Secretary,
o . To the Seorstary to Government, Revenue Department. '
. PR & B o et e o @ . s#  Collector of Cuddapah, with enclosure returned.
wopmares x| 7 Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner.
i ol y we =« il = .
"uaseNu} : : s . APP ENDIX. S
P T Srarruent showing the number of births and deaths reported in Véyelpid from January 1891
. 8 WA e oo - o ‘ N kI ' : ' to March 1892 as compared with the average. o
Eé . % . emmmome | Nmew - e - E ot Number of deatha, Number of birtha.
] g opmopepl | . . —
a8 . ‘ o . _ Sy _ . Average, 1881, Averaga, 1801,
é § R - e 2 ' s - — N
"pooy g E H : . .
¥ ‘ , T ‘ Juruary  186) .. .. .. 181 172 249 220
— . o = |- ‘ February , . ve e 14u - 139 208 176
) _ ‘ o e - . L & o March " Cen . - 6t |- 127 217 © 166
' : : e ST B Juno " o 137 128 233 202
‘ T o D T L L ‘ e | N \kl]y Lo . e ‘e igg 160 281 266
| wsrpurg tsap S E X - o D R | Bopomber L w0 | b 501 295
. : : : — . Ootober . e . 176 245 301 276
v R — a - . D] w . - T Novombor ,, . o e 187 302 262 | 266
"FMAIPIT o . e e _' . v . b o . . . ) s . DGGBthl' 1 o ‘e LC 108 418 248 . 243
ypowmpuygf -t ot b ! S o : : . . : A i e
g s | ' S S—— . ‘ . P ' C Total 1,018 2,480 | - 3,160 2,145
O 1 soqugme | ABTSRES tges e e e SR L o S T
© ] ey fsnduyp PR o _ \ _ : ‘ o o ‘ : C o 188 . : 1.892. _
- — : . - : - January 1892 v e 181 343 249 187
- - - L] . L] . @ i . - ) . B . )
B *gI0pEag P R : . ' . s ) s . : . . - C . gl@ab;;;:ry ” ' 't ' . }g? gg? . g?g ) ?%2 .
pue . seuwoy[f . gttt ot C ‘ - ; S : C . : - " ' ' ' : [ .
¢, TR BRSNS . : S _ ' . Totel ,. |- 482 1,08 [ - on4 664
Cmupmpag ot 0 SEEE i EE R «
S g R E 3 ‘Orprr-—dated 80th Angust 1892, No. 912, Revenue,
51 o '_g'gﬁ Ek : g o ad - Mincellaneous, A Recorded. o _
! e 4803 i - e S By : s e - - - K e ’ SRR
g : '?g E,E fﬁé- & E% : % _ i:gi | ] PR _ o2, With reference to the remarks of
;."é s éé;‘*‘ g 28 a g3 Kt ‘the Sub-Collector and the Collector regarding the great mortality fronr fever in the
. Co 8
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Véayalpsd taluk, His Txcellency the Governor in Council is of opinion that steps
ghould have been taken by the Collector.of the distriot to afford medical relief to the ¥ .
inhabitants of the villages affected by the disease, by applying to the Surgeon-General -
witli the Government.of Madras for the assistance of a Hospital Assistant or two to i
itinerate with medicines and also by supplying heads of villages with suitable medicines
for distribution in the villages, Moasuresof this nature appoear to be the most suitable !
under the eiroumstances and should in future be adopted whenever serious outbreaks
of illness such as cholera, fever, &sc., ocour. The Board of Revenue will issue a
oiroular to all Collectors impressing upon them the duty of secing that timely medieal
relief ig afforded in such oases. f;
- ("True Hxtraot.) f
M

———t i} '
Lol
Secretary to Government.

R
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To the Commissioner of Rev%le Settlement, Land Records and Agrioculture, : Y
,» the Public. Department. o T '
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o Txd, 4. Moses.
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'_Inc‘reased mbrtality. )

Bonrd’s Procoedings sttbmitting roport of tha S
Colloctor of - Cuddapah on the qiostion of —in . .
the distriot during the months of J onuary, Februs .
ry ancd March 1892, vecordoed with tho romarle it
thab the Bourd uf Rovonue shonld insno & oirenloy
to all Gollootors Impressin upon thom tho dut;
-of seeing that tHmoly modienl roliof is afforded
. whenover serions outhregls of cholera, fover, de, ’
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