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No. 643-F.
|
FrOM
~sir E. C. BUCK, Kr, C.S.1,
Secretary to the Government of India,
To

Tue SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

Rev.& Agri. Depte
Forests.

Simia, the 28th Ma:ji 1892.

SIR,

I aM directed to acknowledge the receipt of the Progress Report of
Forest Administration in the Madras Presidency for the year 1890-91, as well
as the review by the Board of Revenue and the orders thereon of His Ex-
cellency the Governor in Council, forwarded with your endorsement No. 1187-A,,

dated the 12th December last.

2. The total extent of forest land under the control of Government amount-
ed to 17,823 square miles at the close of the year under review. Of this area
5,112 square miles are reserves, the addition to this class of forest during the
year having been 1,411 square miles, of which 1,374 were finally notified
under section 16 of the Act, and 37 are understood to be due to rectifications
of area. Of the areas classedas “ reserved lands,” 6,467 square mi ‘
close of the year, undergone settlement but ;mt ,tezn qnit?ﬁ:glezshar%s::vt::
while 2,562 square miles were under settlement. In furtherance of the scheme’
for meeting the requirements of the agricultural population for forest-produce,
the selection of additional areas for- reservation, estimated to amount in the
aggregate to over 5,000 square miles, was under consideration. The Government
of India observe that but little pragress has as yet been made in this direction, and
entertain some doubt whether the increase in the strength of the superior staff of
forest officers, recently sanctioned, will have the immediate effect of accelerat-
ing the work which the Madras Government seem to expect, as junior or in-
experienced officials are unsuited for such work. The remarks of the Board of
Revenue to the effect that sterility of the soil has stood in the way of forming
iarge reserves in Chingleput are. important, but would seem to require some
further explanation. ~There are doubtless zones where, chiefly for climatic
reasons, no natural forests grow, but mere sterility should not, as a rule, be held
to be a bar to the formation of reserves, or to the fostering of tree-growth, which

of itself eventually may create a more fertile soil.
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