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yet the very fact of their being here causes the prices_to be steady,—and in fact they have begutt
to fall appreciably since the beginning of the year. But the Government of India are working, a8
you know, the Fast Coast line, which I hope will be some day finished, and which when ﬁms.hed
will run right through to Calcutta from Madras, with the purpose of obviating famine in Ganjam
and Orissa; and that railway will place another portion of the Presidency, so far as human
ingenuity can do, out of reach of the dread consequences of famine. Having done so much, I do
not know that it will be wise for you to ask them to make this particular line. You must know the
Madras Government has not in itself the power of constructing any Jine, as it has not the power of
tho purse, but it is always open to the Government of Madras to represent to the Government Qf
India that, in its opinion, a certain line is desirable. I believe the line which you mf*ntmn i8
now in contemplation to be constructed by a Railway Company which will extend the line from
Kolar gold ficlds up to Nellore and so to Bezvada. I do not know what the position of that
company is, whether that will bo able to effect it or not.  But if it is successful, I have no doubt
it will bring to you what you require. I am glad to find that if the company can find its way
to make this line, this particular part of the country will benefit very much by it. You mention
among other things that press hard upon you at the present time is the management of forests 1
this particular part of the country. I have gota memorandum which T think I had better rea
to you, as it will enable you, as it has enabled me, to know the exact position of affairs—

¢ f“ (a) That tho cattle, said to die for want of fodder, may he allowed to graze in forests with-
out fees.

‘() That the tax on firewood be reduced.
“(c) That timber may be supplicd gratis to ryots for their agricnltural impl(‘mf‘nts- In

l’egard to grazing, the accompanyivg memorandum has been issued as a standing circular f(?r the
guidance of the district officers. In this, provision has heen made preseribing half the maximum

of the scigniorage rates as per margin, as grazing fees for agricultural cattle—
Per annum

per head.
R]R, A. D
Buffaloes, bulls, cows .. Ve . .o .. N g 3 g

Bullocks and calves .. .o

“ Non-agricultural cattle will, under these instructions, he allowed to graze when the rr'qmrf‘-l
ments of the agricultural cattle have been satisfied, and full fees have been pro]'»osml to be chargec
in their caso. These instructions have not heen brought into foree this year owing to the unfavor-
able character of the season, and, as usual, only half the fees have been Jovied this yoar 15
respect of // cattle last year when the distress was begun to b folt keen, i.r., about June, A{'gtl-lb '
Freo permits were, on the application of the Jivisional officers, issued to 'l‘ahsll"la'rs for distr )l\l 102
to deserving ryots, and about 20 permits fell to the share of Palmanér. This year the seaso
has not yot taken such a turn as to necossitate the throwing open of the forests for free grf:mléﬁé
Already therc are symptoms of a favorable sonth-west monsoon which, it is. hopod. will obviate on
necessity for adopting such a course. The next prayer of the memoriulists is that tho tax
firewood bo reduced. The fees chargable for firewood are as shown below :—

Green wood. Dead wood.

R8. A. P. RS. A. P-
Cart load .o .. .o .. .o 1 4 0 0 9 (())
Bullock load .. .. .. .. . .. 040 0 1 s
Ass load .. .. .. .. v c 2 0 00 5
Head load .. .. . .. oo 010 090

‘ . ial vear, one worked
“There were four coupes under felling up to the end of the last ofﬁcmllgt Oy contrac-

departmentally at a distance of five miles to the south of Palmanér, and three let £ about
tors under the coupe system of felling, one of these latter being situated at & distance Od to sell
four miles to the north-east of Palmanér. The contractors in all the cowpes were '}1)31”} r right
to ryots at rates not exceeding the seigniorage rates quoted above and to be responsib! te Od'ao%n ¢
felling of the wood. To take the conpes that have been worked nearer the Cusba und;1 ? am];th of
villages which the memorialists represent, there is the Musalimadugu reserve to t { Sd ¢ the
Palmanér, where departmental fellin is carried on and firewood sold at Re. 1 a Cmg Oﬂ']es) an
coupe. It is, however, said that p(‘-op%e do not resort to this owing to the distance (0f ng’lalmunél"‘
difficulty in carting the wood. The contractor of the Mehnoi coupe to the north 9 ermits at
says that only the sugarcane-growing ryots have purchased wood from his coupe 11 I;rimpnf“l .
rates ranging between 5 annas and Rs. 1-1-0 a cart load, that he has also opened an 9‘3 from the
depét at Palmanér for the henefit of the local public, but that thero was no 0mi:“make retail
people in general for domestic consumption a8 the contractor did not ".nd C(-)u‘]d I;O he -
sales in quantitics less than a cart load. The contractor adds that with difficulty d
able to scll about 25 cart loads here at Palmanér at Rs. 1-14-0 or Re. the Koravers who
{:u'rposos of cremation. The chief suppliers of fuel to the Palmanér public arc t 6;1 1tiam forests
ring firewood on asses exclusively from the Punganir zemindari and Bangart 2O
within four miles distance. The seigniorage rates charged in these forests are CONIL 7

L . ly profer to
and supervision over them must necessarily be so much so that these Koravers natgrﬁl y P
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transferred to the jurisdiction of Chingleput district. Hence a necessity arises for certain
changes in cotinedtion with the jurisdiction of Courts in this district. Under these circumstances,
Palmanér would be the central position for the jurisdiction of a Uourt in the organisation, We
therefore earnestly pray Your Excellency that the Munsif’s Court may be permanently located
at Palmanér, as it was once, for a long time. ~ '

We now beg respectfully to represent that we have asked only for four things and hope that
they are not too extravagant to meet with Your Excelleney’s favorable consideration ; and we
ask them ¢ For every one that asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh, it shall be opened ” as the Scripture says.—Palmanér, 16th May 1892,

His Excellency’s Reply.

GextLEMEN,—L beg fo thank you very much for the kind words of welcome that you have
received me with on my visit to this, your town, im my tour in this part of the country; and
in the first place say to you how grateful I am as representing on the present occasion’ Her
Maujesty the Queen- Kmpress for the kind wors of condolence which you offered for her, on the
oceasion of the deep loss sustained by Her Majesty and the whole Royal Family of Eng’laud in
the death of the Duke of Clarence and Avondale. I am glad to find in this part of the countr
there is no sign of immediate scarcity or distress, and it has not been found necessary to d{;
what we have done in other places —opening relief works for those who are not able to carr
themselves through the present times and gain their livelihood during this particular period OJE
scarcily and pressure. Your neighbours at Punganar are not so well off as yourselves, and there
are at present scme 1,200 persons employed on the Government relief works. I have had the
opportunity of inspecting them, and Iam- glad to be able to find that almost all are in good
condition ; and I have no reason to douwbt that the works we have opened will enable them to get
through the few weeks with ecase and without ditHeulty until the south-west monsoon wilt
remove their ansiety in this part of the country.

You allude to the exertions which your Collector, Mr. LeFanu, has always tuken in meet-
ing all your reasonable requirements and your wishes. I am glad to hear from you, you find
in him a sympathetic friend who is always ready as much as he ean not only to relieve the
distress but to enable those who are willing to help themselves, to be able to work for their live-
Jihood, by advice and a.gsistauce, and to do all that he possibly can to promote the welfare of this
particular part of the district. You say {here are certain points where his unaided powers will
not enable him to give you all that you wish. You take the opportunity of my being here and

7 press those particular points, hoping that I may_be able to grant them to you. 1 find the first
one you mention is the question of the canal, which you say will fill 127 tanks, and which it
will be found possible to be put into execution, for the relief of your anxiety on the score of the
goanty supply of water, on account of the rain being short. ‘Lhere is mo doubt whatever these
gorts of works are of enormous benefit when they can be executed, because you are no longer
dependent on the rainfall, which is precarious in this part of India. You naturally 1ookgto
works of this kind to relieve you from anxiety in occasional times of distress. At the same time
1 must point out that another good form which will obviate deficiencies of rainfall is found in the
construction and in the extension of the system of wells. I only hope it may be found possible in
this part of the country to do what we are ding in other parts, namely, wherever possible to make
the ryots take advantage of this system, and let them come forward and ask Gevernment to assist
them with loans, which we find in other parts, are taken in great numbers by the people, thereb
securing themselves against future scarcity or distress. Now, as regards this pal'ticula’.r eana.ly
1 have not been able to ascertain very clearly from the records in the Collector’s office what has been
the actual position of affairs. Assuming that all that you have said is correct, there is no doubt
that whatever may have gone before, the canal has not been constructed I do mot know myself
what the aetual reasons are that prevented this work from being ecarried out, but I will ytake
immediate steps to ascertain the exact position of affairs. If it is found feasible, on investigation
and that the scheme 1s one which the Government might, with safety, carry out at a reas%)né.bl;
cost, I do not think we shall be long before we accomplish the work. You should understand that
the Government cannot undertakq it unti]l we ascertain the actual position of affairs. You meg-
tion the fact of the Telegraph which is extended to your place being found extremely useful

" ;a Lo slon [hit I helieve myself such a work as this is of enormous advantage to the people amongst whom it goes;

and I hope it may be foand to be & permanent institution. You then ask about a Railway

)1 doww R ﬂ/ Fhere is no doubt, as you say, Railways are of great benefit to the places where they go ; but as

regards your line, I am afraid at the present moment I cannot give you much encour
"I'he Government of India, as you are aware, has been at great expense, and laid outz,lg:,n?;;

ik, futnuniit Tudarge sumn in extending railways over the worst parts of the Presidency. The last one is that

which was actually opened between Villupuram and Guntakal, and that with the Bellary-Kistna

o Uit 4/;/ line has gone right through the worst parts of the Madras Presidency. I am sure that on the

Wikes ;,",M’Io
S /Mﬁw

resent ocecasion it has done more than any other work, to alleviate scarcity, whi i
gfesent. There is no doubt whatever that the steadying of prices and the);,a ot ﬁi‘y Eiit;san?):
run up to any exaggerated extent, is entirely owing to the presence of railways here, becau
though we find up till now no very large importations of grain have taken place on this railwa;e
’
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.E:xeellency to these parts, as the representative of Her Majosty, our.we
. $mpress of India. Being loyal and grateful for the hundreds of benefits in va
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thedf ov};lm to enable the ryots to carry manure without octroi duties, the Governor said that ryots
used t ? r}tl)ads as much as others, and it was only fair that they should pay for. the use they
;na._ e % e roads. As regards the Pariah questisn, the Governor said that he was glad that the
ong-neglected clags were beginning to receive attention at the hands of their moro eultared

brethren. Any scheme that might be started to ameliorate their lot would have his:sympathy

and encouragemont e was glad also that the Muhammadan community were understanding

filxlg \Irlz:)ltue of :d}ucatmn and bestirring themselves to compete with their Ifindu brethren.
G mo exer tl;emselves and compete properly with them, they would be left behind in the roll..
bad hen concluderl by returning thanks to the people of Madanapalle for the
1ad given them, and wished thewm a happier and a more prosperous season.

His Ercellency's specch at Distribution of Prizes of Amevican Mission School, Punganir.

) GEN’II..EMEN,—I am sure you all here who are interested in this school must have listened
with great interest to the report that las just been read by the headmaster. 1t tells of a year
of a good many anxieties and of & good many {roubles such as naturally befall any inst}tutlop
which attempts to raise itself above the standard of ordinary elementary education in this
country, and to soar into bigher and more elevated regions. Your school has just become &
High school, and I am glad to hear from the repert that in this particular school you passed no
less than four at the last Matriculation examipation, — & condition of affairs which I think, I must
say, cannot but reflect credit on those concerned in its management. I must also say in passing
that this is the second school of whirh I have had the opportunity of visiting and distributing prizes
since I have arrived in this part of the country, both under the management of Mr. Chamberlain,
and that I cannot help being struck at the admirable manner in which he and those who
are working with him are carrying on this extremely good work ; and I think he really deserves
our best congratulations on the results e has been able to show. On arriving here, Tam also
pleased to note the great interest taken in the cause of education by your chiet nobleman in this
ﬁart of the country, the Zemindar of Punganir, and to find that here he not only ]“.sis’t}?e";z::

e

berally by giving a large grant to the school but also does more by the example W °
d here (applause). I mus
hair as President of the

ate them very muc
do

by s.endmg pxs own sons to take part in the education which is imparte
eay it has given me special satisfaction this afternoon, sitting iu this ¢
meeting, to _have given prizes to two of his sons (applause), and I congratul 1
on the position which they have occupiet in this school, 1 am glad to notice this, beeause :
not think it can be too suficiently impressed upon all those in thns past of the country what gred

Zomindar fully ﬂ[']'recmmg the

advantages ati i dth it . :
ges good education brings with it; and I am sure the by o those

advantages he can get here, and I trust that his good example will not be th!:OWl) a Sivery-
who are lower in station than he himself and who occupy different positions in sooxety.ﬁ' ds‘ho}:"
1

es in this country, and

body is aware of the enormous advantages which education giv . an
ake up unless you receive 80

impossible it is to get on in any of the professions you may t

education. It is a matter of coigmtulutig; to unote ihe nat\fre of education imparted here ;}i}ﬂ
it is especially gratifying to me on comiug here to find this good work going on and ﬂourlslllﬁg
88 it appears to be under the present system and under the present management. I beg tot 1111 :
you, Sir, for the kind maunner in which you have referred to me in the report, and I oan only

say that I shall have much satisfaction and pleasure in putting down my mj?jflsw.

_ which T have had the pleasure to distribute as prizes. (Loud applause ) =14k

Address of the Inhabitants of Palmanér Town.

ts of Palmanér Town and n
easure in welcoming }
11-beloved Queen, the

rioua forms whie
hat the
: b3

May 1T PLEASE Your ExcrLLExcy,—~We, the inhabitan Your

bouring places, beg to inform Your Excellency that we feel a great pl

we assure Your kxcellency t

we have been enjoying during Ier Maj ' T v
. R sty's peaceful reign,
_ recent calamity in the household of I]I(ebr )M[ll}psty \vhivhg presses so heavily on Her MaJestz' 3
. fieart has rendered our hearts equally doleful, as if it were our own.
this visit; for e

'g beniign

To Your Excellency we owe our hearty thanks for honoring us with
to the

feel,.co_nﬁdéx_lt from what we have heard gnd from what we have seen of Your Excellency
administration, that this visit of Your Excellency will be productive of many good resu ts
distressed milliovs. We are glad to inform Your Excellency that during the able &

of our popular Collector W. J. H. LeFanu, Esq., ».a. and Barrister-at-Law, we havzulx?g‘)"o

" nothing that we could obtaiu from him. e has diffused love instead of dread among e pen
, population. He has been always ready to hear the complaints of his ryots an’dhhiet rlnay o
c

things wli

equally prompt in lending help to the distressed. Yet there are many S our Excollency:

in his power to grant, but which we ghould hope te obtain at the han

If they -

reception they

a the books .

ol gh- .

dminist‘r&tlﬂn ,

+

)

N

" on account of the then existing war.

* : 19

. The readiness with which Your Fxcellency h i
PP Al l,:;u::e ency has always held out the helping hand to the
al oy B e o fnhegd(:l? ain our grievances and has 1gsp1redru§ with a hope that-.

! 'We regret to say that we are entirel ' ici )
¢ irely at the mercy of the eapricious monsdons, and that all
:231?\?11(8 i our taluk are purely rainfed. Therefore the anxié)ty which a Iit(éle"de]ay in the
durix; ;}azses to w xyot can be easily imagined. The distress which the deficiency of rain
due }gf ast monsoon has caused is manifold and great. The tanks have been dry and cattle
hich form the only property of a ryot in India, have been deprived of water and fodder And
we. regret. to say that the rigid rules of the Forest Department have only tended, at least at
p.xsesent season, to consummate these difficulties of our poor ryot population. A glam;e on either
% e of the road over the tank bunds over which Your Excellency has now to pass will-convince
our Excellency of the truth of what has just been said. -

To obviate the difficulties arising from the uncertainty of monsoon:

GoYernmen!: and the public to solvgc; and attempts werg once made ?;ohigllggel:h?sp;:c?}ﬁ;lnfg
?8()6 and 1867 and again in 1883, during the presidency of Sir Mountstuart Grant Duff, when
Jt was proposed to lead a canal from the Kowndinniya river through the Punjani tank after the-
,consiiructlon of its bund, in Pungantr zemindari, scvent miles from this place, to several t;mks On

he first occasion, that is in 1866 and 1867, a few thousand rupees were spe’nt in finding out the

evel and course of the {)roposed canal, the vestiges of which still remain in the town of Palmanér
}o be seen even now. 1t was then found that it was feasible to lead a canal along the line then
surveyed by the lingincering 1)epartment, and the oll Pymash Records also would show that the
,ﬂ'atel,"of the Punjani tank was once irrigating the lands of some neighbouring villages of lal--
Jnanér taluk as now prayed for. But the works were then stopped, as we learn, in the interests
Df the Zemindar of Pungantr, within whose zemindari tract the proposed canal commences.
. )n the sceond oceasion when His tixcellency Sir Mountstuart Grant Duff honoured this place
with a visit in 1883, the same proposal was again moved. And His Excellency then replied
that orders would be issucd for the preparation of estimates for the construction of the proposed

canal ; and the then Collector of the district, Mr. Stokes, reinvestigated into the matter and.

< N
 reported to the Government that the canal would furnish 127 tanks with water, thereby increas-
ying the revenue of this tal

. N
, construction of a canal was very

uk between 35 and 40 thousands of rupees for a year and that the
essential for the good of this taluk; but that the works could
if, at that time, Government could not afford to spare funds
Lands belonging to the zemindari in the vicinity of the
tank are in such a high level that the water from the tank cannot be. utilized for the imrigation
of these lunds. We respeetfully beg to say that any objection on the part of the Zemindar on the
score of any loss can be met with by a compensation by way of deduction in his peyshkist, which:
can be made good from the increase of the tn!uk revenue. We helieve that this question of
compensation was already put before the Zen_nm_l‘dr by Mr. Stokes, the then Collector, and that
the former might have given his consent. If this project were carried into effect, the people
would have been relieved of anxiety on the score of tantalising monsoons ; many dry cultivation
grounds would be converted into wef cultivation grounds and many waste lands would be fit for
cultivation and it would fetch far greater amount of revenue to Government, and the people
would have been much happier. But the evil star which was _how:ering over the population of
these parts has not allowed the project, which was partially carried into effect, to be completed.

We therefore earnestly pray Your Escellency that this request of ours for the construction.
of a canal be granted, and thus a boon be conferred),on us. We respectfully beg to propose that
the canal may be named * Lord Wenlock’s Canal.”  We also earnestly pray that the rigidity -
of the Forest Rules be relaxed a little so that the cattle which die for want of fodder may be -

free of taxation, that the tax on the firewcod be reduced, and that -

allowed to graze in forests, / h ¢
timber be supplied gratis to ryots for their agricultural implements, &e.

We are happy to say that we
the means of communication, name

be postponed to a convenient future,

are now enjoying one of those boons which extremely facilitate -
ly, the telegraphic line ; and we feel deeply thankful to Yoar -
¥ xcellency for this extension of telegraphic line t0 this place. We also pray that the Railway
communication be extended to these parts whioh \}’OU}(l Increase the facilities of trade. - We have
yet some hope that there are no obstacles for bringing railway through Palmanér, for it was
found feasible that a line can run from Chittoor to Kolar road vie Palmanér. We now pray
that this our proposal might be fulfilled, by the extensiou of rail through this place, hitherto a

secluded one.

~ We have one more request to meke to which we hope that Your Excellency will deign to -
lend an attentive ear. The Munsif’s Court was permanently stationed in this place till 1884,
On the representation of Chittoor people, tbis Court was removed from Palmanér to Chittour, to
the great inconvenience of the people of these parts. ()p the representation and importunities of
the people of these parts at a subsequent date sanction was accorded by His Kxcellency Sir
Mountstuart Grant Duff, for the Court of Chittoor, to hold a sitting of 10 days every 2 mouths
in Palmanér. Railway communication having 1now bee.m established between. Vellore “ami
Chittoor, the people of Chittoor can experience no neonveni-nce in case the Court of Chittodt be
retransferred to Palmanér. We also learn that Kélahasti zemindati of this disiriet has been.
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ehol o e atass £l t inform rimaden tooncy thet thistown hasa Mubammadun Primary
i 3 lammadan boys an irls Thi ful institution i ine-
taived by the Local Fund Board and has been m)uking sag;isfnctoryn[s)rt:l;:e:sl. tnstitution 1s main

upkee}:lf}; ;(’{,;f;;(tieto _fein’mle educgltion we feel grateful to the American Missionaries for the

facilitios will have tohy of . L i the town. W however fecl bound to stato that greater

therefore most hllml?lyebegg{vt(i:ls:m thtet 8\{'81181013 of female education in this country ; and we
. (Sh . .

erument girls’ schools on a soundggn:l sé)cul::zu};;?e“eucy the expediency of starting a fow Gov-

I i .
very ;r,fgé]fillu ?-::)r" tx}vg once more beg to cordially welcome Your Excellency to our parts, and feel
of Al GGaod will sh(:lfe‘r”illti's‘z}h:ﬁh £ Dlessing oy 31{()"8 tous, Wo pry that the Disponser

A A 101ce8 essings upon ) W
grant Your Excellencies long life and I)rospegrit)'.l——;%()l/z():l‘(;/};{legl;;r.“) and Lady Wenlock, and

His Excellency’s reply,

Cond(ﬁcfxtlizstl‘(ﬂnth‘"glthe Dopufntmq for the lengthy address and after acknowled ing the
Governon e‘(;xig:::(lle( hilr?xstb}llt? ;Lildresi‘z 1(1_:;)1)!1}9(110!1 ‘(\i'lth fthe death of the Duke of Cla?enc%‘o, the
. e : it pleased with the words of appreciati i ic ’
th(’: aifi;:?v{éagfs:g:;e oltI eth‘(: zeal muilenergy ‘with }\\'lllich the Ilgistric:l(z)rflﬁcl:rs‘:)}f“(c}}lll(lfllxlli)nl})xe(‘)&l:keo(f
at now that they wore tl)t:()s:).t';)"d m;} urmg'lt {e ast farine the catastropho was so immense,
hoped that t1e i ’re provided with a railway and other facilities of communication, h

ury this time, in case the present distress deepened. w Lsastrons,
orss;‘ffgzdt? }lxe ru}l\V:Ly from C]li‘nuatipusumudrmu to join th(lz) ;\l(a(}l‘rz‘:smi]{(zllill)i'r{;ralteiz(:llf ﬂsf{OII(;-
e 0 ler :tutwn, asked f:or in the address, the Governor said that Provincial Goverr Oat’
bas frmlu)we}r 0 construct railways, but the power rested only with the Government flim(;'n?
what he knew of the attitude of the Government of India j i Dect, T aa i
s‘;”_')’ he could not hold out any hope to them in that directiolrll m\l‘?'tltxhls e s
llsiy:é:\)rtn tl;at ]thc'a contract labour gave tl]e cooligs very small wages, Iiis E;cellr(:)xgcar(iati?l tt}lletcotr}n-
shouid ({ p !;ml)g. the headman of a village in charge of village relief works \{na tlmtm *1'1-?
ctes o d)eba_t ministered to d(\s(.)rvmg poor, as he would be able to detect the really d so“'lL
saivl thu]t .frl‘ngl them on the relief works. _ With regard to the question of wages llisylﬂxi ‘nrvm‘g
o 11 Government gave f}l]l_ wages it would upset the labour market and (;ontinued L—O‘I‘I(I{
1877 u.tet}l’ urged that t!!e existing third-class wage is lower than that introduced in Jz.m
fop 1(; nstance of Bir Richard Temple. This, however, is incorrect. The third-class wum-y
por n- mft for b”)'?‘above 12 years of age and nursing mothers, who also get the man’s w:ges
inclu(]{a.\cebs_ot the Temple wage by } of a I’O}l“d of grain and $ of an annma. For womge’
ofa ng ;gll']s above 12 years of age, the third-class wages exceed the Temple rates ben,
the tlIJ)'Ol(llml-Of grain and th of an auna. For girls and boys between 7 and 12 years of 1{(};
n amlr -class wage excceds the Temple wage by ith of a pound of grain and }th gf
o )ersm'“' As compared with the wage introduced by the Madras Government in May1877, in
bol ° (i:;sxon (of the Temple wage, the present third-class wage for men, nursing mothers and
théy a ow‘lle 12 years 0!‘ age io equal to 1t_, when prices are at 77 seers per rupee and better when
bet\{' )arelzenrer, but is lower when prices are cheaper than that sum. In'the case of children
ot 7.;811 and 7 years, as in the case of men, the third-class wage is equal when prices are
7 fper rupee, being better “_/hen they are dearer and worse when they are cheaperp In th
Suse 0 1\7lvomen the present third-class wage is better than the highest wage given to wom :
ng the last great famine by ith of a pound of grain. It should be pointed out al ther;:
Do gang i8 limited to the third-class rates and that every gang by increased exerti n may
?l;)i: eti;rnt the second-class or even the first-class Wage, both being largely in excessu(;rfl ax.lxllay
. th'gd lt; could have been earned during the past famine. The classification of a gan i-
favolrb.le ass gang instead qf a second-class or first-clags gang has no other effect tﬁangths
jove rulde one of assuring to it a somewhat higher rate of pay for doing a third-class task th .
\Vit(l)lu get if it did only that amount when classed as a first-class or a second-class anan
oxt drggard to resting sheds, they were now prO}'}dOd on large works and they wou d g
o ended to the smaller ones too as funds nllowed:-‘luming next to the subject o};' 1 fi .
1gging wells, the Governor was pleased that they were able to speak so well oJf Mr A(:tl:r'm o
th: szin;l.tt}mt n.fter tlge present period of scarcity passed away Mr. Atkinson’s admin.istrat;g:o gf
4 bs rict during this period would be long remembered by those wells, which he hoped w
g«)oo arriers against future famines. In the matter of remissions, the local officers hn}Zi vor
Mrgr%{r;(t)];inﬁ?;(::} g:ind .he \}1:?5 sure tbhggt,dgoo(}l deserﬂ!}g cases would be properly attended It)gv{);r
T, - during his jamabandi. As regards relain
said that the protection of the forests was for the good of theg;éfp{:r e:.z;u lzsyi;g?sgpvgmor
?lr;e:‘;?dgt(l)lfu:h& ofi(;r(iits xsould }t)ﬁ Pm]ductive ofh harntl-. tAs regards the levying of the ho:xrsl:au::;e
card was the only one in the district that did no - that
:?:mmit::;y deﬂa;xds they were making on the resources of the Bonr(ti,l?fv {oabl;oz;ﬁ t?nxl;s!tn;)d §hat
jrom. trelalse unds. It wasa tax which other places than Madanapalle paid au’d the iy
gitimately to pay too. As regards the romoval of toll-gates to a sutficiently léng distagc: l;ght
rom
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overty of the ryots of these parts, considering also the fact that the majority of our population
Eave only a hand to mouth existence, we earnestly pray that Your Excellency will be graciously

pleased to reduce these rates.

No doubt it is very good to reserve fine and productive forests. There seems, however, to
be a tendency to show an increase in the acreage of reserved forest year after year, and this
causes the reserving f almost all the hills et some time or other to the great detriment an

inconvenience of the public. . -
The ryots of the town of Madanapalle and the surrounding villages are put to great incon-

venience by the reserve of Madinikonda which is the only hill near Madanapalle that has any

“fodder during the hot weather. The recent destruction of several cattle by cheetahs in that hill

to the loss and danger that may be caused to the inhabitants of the town by
We therefore pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to order this and similar

hills to be removed from the cate gory of reserved forests.

With regard to matters ¢ Medical,” we are very glad to inform Your Excellency that we
have a very useful Local Fund dispensary presided over by Mr. T. Ward, a Medical officer of no
less than thirty years’ experience and skill, whose amiable qualities have endeared him to all
classes and whose benevolent influence has done much to popularise the institution. We learn
that the funds for the supply of medicines fo the publicare insufficient to meet the wants of the
people and we therefore solicit Your Excellency to order sufficient pecuniary help being rendered
to this most deserving institution.

We hear that, at the suggestion of our Local Fund Board, the Government has authorised
the levying of house-tax in this town and also in some adjoining villages. We regret to inform
Your Excellency that the time is most inopportune for levying it, as the people do now find it a
serious problem to keep the wolf from the door. Counsidering the present state of the season, we
would earnestly pray that the levy of the house-tax be postponed till prospects improved.

‘We beg to bring to Your Excellency’s kind notice the proximity of the toll-gates to the
towns, which necessarily causes great bardship to the agricultural classes. The Government
has already noticed this tendency, but we pray that a distinet ruling be passed to the effect that
gates shall not be established within certain limits of the town.

Of all the topics which deserve our careful attention, the subject of education stands fore-
most in the ground. We regret to inform Your Excellency that our district in point of educa-
tion is one of the most backward parts of the Presidency ; and in spite of the poverty of the
people, some of the citizens have been endeavouring to the best of their power to maintain a
bigh school accessible to all the four taluks of the sub-division. The school has had no support
whatever either from the Local funds or the Provincial funds. During the last four years, that
is ever since the abolition of the only First-grade Middle school in the whole district, which was
under the direct management of the Local Fund Board, Madanapalle, the amount spent by the
Board on secondary education in the sub.division amounted to Rs. 67. Considering the
educational wants of the sub-division, this sum is exceedingly small. 'We are fully aware that
Your Excellency takesa very deep interest in educational matters and as it is important that the
school, now solely supported from fees and private subscriptions of a few philanthropic gentlemen,

should be kept up in efficient working order, we earnestly pray that Your Excellency will be
graciously pleased to render such belp as it may be in the power of the Government to do.

After four years’ struggle and toil, we have at last been able to secure but one High
‘school for the whole town ; and in a place like this, where the general public have not so far
‘advanced ip enlightenment as to appreciate and work in the cause of education, Government help
is indispensable. 'We therefore respectfully sclicit that Your Excellency will be pleased to give
‘sufficient encouragement to the present institution which is now entirely managed by a private
body composed of educated and enlightened gentlemen. -But if the school is to be permanentiy
seli-supporting and is not to depend upon the unaided individual efforts of a few of the members
of managing body, and if the school is to be maintained in an efficient working order, we beg
to submit that either the Goverpment or the Local Fund Board will have to render substantial
help and give it sufficient stability. We therefore implore that Your Kxcellency will be pleased
$o induce the Local Fund Board to maintain t.he .school fo; ever. In this connection we beg
fo add that the Local ¥und Boaxd does not maintain any High school in the whole district, and
that, therefore, it wou!d be _easy for it to undertake the upkeep of the present institution. We
frust that this suggestion will meet at Your Excellency’s hands a most sympathetic consideration.

As regards primary educa,tion, weo are happy to see that it is receiving sufficient help and
support from Your Excellency’s GOVgrnrqent. We most cordially thank Your Excellency for the
pz-bgreés that is being madg in this direction. I.t, however, bghoves us to statein this connection
that one community to which the benefits of _primary e_ducatlon ought to be extended have not,
g yot, been enabled to take 'advantage qf it. This is no other than our Pariah oommunity,
which, we are sorry to say, still remains in the background of human progress and enlighten-’

nient.
We therefore crave Your Excellency to direct steps being taken to establish schools for the

exclusive use of this most backward class,

amply testifies

Ig
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To Your Excellency we are very deeply thankful for honouring us with this visit ; for we
hope that this tour of Your lixcellency will be productive of results beneficial to the suffering
people of the sub-division. We wish we could give a more joyful welcome and a better report
of our condition on the present occasion ; but at this unfortunate moment we are in the midst
of one of those bitter experiences so common in this country at the end of every ten years or 8o,
the prevention of which has been a serious problem both for the Government and the people to
solve. We are e‘ntlrely at the mercy of the capricious, uncertain, tantalising monsoons, and the
failure of even a single harvest causes not a little anxiety and misery to our ryot population. All the
irrigation works of our parts are only rainfed, and all our food-crops eannot thrive without timely
rainfall. What is most deplorable this time is the fact that a severe famine has overtaken us before
our people have had time to recover from the effeets of the terrible famine of 187677, .which had
caused the greatest loss of life in this district and contributed largely to the desertion of whole
villages and hamlets, and which would have led to the extermination of & still greater portion of
our population had it not been for the most willing help that our benign Government, under the
presidency of His Excellency the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, had rendered and for the
most loving Qaternal care exercised by it. ‘This time also we have the satisfaction to see that th_e
Government is as ready as ever to come to our help, and one of the unmistakeable proofs of this
readiness is the visit of Your Excellency at this time of the year, when the solar heat 1s unusually
powerful, and when travelling must be most trving, intolerable and enervating. Not only this,
we are also thankful to the chief Administrative Officers, and we are glad that our Sub-Collector
and Collector have been doing their best to mitigate misery and suffering. Weare also conscious
that our authorities recoguised the existence ()frdistress here in due time, and we are also alive
to the dl'ﬁiculties of organiring proper Telief works in affected parts. Therefore, it is no small
sa.txsfaetlon to us to find that while the authoities are not to waste the tax payers’ money
withcut advantage to the country, they have not been spariug any pains to save the people from
impending starvation,

With rqgard to the effects of the Great Famine of 187617 in this distrigt, we most respect-
fully b?g to invite Your Excelleney’s kind attention to the Census figures of 1871 and of 1821
According to the Census figures of 1871 our district exhibited a population of 1,35],194,'but
in the subscquent Census we had only a population of 1,121,038, the loss being 239,156 That
the sub-division of the distriet, consisting of the four taluks of Madanapalle, Kadiri, Rdya-
chéti, and Viyalpad, must have suffered most terribly, goes without saying, for we had no railway

communication at the time and all our people lived in out-of-the-way places.

But now, under Your Excellency’s Government, we rejoice to find that the great civilizer
of mankind, the Steam-engine, has now been doing us excollent service by facilitating the
trifnsport of grain and maintaining a constant gm?n-markef. During the progress of these
railway works, many of the laboring classes had lucrative employment, and since the Cor{lple'
tion of these works, grain trade has been rapidly increasing. This we regard as one of the
greatest blessings conferred on us by the Government. We feel also deeplg{lhmlkfﬂl for the
proposed extension of the telegraphic line from Ch:nnatippasamudram  to adunupalle. But
with regard to railways, there is yet another want which we humbly beg to bring to.Your
Excellency’s notice. We have as yet had no railway line to communicate with the adjacent
parts of Mysore, which produce-very large quantities of ragi, the staple food-grain, and there-
fore it will certainly be a very great boon if a_ railway line from Chiunatippassmudram or
Kuruvalakota should pass through the towns of Madanapalle and Punganir and join the
Madras Railway line at Kolar Road Station or some other station close by, We hope there aré
not many engineering difficulties, and pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to sanction 1t8
construction at an early date, so that it may also serve as a relief work to all classes of laborers.

'_Wlth regard to the relief works, we attach the greatest importance to the pr}IIC}Plf’ of
pl‘OVId_mg lubour to the suffering people near their own homes, and also to the prmmple 0
spending money on reproductive works. There are, We believe, & very large number ©
minor irrigation works in this sub-division and they may be selected in proference to. YO"i
works. 'We understand that the impottance of this principle has already been su.fﬁmen_t}'
agpreclated by the Goverument, but what we now wish to submit for the b
of Your Excellency, is a general complaint here and there, that the rates allowed for t—ese
works are much less than the rates given in ordinary times. No doubt there 18 now 2 keer
competition among laborers, but as the coet of living is much higher at the present time, 1t 1:
e:’xrnestly hoped that the rates may mnot be curtailed in the case of works given on contracty
gince the contractors, who are in many cases the village officers, would try to reduce the wages
even‘lower than those prevailing in Government r?‘liof works ; the consequences of su?h:
curtailment wonld lead to the undesirable jnerease of numbers on works conducted under dlrect
Governmental supervision, and it will also be not strictly roasonable on the part o QoverXJmcﬂ
to expect to get their works done at a lower cost during famine than during ordinary times.
Contract labour in these cases saves the troyble of constant supervision and leaves the workme;l
ard their employers to arrange their own terms, and the Government will be, to 8 great extent
relieved of the responsibility of opening relief "Lkitchens in these places, as the workmen bemg
aid their normal or somewhat reasonable rates, can take care of themselves, their children an
also their helpless dependants, But if the cont’ract rates are reduced, the work will not oulyl, ‘E
not attractive to contractors, but the effect will also be to induce labourers to flock to relie

works in great numbers.
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With regard to relief works, the general complaint is that the wages given are very low.
‘We do not advocate the principle that the Government should spend public money extravagantly.
But what we beg to submit for the consideration of Your Excellency is, the wages paid to coolies
might at least give them their ordinary subsistence. We are aware of the numerous difficulties
of setting tasks to the people, of measuring them and apportioning wages according to these
measurements. But considering that weak women, nursing mothers, and also delicate children
have to come from long distances and are to work in the heat of the sun all day, considering
also the fact that only those who cannot find any other sort of works under private employers
come to Government relief works as the last resort to save their lives, we would earnestly bring
to Your Excellency’s notice the necessity of devising some sort of plan or system by which the
minimum wages of labourers actuully dishursed may not fall below what is indispensable for the
necessaries of life. We trust that the cases of riursing mothers, little children, and very old and

incapable persons will receive sufficient attention.

I'here-is another point which is as important as the wages of labourers. At present - there
are no resting sheds for the coolies at the works now under Government supervision, In the
case of coolies who come from great distances, and also in the case of all ordinary coolies wishing
to take rest for a few hours after their work is done, resting gheds in or near the site of work

are, we believe, absolutely necessary.

In the matter of granting loans for
Your lkxcellency that our popular Sub-C
progress in the disposal of applications.
the people would have been much worse.

digging wells, it gives us very great pleasure to inform
ollector, Mr. J. N. Atkinson, has made very creditable
Tad it not been for this circumstance, the condition of
These well works are giving employment to many
able-bodied men and women, and have done much to discourage coolies from resorting to
Government relief works in great numbers. They_ have also brought under cultivation many
lands, which it would have been impossible to cultivate at this time of the year by any other
means. But there is, as yet, one obstacle to the free extension of cultivation under wells.
The great waste of cattle power involved in raising water from deep wells has been a dis-
couraging circumstance to ryots to undertake cultivation under wells. If some kind of efficient
pumps or other appliances calculated to economise cattle power could be introdueed and their
efficacy demonstrated by Government, it will give & fresh impetus to the digging of wells on a
Jarger scale than hitherto. These appliances to be attractive must be not only cheap, but their
mechanism must be most simple. Government may also undertake to dig some wells as famine
works and use pumps or other appliances so as to convince the people of their special value. We
would also make one other suggestion respecting this subject, viz., that Government should
remit the loan advanced in all cases where the work fails from causes over which the ryot has no

control.
Nest in importance to relief works, and all manner of giving relief to famine-stricken

people, stands the question of granting remissions for lands left waste. During the last three
years the agricultural outlook has been throughout of a gloomy character ; and this year we are
*1 the midst of a famine which threatens to cause serious suffering and much alarm. If the next
monsoon should, unfortunately for us, fail, then the result would be most disastrous to the coun-
try, and would cause no small amount of anxiety and trouble to our benevolent administrators.
It will, therefore, be necessary to grant remissions on a large scale f.or lands left waste and we
would snggest that Your Excellency will be pleased to order remissions being granted on dry

lands also, of ryots who, through no fault of their own, have had to leave their lands unculti-

vated.
One exceptional feature of the present distress is the want of drinking water for men and -

This water famine i8 unprecedented. All the best wells, springs, and channels have
failed ; and unless something is done to provi'de deep v_vells for all communities in towns and
villages, the suffering will be immense. In this connection we regret very much to inform Your
Excellency that the cattle of many villages are being taken under the scorching sun to distant

lands for want of water and fodder. It would, therefore, be desirable to provide some wells for

the use of cattle and men in places where they are most needed, and this, we beg to suggest
msay be undertaken as a relief work. »

With regard to forest adrinistration, our ryots complain very bitterly of the undue severity
of the Forest Laws. We most respeotfully beg to sub_mit, for the kind consideration of Your
Excellency, that many of .the hills and jungles now const_xtuted into reserved forests are devoid of
vegetation. They c¢ontain DO forest trecs nor any timber worth preserving nor any large
quantity of fuel.” Herce the reservation of such places has been felt to be a great hardship by
the ryots. To live in the close proximity of. forest reserves has become very troublesome ; for
it is often complained that the slightest straying of cattle in or near the reserves is sure to involve
the neighbouring ryots in prosecutions under the Forest Law. In our humble opinion it is
necessary to release some of the hills and jungles that have been reserved and to place them at
the disposal of the ryots either for grazing or other purposes, and also to relax some of the

forest rules.
We may also bring to Your Excellency’s notice the high rates of seigniorage that are bein
ged for grazing cattle in reserved jungles and also for leaves. Considering the extrem%

animals.
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ﬁoverty of the ryots of these parts, considering also the fact that the majority of our population
ave only a hand to mouth existence, we earnestly pray that Your Excellency will be gra,ciously
pleased to reduce these rates.

No doubt it is very good to reserve fine and productive forests. There seems, however, to
be a tendency to show an increase in the ucreage of reserved forest year after year, and this
causes the reserving of nlmost all the Lills at some time or other to the great detriment and
inconvenience of the public.

_The ryots of the town of Madun;palle and the surrounding villages are put to great incon-
venience by thg reserve of Madinikonda which is the only hill near Madanapalle that has any
fodder dur;ng tho hot weather. The recent destruction of several cattle by cheet ahs in that hill

'amply. test.lﬁesfo the loss and danger that may be caused to the inhabitants of the town by
reserving it. We therefore pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to order this and similar
hills to be removed from the cate gory of reserved forests. ' ‘

With regard to matters “ Medical,” we nre very glad to inform Your Excellency that we
have a very nseful Local Fund dispensary presided over by Mr. T Ward, a Medical ofticer of no
less than thirty years’ experience and skill, whose amiable qualities have endenred him to all
classes and whose benevolent influence has done much to popularise the institution. We learn
that the funds for the supply of medicines to the public are insutlicient to meet the wants of the
people and we therefore solicit Your Excellency to order sufficient pecuniary help being rendered
to this most deserving institution.

We hear that, at the suggestion of our Local Fund Board, the Government has authorised
the levying of house-tax in this town and also in some adjoining villages. We regret to inform
YO}lr Excellency that the time is most inopportune for levying it, as the people do now find it &
serious problem to keep the wolf from the door. Cousidering the present state of the season, we
would earnestly pray that the levy of the house-tax be postponed till prospects improved.

We beg to bring to Your Excellency’s kind notice the proximity of the toll-gates to the
towns, which necessarily causes great bardship to the agricultuml olasses. The Government
has already noticed this tendency, but we pray that a distinct ruling be passed to the effect that
gates shall not be established within certain limits of the town.

Of all the topics which deserve our careful sttention, the subject of education stands fore-
most in the ground. 'We regret to inform Your Excellency that cur district in point of educa-
tion is one of the most backward parts of the Presidency ; and in spite of the poverty of the
E‘.’O le, some of the citizens have been endeavouring to the best of their power to maintain a

igh school acceseible to all the four taluks of the cul-division. The school has had no support
whatever either from the Local funds or the Provincial funds. During the Jast four ycars, that
is ever since the abolition of the only First-grade Middle school in the whole district, which was
under the direct management of the Local Fund Beard, Madanapalle, the amount spent by the
Board on secondary education in the sub. division amounted to Rs 67. Considering the
educational wants of the sub-division, this surm is exceedingly small. We are fully aware that
Your Excellency takes a very deep interest in educational matters and as it is important that the
gchool, now solely supported from fees and private subscriptions of a few philanthropic gentlemen:
should be kept up in cfficient working order, we earnestly pray that Your Excellency will be
graciously pleased to render such belp as it may be in the power of the Government to do.

After four years’ struggle and toil, we have at last been able to secure but one High
school for the whole town ; and in a place like this, where the general public have not so far
9d.van.ced ip enlightenment as to ajpreciate and work in the cause of education, Government hglp
is md'lspensable. ‘We therefore respectfully sclicit that Your Excellency will be pleased to give
sufficient encouragement to the present institution which is now entirely managed by s private
body composed of educated and enlightened gentlemen. .But if the school is to be permanently
gelf-supporting and is not to depend upon the unaided individual efforts of a few of the members
of managing body, and if the school is to be maintained in an eflicient working order, we be
to submit that either the Government or the Local Fund Board will have to render substantia.
help and give it sufficient stability. We therefore implore that Your kxcellency will be pleased
to induce the Local Fund Board to maintain the school for ever. In this connection we beg
fo add that the _LOCﬂl ¥und Boaid does pot maintain any High school in the whole district, and
that, therefo're, it wou!d be easy for it {o undertake the upkeep of the present institution. ¥ve
trust that this suggestion will meet at Your Excellency’s hands a most sympathetic consideration.

As regards primary education, we are to see that it is receiving sufficient help and
gupport from Your Excellency’s GO"C‘rnmen}t’.a pp‘)‘;e most cordially thank Yogr Excellency for the
gress that is being made in this direction, It, however, behoves us to state in this connection,
that one community to which the benefits of primary education ought to be extended have not,
a8 yet, been enabled to take advantage of it. This is mno other than our Parich community,
w_'huih, we are sorry to say, still remains jn the background of human progress and enlighten-
ment.

We therefore crave Your Excellency to direct steps being taken to establish schools for the
exclusive use of this most backward class,
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Among other things you mention in your address there is a suggestion that the task assigned
to each famine ccoly should be lightened. I would like to point out that the amount of labour

‘asked for from ¢~ ~h famine cooly is only one-half of the amount which is considered as an ordinary

s work by an ordinary cooly in better times ; therefore I do not think that you can very well
say that the Government is asking for a very large sacrifice of labour on the part of the cooly,
when he is only asked to do one-half of the amount of work. That task has been decided upon
after close consultation with all the authorities concerned, and after very carefully watching the
eondition of the coolies. You point out that the scarcity of water is very much felt in great
many parts. Well, I am afraid your rema.rk§ are only .too true. The Liocal Boards are
naturally entrusted with this work, and I expect, if they find in any lqcahty that the difficulty of
is beyond the means, that they will make some representations to the Collector, so that

raising water s } { . 3 to tn
Government may be informed of them to see whether the assistance required is one that may be

most legitimately asked for and most properly met on thq part of the Goverx-lment'. Th? first move
in this matter should be made by the Liocal Boards, which are entrusted with this particular duty.
o be brought forward from the Pennar river to fill the tanks not
only here but also in Singanamala, from the inf.ormatiot_x I have received up till now I gather
that this project has been condemned by the Chief Engineer, not so much on account _of the
actual difficulty of the work concerned as cf the abstraction of wglter fron} the river which is now
in Nellore, but in various other places; and if an anicut were comnstructed in
t out, these people who are now deriving water for irrigation and other
the water they now enjoy. However, 1 will
have this point looked into, and if it is found feasible to carry out this work, I will see that proper
steps are taken ; but I am afraid I cannot encourage you very much from what 1 have already
learnt on the matter. I do not know about the engineering part of the question, but shall be
able to send you a correct answer ag to what the Engineers have to say on the point.

1 think these are the different points which are brought to my .notieq, and I hope I have
been able to satisfy you in all these various matters. Government is as anxious as_you are to
coo that everything that can be done for the alleviation of the distress of the people is being done,
and any mistakes that are being made I believe we shall be able to detect. The subject is receiv- .

ing the most anxious and careful attention of Government. ‘We have various works in the various

districts which are carefully supervised and watched ; we hear everything about them every week ;
you may deper.d upon it that

and the amount of work that is done is very carefully watched, and :
if we are found in any way falling short of efforts to keep the peoplo not only alive, but in a

roper condition of health, that matter will most certainly be attended to and, if necessary, preper
alterations and modifications will be made. In conclusion, I beg to thank you very much for

the kind manner in which you have received me on this occasion, and hope that the next time
hen all the present symptoms of trouble

ijll have passed away and when I may have the pleasure of congratulating you on a more

His Excellency’s speech at distribution of prizes of the American Mission Middle School,
Madanapalle.

Lapigs ANp GeNtLEMEN,—The distribution of prizes being over, it remains for me to
express to you the very great pleasure I feel in having had an opportunity to take part on this

. interesting oceasion of the celebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the arrival of this mission

in this country. From the report just read, I see there are 56 pupils on the rolls, receiving good
and sound instruction within the walls of their school. I am particularly gratified to find that
not only is there provision made for the literary education of the children ajctending these schools,
but their mental training is also looked to. Another satisfactory feature in the management of
this particular institution is the arrangement made for im.parting.a. knowledge of technical
branches, so that it may be said that here the two kinds of instruction necessary for a boy to
acquire are going together hand-in-hand ; go that not ouly are provided opportunities here for
raising the tone and the intelligence of the pupil, but also to fit him out for higher spheres of
life. I am much pleased with the appearance of these boys, who are bright and cheerful over
their prizes. I beg once more to repeat my thanks for the honour you have done me in making

me preside on this extremely interesting occasion.—28th April 1892,

——

Address at Madanapalle High School.

MAY It PLEASE YOUR ExciLLENCY.—We, the teachers and the pupils of the Madana-
palle High School, beg most respectfully to approach Your Excellency with this our humble

weleome on the occasion of Your Excellency’s visit to our school.

We welcome Your Kixcellency first as the Chancellor of {he University that has acquired
tho raro honou of having beoo, the first to confer on duly qualified teachers the Degree of
Licentiate in Teaching, which has tended to raise the dignity of the hitherto neglected, and
at the same time holy,

profession of Teaching.
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matter of huge national importance that their forests should be preserved. By such preservation

of the forests, which were their great property, he looked forward to the day when fuel and.

fodder might be supplied very cheap, and a large income might be derived, so that a large pro-
n of taxation which pressed heavily on the people might be abolished. Therefore they
must not press the Government to throw away that great prize which was before them, though
he thought it was quite right that they should call the attention of Government and Collectors
whenever they thought that the Forest Laws were worked with rigour. He was sure that Mr.
Arundel would be only too anxious, if he possibly could, to meet their wishes in that direction.

portio

- Mr. Arundel told him that down the hills certain places were open to cattle, and that where the

i o ’lff‘ih/;

presence of cattle was absolutely fatal to trees there growirg, every one who liked to go and out

grass was a}lgv‘{ed to do so free of charge. He thought that the Collector had done in the
immediate vicinity of the town all he could to meet their wishes in the matter. In certain places
he. was bound to say that if the forests were thrown open there would be in course of time
neither fuel nor i_'odder, so that they would be eating up the whole of the fodder of the district,
and thus destroying all chance of preserving, as they much wished to preserve, those animals
which were valuable f_or breeding and working purposes. In such hard times as the present, if
cattle were allowed in indiscriminately, in a very short time there would be nothing alive.
?[‘herefore he hoped they would understand that the Government in this matter was simply doing
its duty, and.\.watchmg the interests of the people at large. In conclusion he thanked the mem-
bers of the Vijayavada Sabha for the kind words they had used regarding himself and hoped
that the gentleman who had presented the address of the Gudivdda public would take back with
him the assurance of the pleasure he had had at hearing their representations and tell them as
regards the railway—the particular point they brought forward—that he hoped Government
would do everything to see that that line was completed (Loud applause).

Municipal address at Anantapur.

May 11 PLEASE YoUuR ExcrLLENCY,—We, the Municipal Councillors and Residents of Anan-
tapur, are _glad to avail ourselves of this opportunity of welcoming Your Excellency to our town
and expressiug our sincere gratitude for the kindness of heart with which Your Lordship braves
the heat of the scorching summer sun to alleviate the suffering of the starving poor. It is no
small consolation and encouragement to such people to see with their own eyes that, unmindfl.ll
of pe}'sonal comfort and under pressure of enormous business, the noble representative of their
Gracious Sovereign works for their common good harder than they themselves toil for their
daily maintenance. We do not wish to take up Your Excellency’s precious time by recounting
the various difficulties and troubles of our little Municipality. Most of them have already been
brought to Your Excellency’s notice officiaily, and we are sure Government would do its best to
help us out of at least some of them. But these dwindle into insignificance when we are face to
face with the grim famine brirging in its train distress, disease and death. We would therefore
mention, with Your Lordship’s permission, one or two points which are connected with .the‘
famine relief of this district and which, in the general opinion cf the townsmen, are feasible
and beneficial under the present circumstances. Your Lordship has no doubt observed that since
January last t'he prices of food-grains in the district have been pretty stationary though very
high. This 18 perhaps due to a large imporfation of grain from other districts and to the
prudent foresight of rich ryots who stored up the produce of their lands in anticipation of an
unfavorable season. 'We would have had cheaper prices ere long, had the charges of transit been
minimised by opening the new railway for through traffic without unnecessary delay. Yet the
condition of labourers has not improved to any appreciable degree. We fear it will grow worse if
the next monsoon does not set in sufficient]y early and thereby give an impetus to the suspended
agrioultural operations. There is not mych scarcity of food, but want of useful employment
is keﬁnly felt. Your Excellency knows that the majority of the population Jeads a hand-to
n}:}out life, depending for daily maintenance on the wages of daily labour. If, as at present,
the labourer has no work in the fields and does not get amy wages, his distress does
IﬁOt_tceﬂﬁe with the fall in _the prices of grains. He must get money to buy his fO(_)d,
fe lh' c eﬁp_ or dear. The relief works now opened to help him do mnot sufficiently pay D%

or his subsistence. The prescribed famine wages of this district are low. Thero have been of
lfate strikes of famine coolies. Some of them say they would rather die of starvation than do
or &)nebanna and a half a day as much woyk as they used to do for 3 or 4 annas a day. Ths1s
go dpu t a foolish idea, but if it gets hold of a large mass of ignorant coolies, the result would
o disastrous. "We would therefore venture to suggest the desirability of either raising the rates,
say to two annas per day, or lightening the task assigned to each famine cooly. The present
state of the season threatens to create, if it has not already created, a water famine in many
parts of the district. There are many large villages with populations varying from 1,000 to
3,000 that depend for their water-supply mainly on one or two wells giving scarely a bucketful
of water at a time. The soil in many villages 15 so hard and rocky that it is impossible to dig
deeper than a ‘yard or two without the help of the costly and dangerous dynamite and profes-
sional skill. The Local Boards are trying to assist the villagers. Lut unless a larger expenditure

e
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is incurred and Engineers or Overseers are sent out for digging or deepening drinking-
wells, the present distress vyould assume the most serious ga%pe%t. Thepworkg sh;uld bgewc,lags;
departmentally, as the unskilled labour of villagers would be of no avail. Another question we
would submit for Your Excellency’s consideration is that of feeding the large tanks of Anantapur’
a)nd_Smganamala by means of a channel from the Pennar. This is known as the Bookacherla
Project. The work is large enough for purposes of the famine relief. It would provide
employment to a very great number of coolies for a considerable time. It would be a source of
unfailing supply to numerous minor tanks as well. The general condition of the district
would materially improve, as large areas now lying waste would be brought under wet cultie
vation. We think any amount of money spent on this project would not be spent in vain, -
We beg to conclude with most heartily welcoming and fhanking Your Excellency, and with a )
fervent prayer to the Almighty that He may shower His choicest blessings on Your Excellency

and Lady Wenlock.— dnantapur, 26th April 1892.

PR

His Excellency’s reply.

Mg. CuAIRMAN AND GExTLEMEN,—I beg to thank you for the kind words of welcome you
have addressed me on coming to Anantapur agqin, the second time I have had the pleasure of
paying you a visit. The first time I came here w1tl} the view of consulting Mr. Underwood and
the officers of the district as to the works which might be considered necessary to be opened in
the event, as was clearly proved, of labour being found necessary to be kept going during this
present time of scarcity and distress, in consequence of the failure of the recent monsoons. The

work which was then laid out for Anantapur I believe has proved to be amply sufficient for the
I must observe that we believed that a larger

requirements of the people. At the same time 1 mus
number would come forward in this particular district than we have found now apparently
anxious to avail themselves of the opportunities we have given them of finding work at Govern-
ment relief-works.
You point out in your address that you consider t.hat a good_dea} of hanging-back has
taken place on the part of a great many of the labouring population in consequence of the
smallness of the Government wage. Well, I can only say m.regard to this that Government
are naturally not inclined to give any larger wage than what is found to be absolutely proper
for the maintenance and support of the cooly who comes forward to ask for work. This is a
question which has naturally occupied the very closest attention of Government; and I do
believe myself that the amount of wage which the Governmgnt gives to each individual is amply
sufficient to keep him in health and strength during the time he is on the work. I have had
the opportunity of seeing in different parts of the Presidency, in very large numbers, coolies
on relief works. I have given this particular subject my closest attention, and I have found,
I may say almost in every case, that where gangs are being worked upon third-class wages they
have been supported for months together in a manner which we consider as perfectly satisfactory.
The condition of such coolies is in all respects everything ome can wish. We do not wish
of course to compete in any way with the open market labour, angi we are obliged to restrict
our wage actually and simply to the amount we find to be sufficient 1:0 keep the coolies in
roper health and in proper strength. Beyond that I do not think Government should go.
%ou yourselves suggest that the rate should be fixed at 2 annas. If the prices of grain should
oine that they may— the wage given would amount to 2 annas or

is6—as it is quite possible to ima 1 4
rise—as 1t 18 GUILE TESS n find that the wage given is sufficient.

even more ; but at the present time we : ificien ‘
int out that a great amount of work i8 necessary now to be found for the labourers

at thg(;:lg(i)éular time of tl%e year; but I am SUIIPTISBd, when I come to this particular distriet,
to find that on two large works close by this par.tlculﬂl' part, where the employers of labour—the
Railway Company—are offering very much hlghel" wages than the Government (‘)ffer' on their
works, up till now labourers will not come forward ! In Pamidi, which is only 13 miles from
here, which is in the middle of what we may consider an affected tract, so much as 4 annas or
5 annas can be earned by a man a day, and 2 annas by a woman b_}{ 90 clqck in the morning,
and yet labourers cannot be had. Thiq makes me think that 1t is qmﬁce poss1ble'that the neces-
sities of the labouring classes are not quite as great as you point out. I'his morning I was down
at the bridge about three miles from here on the new railway, and the contractor told me that
he offered 4 annas for a man and 2 annas for a woman, and that he could not get labourers.
The demands of the distressed in this particular district do not seem to be very great, otherwise
they would have come forward and testified by their numbers their willingness to accept
the wages this work offers. ‘Therefore I can only come to the conclusion that the amount of
distress in the Anantapur district cannot be so severe as 1s represented to be in some quarters; at
tion leads me to believe that in the south pf the

the same time, I must say that my informaty’
district distress is greater than it is in this partwular part. Wo expect to find before very long

that larger numbers will come to the works there ; and here again I believ.e that if they wil
come fmgward and do an amount of work which will enable them to get third. class Wage?the;
will find themselves perfectly able to get through these months of scarcity and hardship till T
hope, by God’s blessing, we shall get good monsoons, when they will be able, I believe, to resume
their natural avocations and their troubles will pass aWay.
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’ 9 Presidency. Lastly, we beg to represent that the enforcement of the Forest laws in all thejr

rigour has been-a source of incqnvenieuce to men and cattle end therefore pray that they be relaxed

first of all addressed their remarks to the question of the local Municipsl Council, and their first 80 a8 to removq-‘tpe ineonvenience. For mstancg, meost of the lands adjoining this town have’
demand was that it should be increased in numbers; and their second request was that they ‘ been reserved Wltt-lou}f s‘flﬁi Gleclllt spaeg loft for grasares, &c. Weo thorefors beg to suggest
should have a non-official Chairman. As they all knew, in this country the Municipal form of ;hat suf{icl_e nt ma.rg(‘in e:i o;lve arogn crtt)}xlv dedYtownﬁ for the convenience of men and cattle,
government was one that had only lately been introduced ; and s Excellency was bound to o conc SSIQI:I’IZG lt(}alvou dy strgge&xnt p r‘?ly ¢ .atth our xcg}l){slngy may for many long years be
say that everybody must be aware that the introduction of such a form of government in such g‘;?:glf Wit hieatth an gth to sustam the responsibilities of Your Excellency’s exalted

e country as India must be considerrd to be more or less an experiment, and it therefore behoved
Government to see that that form of government should be tutroduced with proper precautions
and safeguards. It was only four years since the Bezvida Municipality was formed at the

: \ _ : g T Address from the inhabitants of Gudivéda Taluk.
instance of (tovernment by nominating Councillors to attend on that Council. The very great | v w( i wd&? i’ / o

May 1T PLEASE Your Exerriency.—It is with feelings of unalloyed pleasure that we,

interests which Government had at stuke, the very large amount of property it had there, M ol : , v . . : 18, _
and the absolutely new life which had taken placein the town, required one particular head T i the undersigned public of Gudivéda, crave permission to approach Your Lordship to offer a hearty
to manage the whole affair, and it was extremely dangerous, if he might be allowed to use d ‘ welcome to this our dlStI‘lC‘t.A We need hardly say that, in seeking the privilege of an interview
that expression, to allow any personal interests to become mixed up with what really were .Wlth Your Lordship to-day , we havg been mainly 1nﬂ}19nced ’by a desire to express our loyalty
largely those of Government.  With regard to the general principles of allowing their represen- ~%nd love to Her lVfIOSttthcwl%; %Ia’JTSty. the Queen-Kmpress government of this country and
tatives to tako their scats at the Council, he fully agreed. e thought that all local self-gov- chin ¢, /. <+ our @hankf}til!;ef)s 0_1(‘1 ) malﬁio dtll)]eSSmgs we enjoy under Her benign sway. Woe are fully
ernment should eventually be in the hands of the people, but in a country like this it must be 4 ‘;‘ “ OO%m}ZIaItlt t !& TOV1 engq cou II}(-)'t avebpla:eiil our 1?afetyfmhbetter hands th_an Her Majesty’s,
allowed to develop itsclf gradually, so that people might be trained to take the management of <Pt T e an ht ai)) 1.18 honernmen ls sol%ﬂ tllcll ous a 01“ the we .ﬁ‘re of t ehpeople committed to its charge
their own affairs into their own hands ; and therefore it seemed to him that, in the case of a town Prrhrnt as the British Yovernment. ~Nothing would better illustrate this care and tenderness for the

! lead governed than this trip of Your Lordship through those parts of the Presidency that have been

like Bezvida, it would be a very good thing in the first place, after the Council had been started, besieged by that grim monster of famine, whose periodical visits to this country have béen the

and had been now working for four vears. rraduslly to introduce the system they desired. e : P untry
would, therefore, view wi% h favour any sc!gn’ome to place six new members on the Council to be :,(tngges;falslosﬁ;icfg; :%1??;:(‘)2‘;}33;1?&{ tta(,’t Egﬁ;eligﬂi;hl&: %31‘;21;1:;:11:2-11 ]dlﬁl;ir ;rg;,P :(gggrt;];in
?electell by themselves (Applause). e hoped that that would satisfy, in the first instance, their Lordship dwelling on the snowy and delightful tops of the Nilgiris, amply testifios to ¥ ar . Lordf

ship’s sympathy for the sufferers. We must confess that, in coming to welcome Your Excel-

aspirations, and that these gentlemen who took their places on that Council would show that

energy aud devotion to public business which Government required from all those who wero '; leuey, we have not been unseifish. We have long had a petition to urge and have thought this

Councillors  He must add a slight warning. . Government was as anxious as any Government the best opportunity to lay it before Your Lordship. During the time of Your Lordship’
could be to see that this Municipal form of government should be extended and developed all decessor, ng beggedythﬁt the railway might be exfended to %/[asulipatam, the hi:‘%iiqs‘}:;ftzrgrgf
e was bound to tell them, as head of the Government, that it had noticed : the district. The Government sanctioned the survey which has been completed. Nothing
further has been done in the direction for some time. = We have taken the liberty of reminding
the Government of the promised boon. Your Lordship is aware of the importance of Bezvada
wkich has become the nucleus of railways. It is now the terminus of the Southern Mahratta

over the conntry, :
with a great deal of disappointment the laxity, he might eay, aud more than want of caro dis-!

played by Councillors in the performance of tieir public duties, and it had been found necessary

for Government in its general review of the Municipal administration at this Presidency to call|

attention to that fact, and warn Councillors to see that a decided improvement should be effected. | Railway and Nellore State Railway, and the East Coast Railway is ere long to have its terminug
He only hoped that such a falling oft in the duties of public men as Municipal Councillors 'woul(il' here. The system will not be complete in the district unless railway communication is settled
not be seen in BezvAda, and that they might be able gradually to increase the number six to between Bezvdda and the chief town, which is also the chief port in the district. We need not
still larger number.  IIe looked forward to the day—but he did not say that the time had yet take up Your Lordship’s invaluable time by enumerating the advantages of extending the railway
arrived—when they could have an clected Chainman.  As he had said before, the interests of the in Kistna, which is one of the few large paddy-growing districts. Gudivida being one of the
Government at Beavéda were so large that the experiment should be tried cautiously, aud at present important delta taluks of the district, our grain would be within the easier reach of places where it
he did not think he could recommend to Government the adoption of the suggestions in that direc- - a may be wanted. The line already surveyed passes through the Nizvid, Challapalli, and Vallur

tion. The address stated that when the town was first constituted a Municipality the public were ., i &5 zemindaris 'and through Gudivé.d’a town, which, besidgs being the head-quarters of the taluk, is
?iven to understand that the Council would consist of twent y-one representative members. Ile | a.lgo the station 0! the new Munsif’s Court established since _the 1st March last. The trading and
ailed to trace any record in Government offices which showed that Government at all events beld : L™ no/[ litigant population will, not to speak of others, find an immense boon if the railway be soon
out any such hope. It was also stated that they did not wish to bo grievance-mongers, and with- | ~M w #/4 / opened, for, except durmg the thz:ee hottest months of the year, commuuication is, for want of
Lide good roads and owing to inundation by water, not very easy. In conclusion, we beg to state

out saying it very definitely they said that the faxation was very heavy, and the returns compara-

tively small. e was very sorry to hear that theso were their feelings.  As far as he could ascer- | that we earnestly hope that it will be in the power of Your Lordship’s government to see the

line between Bezvédda and Masulipatam completed at an early date. Wishing Your Lordship

tain, the taxation of the Bezvada Municipulity was by no means as heavy as it was in others ; ‘ ] ¢
and, as far as ho could make out, the returns were in all matters as good as in a good many and Lady Wenlock long life and prosperity.,
others, and better than in most, and except in the matter of education, Government did not _
consider there had been any falling off in the work of the Municipal Council there. e was sorry - ‘
His Egxcellency’s Reply.

to see that they brought that forward, though they did not make any very definite statemgn:
as to the way in which they found the Bezvida Municipality short of work. Ie hoped tha His Excellency had in the first instance to express to the gentleman of the Vijayavada Sabha

when the new members were elected any shortcomings would soon disappear. They also asked and the Rate-payers’ Association, Bezvéda, and the gentleman who came there as a deputation

that Municipal C ill should not be allowed to 8it as Honorary Magistrates. He was afraid : b . \ L '

he could notp pron(l)iuslfjczootr:ittarot‘l.1 sylf:;)eme“t"hi(c)h ewm; universally prega.leng in the country. Unless frortlil 'thﬁ‘Glflidlz]i(;:itt%})u%egﬁi(?f?cerfttv}:riglzss;ggi;ﬁ; I;L[;gu:::g;;ifgp:];}lf}; ttliley lia(il Iﬁcelve% him

it could be shown that such a procedure produced any injustices to, or worked any hardships on this his firs b a. va r A a ey had been able to
. LAt i ', : have a second meeting at Bezvida as it had enabled, in the first 1nstance, the tl

on, any particular individual, or any great number of individuals, he did not think Government b ;:divéda, who had ufortunately met with a savere acoident ot tre . e dne }g;:flz r:?:;ref;gg

his address from that part of the country. Ip the second place, it was fortunate, he thought, that

was prepared to alter what, had beon tound to work harnmniously aud efficiently in every-day
they should have that meeting, as thereby all misapprehensions which oceurred in consequence of

life. The next point was about water. They wished the Kistna to be tapped by means of wells;

and Mr. Spring was go; t k iment which he hoped, if successful, they, as & - . . 18
gy I o ke Stenmiet ghih b v, gl ey 2 in sk feom Yyl S o v e ool ol o et et i gt
whatever might bo their s} ' i . Asr the subject of extension of a branc that there had been a . , . » DUt 88 they well knew, the formality
line of railw%y to M:;rxl?;);xr‘srgf H:,es;f e:(?tlt;:gpared tgg:;;s y;te il}tajttihe Government of India that Government required in reipegt tto presenting addresses had not been ful'ﬁlled with regard to
would take the matter up. As Tar as they had gone, they had pressed the matter on its atltentlion H tha{) address, \“{hlc}:i Wﬂ;‘;?ﬁ;g Elsetorswligsltl:?ii :er;fiftllx}:(s)sui}ﬁothlfi Cﬁ)lleotor. . ﬁhere also appeared
and if at any ti ‘o ; 1 illi ss to help them to be some misunders n, u ¢ presented or accepted as
ny time the Government of India sbould not show any willingne g was a’ petition ; but it appearcd evident that a great many gentlemen had expressed their wisﬁ)es to la;

the Madras (¢ . , ; i , whie . 4
16 dadras rovernment would do its best to do something to push that railway on that cortain matters before him and he was glad to think that Mr, Arundel’s management any

most important one. As regards t} tion of the revenue and magisterial functions, )
scheme was not yet ready t%ull;ﬂspu:’.of::\l:z:l 1(mIt had rex;'(;“iiud the suncti%ln of the Secretary of arrangements had got over the difficulty and ne was there that day to hear what they had to say.
. athised with them The éijayavada Sabha memorialists wished certain points to be decided in their favour. They

State, and he thought they would soon be ablo to introduce it. 1le quite sym id that
In its wishes on the subject (Applause). As regards the subject of Forest Laws, ho 'BI;I . ad
the Government had told the Collectors of all districts to meet as much 08 possible the wishes an

requirements of the ryots in the matter of working tho Forest Laws; at tho same time, it was a
3
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inspection 1 believe that everything ‘is being done to carry the people through in a time of scar-~
At certain places every now and then the people appeared to be not so well off, rather in

oity.
8 z)wer sondition than in others. Generally speaking I may say that I found the people up to

now in & very good condition. On one work there appeared to be & falling off from that condi-

tion, and that work is going to be most specially watched, and a different system is to be insti-

tuted as regards the weakly members, and I hope that we shall soon get better reports of the
eople there. The people suffer very much in that part from malarious fever, and there is no
hen prices are very

doubt that it affects considerably their constitutions; at a time like this, w
high and crops are scanty, they are more liable to attacks of this character than they would be
on ordinary ocC&siQIIS. Therefore it is, I think, that Government should take special care of the
peaple of that particular part, and I am glad to think that this will be done. The numbers on
the works up to now have beeu very much less than what the Government had reason to expect.
There is almost a total failure of crops in a great many districts not only in this, but also in past
geasons. We feel we are able to provide larger work for people, and I think we may takeit as
a sign of the general prosperity of the people that they have been able to hold out so well during
this protracted time of drought and secarcity and up to now have given 1o considerable anxiety
to those responsible for their welfare. All I can say ig that if the south-west monsoon comes
in its usual quantity and at its usual time, all the tronbles of Government will very soon vanish
away. 1 have no anxiety myself whatever, and I do not believe that anyono need have any
anxiety that the Goverument will not be able to deal with the subject of distress up till that
time; but if the monsoon should fail we will no doubt be placed in a position of very much

graver responsibility than we now find ourselves in. Our attention has been for a long time
seriously attracted to the partic ular question, and the subject of having to provide work for very
t; and if it should unfortu-

much larger numbers is receiving the careful attention of Governmen

nately be the case that we should complain that the south-west monsoon is a failure in the
distressed districts, we should have to provide work for large pumbers. I think I can assure you
that you will find that the Government has done all in its power to meet the necessity of t_he
case. 'The next address is from the Mubammadans of Bezvada. In reply tothem I should l}ke
to say that I thank them most extremely for the kind words they use towards myself in coming
here on this occasion, and it is to me a matter of great sutisfuetinn—-and they are f}blo to express
it in terms in which they do—at the position in which they find themselves in this country an
at their sincere and devoted attachment to Hler Majesty the Queen-Empress (“PP]‘}‘}SO)'
think I have answered the Masulipatam address in answering the Bezvz’xd? Qddress. The two
points are the question of the railway and the question of the Sab-Judge’s Court. 1 think we

are as anxious as anybody can be to hav , railway extended to Masulipatam ; but as we aré
o : 1o the e hould like to do- ‘I'he Guntir address

not provided with funds we are not able to do what we 8

is the one, I think, that came next. It brines to the notice of the Government the fact that they
are badly off in the matter of water. I am afraid in that respect they are like great many
others in this unfortunate dry season; but they point out that they think that Government
ghould provide a site for a reservoir to supply the water. As far as 1 can ascertaid, tlle.snpply
is to be from a lake which dries up at this particular period of time. Tberefore, I am afraid I am
placed in somo difficulty as to whence the supply ghould come. Mr. Arundel informs me that it
is purely an engincering question ; that levels have been taken, and he fuds it. is impossible to

bring water from a t AR . which lies above Guntar and the bund of
ny spot except one irrigation tank which It o little more clearly

whic .has not been repaired. I should like the Grantar people to inform me 1

what 18 the particular supply they think Government should tap. As far as information gocs, the
particular configuration of the country makes it impossible to provide water by grav1txx£10n. Any
suggestion put forward ‘which would point out the direction to which the attention of (xoyernment
should be turned will receive most careful consideration. One of the points they refer to is that the
Maunicipality passed a resolution to the effect that Government should pay Rs. 15,000 towards the
scheme. In respect to this I would like to point out to them that if the Gove_rr_lmept were
called upon to subscribe money whenever a resolution has been passe by the Municipality that
the Government should pay, the finances of this Presidency would be before long 1n 8 rather
embarrassed condition. Tam afraid we should present the doubtful spectacle of an adverse
balance. It is easy to vote for money, but o s not so easy to provide for it. The question of
the Sub-Ma_glstmte’s office also hinges upon the water-supply, and there is DO intention at
present to dispose of that. You ask with regard to the Madras Railway. I think I told you
exactly what the position is. The Madras Government are very anxious that tho railway
should be made as soon as possible. The): also recommend that the alignment should pass
through Guntér and go up to Bezvida; but that is only & recommendation. ''he final solu-
tl‘on of the question rests with the Government of India.  You then point out that the port of
Epurapaliain should be made a seaport of the district. I think we should wait and see Wii
thO eﬁe‘ct Of t/h.e rallwny if Oponed at Bépatln “'ill be. In qouclusion’ I hOI)e lll.’lt &11 thOSO
good thmgﬁ which you have foreshadowed may very soon be pmvideli. As regards the Govern-
ment of mlras, you have our sincere wishes and our gr@at h()l)p, that this rﬂil‘Vﬂy Wl]l be
pushed forward as soon as possible. The great Kistna bridge is before your eyos every day;
an.d before two years the Godavari bridge will be N)mpletod,obut I do not think myself that
this communication can be called a complete scheme till the whole line 18 made right throqgh
from Madras to Calcutta (applause). It appears to me that it is a most extraordinary thing

" presence ami
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that the two great important towns of Madras and Caloutta should have waited very near till

the end of this century before they were joined by a line of railway; it appears to me also to
be & most extraordinary thing that the idea of the East Coast Railway should have been started

. <with constructing 500 miles in the centre of 1,000 miles; and all I can tell you is that you

nave the best wishes of the Government of Madras and the sincere desire of the Secretary of

" State. It rests with the Government of India to give us funds, and [ can assure you that no

part to induce them to adopt such measures as to finish oft the East
I have to thank you very much for the kind

Bezvada (loud applause).

e‘ﬁorts will be wanting on our
Coast Railway as soon as possible (applause).
manner in which you have received me here at

Address from the Vijayavada Sabha ard Rate-payers’ Association, Bezvdda.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExcrLLencY.—We, the undersigned members of the Vijayavada
Sabha and the Rate-payers’ Association, Bezvéda, venture, on this occasion of Your Excellency’s
presence among us, to approach Your Excellency with our humble but hearty address of welcome
not only as the illustrious ruler of our province, bub also as the worthy representative of Her Most
Gracious Majesty, our beloved mother, the Empress of India. While we are fuily alive to the
innumerable blessings bestowed upon us by the benign British Government, under whose paternal

protection Providence has cast our lot, we gladly take this opportunity of Your Exeellency’s
dst us to bring to Your Bxcellency’s notice a few prayers which vitally interest the
town, and which, if granted, will be lasting boons both to the townsmen and to the community in
general. Our first request, in which the townsfolk are chiefly interested, is the privilege of
election of members to the Loeal Municipal Council and increase of their number from twelve to
In the year 1888, when this town was first consti-

twenty-one with & non-official Chairman.
tuted 8 Municipality, the public were given to understand that the Council would consist of
t{wenty-one members who would all be representative ; but to the utter disappointment of the

eople, the Council, when formed, consisted of only twelve members, the selection of whom did
not satisfy the cravings of the people. Consequently, the Government was moved by a telegram
and a memorial from the Vijayavada Sabha, stating that the Council was not thoroughly repre-
gentative and praying for the enlargement of the same by the addition of representative members.
The Government was thereupon pleased to 1ssue G.0, No. 525 M., dated 21st May 1888, to the
offect that no change could be allowed so soon, but that, when vacancies ocourred in the Couneil,
the wishes of the Sabha would be favorably copmdered. Many a time vacancies did occur, and
the Sabha represented its views to the Council, but, to the total disregard of the Government
Order, they were never favorably considered. Here we beg to be understood that we are no
rievance-mongers if we submit to Your Excellency that the public feel the Council’s
administration hard to bear in many Ways, the taxation very heavy and the return compara-
tively small. The second point to Wh1c}_1 we beg to 1nvite Y_'our Expelleney’s attention is the
robibition of Municipal Councillors to sit as Honorary Magistrates in the Bench Courts, and
the appointment, in their steqd_, of well qualified persons from the e_onglmumty in point of general
education a8 well as of requisite legal knowledge. For, in the existing system, it happens very
frequently that the same officer who as & Municipal Councillor sanctions & prosecution goes
as & Bench Magistrate to sit in judgment over one accused by himseli—a carious P e
in which the complainant himself as the ]l}dge, hears and disposes of his own case, Singularly
wn there are five Honorary Magistrates, four of whom are Munieipal Councillors, the
de facto Chairman being.amongst the list. We next submit for Your Excellency’s favorable
consideration the necessity of _supply ing water to the town by means of pipes from the river.
This extensive town of rsing importance and increasing population, of which only a corner of
small area is in contact with the river, c}epends for the water-supply'for the most part on wells,
of which there can be only a fewin this rocky soil, and few of which retain a good supply of
water during the hot season. Hence the Yvater-supply of this town, as it exists at present, is very
Jefective ; At the occasional conflagrations recurrng almost every year and sweeping down
houses by tens and hundreds call for an immediate water-sqpply at 1_1a.nd, for which, on past
occasions, the Krishna had to be .reached. Consequently the introduction of the pipe-system of
water-supplys it accomplisbed, will be an everlasting boon to Bezvdda. In connection with this
we beg to submit that we came to understand that the supply can bo cheaply effected by pump-
ing up water from the Kistna bridge wells. Our next prayer ison & subject which once drew the
attention of Your Excellency’s predecessor, x}amely, the extension of a branch line of railway to
Masulipaton, the head-quarters . of the district, and the port nearest to the Nizam’s Dominions
1t js needless to dwell on the political and eommermfﬂ' importance cf this line, which has been.
repeatedly urged in the several memorials of the Masthatam public, any more than to point out
that, if laid out, the line will pass through the Gudwa..da taluk, the unfailing granary of the
. e beg to represent next that though sanctioned by Secretary of State, the scheme
for the geparation of the 1‘1evenue and Magisterial functions has not yet been introduced. We
therefore pray that Your Escellency will be pleased to accelerate its speedy introduction in this

in our to
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own view has been very much what is put forward by you to-day. When I first had this matter
mentioned to me, the arguments which you brought forward appeared to me to be very strong ;
but since then it has been very strongly urged that the East Coast Railway will be a trunk line
running between north and south, and that the proper point of cutting off the narrow gauge
will be at Guutér., However, that matter is still before the Government of India, and the
Southern Mahratta Railway have been asked to express their views on this subject, and the whole
question will come up for further consideration in a very short time. I am very glad to have
received this expression of your views on this subject. The great advantage of going to & parti-
cular spot is to find out the wishes and feelings of the people on any particular subject, and by
being brought face to face with them, and by hearing their arguments and by satisfying myself
what their wishes are, and how they think that certain works can be carried out. ’e.rsonally,
I am bound to say that I feel you have made out a very strong case for the line being ~oon=
structed on the gauge you propose. The BezvAda address, to which I will first refer, mentl(iﬂﬂ,
dmong other things, the great desire that they have for a better provision of bathing ghts.
Your Collector, Mr. Arundel, tells me that the Municipality are constructing a ghdt for this
purpose above the anicut, aud that Mr. Spring is going to construct another — one below the
antcut onthe new bauks which he Is there making--and will see that the revetment is 50
Placed as to be able to afford facilities to the people for bathing. With these two ghats I hope
the town will be satisfied. The question of water-supply is naturally one which creates a good Bejouasta 7inon
eal of inquiry and anxiety.  You mention two plans put forward, one of them by Mr. Jones Seahly 5 frm
and the other by Mr. Spring.  You strongly recommend that Mr. Spring’s plan should be, at S puSiin /
all events, tried. I am glad to think that in this matter you are not asking Government to come | 7
forward at the presemt moment with any money, hut that you will be satisfied if Mr. Sprin - ;
adopts this experiment that he will earry out, namely, by pumping water from the wells on th R
abutment nearest the town here, luyiug'it on at certain points and by seeing that not at a very
large outlay may be provided a good supply for the whola of the town. I think the town should
© Yery much indebted to My, Spring for the idea which he has evolved, and the manner in
which he ig going to carry it out. I shall watch with very great interest the result of the
experiment which ho will take up (applause).  The next point touched upon in the Be%védn ‘ 2
address is also alluded to in the address from Masulipatam—it is the transferenco of the e | Tukieat %
Sub-Judge’s Court to Bezvdda,  All I can tell the inhabitants of both Bezvéda and Masuli- Grpmal w'
patam is that I will send up their representations to the High Court. It rests very much with
them —as to how they view it—to carry out this project. The judicial work of the country 18|
umtler}fhe}ir particular eye and under their supervision, and the Guvernm}ont are advlseduby ”‘1’?;1
88 Lo the best means in” their opinion to carry out judicial work in this country.  COWOVET
I shall sec that your views are l:{id before ther.x’x, and glmt the matter is carefully considered. It Pu M/A
18 Impossible for me to say at the present moment what possibilities there are of the improve- ﬁ%/ﬁ"/’w
ments you suggest 1 the Buckingham Canal being male.  You suggest that by putting
locks a great increaso might be made to the facilitios of uavigation ; but I am not prepared t;
84y, withont knowing more of the subject, that your suggestion can be carried out. o
wﬂ} have the matter looked into, and T will see that You are furnished with an answer as sogn
as it can possibly be provided. You then go on to say that your town is being visited ly
cholera, which you attribute to your eramped position. Thore is no doubt that you are closely
s'hut in here with all these hills, and the banks of the canals are also very disagreeable obstruc-
tons. The Government has sanctioned the removal of these banks; but overy work that can A lwd )
Possibly be undertaken ;s now put off in consequence of the trouble we meet with in other part? . /z(// 4
of the Presidency. However, as soon as funds are available, they will be placed at your disposal J L.
for the purpose of removing these obstructions (applause). “You ther go on to speak in tex}‘lms
of the most sincero loyalty to Her Majesty the (Queen.Empress; and I can only say, asf o
Tepresentative hero, that it has given me very much satisfaction to receive these assurances erH;
you. I believe that under the administration of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress the whole o
this country ought to go on continuing in a career of continued prosperity ; and I'do not see any
Place in this country round here \\'hi(i is more likely to advance in that direction than the tows
of Bezvada. T only hope that von may reap all the benefits of the great works going on arounf
You, and that the Kistna district may continue to be, as it has been for some time past, one g
© most prosperous and fertile of this part of this country. I have to thank you very Il?l;;cI’
gentlemen, for tho manner in which you have alluded to myself; and I can only say tha
ad great pleasure in being able to come here. 1t was morély, as it were, a chance w'mt’tl!:s
my work lies a little bit further from [Bezvida. I am glad to think that anything in :
Way of inspecting famine works is not necessary in this part of the district, though theII‘e ar
1 the upland parts of the Kistna certain portions which require careful watching. . :}?;
glad that under Mr, Arundel’s eye thoso rarts are being properly watched (applause) ; I
distriets a litle further away I amp sorry to say, have not been so fortunate as you are. b [;
rnool ard in Naellore there has been'and now s a great deal of scarcity and dmtrosts ’ttll:e
:(})ler (1}.0vm-nmont have taken, T believe, every step it is possiblo for the (}overumointveob;en
oleve that distress. Works and  kitchens have been opened wherever they ”;" Ily car-
required, and the management of the works and their supervision have been most carelully ¢ :
ried out under the eye of Mr. Clogstoun, a member of the Board of Revenue, who has glenl
expirience in thig matter ; and [ cap ouly say and I can assuro you from my own persona
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Madras to Bezvida vid our town of Bapatla and neighbouring places, and this necessity we beg
to put forward on the following grounds :—(1) The necessity for such a line has been g long.felz;
desideratum, which was sought for some four years ago in a unanimous petition to Government
eventually leading to an expensive survey of the proposed route, which wag already COmpIeted’
and favorably recommended in 1890. (ii) The line which is the subject of our prayer, if granted
would run by the important weaving and mercantile contres of *Ipurpalem,” « Chirala.”
25 milee with o ebomrion o o dapally,” and “ Ohina. Ganjam,” covobing: ay g s T
25 miles with a population of 50,000. (11i) The taluk of Bapatla and the neighbouring Repalle
the principal delta taluks of the district, export large quantities of paddy and other grains to
Madras. (iv) The present railway line from Madras to Bezvida oz Guntakal is 550 miles
whereas the route proposed is about half the distance, carrying us through healthy and pOpulate(i
“tracts, and through the town of Bapatla, considered to be the sanitarium of the district, in contrast
to the unhealthy and arid tracts of feverish Cumbum water tia Guntakal and such like places
through which the line runs. (v) There exist no engineering difficulties to speak of in the

advantage of high sandy ridges always favorable to the construction of g railway line. (vi) The
important salt factories of China Ganjam and Kanuparti would thus be connected by railway
with the interior, and it would thus facilitate the exportation of salt, (vil) This line has also the
advantages of sufficient fuel and water, the necessary demsnds of g railway, Bezvada, Guntar
and other places, connected as they are by rail at present, not one of these lines is connected,
with Masulipatam, chief port of the district and its capital. Woe earnestly pray that the railway
line may be extended to that station, making Bezvida the common terminus of all the railways.
In conclusion we beg Your Excellency wil] kindly condescend to grant this our humble prayer
which we trust will be strongly supported by Mr. A. 'I'. Arundel, our able Collector, to whom we
are indebted for the interest he takes in our general welfare. For which act of kindness we, ag
in duty bound, shall ever pray for Your Excellency’s long life and prosperity. With dye respect
and profound loyalty, we beg respectfully to remain Your Excellency’s most obedient subjects, —
Bezvdda, 14th Aprit 1892,

but think how gradually and certainly vyt improvement is about to set in not only in thig
town, but in all the neighbouring dlstricts; therefore, it is to me g matter of great satisfaction
and pleasure to be able to come here at t)g moment and to see the town at this period of its
history. You naturally refer in your address to the question of the railway. Tt is one of very

reat importance, not only to you, but also to all the dwellers on this part of the Coromande]

oast ; but I can only say for myself that T am as anxious and watching as keenly the progress
of the line as any of you who live here on this coast. I am perfectly convineed in my mind that
what is really wanted is to get an extension of the railway from Madras up to this place made
as soon as it possibly can be made (louq applause) ; but, however anxious the Government
of Madras and the people of Madras Mmay be for any particular work, we have to deal with
another Government still, because it is from the Government cf India that the funds are to
be found to carry on this work ; and, ag we all know the old saying, “that the man who ays
the piper has the rlght to_choose the tune,” 8o in this particular matter we gre left in the handg
of the Government of India. We have urged upon them as far as wo possibly can that this
work should be carried out, and every day and up to the presert we have been assured that they

o

have no funds at their .disposal to carry out this work. I am glad to say that the Secretary of
State is himself as anxious as we are here to see that thig work is carried out, I cannot say

ve great hope that they will be induced to do 80, because no efforts will be wanting on 0
g:rt t% get th%)s work done. VYe forwarded to the Secretary of State our own represé’ntatioz;
and representations from theg Chamber of Commerce of Madras which were most strongly sup-
ported ; and the Madras Railway have asked the Secretary of State to be allowed to complete
this line on debentures which are to be furnished through them, and I only hope that it may be
found possible in that way, if in no other, to carry out this great work. You naturally ask
about the gqnestion of the gauge of the railway dan to Masulipatam. Ag you know, the
Government of Madras and the Government. of India too have both approved of there being a
railway to Masulipatam; but the great question is of what gauge it should be constructed. My
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for the further development of our town, including among them the cutting down of the bank$
(‘;rthe Ellore and Rives’ Canals within the Municipal limlts_, 80 that more air mig
i)nto the town and the low-lying lands might

' timated cost of the whole scheme is Rs, 30,000, w} : ‘
gtl;evxi:l? will, we believe, be derived from it. Your Excelleney in Couneil was pleased to

e ptoposals, but owing to the pressure of famine expenditure the necessary allotment
?g.pcrg:gntg dgwif the banks could not be Emdo.‘ We beg Your Lordship to extend your interest
to this important improvement and to sanction the scheme as soon as funds are available.
Meanwhile the Council is expending its own funds in cutting openings through the banks for
the streets of this new suburb. Ip conclusion, asg representing the inhabitants of a town than
which none in all the territories under Your Lordship’s care has more prospered through the
enterprise of the British Government, we beg to express our devotion to you and our hearty
loyalty to Her Majesty the Empress. Wo feel bound to also add a word expressing our admir-
ation of the vigour with which you have met the distress prevailing in districts less fortunate
than the one you are now visiting, whers, thanks to the utilization of Kistna water, weo are safe
against famine.  We feel we cannot close the address without expressing our sincere regards to
hfr. Arundel, to whose able administration the district owes its improved condition.— Zezrdda,

14¢th April 1892,

——r——

Address from the Inkabitants of Masulipatam,

May 1T rLEASE Yo EX(‘ELI.E!\'(‘Y,—T}m inhabitants of Masulipatam, the chief town’of the
Kistna district, beg permission to present this address of welcome upon Your P.}xcelleney 8 first
visit to this district.  Your Excollency's petitioners hope that, in giving attention to the works
at Bezvéda, which is the central junction of the various lines, the necessity for the ear]y construcs
tion of the branch line to Masulipatam will not be overlooked. 'l'h.e cauals of this delta are
primarily an irrigation work, and traffic on them is only a socondnry- object. As Ytour Excellency
sees at the present moment, these canals are closed at the most important period of trh‘e year,
when the rice harvest is in progress and when demands from other districts are heavy. The line
which has been approved by Your Exce]loncy’s Government and by the Goverument of %Ur‘:};"
and for which surveys and estimates have heep prepared, will pass through a populous and38e()(l)3
country to Masnlipatam, which is the commercial centre of the delta and a town of over 38, to
people.  Your Exeellency’s petitioners hope that funds may be allotted and that the line mﬁythe
commenced at ¢cnee,  Your Exovllenoy 18 aware that the pr()pos(jd line w11! pass throu% din
Gudivéda taluk, which is one of the most flourishing grain-producing talu'k's in South(;rn nalsc:
the irrigated area in which is rapidly increasing. Your Excellency’s petitioners beg leave

: 4 v the , the Subordinate Judge’s Court from
to lay before Your Excellency the need for the transfer of the "A]i inate Cm‘g’ o B0

Ellore to this district, viz., either to Masulipatam or to Bezvéda. t .
to 500 are tried in the Subordinate Ccurt, and from 400 to 600 such cases belonging to this
district are annually tried at Ellore, to the

v N e
Godévari district now possesses two Subordinate Courts, one at (ooa_nadn and the Otheihat Il;ilogsz,
ge that this district, which now yields Government the larg:

and your petitioners venture to ur v -
land revenue in the Presidency, may fairly claim the transfer (_)f the Ellore Court to a m}:‘:;gur
venient locality,  Ang your Excellency’s” petitioners shall, as in duty bound, ever pray
Excellency’s long life and huppiuess.—]]czpa(m, 14tk April 1892.

Address from the T ar-papers’ Association of Guntir.

. ’ 1af1
May 17 prEAsE Your Fxcm,v.mm’,—we, the representatives of the .Ta.‘-p.'l.yers Agso;{g:;:_):tr
Guntér, beg to approach Your Excellency, on the occasion of your gracious visit to thlsh ]rtfel i
with this address of welcome, and to express on behalf of the people of Guntar our Gea s
feelings of deep loyalty and sincere gratitude towards the Reprosen_tatwe of Her Mostd ri'flcand
Majesty the Queen-Empross of India. While we keenly appreciate the co.rd'ml goot-w ol to
Learty sympathy which Your Excellency hag been known to accord to the millions entrus .t
your care, we beg to take this opportunity of respectfully bringing to your notice certain w. e
for which the people of this distn’ot~those of Guntar in particular-—ea'mqstly desire to Sil
remedy at the hands of Your Excellency. Although the town of Guntir is inhabited by ne;:;iayl'
25,000 people, and is a most important Place in the district, famous as the centre of commo} o
life and industrial activity, still it js very insufticiently supplied with drinking water. Wet}l'n
a spacious low-]ying expanse which is called a tank iu the rainy scason ; but it bgcomes n'(l‘“ll iﬁ‘
but a barren waste even before summer sets in, and in consequence, the reservoirs and “cf::th
the town, which get their supply from the tank, also become almost dry at a time Wh@(l‘l t;'n'
water is most needed ; especially the mogt thickly-peopled portions of the town—Old (Gun o
and Sangadigunta—have absolutely no water in their wells during the hot season.. We beg be
request, therefore, that Your Excellency will be pleased to order that some effective me;tps;ed
adopted for supplying this great want, by laying out a scheme by which the tank men wber
may get a never failing supply. Further, apart from the advisability of sinking a large num

. g A ; o
great discomfort and inconvenience of suitors. Th ‘
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of wells in various parts of the town andq supplying them with a sufficient quantity of water to

-alleviate, in a measure, the acute sutferings of the people, we beg to lay before Your Excellenoy

a special grievance in connection with a scheme proposed to be carried out under substantial
support from the Local Boards and Government. It was Proposed that the tank should be

Rs. 5,000, and that Rs. 15,000 be contributed in equal shares by the Municipality, the Local

authorities are not very ansious about the subject, and that the Government have resolved to_
dispose of the site mentioned above. However, we beg to submit that it i highly important that
the site pointed out should be utilized for this kind of public good, because those who have
generally come forward with large subscriptions reside in that quarter of the_town, and if there
is any place that stands in urgent need of speedy water-supply, it is thgt portion of Guntér and
no other. Under these circumstances, we pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to cause the
project to be speedily undertaken, and order that the site referred to should be reserved for the

construction of the cistern. Another point which we wishfto lay befpret Your .Elfczellllencay'ig that
the t f Guntir is devoid of any easy rapid means of communica ion wit e adjoining
tricts and iy s doveid of any reiden Though the Bellary-Kistna State Railway

districts and with the ca ital of the Presidency. ) .
connects this and the Cedre)d Districts with the Presidency Town through the Madrag Rallway,

still the time that is occupied and the long distance that has to be gone through are 80 great
that there is not much facility afforded for the rapid passage of traffic and free communication
re enlightened part of the Presidegcy; hence We are anxiously waiting to 860
the day when the long-contemplated line from Nellore to this district will become a reality,
Seeing that Guntér is one of the most important places in the district, and sutisfies all the
Tequirements for a junction station, we beg to suggest the advisability of making that place
the point of junction, in preference to constructing a branch line from Guntir to some station
on the main line. If what we pray for becomes an accomplished fact, it will be conferring
and will not only promote the best interests of the district

the people, L A
ayg:f;::toulr)-zogriln:pfl?e tr(;dl; al.)nd industry of Guntir, but will also be a source of great saving

t, the plan suggested will obyiate the nece§sity for constructing several
;?idgi%‘;ﬁnzﬁgs ofa iailwa;). Ano%fer point to which we beg to invite Your Excellency’s atten.
od and useful seaport for this district. The Kistna district ig one of the

ion is th t of a go r \ :
fxll(:)gtlzertﬁewsigtricts ii the Presidency, and it has always been exporting to distant places large

ntiti aw produce such as rice, oil-seeds, indigo, cotton, &o. Masulipatam, the port at
3%?:}:’35: Egefa;ers%all, is not well adapted for commerce, as the' vess_els anchor at, 3 vep ,}Pgreat
distance from the shore. Hence these articles are now transmitted in boats @hrough canals to
places such as Cocanada or Madras, more than 200 miles away ; further even this tardy means of
communication does not exist in the hot season, since then the eanalg are closed for repairs, and
at such times these articles have to be stored ap till they can be transmlttgd ou the opening of
the canals. With Your lxcellency’s permission, tlherefore, we beg to mention that, at g distance
of about 40 miles from Guntr there is a port called Epurpaliam, in 4 healthy inviting
locality, affording every facility for easy and rapid shipment of 800ds, as there the steamers can
safoly anchor within a few hundred yards from the shqre ; and the value of the port is greatly
enhanced when it is considered that the Ngl]qre-Gruutur _Rallwz}y will make the port very easy
of access from the inland towns _of the d1stne_t, as the line W_IH pass through Bapatla within
4 miles from that port; and this mrcumgtance will give great‘ stgnulus to the t!‘t}de and in dustry
of these parts, since all produce from this and the Kurnool district can be readily exported at 3
comparatively much less cost. We cannot close this address withouat aek.nowledging the deep
debt of gratitude under which Your Excellency has laid the people of this Presxdpgoy by the
warm interest you have always evinced in their welfare and prosperity, by your untiring effortg
to relieve the miseries of the suffering thousands in t!lese days of severe scarcity and fa.mine, by
going to such tracts and graciously inviting the public to lay bofore you their grievances, if any,
and we respectfully beg to assure Your Lixcellency that we most gratefully appreciate the earnest
endeavours you have been making to inspect in person .the relief works ax}d other faming
operations undertaken by District Officers —greatly at the risk of your health in sgrjag of visitg
to unhealth .

tracts on long tours during the hottest months of ths year, Praying to th
Almighty toy bestow upon Your Excellency long life, sound health and Inoreasing Pl‘osgerity. _9
Besvada, 14th Aprii 1892.

with the mo
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Address from the Inhabitants of Bdpatla Taluk,

MY tr prease Your ExcELLENCY, —We, the répresentatives of the inhabitants of the taluk
of Bépatla, Kistna district, beg respectfully permission to approach Your Excellency with ouy
humble requisition embodied in the following lines ‘—On behalf of al] those whom we ;'epresent
we most cordially welcome Your Excellency, and request that this your fipgt visit into the distriet
will not fail to teem with beneficial results to the district, Ip connection with the matter of
railways, we on our part, beg permission to plead the great desirability of la direct line from
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Addidress from e Lihalataues of Besrdda,

Mav 1t rrLease Your Lorosie,— Your Lordship’s determination, regardless of the extreme
heat , to see for yourself the nature of this part of the country and the work that is being carried
out for its further development, is a source of great satisfaction to us, both because we can now
address you as possessing that increased and more vivil knowledge which comes from personal
observation, and because you have, by coming at this particular time, enabled s, before it 18 too
1",‘“’- to put before yon the very important (uestion of continuing the Southern Mahratta line to this
sido of the river. We beg most earnestly that Your Lordship will weigh this matter in all its
bearings, because an error now made will be irretrievable.  The chief leverage brought to bear
on the Government of India to induce that Government to sanetion the great e.\'ponditure
1r.1v01v0(1 in building the Kistna bridge was, that the line from Guntakal would be seriously defec-
tive as a famine prevention scheme unless it were put into conneetion with the whole of this
food-producing delta. The value ot the bridge, in ease of famine, would be enormously reduced
by a break of gauge and the chief 1dea in building it largely nullified. Although the river will
cease to be an obstacle, wo submit for Your Lordship’s very serious consideration that the break
of gauge will half destroy the object for which the famine line was constructed, and in caso of a
great famine be an error that may cause terrible regret.  To be brief, we may add that Bezvhda
i3 so thoroughly the centre of communication in all directions, both by land and water, that in
every way the original plan is the only satisfactory one, and to depart from it will be fighting
against nature. Another advantage of bringing the Southern Mahratta line to this side of the
river would be that the branch to Musulipatmil could be constructed at very much less cost by
continuing the metre gange to that place. The whole arrangement would be symmotrical and
the Southern Mahratta Company have a cuitable terminus for their main line.  We beg to urgo on
Your Lordship’s attention the proposed Masulipatam  branch, because of its excellent align-
mont. It passes throuzh a wonderfully rieh territory, where, for the greater part of the year,
communication is almost impossiale. We suggest that the proposed line from Madras should
have the name © East-Coast ” given to it, so that the whole railway from Madras along the sea
c ast to ()ut_tmwk may have the same name, and we rocommend for Your Lordship’s consideration
that, in default of somo Company tuking up the work of eonstruction, the Government do it
themselves with their prosent East Const staff as that staff become available by completing the
more northern work.  Bathing-ghauts and water-supply are the next ])oixxfs for which we
b;‘Speak YQHI‘ Liordship’s kind attention, anl althongh of less magnitude than the previous ones,
:0100{:““; of 'l‘,"’ I“'”_}‘lU foel a far deeper interest iu the:u. thanin n.nything'ulw. N()t.hing tO“'Ches

sely their daily comfort, and the greatest blessine that can be given them is good water
and means of bathing in the river. In both respects Bezvada is in an unsatisfactory state. In
the hot weather the wells are nearly dry and the canals are closed and the river is the only place
for bathing and washing purposes. The ghauts on the Kistua are quite insuflicient. The train-
ing banks and other stone work, when the ICistna is full, make the ditculty greator, and the
work of washing clothes and bathing more dangerous Wo therefore beg that more ghauts may
be provided, for in no way could money be better speut. Regarding water-supply, there are
two plans—one by Mr. Jones and the other by Mr. Spring.  Mr Spring's plan comes incidentally
as part of the bridge arrangements. It possesses three virtues : — Lst, Small cost; 2nd, Is cf‘P“bl,e
of rugul execution ; 3rd, Will give more escellent water than any other plan. Agninst it
may bo put tho fact that it is a very small schemo; but as time goes 9% it could be
ian'led or supplemented by Me. Jones” or any other schemoe. A Municipality noeds fime
'I?hiietbelilr?glt]t:) :?Kiltlf)l;. We therefore incline to Mr. Spring’s plan as the f?t}l“"l“[‘(":e Ol;?g.‘
Your Lordshin t mo. w1'en Mr,‘.bprmgs plzu'x must bo‘ either :.u:lwpt.ml or r«f)]m‘ Lt;,nd- ipes

ivin ship to give its merits and demerits your k!ud eonsideration. A few s P th,
giving a g()o.d supply of pure water, would be a real blessing to all classes, and ospocmlly to he
gﬁ‘ﬁ‘;e élﬁ?}l‘flth’at Cclosoly affects the mercantile people of this distriet 19 the ‘trafllifeilt' of t g
beliove Mr lluﬁ:i: mlltrlt to Bezvéda as the more suitable and ('-on\jmll(‘"tv place n{)thu:l at 8
low cost, facilitato (-:Ou make some useful extersions in the navigation S’v;tf’jln n,nfltor u.llli's the
choapost, \Ve(buli;,\ff:[;l}m?ftltmn‘ where it 18 mm:h \'vu.ntml. by \\':l't(‘r,l\vll‘l( -lkin(r]m.!ll Canal,
and o woul L l“‘/o o lu.Lm ;!(})1}1(1 make some useful nﬂ[\rn\:q-mvnts lll't 1'e : luM };’3 M o of it
by putting in 10({-}“ wh}r} OT¢ T np to_crmsnlcr what a s'plnnr.hd water-way (]:"fmm Madras are
brought 1y 1t ot il .vm 1ch1 would retain the water at high .tlde lmv.-l_ lnIm. s from |t cholora,
which in past yonrs ‘:' cheap rate. We regrot to have to inform Your Lords (lr‘ “ this year
though i 2 as onvly too prevalent in Bezvéda, has visited the town agan s YO0
ghin a mild form. We believe tl his i : ; he cramped position of the old
town, surrounded by Lill ' ve that this s }.m.rtl) due to the l” D ers Recontly
our esteomed Collostor :011)1 two sides m’nl by l‘hw river u.n'd canal }):}"k\‘ on theo -t‘ . X sals

ubmitted to Your h.\'ccllcncy in Council certain importun propos
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