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L I y to ﬁorvarﬁment, dated@ﬂth May 1892 G «No.

have the honour to submit wthe. enoloaed aeport of the Commxmonen
i, varification of registors under Chapter ¥ of the Births, Deaths and

B ’Eegan-atmn Act, 1886. on the eompletion of the work ass:gned to them.

2. The tiie originally fixed for the submission of the wegisters to my office nndet :
pectioff 32 of Act, VI of 188§ was 12 months from the date on which theddet was
. brought into foros, viz., lat October 1888, Thp time s _subsequently extended‘by
. Act XVI of 1890 til ' 16k March 1881, Thmz Aix registers were received hefore |
" 1af Ucotober 1889 and.none after that dater Of these 38 registers, ﬁwmremmedm 1o
~ the senders under the instructions issued by the Government of India in their letter, :
.dated 13th June 1890, No, 812, Home Departmant (Judml), communioated in GO o
- dated Sgd July 1890, No. 476, lic, and the JYemaininig 30 regmteu haye been Mg b
, mth the Commuuonm i manner desoribed in - their. report,  No registery
egs b the cle:gy ‘e!‘the Chumh of England were forwarded for vahmm
Q. ., March 1891, No, 224, Pablic
{*ﬁf ~ .. 8. Tweniy-five: oulef the 82 registery exanﬂned by the Gommummn ,J';
. registerd received from Christian Mjssionaries in the Mysore territory. ' In tegard
. these regmt:ers I beg to report that the Commissioners have renotved thata g
Be entered in t#h descriptive lists that the vahhtim made by Mhﬁ
"‘tn sualwof the entries in the registacs us ?fﬂmﬁﬁ jeuta
to diftérentiate thy entries velating to ﬁym&j,
: Wbéects The Commissioters have further fequest
*“1iotioe of Government in view to 1
. atidh by the: L‘ommiﬁionm of themu
mtﬁes xelaunato yoome [
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. Rdap 10% OrvER o7 GOVERNMENT, DATED
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I A . | | GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. -

BT » . e * PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Resp—the following papers :—

From M.R.Ry. .S. SRINIVASA RAGHAVAIYANGAR, Avargal Dewan
*  Bahadur, Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated 30th May 1892, G. No. 153,

_ I have the honour to submit the enclosed report of the Commissioners é.ppointed
: B . : for the verification of registers under Chapter V of the Births, Deaths and Marriages
SO o : Registration Act, 1886, on the completion of the work assigned to them. .

' ' o 2. The time originally fixed for the submission of the registers to my office under

_ o section 32 of Act VI of 1886 was 12 months from the date on which the Act was
S EERATRY S : C S . brought into force, viz., 1st October 1888. The time was subsequently extended by |

e ORE S e o Act XVI of 1890 till 31st March 1891. Thirty-six registers were received before '

R At 1 , o : : " 1st Uctober 1889 and none after that date. Of these 36 registers, 6 were returned to

- oy é 2% .- fp - . PR the senders under the instructions issued by the Government of India in their letter,

* Cunnexe No,

et o dated 13th June 1890, No, 812, Home Department (Judicial), communicated in G.0.,

o ; : dated 3rd July 1890, No. 476, Public, and the remaining 30 registers have been dealt
with by the Commissioners in the manner described in their. report. No registers
kept by the clergymen of the Church of England were forwarded for validation under
G.0., dated 23rd March 1891, No. 224, Publie.’ ‘

o .
: A , 8. Twenty-five. ouf of the 32 registers examined by the Commissioners were
S o ' registers received from Christian Missionaries in the Mysore territory. 1In regard to
- - these registers 1 beg to report that the Commissioners have resolved that a note shoauld

N y ‘ o S o be entered in the descriptive lists that the validation made by them has reference only
o o - Y : ‘ “to such-of the entries in the registers as relate to British subjects, it being impossible
: T e e : ' to differentiate the entries relating to Mysore subjects from those relating to British

subjects. The Commissioners have further requested me to bring the matter to the

notice of Government in view to steps being taken to have it declared that the valid-

o - o .
.. BTATSMANY WITR DITTO.

N
]

J

Oxpru, &c., OF GOVERNMENT~ A,

o ation by the Commisgioners of the registers shall haye the same legal force as regards
: ’ .,  entries relating to Mysore subjects as it has with regard to entries relating to British
; oF" Govansians B ) . _ subjects. This course, it is believed, will make the registers admissible as evidence
i AR ' - : SN . without question both in the British and Mysore Courts of Justice under section 32 of
B P S R . the Indian Evidence Act. ‘
e e 4. In thair loter, dated tho 20th Fobruary 1890, No. 233, Home Dpartment
T parsat v or i pasyATOn ¥ oimneay - ' Judicial), the Government of India stated that it might be a useful provision that the
' Ij"‘-“‘.'x:::t')::g:;)?m T PATATIN [ oL, “ o, gommissi(’mers should make a nominal list of the persons whose births, deaths or
U ' S ’ . : ‘ marriages are recorded in the registers submitted, to them with a reference to the
- R o BERNE : particular register in which the record is contained, and that if the persons who had
L produced the registers did not consent to their retention, it would be desirable that
. v e < ' copies of the registers should be made for deposit in tI}e office of the Registrar-Gene-
. ) Lo S o . ral unless the cost of copying them would be prohibitive. Subsequently, however,
’ | N ' ‘ the Government of India, in their letter to the Bombay Government, dated 13th June
e S 1890, No. 811, Home Department (Judicial), stated that it was not proposed to
des coni é - A prescribe by the rules to be made under clause (¢), section 36 of the Act the prepara-
Co . Order comiplete. &F % J S TRy tion of & nominal list, but that it was considered desirable that'such a list should be
., Nusoes or-corrss  Latter only, 3 :j L , R o prepared (and roughly tested), in the case of Europeans but not of Eurasians or Native .
e maemn] | mplete it Tatr o B, 2@?’ L Chrjstians, from those registers only Yvhlch were to be returged to -their custodians,
AL A = Print in‘tall. , R
L B = Not to bo printed.” S o .
PR :? / » P = Print abstract only.b o - .
R o C'U‘n e Q@=Print heading only. ¢ e .
X . T B = Print, but not for montkly volyme. - . o .
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The preparation of such a nominal list however is impracticable, as the names of.
Furasians and of some Native Christians can hardly be distinguished from those of
Europeans, and the registers themselves do not contain information which would make
it possible to determine the nationality of the persons concerned. Moreover it is
doubtfal whether such a list will answer the purpose intended, as it does not seem to
fall within the provisions of section 85, clause (1) of thé Act.

5. In the notification, dated 10th February 1891, No. 662-1., Foreign Depart-
ment, I have been appointed as the sole Commissioner for verifying the registers from
the Hyderabad State, while under Home Department Notification, dated 4th March

1892, No. 306, Judicial, the certificate required by section 34 (3) of Act VI of 1886
should be signed by not less than two Commissioners. No register, however, was
received for validation from the Hyderabad territories and no work had to be done by.

me under the notifications above referred to,

6. In my letter, dated 10th May 1890, No. 163-G, T reported to Government
that the cost of copying the 30 registers, which are all required by their owners to be
returned them, would amount to not more than Rs. 300. As no orders have been
passed on the subject, I presume that Government does not contemplate that the work
of copying should be carried out. Even if copies.of the registers are to be main-
tained in my office, it seems doubtful whether certified copies of those copies can be
granted to applicants under section 39.

7. As the registers have all to be returned to their custodians, these gentle
have, under section 35, sub-section (2), to be authorized to grant éertiﬁedgcopie;nzr;
entries in the registers. . )

8. Tn case the custodians of the registers should be authorized as .
section 35, sub-section (2), I propose to append to each register or POl‘?ifg;e(s)?]i :?Qer
ter, next to the certificate prescribed by section 34, sub-section (3), an extract ;gls-
the descriptive list relating to it for inspection, under bection 35, clause (1), by ct from
applying to the custodians of the registers for certified copies of entries t,hey Persoils
this connectior I have the honour to bring to the notice of Government th A re;ln. n
registers are returned to the owners, there will be no record left in m afﬁw en the
entries in tho registers excepting the descriptive lists which do not confy. office of the
mation regarding the names of the persons to whom the entries relate aln any infor-

9. Lastly, I have the honour to request the sanction o
clerk who prepared the descriptive lists the full amount of
sanctioned in G.0., dated 6th June 1891, No. 446, Public.

f Governinent to pay the
the honorarium (Rs. 100)°

———
EnNcrosurgs.

the Registrar-General and others, to the Chief 8
pom ‘9th May 1892, ecretary to Govemment, dated Madras,

We the undersigned Commissioners appointed by notificati
Home Department (J udicial), dated 17th October 1{590’ No. i%g:;oi (:cl;ex a‘(r}no.vel'nment of India,
records of baptisms, marriages, burials, &e., forwarde@ to the Regi’s brur-Go ne 1the reixsters and
Presidency under section 32 of Act VI of 1886, having now executed th neral for tho Madras
to us, beg to report as follows. ) ‘ ' © commission assigned
9. The following 30 registers received under the sectio

Registrar-General before us for examination :— n above quoted were placed by the

N Number of
From the Rev. W. H. G. Herre, Evangelical Luth .. registers.
Do. J. {udson, Wesleyan Mission, B:;a;allgrl:sm“’ Bangalore. |
Do. g‘d P. che, I;]oxﬁioon M{l;sionﬂl'y Society Bangnlz);e .o 15
. i 0se ng, Ssion : . 9
Do lb:,(t’gre p . g ndon Mlsslonary Society, Coim-

o .. . 5

Total . E

—
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3. Our first meeting to settle the lines on which the examination was to be conducted was

. held on the 18th April 1891, and the registers were examined at several subsequent meetings.

As the entries to be examined numbered upwards of 10,000, the plan adopted was to divide the
work of serutinizing the entries amang the several Commissioners, each Commissioner under-
taking to go carefully through every entry in the registers entrusted to him -and noting sich of
them as appeared to be not sufficiently trustworthy to be accepted with reference to the-general
principles agreed upon beforehand. The question of the admissibility of the entries.as noted was

then discussed at several meetings and the decision of the Commissioners taken thereon.

4. With the exception of the 5 registers received from the Rev. Sidney J. Long, the others
relate to marriages, baptisms, burials, &c., of Christians in the Mysore territory and the Civil
and Military station of Bangalore. &Some of the entries in these registers, and especially
those relating to Kiropeans, unquestionably relate to subjects of Her Majesty, and as such are
within our cognizance under Act V1 of 1886, while a great many others relate to persons who
are subjects of the Mysore State. As the gentlemen who sent the registers for examination
stated that they were unable to differentiate between entries relating to these two classes of
persons and as we had no means of singling out the entries relating to the subjects of Her
Majesty, we had tochose between rejecting the registers as a whole or accepting them as a whole.
We decided to adopt the latter course, as otherwise such of the persons as were interested in
getting the entries relating to British subjects validated by the Commissioners would be deprived
of the benefit of the provisions of section 32 of the Act. We have at the same.time requested the
Registrar-General to take steps in view to the Mysore Government being moved to accept our
validation and certification of the registers as.of the same legal force as regards entries relating to
Mysore subjects as they are with regard to British subjects. This may possibly necessitate
legislation by-the Mysore Government. In this connection we may note what appears to us to be
an unintentional omission in Act VI of 1886, viz., that section 35, sub-section (2), while declaring
that certificd-copies of entries in registers verified by the Commissioners are admissible in evidence,
says nothing as regards the admissibility of the registers themselves. The corresponding English
Act, Statute 3 and 4 Vietoria, Chapter 92, makes express provision for the original registers
themselves being admissible as evidence.

5. As regards the custody from which the registers sent to us have been produced, as also
their authenticity, we have relied on the statements contained in the letters of the gentlemen who
sent the registers for examination to the effect that they have been all along kept among the
records of the missions to which they belong. These statements we see no reason to discredit
and moreover, as pointed out by the Government of India in their letter, dated the 13th June
1890, No. 811, paragraph 3, Act VI of P886, makes no provision for the examination of witnesses
on oath, all that it requires being an expression of opinion by the Commissioners as to the
accuracy and fidelity of the registers based on a perusal of® the registers themselves and such
documentary evidence as accompanies them.” Such portions or entries in tho registers as
appeared to us to have been made in 8o grossly careless a manner as to seriously affect their
trustworthiness were rejected by us. In some cases the entries made in the registers were not.
in chronological order and this is accounted for in the following manner. The clergymen who
go on a long tour of visitation sometimes have to leave the registers at their head-quarter stations
and in such cases they enter in the registers, after their return, baptisms or burials performed
or marriages solemmnized by them at the out-stations from notes kept by them. Meanwhile,
baptisms, burials and martiages performed by clergymen at the head-quarters are also entered in
the registers and thus the entries are frequently not in chronological order. 'We have accepted
such entries except in cases in which the interval between the date of the entries and the date of
the occurrences was o great as to deprive the entries of all evidential value. In some cases
where the entries contained obvious clerical errors, we have not on that account rejected them but
have noted in the remarks column of the descriptive lists the errors found. Entries relating to
« gonfirmations ”’ and “ receptions ”’ found in the registers have been rejected by us as not falling
within the purview of section 32 of the Act.

6. For the purposes of rules 8 and 7 of the mules framed under section 36 (¢) and (f) of the
Act, seals bearing the following inscriptions have been made :—* Blank,” * Erasure,” * Inter-
lineation,” “Copy,” and * Alteration.” The seal bearing the word “ Blank” has been utilized
for marking both blank spaces and blank pages in the rdgisters. The seal with the inseription
« Alteration ” has been used to denote cases of corrections and alterations not falling under the
heads of ¢ Krasures”’ and *Interlineations ” and an additional column has been opened in the
lists for showing ¢ Alterations.” For denoting * True Copies”’ a seal bearing the word  Copy **
has been made as being smaller in size than one with the words * True Copy.”

7. In conclusion, we regret the delay in the completion of the work, which was unavoidable,
as some of the Commissioners are travelling officers and as the presence of ull the four Commis-
sioners was necessary to constitute a quorum, meetings could not be held as ofteri as was desirable.
The examination of the registers was completed in November last and the preparation of" the
descriptive lists and the affixing of the seals referred to in the preceding paragraph to the
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. und in them ang. entering notes of they
_ in the descriptive lists have required great care and consequently taken mych time, '

(Signed) g, SRIN1 VASARAGHAVAIYAN GAR,

( ) E. H. oxSILVA egistrar-Generai,
) d . B
) , » - C’atlzoh'c' Priest,

¢ » ) H. C. KINg,
A4g. Registrar of the Diocese,

( ») o PEATTIE,
L J

———

Proceepines of a meeting of the Commissioners 8ppointed by the Governor-
under Notification, dated 17th October 1890, No 1523, Home Depart
the examination of registers and records forwarded *to the Registrar-Genera] of Births,

Deaths and Marriages for the Madrag Presideuoy under section 32 of Act VI of 1886 ag
amended by Act X VI of 1890,

General in Couneil

IL. Asthe registers or records or portions of registers or retords validated by the Commis.
sioners and entered in the descriptive lists above referred to contain entries relatip g to subjects of

Commissionerg
Resolved :—

(1) that a note be entered in the descriﬁtive lists to the effect that the validation by the

Commissioners has reference to only such of the entries in the registers or records mentioned in
: the gaid descériptive lists ag relate to British subjects ; and

registers or records so ¢ th late to etr' © said registers or records or portions of
B18ters or records so far ag the re entries regarding By : T
ev1gdenoe In British Courts of J M’Zice‘ . [o&arding British subjeots are admissible in

(Bigned) . E H DESILVA,
Catholie Priest,
( ») H. C.»KING,
4g. Registrar of the Diogese,

(») I PEATTIE,

(» ) = SRINIVASARAGBAVAIYANGAR,
: Legistray. General,
H_-, -

From the Oﬁiciating Becretary to the Gov. _
. dnted 16th June 1899, No, 830 rament of India (Home Department),

OrpER—dated 24th Jyne 1892, No, 431, I"nblic, :

The foregoing papers wil] be forwarded to the @3 '
L B B 0 o 1,
fo tg being declared that the validation by 4, Commissioners g the r istorn 'v}te‘ﬁr
havé the same legal force as regards entrieg relating t, Mysore Subjeets egl?t <}alrs sha
regard to entries relat}ng to British subjectg, Attention will g sOJ b l_is _1t das Wlltlh
matter brought to notice at the end of paragraph 4 of th, ioners’ ;2 ert to the

2. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Registrar—General’s lettor port.
that4f certified copies could not be granteq ;

. . om the ¢q .
sppears to be no necessity for copying them, Pies of the €gisters there

ment (J udicial), fop.

subjects shall be receivable in evidence in’

it ig remarked .

5
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. graph 7 of his letter, istrar-General’s letter is
reference to paragrap R agraph 3 of the Registra - 9 is
4. The ﬁglire' “1323 :-;-olrn ilel‘e ‘1‘ gf) .?’ar '%hep sanction’ requested in paragraph 9 i
ica . .
apparently a cler

’ e 1892.
accorded. [Here enter No. 432, dated 24th June . ]

(True Extract.)

. ' Chief Secretary.

To tt Rogistrar-Generallof Births, Deaths and Marriages.
o the Regis

, Aceountant General.
4 .

Exd_ A,. Raitt.
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Births, -Deaths and Marriages
Registration Act VI of 1886.

Passing orders on letter. from the Registrar-
- (eneral submitting the report of the Commis-
sioners appointed for the verification of registers
sent in under section 32 of the —.
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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Lerrer—{rom : : .
Tae CHIEF SECRETARY 1o tHE GOVERNMENT oF
o FORT Sr. GEORGE,

To

Tug SECRETARY 1o tae GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
’ HoME DEPARTMENT.

SR,

T am directed to forward copy of the proceedings of this Government, No. 43/,
of this date, embodying the report of the Commissioners appointed for this Presi-
dency for the purpose of examining and verifying registers sent in under section 32 of
Act VI of 1886—the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act.

2. 1 am to invite particular attention to the matters brought to notice in para-
graph 4 of the report, and to request that, should there be no objection, the necegsary
steps may be taken in view to its being declared that the validation by the Commis-
sioners of .the registers shall have the same legal force as regards’ entries relating to

Mysore subjects as it has with regard to entries relating to British subjects.

3. As the Commissioners were appointed by the Government of India, their
gratuitous services have not been acknowledged by this Government.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant, '

Fort St. GEORGE, :
24th June 1892.  ° ’ Chief Secretary.

Exd. A. Raitt,

..
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From the Government of -
Fort 81, George.

Jssued

Reed, Enei.

Letter, 24th June 1892, No. 432,

— T T T

* JUNE

Births, Deaths a.nd Marna.ges
~ Registration Act VI of 1886.

Forwarding copy of proceedings of this Govern-
ment embodying the report of the Commmswners
appointed for the verification of registers sent in
under section 32 of — and requesting that steps
may be taken in view to its being declared that
the validation by the Commissioners of the regis-
ters shall have the same legal®force as regards
entries relating to Mysore subjects as it has with
regard to those relating to British subjects,
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mv ge,‘,m ‘7% ’ ‘f me I\IR Ry S. SRI;\?IVASLX RAGHAVAIYANGAR, Avargal, Dewan

o co Bahaduy, Registrar-General of Births, Deaths ang Marriages, Madras, to the
‘//%ﬂ' A ' L Chief Secretary to Government, dated 50ty May 1892, G. No, 153,

I have the honour to submit the eneclosed report of the Commissioners appointed
2: for the verification of registers under Chupter V of the Births, Deaths ang Marriages

‘ fw Lane Registration Act, 1886, on the cqmplction of ﬂ'IG.WOl‘k assigned to then, ‘
/Z &7 / 2. The time (jriginally fixed for the submission of the registers to my office under
| 7.~~ seetion 32 of Aet VI of 1886 was 192 months from the date on whicl, the Aet wag
'#. - PSPy brought into foree, viz, Tst October IS5S. The time wasg subsm}uoutly extended by
Act XVI of 1890 i 31st March 1891, Thirty-six registers were received bhefore
Ist ctober 1889 and none "oy that date.  Of these 36 registers, G were returned to
%:’l/{'ﬂ L5275 . the senders under the mstructions issued by the Government of India in theiy letter,
/ dated 13th June L1890, No. S12, Home Department (Judicial), communicated ip G.0,
~ - dated 3rd July 1890, No. 476, Public, and the remaring 50 registers have been dealt
E - > with by the Commissioners in the manner described in {heip report. No registers
‘9 c-v :‘70 - » kept by the clergymen of the Chureh of 1‘1ng]gnu,l were forwarded for validation under
‘ : ‘ G.O., dated 23vd Mareh 1891, No. 224, Pullic.
3. Twenty-five out of the 32 registors exXamined by the C‘ommissioners were
N registers received from Christian Missionarics i the Mysore territory. I regard to
' these registers [ beg to report that the Comnriissionors have resolved that a note should
be entered in the deseriptive Hsts that the validation made by them hag referenco on]
to such of the entries in the registers as relate to British subjects, it being impossihle
to differentiate the entries relating to Mysore subjeets from those relating to British
subjects.  The Commissioners have further requested me to bring the mattep to the
" notice of Govermmnent in view to steps being taken to have it declared that the valid-
ation by the Commissioners of the registers shall haye the same legal force ag regardg
entries relating to Mysore subjeets as it has with regard to entrios relating to Britigl
'suijcts. This course, it is bu}{'(s.vml, will make the registers admissible ag evidenee
\ without question hoth iu the British and Mysore Courts of Justice under scetion 82 of
‘ the Indian Evidenco Aet,
) 4. In their Ietter, dated the 204} February 1890, No. 233, Home Department
! (Judicial), the Government of Indig ’state(@ that it might be a usefy] provision that the
Commissioners should make a non}lnzzl Hist of_ the persong whose births, deaths op
marriages are recorded in the registers subml.tmd to them with a reference to the
particular register in which the record 1s contuined, an.d th'at if the persons who had
produced the registers did not consent to thmx" retention, l.t wgu}d be desirablo that
copies of the registers s]mu}d be made for deposit in _ﬂ.xo. office of the Registrar-Gane.
ral unless the cost of copying t!iom would he prohibitive, Subsoqucntly, however,
the Government of India, in their lotter i’n_ 1}10 Bomb:zy Govm:nmont, dated 13th June
‘ 1890, No. 811, Home Department (Judicial), statod. thag it was not Proposed 1q
prescribe by the rules to be made under (:lapse (»), seetion 36 of the Act'the Preparg-
tion of a nominal list, but that it was con.?-(d‘ored desirable that suely a list should pe
prepared (and roughly tcst.cd), mthe case of Kuropeans hut not of 1‘]111‘:131‘;1115 or Natiye
Clristians, from those registers only which were to e returned to thepp custodians,
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Excrosvre.

to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras,

hers
From the Registrar-General and others, 16 W =

Comm ificatio ’ 1ent of India
L er gty No. 132 )Of N G‘f‘;}“‘"?}’: registers :m(i
. S 8§ 1 ) v EOR oxanine Ve stors
I‘SlgnOd 0 1851 ~th October 1890, No. 1523, to (,\‘u o t’]" oo and
e S led to the Reoistrar-treneral for the ) alra
. - Wardle -t Nt A \
burials, &e., for warde: ow exeruted the commission assigned
Act VI of 1886, having now e
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unde C

N e t (Judicial),

Home Departmen cial).

records of baptisms, m.mn:;;; s
Presilency under section 32
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ing ¢ oriste
r lowing 30 reg e
2. The fo fore us for examination :

Cumber of
i ol bel I\unﬂ ro
Reglstrar-Gencr e
e ran Mission, Bangalore. 1
1. G. Herre, Evangelieal Luﬂ:nmn M , I N
From the Rev. W 1. Weslevan Mission, Dangalore - b
D T, Hucson, Won Missionary Soeiery, Bangalore oo
. 5. 7. Rice, London Missionary Sovter B i
Do. ORI e, Liong, London Missionary Soviety, € N
D Sidney Joseph Liong, L " - 5
O. . . . . . .«

batore .. . »
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onour to request the sanction of Government h/)ll' 1)10“)
] e ar g
full amount of the bonorarium (R

j i ; ted were placed by the
wport as follow . ) R
beg to 1P rs received under the scction 1

3

3. Our first meeting to settle the lines on which the examination was to be conducted was
held on the 18th April 1891, and the registers were examined at several subsequent meetings, -
As the entries to be examined numbered upwards of 10,000, the plan adopted was to divide the
work of serutinizing tho entries among the several Commissioners, each Commissioner under.
taking to go carefully through every entry in the registers entrusted to him and noting such of
them as appeared to be not sufliciently trustworthy fo be accepted with reference to the general
principles agreed upon beforshand. The question of the admissibility of the entrjes as noted wag
then discussed at several meetings and the decision of the Commissioners taken thereon,

4. With the exception of the 5 registers received from the Rev. Sidney J. Long, the otherg
relate to marriages, baptisms, burials, &e., of Christians in the Mysore territory and the Civi]
and Military station of Bangalore.  Some -of the entries in these registers, and especially
those relating to Kuropeans, unquestionably relate to subjects of Her Majesty, and as such are
within our cognizance under Act V1 of 1886, while a great many others relate to persons who
are subjects of the Mysore State. As the gentlemen who sent the registers for examination
stated that they were unahle to differentiate befweoen entries relating to these two classes of
persons and as we had no means of singling out the entries relating to the subjects of Hep
Majesty, we had to chose botween rejecting the registers as a whole or accepting them as g whole.
We docided to adopt the latter course, as otherwise such of the Persons as were interested in
getting the entries relating to British subjects validated by the Commissioners would be deprived
of the benefit of the provisions of section 42 of the Act. We have at the same time requested the
Registrar-General to tako steps 1n view to the Mysore Government being moved to aceept our

ificati i . 8 : '
Ypiati m and certification of the registers as of the same legal foree asregards entrieg relating to

=)

Mysore subjects as they are with regard to Dritish subjects.  This may possibly necessitate
legislation Ly the Mysove Governmont. In this connection we may note what appears to us to b
an unintentional omission in Act VI of 1886, viz., that section 33, sub-section (2), while declaring
that certified copies of entrics in registers verified by the Commissioners are admissible in evidence,
says nothing as regards the admissibility of the registers themselvos, The corresponding English
Act, Statute 3 and 4 Victoria, Chaptor 92, makes express provision for the original registers
themselves being admissiblo as evidence,

5. As regards the custody from which the registers'sent to us have been produced, as alsg
their authenticity, we have relied on the statements containe ] in the letters of the gentlemen who
sent e registers for examination to the cffuct that they have been al] along kept among the
records of the missions to whiel, they belong,  These stafements we sce no reason to discredit
aud morcover, ag pointed out by the Government of India in their lotter, dated the 13th June
1890, No. 811, paragraph & Act VI of 1886, makes no provision for the examination of witnesses
on oath, all that it requires being an expression of opinion by the Commissioners as to the
aceuracy and fidelity of the registers based on o perusal of the registers themselves and such
documentary evidenes as accompanies them. Such Portions or entries “in the registers ag
appeared to us to have been made in 50 grossly carcless a nanner as to seriously affect their
trustworthiness were rejected by us.  In some easos the entries made in the registers were not,
n chronological order and this 1s accounted for in the following manner. The clergymen who
80 on a long tour of visitation sometimes have to leave the registers at their head-quarter stations’
and in snch cases they enter in the registers, after their return, baptisms or burials performed
Or marriages solemnized by them at the out-stations from notes kept by them, Meanwhﬂ.e,
baptisms, burials and marriages performed by clergymen at the head-quarters are also entered in
the registers and thus the entries are frequently not in chronological order. '\Ve have accopted
such entries except in cases in which the interval betheGn t'he date of the entries and the date of
the oceurrences was so great as to deprive the entries of all evidential value. ) In some cases
where the entries contained obvions elerical errors, we have not on that aceount rejected them but
have noted in the remarks colnmn of the descriptive Iists the errors found.  Entries relating to
“ confirmations > and ¢ receptions ” found in the registers have been rejected by us as not falling
within the purview of section 82 of the Act,

6. For the purposes of rules 6 and 7 of the rules framel under seetior,l,36 (¢) and (f) of the
Act, scals bearing the following inseriptions have.beqn made :—* Blank, ""Emsure,” & I.n’ter-
lineation,” “ Copy,” and “ Alteration.” The seal bearing the word”“ Blank Qs been utilized
for marking both blank spaces and blank pages in thp registers. lh(? seal with t}le Inseription
“ Alteration ” has been used to denote cases of corrections and alterations not talling under the
hetds of “ Krasures” and “Intcrl_inmtions_” a.n'd an ridd}tlo’rzal column h.as been opened in the
lists for showing « Alterations.” _ For denoting « I'rue Copios ” a ,s?al bo‘armg’the word ¢ Copy
has been made as being smaller in size than one with the words “ T'rue Copy.

7. In conclusion, we regret the delay in the completion of the work, whish Wwas unavoidable,
as some of the Commissioners are travelling officers and as the presence of wll the four Commis-
sioners was necessary to eonstitute a poram, mestings eonld not ho held as often as was desirable,
The examination of the registers was eamblated in )If)v<>rn}fxr lTast ani the preparation of the

1 M 1v1 o T s, > e . R :
deseriptive lists and the aflixing of the scals referred to in the precelin g paragraph to tne
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( ) 1. C. KING,
K Ag. Registrar of the Diocese,

( . ) J.C PEATTIE

: 1 by the Governor-Gieneral in Couneil
] the Commissioners appointes
PR e T }’no(tt:lllg f{fm & 17th October 1280, No 1523, Home Department (Judicial), for
uuler Mot 1;;1)11\)(6 I‘((“Tl\tﬂl\ and records forwarded to the Registrar-General of Births,
fI})10 :‘]\'m::i{“ arriages 1<>x the Madras Presideney under secetion )2 of Act VI of 1886 as
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Mysore Government :((, far (‘L\ they 1elate to Mysore subjeets shall 1 b recivady l‘ O evideneo in
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(Sigll(?“l) E . LSTILVAL
(w”//“m_ I’lt" st

( ) H. €. KING,
Ay, Beyistrar of the Diogrse.

L) 1.C. PEATTIE,
(. ) S SRINIVASARAGHAVAIYANGAR.
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b . GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

2
f

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

f From M.R.Ry. 8. SRINIVASA RAGHAVAIYANGAR, Avargal, Dewan
Bahadur, Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated 30th May 1892, G. No. 153,

I have the honour to submit the enclosed report of the Commissioners appointed
for the verification of registers under Chapter V of the Births, Deaths and Marriages
Registration Act, 1836, on the completion of the work assigned to them.

/_,7 P ‘ 9. The time originally fixed for the submission of the registers to my office under
Vo 'Z‘ Q/(’c .. //: 7 q S seetion 32 of Act VI of 188G was 12 months from the date on which the Act was
L < ‘f/ A “o v ' brought inte force, viz., 1st October 1888, The time was subsequently extended by
T T ' Act XVI of 1890 till S1st March 1891, Thirty-six registers were received before
1st etober 1889 and none after that date.  Of these 30 registers, 6 were returned to
the senders under the instructions issued by the Govermmeut of India in their letter,
dated 18th June 1890, No. 812, Home Department (Judicial), communicated in G.O.,
dated 3rd July 1890, No. 476, Public, and the remaining 30 registers have been dealt
with by the Commissioners in the manner deseribed in their report. No registers
kept by the clergymen of the Church of England were forwarded for validation under

G.0., dated 23rd March 1891, No. 224, Public.

3. Twenty-five out of the 32 registers cxamined by the Commissioners were
registers received from Christian Missionaries in the Mysore territory. In regard to
these registers I beg to report that the Comniissioners have resolved that a note should
be entered in the descriptive lists that the validation made by them has reference only
to such of the entries in the registers as relate to DBritish subjects, it being impossible
to differentiate the entries relating to Mysore subjects from those relating to British
subjects. The Commissioners have further requested me to bring the matter to the
notice of Government in view to steps being taken to have it declared that the valid-
ation by the Clommissioners of the registers shall have the same legal force as regards
entries relating to Mysore subjects as it has with regard to entries relating to British
subjects. This course, it is believed, will make the registers admissible as evidence
without question both 1 the Dritish and Mysore Courts of Justice under section 32 of
the Indian Evidence Act.

4. In their letter, dated the 20th February 1890, No. 233, Home Department
(Judicial), the Government of India stated that it might be a useful provision that the
(lommissioners should make a nominal list of the personus whose births, deaths or
marriages are recorded in the registers submitted to them with a reference to the
particular register. in wh‘ieh the record is contained, and that if the persons who had
produced the registers did not consent to their retention, it would be desirable that
copies of the registers should be made for deposit in the office of the Registrar-Gene-

4 ol unless the cost of copying them would be prohibitive. Subsequently, however,
the Government of India, in their letter to the Bombay Government, dated 13th June
1890, No. 811, Home Department (Judicial), stated that it was not proposed to
preseribe by the rules to be made under clause (¢), section 36 of the Act the prepara-
tion of a nominal list, but that it was considered desirable that such a list should be
prepared (and roughly test.(x.d), in the case of Europeans but not of Kurasians or Native
(liristians, from those registers only which were to_be returned to their custodians.
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PARTMENT.

PUBLIC DE

RY TO THE GOVERNMENT oF
FORT Sr. GEORGE,

Tog
To
Tur SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Houe DEPARTMENT.

mment, No. 43/,

ted for this Presi-

1gs of this Gove
cction 92 0

ppow

proceedir
o Comissioners a
mt in under s

erifying registers s
ages Registration ct.

SIR,

1 am directed to forward copy of the
of this date cmbodying the yeport of th
dency for the purpose of examining and v
Act VI of 1886 —the Births, Deaths and Marri

9. { am to invite particular attention to *he matters brought to potiee in pard-
graph 4 of the report, and to request that, should there be 10 objection, the neecessary
steps may be taken in view o its being Jdeclared that the validation by the (ormnmis-
sioners of the registers shall have the same legal force as regards entries relating to
Mysore subjects a3 it has with regard to entries relating to Pritish subjocts.

3. As the (‘ommissioners were appointed by the Government of India, their
gratuitous cervices have not been acknowledged by this Government.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
4
i

9 o Q/
b 5
Chict Secretary.

Forr St. Groneh
24 June 1592 Ad
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Dated May, 16th.
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G. 0., 16th May 1892 No. 1506 W.

MAY.

Latrine

The Supcrintending Engineer, V Circle,
requested to submit an estimate of the cost
of a — for the Teachers’ college at Said4-
pet based on the revised plan of the S anitary
Board ; the attention of officers of the de-
partment drawn to the proper procedure
for the submission of plans and estimates,
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2 16t May 1892, No. 1506 W., PusLic WoRks.

Order—dated 25th April 1892, No. 349, Educational.

The plan submitted by the Sanitary Board is approved and will be transferred
{)0 'tlhe Public Works Department for preparation of estimates and construction of the
utlding.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) A. BUTTERWORTI,., oy

Acting Under-Sédrctaryi 7

x

Note by the Chief Engincer, Public Works Depurtment.

These papers relate to ap estimate for the construction of a latrine for the
Teachers’ college, Saiddpet.

2. The procedure adopted in obtaining the plan and estimate has been through-
out at variance with Public Works Code rulings :—

(1s¢) The Dircctor of Public Instruction called on the Kxecutive Engineer
for .ﬂle estimate, instead of which he should have applied to Government for approval
to its preparation showing cause why the proposed building should be constructed
(vide para. 987 of the Cude).  Two “similar cases have rccently been noticed by
Government— N

(¢) G.0., dated Sth April 1892, No. 296, Educational, in which the Consult-
g Architect is directed ;lnt to prepare estimates at the request of heads
of dvpurtnwnts, but only on approval of Government, .
(9) GO, duted 7eh April 1892 No. 112, Marine, in para. 2 of which the
?tte“ti(m of the Pro.\'i(lnm'v’ Port oflicer is ealled to the 11'r0gu]a‘r manner
m which he Procured an estimate ('l‘uricm'in pier) from the l,uxecu?lve
l?“gif“""' and he is direcod to adopt the proper channel of communica-
fon i future, 1t jg gpc0sted that o general order be passed in the
Public Department l'ssui;: instructions to all heads of departments on
the subject. = o
(2ndly) The Ixccutive Ergineer having prepared the estimate, sent 1t direct to
the Dircctor of Public Tnstruction instead of which he should have submitted it to
his Superintending Engincer (t'z',/c’l)al';;. 959. Public Works Code). The instructions
m this and the preceding Paragraph gpe Ct’mtinuu]ly overlooked, causing much un-
necessary correspondence apq delay, and. in G.0O.. No. 1836 W.. dated 6th July 189!,
thc_a attention of officers of the P“l‘)l’ic W‘“I‘]-q }ij(:,)'lrt!;l(‘llt s s’pcciu”y Jrawn to t'hls
point.  Ilad the rule been attended tg i, t\iw )II'ant instance. such a crude design
would pf‘()bably 1ot have come before Go.\'orm/ml'nfh ,
estimatgdgﬁzgu?&fc%?.“b"“sswll to Government in the Educational Dopartmen‘t, 'the
by the (zh' fF( o being tmpSfe”'Cd to the Public Works Department fonf serutiny
toy the salrfitaésglﬁiiidan(‘l‘,ﬁl‘lf}?osal (para. 9588, Public Works Co'do), was f‘mi:va'rt(lsg
another, which is now aéoo tl(ci ’liltll!:zlll)' coudonm.ed the dOSlgD‘ and su ‘rgl 'fe
on the fjoard’s design Tlp ed, and this department is gall('zd on to frftme an estima
regards the design 81‘m.der lO;e may not be much ()})J(\(ztmn to this procedure }as
Sanitary Engineer shoutd é‘L crence—y ]atri_u(_a.—but it appears ;moma{ous' th{}l‘f; t]io
Department, while z;t the Sa;:atl’led on to criticise the designs of the l\ltl]])l\wsqni(t);rs
Engineer’s designs. me this department is asked to criticise the S y
3. The undersigned submity that, to prevent delay, unnecessary correspondence
and tho S:lbtmsmou Of unsuitably dUSi"l’Js i‘ol'}u\'l('rnrm-,nt', ,t}m provisions of paras. 987,
988 and V39, Public Works Code, Sh?)uld be strietly enforced.

Mabras, ) e R
Signe . PENNYCUICK, Colonel, R.E.,
ud Moy Lavz ( e T Chief Engiucer, P.W. D,

e

e e ey

16rn May 1892, No. 1506 W., PubLic Works. 3

R e e e N N P B R e LV P P VAN N

Orprr—dated 16th May 1892, No. 1506 W., Public Works.

The Superintending Engineer, V Circle, will submit an estimate of the cost of a
latrine based on the revised plan prepared by the Sanitary Board.
.. 2. The suggestion at the end of clause (1), para. 2, of the Chief Engineer’s note
will be considered in the Public Department.
3. The attention of all officers of the Public Works Department is drawn to
para. 2 of G.0., No. 183¢ W., dated Gth July 1891.

(True Extract.)

7S &

Major, R. K.,
Under-Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

To the SuPerin§ending Engineer, V Circle, with five enclosures.

»» other Superintending Engineers.

»» the Conspltiug Architect to Government, .

» the Public Department with copies of notes by the Honorable Member.
» the Educationa] Department.

Exd. A. D. Xavier.
Spare Copics
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Goberument of Wadras.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

MEMORANDUM.

J/

Tre undermentioned documents ave forwarded to the ‘/fi (‘/é’cf
éé %a

0,943 %‘v W[ with reference 1o listetter-No. O30

dated /jza‘}m"c /FCAZ
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(By Order.)

A . ity

(';{nn‘u", Mabras, } Major, R.E.,
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.

Under Secretury /o Gueerument, P. W. D.
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