’

ORDINARY, PRINTED, '/

4 Z ]
- / 7 DIRPARTMENT. E 4
'G..(')‘, 15A;l kD ZL—‘J:fZJ )
Yo B

e

i .

(AN

£ }4 i} w
” bt

First copy sent to Livss. 2/

Returned for siguature. Z _ / ’; »

s

S

; f ' p : .
Despaiched ioprnt g, 5 N C/W 2 .
L. . o - / "“~~-~‘-».,
. v - }

.
Al
£




INDIA OFFICE ;

London, 25tk February 1892.

Publie (E_nligrvation).
No, 19.

To His Excellency the Most Honourable the Governor General of India in
Council. .

My LORD.MARQUIS,

Ix continuation of my despatch, dated the 20th of January 1891, No. 16,

I forwa i ; ,
* Natal, dated 2nd March 1891, No. 51, and enclosure. j; w r(,i’ for the %nform‘atlon of Your Ex-:
Trinidad, dated 30th April 1891, No. 127, and en-  C@ lency in Council, copies of despatches®:

8 1res. > 3 .
¢ Ja:rnaiczl, dated 9tk March 1891, No. 53, and enclos IEEC%]’.VCd fI'O.II),. the 001011.13.1 Governm'ents
sure. of Natal, Trinidad, Jamaica and Mauritius

lMauritius, dated 8th May 1891, Ko.167, and en-  on the subject of the return to India of
closure. ‘ .coo]ies affected with leprosy. ’
9. With reference to your Emigration letter No. 31, dated the 19th of
August 1890, requesting that every precaution pay be taken by the Colonial
51 Novembor 1890, No. 367, Governments to prevent the return to
o . India of persons infected by the disease
called * Yaws,” I transmit copy of a despatch from the Governor of Jamaica,
which is the only reply received up to the present time, :

I have the honour to be,

Mv Lorp MARQUIS,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,

CROSS.

No. 51, dated Natal, 2nd March 1591.

From—Sin C. B. H. MircHELL, K.C.M.G., Governor aiid Commander-in-Chief, Natal,”
To—The Sceretary of State for the Colonies,

1 1avE the honor to acknowledge the receipt.of Your Lordship’s despatch
(circular) of the 29th Deccmber last referring to your circular despatch mark-
ed « Emigration” of the 8th September 1890, and transmitting for my informa-
tion and guidance a copy of a letter from the Government of India on the
subject ol the return to India of coolie immigrants affected with leprosy.

9. 1 submit to Your Lordship herewith a copy of a report on the subject, as
roeards this colony, which has been ful.'nish.ed by phe Protector of Immigrants,
wﬁo refcrs to the terms offered to Indians intending to emigl"ate to Natal as to
their return to India, and points out that lepgrs, jvhether their flisease is con-
tracted in the colony or not, arc not repatriated except by their own express
wish or consent, und that, when they are sent to, 1ndm,‘ every precaution is
taken Ly the Tmmigration Department of Natal for their comfort and segre-

gation en board the ship conveying them.

Ar. Mason adds that to bis knowledge, no lepers have ever been sent from
Natal to India in an advanced stage of the disease,

s Of the 38 lepers sent back to India frqm  five colonies during the year
1880, ouly four were from Natal.
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Dated Natal, 27th February 1891,

From—L.
. H. Mason, Esq., Protector of Immigrants, N
0—The Colonial Secretary, Natal. T

Ovur Acent’s recrui i
Indians inteo s crl{lters m India are authorised
nding to emigrate to Natal, and amongst otlﬁ:rgf}:ig (i’el;{iain berms to
ol OWing —

“ After five years
: you may ret i
ten years you will be entitled t}:) a f‘:‘;: ;gsigg?bztc{"},“ OWn expense, ang afte
g . r

This being the case, there i i

passagos back - ase, there 1s nothing to prevent le i

ation tg(;f ten yea(;s?;(i;?(’i or claiming as a right free retung I;?asls)aymg o omn

disease has been contfzrxlcfte (lin Natal. As a matter of fact leElges at he expir-

except by their own expre éd In the colony or other wise, arI;erS, oiber the

is taken by my Department fvgylfs}tlho? ot and in that cas e"l‘:g; ;’epatriated
eir comfort and segregation on hog  htion

td ship,

advanced stage of i
! ge of the dise : .
offensive nature. ase, with .mutilated extremities or open ul
_ cers of g

_ n

From—Si WILN--O. 127, dated Trinidad, 30th April 1891.
‘ LiaM RoBiNsoy, x.c.m.6., Governor of Trinidad,

To .
To—The Sgeretary of State for the Colonies.

Witk reference to
last on the sulfjﬁceotfogf"“r Lordship’s circular despatch of the 29tp
Teprosy, T havs. the ?hone return to India of coolie immigrants EDecember
from the‘vsurgQOH-Genera({r to forward herewith copies of minuaé ected with
cated that despatch, and Protector of Immigrants, to whom %scol;g(zwed
_ = uni.

- Dated Trinidad, 22ad April 1891,

m-- \

o T URGEO.N-GENERAL ,S' L. Crane, Surgeon-General, Trinidad:
o=~The Colonial Secretary, Trinidad. {

03

I have always b u :

. Yirtue of theyisr gglrlltr:ntder the impression that the coolies we; .
cts, to a free return passage to India afér:r eﬁtltled
én

. " DUuriNG my long e .
: vyl g ‘experienc i i i
e of eoolie emigration, coveri N
{ » Covering som
e 30 ear
, ars,

» by
Years’

residence in the colon whi
1y to which they had emigrat
] grated, and that the :
Passage back

the voyage, or suffere
passengers, ered from no disease that was dangerous to oth £
. er fellow

. In the des ; : . .

leprosy is knowgitj%; gj‘ged122nd, October 1890, it is stated : «/Ppho 1
on this point to which culable.” ~All the evidence that has § he disease of
known—and now regard (;v e have acoess here is very meagropy L CHshed
garded to be of a most doubtful éharactg: ¢—only one case

With regar :
development of t(l:ile t((i)iselgf:é Mitchell’s enquiry, the period requj
six years ; and this want of 17{ still unknown, and is variously stzftq 1clllred
disease was acquired in t.nowledge makes it often difficult t ed from two ¢
should stand oper uatil ¢ I]l)a,r lcular cages. It would be as we]) 0 say when the

@ report of the Leprosy Commissioz is ?Sﬁlt_hﬁ matter
1shed,

for the

From=—CHARLES Mfr):;;d T;;nidad’ 28th April 1891,
* LL, Esq., Protector of Immi ..
To~—The Colonial Secretary, Trinidad mmigrants, Trinidad,

Y mAvE the honourto st
. ate: fOr the i fo i {
question of tho rotura of epers fo India from Briish evlps
from whichyI ugie?:gi (Illuinbers of lepers returned frorcli) 1ZL(\)Em
>, '} mmi *
were not entitled under the cor;%r?cg;gs iﬁfﬁ? uxsft(}n ftll‘?m I];l
em

ellency, tha

es.sgems to hzl;e
d@urltlusxa col one
1a for years past
y that colony, to 4

return passage at the
list of colounies given i
included.
terms of thei
ten years at the expen
or not, are reé
to their native land.

tion in a crowded immigra
disclose
should be returned to Tndia
but if this rule i
this by the Protec

desp1tch of the 29th December

~ return to In
Your Lordship's
migrants reporting the prac

3

expense of the colony. I am also glad to see that in the
n these papers as having returned lepers, Trinidad is not
dad from India are entitled under the
© contract to a return passage to their country after a residence of
se of the colony ; but such immigrants, whether lepers
y on their own express desire to be sent back

All immigrants to Trini

turned to India onl

however, in returning lepers is in the matter of segrega-
nt ship. The suggestion that where the disease  is
ths after the immigrant’s arrival in the colony he
by the first opportunity appears to be a good one;
s to be observed, emigrants from India should be informed o%
tor when he is passing them.

—_—

‘he real difficulty,

d within six mon

No. 35, dated Jamaica, 9th March 1831.

From—3Sir H. A. BLAKE, K.C.M.G., Governor-in-Chief, Jamaica,

To—The Secretary of State for the Coloinies.

1r to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lordship’s circular

last, with enclosures, on the subject of the

dia of coolie immigrants affected with leprosy, and to forward, for

hip’s information, a copy of a memorandum by the Protector of Im-
tice in this colony in the matter.

1 gAVE the honot

Dated Jamaica, 20th February 1891.
From—P. C. Corg, Esq., Protector of Immigrants, Jamaiéa,
To—The Colonial Secretary Jamaica.
WrEN coolies in this colony are found to be affected with leprosy, they
are seat to the Leper’s Home for segregation and medical treatment.
Since the receipt of the _circul:}r of 15th October 1875, from the Secretary
coolies afflicted with the disease, who were fit to under-

of State for the Colonies, .
om time to time been sent back, arrangemeonts being

take the voyage, have fr
made for them to occupy the space forward in the * tween decks” so as to
come as little as possible in contact with the other passengers. The Protector

of Immigrants in sl}ipping such coolies is guided by the opinion of the Medical
Board, which examines them prior to embarkation, and, I am of opinion, is
justiﬁed only in refusing a passage to such as in the judgment of the Medical

Board would endanger the lives or healths of the other passengers.

T'he practice here has worked well so far as T am aware, as no complaint
has hitherto reached me from India. The Medical Board, it may be assumed,
bas taken adequate precautions in each case; and 1 think it gould be a pity to
absolutely prohibit coolies who may be attacked with this disease from enjoying
the satisfaction of returning to their countty in terms with their agreementos
with us if they can do so without risk to the other passengers, of which the
Medical Board and Surgeon Superintendent should be able to judge.

No. 167, dated Mauritius, 8th May 1891.

From—-Sir C. C. Liegs, K.C.M.G Goveruor and Commander-in-Chief, Mauritius,

To—The Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Wrrn reference to Your Lordship’s circular despatch of the 29th December
126.4, 3xd April 1691, 1:§.st, I have the honour to transmit here-
with a copy of a report by the Protector

ants dealing with the question of the return to India of cooly immi-

of Immigr .
grants affected with leprosy.
9. T laid this report before the Executive Council on the 1st instant, when

the Council advised that a copy should be forwarded to Your Lordship, and that
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the Protector of Immigrants should he instructed to comply in fature with the
wishes of the Government of India, as expressed in paragraph 2 of letter No 51
of the 22nd OctobLer 1890, from that Government to ITer Majesty’s 'Secrot;qrv
of State for India, a copy of which was enclosed in Youl Lordsﬁip’s ciréula‘r
despatch under reply.

¥
No. A.—125, dated Mavritius, 3vd April 1891.
From—J. F. Trorrrr, Bsq., Protector of Immigrants, Mauritius,
To—The Colonial Secretary, Mauritins,

Tre Government of India, in their letter No. 51 of 1599, to Her Majesty’s
Secretary of State for India, desire that no lepers with open sores or in an
advanced stage of the disexse be veturned to India. By return, I presume
they mean that no leper should be sent back to India against his will. T take
this opportunity to state that no leper or any other immigrant from India has,
during the ten years that I have been Protector of Immigrants, ever been sent
back to India against his will.

2. The Indian Government further desire that lepers should be segregated
on boardship. I have always endeavoured to have this done, but any measures
of segregation that may be adopted must and will fail, while the healthy im-
migrauts on board have no fear of the disease, and mingle freely with the
lepers. My experience during the last twenty years has been that healthy
immigrants have mo fear of the disease, and I have always found them mixging
freely with lepers and marrying and intermarrying into leprous families. On
numerous oceasions I have advised healthy people not to marry into leprous
families, but without avail.

3. In the latter part of paragraph 3 of his letter to the Secretary to the
Government of Bengal, the Protector of Emigrants at Calcutta writes :—
“ When the discase has been contracted in the colony, local arrangements
shpuld be made for the treatment and segregation of the infected persons, aund
this should be done whether the disease has veached the stage of open sores or
not.” What the Protector here suggests has been done in Mauritius for years
past; but the trouble is that the immense majority of lepers will not go to the
Asylum, and prefer to go about begging from place to place and to sit ‘in
public places sceking alms. After a time they get tired of this and apply for
a free passage to their home in India, and it is only under such circumstances
that a leper is ever sent bhack from here o his native country.

4. In the concluding portion of paragraph 2 of his letter to the Protector
of Emigrants at Calcutta, Surgeon.Major McConnell gives a harrowing and
graphic description of the condition in whieh he saw several lepers who return-
ed bome in the M 'arora ; but the condition of lepers is always very terrible
and miserable all over the world, and it is unfortunately especiall:y so when
they will not avail themsclves of the Asylums provided for them by the wov-
ernment of the country in which they happen to be living. °

5. With regrd to the question of %ontagion touched upon by Surgeon-Major
MecConnell, the Protector of Emigrants at Caleutta and the I[ndan Govern-
ment, T was informed only a few days ago by the Chief Medical Officer of this
colony that there is no authentic case on record of any servant or othoer persoﬁ
employed in the Leper Asylum at Mauritius having contracted the disease
although this institution has now existed for about 18 or 20 years. )

6. Leprosy s introduced into this colony entirely through the immiorant
populailon, aumbess of whom come here with the disease inherited ang l?ttent
mm their system; they then procreate children who marey into healthy famjl;
and thus spread the disease far and wide. Quite rocently a new ifnmiwmlis
who had been only six months in the colony, was sent to me su{'ferinwaf(-n '
leprosy. When this man landed here he was 1o all appearance perfect], I'OIT
and had been passed by several medieal men as a healthy man ; but the d}f\“’e ’
bring latent in his system, soon showed itself, and heysubsanmntl adflsfl"lse’
~+g1 me that te hud inherited the disease. MY admitted

[§.

5 .

: i f seeregation is adopted and the children of

7. U‘i)t.l}i ; eioflbllzviyi??ngrry,g Iodo not sce IFOW the increase of leprosy
lopers f;r i dian yopulation can be checked. There seem, however, to be very
amons tb‘? Itlions tlz) the forcible segregation of lepers not only in India, but
§trong O J%(/i jesty’s colonies, so the remedy must be sogght in a cure similar
‘102 i%e%ig rz;],enuy discovered by that3 eminent physician, Dr. Koch, for con-

. sumption.

8. Tn the case of individuals afflicted with leprosy, I can conceive nothing

¢ ir oreat misery and sorrow by refusing to allow them
hazdor th? nt}tl(éiidr(:l:zifr]églzlfd to their gative land simply and solely because
to return &J has visited them with a disease for which they are in no way res-
1-:he {&lmljg {i I doubt much the justice of saying, “If healthy, we will accept
ponsible : an r earnings and your healthy children ; but should you be sick and
you with yg}l: leprosy Uyou shall not return to your home ” : and this when it is
afflicted Wi thpt if ’these people had remained in India, theg would .have be-
well known b £ 100 of those who return to India suftering from

hat 90 out o .
;g;gs?%zls,tigddgizze latent in their system when they came to this colony.

is Bx nor directs that no free passages are to be

9. If His ]?Lgsliznzgf;fcgioggge of the disease in futurq, his instructions
gr.a,nted to 1epexsbe complied with; but I respectfully submit tha.t before any
will of COI}I‘S‘O‘ d a copy of my remarks should be sent to the Right Honor-
such crdor ls- libue of State for the Colonies for the reconsideration of the Gov-
ablo the SemIe S‘I‘y 1 need scarcely add that an order of the nature alluded to
enment o ed as most unjust and oppressive by the immigrant popu-

above will be regard ton of it should, in my opinion, be left fo the Gov-

X at the initiat . T .
htl?r::nt? g? It:ﬁfa With regard to lepers who have paid their passage, I can
ern .

§ prevent them from returning to India unless a law is passed to that effect.
no ‘

Tn conclusion, I have respectfully to suggest that the difficulty which
10'.59,1:l fn recard to these lepers could easily be met by this G‘rovern.n;ertlt
has ?il; a pensiotil of Rs. 8 per mensem to any paaper lepers who may (\:15(; tg'
grf nrn %0 their homes,-and by making more stringent regu&atlons in regar
retu " ) i N o ia.
their segregation on board during their return voyage to In

No. 887, dated Jamaica, 3rd November 1890,
o

From—Sir . A. Brake, x.c.u.6., Govegpor-in-Chief, Jamaicay
To—The Seeretary of State for the Colonies,
\ ] igration,” d he 30th September last,
to your despatch  Emigration,” dated t ptembe :
T oply to inform Your Lordship that I have as gesired issued in-

hour ‘
X havtgo’;t‘lslih}"l‘zr;’fccautions are to be taken to prevent the retwrn to Inda from
ifﬁgccélony of persons infected with “ Yaws .

[C.G.pe8.]
e
@. C. Press, Simla,—Ko. 167 B. & A, D, ~9:5-92.~100,
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{ FROM ,
:2\ ,w.P.MUH%MACKENHE,Eg},as,
A\ *f»?‘\“ SEC?@A_;PL Under-Secretary to z‘h;e Government of India,
o 15Mara) e g -
L C;// VAT )? .. \
i\ To Q/[qrﬁ_,‘.\‘ 1 Q{‘J e < . \,}"
B SO '
-, o
N The Secretary 10 the Covt: of Madras.
)
S ua‘
R
‘4

Revenue and Agticultura\
{ Department.

(Pmigration)

e
»
1

EBT—Tgwrﬁﬁigrations dated the )

ohth

'/,M_,A

Sinmla, the /O /D ¢/“a_7 1892,

SIR, -
mith reference to the correspondence ond-
-~

ing with your letber No. 349 dated the 2nd Mag‘18ﬁl,sh

1 am directed to forwara for the information ofbis

nygellency -the Governor in Council a copy of the

despatch noted on the margin
Rehruary 1892,

from Her lajesty's Secretary of

L . s W . o St

Stabe, with enclosures,on the subject of the repat-

riabion of Indian immigrants ~ffected with Loprosy
in the Coloniesof Natal, Trinidad Jemaica and Nauri-
tius.

2. [ am directedto request bhat in future
Anmual Reports on Colonial smigration the Protector
of fmigrants,Madras may be instructed tO notice XXw

the
+he mumber of lepers returned from, various Colonies

imnorting Indian labour. .and any other facts of in-

perest and importance with respect to thelr repatri-

ation.
1 have the honour to be,

Sir,

r Yopr most obedient, servant,

Under Secretary.
P.C.N.

i

b

e et -

e 7
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| 91sT May 1892, No. 349, PusLic.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Resp—the following paper :—

From J. W. P. MUIR-MACKENZIE, Esq., C.8., Under-Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department (Emigration), to the
Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Simla, 10th May 1892,
No. 936-E—31.

With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter, No. 349, dated

the 2nd May 1891, T am directed to forward, for the information of His Excellency

the Governor in Council, a copy of the

No. 19 (Emigration), dated 25th Feb. 1892. despatch noted on the margin from Her

Majesty’s Secretary of State, with enclo-

sures, on the subject of the repatriation of Indian immigrants affected with leprosy
in the colonies of Natal, Trinidad, Jamaica and Mauritius.

9. T am directed to request that, in future annual reports on colonial emigration,
the Protector of Emigrants, Madras, may be instructed to notice the number of lepers
returned from the various colonies importing Indian labour and any other facts o
interest and importance with respect to their repatriation.

EnxcLosuREs.

Despatch from the Right Honorable Lord CROSS, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for
India, to His Excellency the Most Honorable the Governor-General of India in Council,
dated India Office, Tondon, 25th February 1892, No. 19, Public (Emigration).

Tn continuation of my despatch, dated the 29.th of January 1891, No. 16, I forward, for the
information of your Excellency in Council,

o Natal, dated ond March 1891, No. 61, and enclosure.  copies of desputches * received from the

e i 12 enclosures. s . .
Trinidad ,, 33:1}: glll’;r‘:h no o » elegure. Colonial Governments of Natal, Trinidad,
gi’ﬁﬁ?us " sthMay w ow» 167 m » Jamaica and Mauritius on the subject of the

return to India of coolies affected with leprosy.

9. With reference to your Emigration letter, No, 31, dated the 19th of August 1890,
) requesting that every precaution may be taken
by the Colonial Governments tc prevent the
return to India of persons infected by the
disease called Yaws,” I transmit copy of a despateh from the Governor of Jamaica, which is
the only reply received up to the present time.

3rd November 1890, No. 387.

e

. ITCHELL, k.c.M.G., Governor and Commander-in-Chief, Natal, to the
From Sir S%c xgi‘;a?i Olgstate for the Colonies, dated Natal, 2nd March 1891, No. 51.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch (circular) of the

* 99th December last referring to your cireular despatch marked ¢ Emigration ” of the 8th Septem.

<mitting for my information and guidance a copy of a letter from the Govern-
gfgn}cb(?foi :(]ilida ?Eraelsubjgwt of the return to India of coolie immigrants affected with leprosy.
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9. T submit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a report on the subject, as re thi

colony, whi'ch has been furnished by the Protectorpg’f Immigrgnts, who refers]to the tzﬂrgﬁﬂﬁ

to Indians intending to emigrate to Natal as to their return to India, and points out that lepers

whether t_heir disease is contracted in the colony or mot, are not repatriated except by their own

express wish or consent, and that, when they are sent to India, every precaution 1s taken by the

:Eglmigratlon Department of Natal for their comfort and segregation on board the ship conveying
emm.

Mr. Mason adds that to his knowledge, no lepers have ever been sent from Natal to India in
an advanced stage of the disease.

3. Of the 38 lepers sent back to India from five colonies during the year 1889, only four
were from Natal.

P

From L. H. MASON, Esq, Protector of Immigrants, Natal, to the Colonial Secretary, Natal,
dated Natal, 27th February 1891.

Our Agent’s recruiters in India are anthorised to offer certain terms to Indians intending
to emigrate to Natal, and amongst others the following :— A

« After five years you may return to India at your own expense, and after ten years you
will be entitled to a free passage back.”

This being the case, there is nothing to prevent lepers paying their own passages back to
India, or claiming as & right 7ree return passages at the expiration of ten years’ residence in
Natal. As a matter of fact, lepers, whether the disease has been contracted in the colony or
otherwise, are not repatriated except by their own express wish or consent, and in that case every
precaution 18 taken by my department for their comfort and segregation on board ship.

No lepers to my knowledge have ever been cont back from Natal in an advanced stage of

the disease, with mutilated extremities or open alcers of an offensive nature.

a—

From Sir WILLI{AM ROBINSON, &.c.m.6., Governor of Trinidad, to the Secretary of State
or the Colonies, dated Trinidad, 30th April 1891, No. 127.

With reference to your Lordship’s cire .
: Ny ular despatch of the 29th December last on the subject
of the return to India of coolie immigrants affected with leprosy, I have the honour to forw]ard

herewith copies of minutes received f :
whom I communicated that despatohfom the Surgeon-General and Protector of Immigrants, to

———

S -
From Surgeon-General s'.l‘rli;).i fgﬁNE, Surgeon-General, Trinidad, to the Colonial Secretary
ad, dated Trinidad, 22nd April 1891.

Dariag my } i ...
ander Lll?e gn pr}(;ss‘;gg :ﬁg:réﬁgogoglf_ coolie emigration, covering some 30 years, 1 have always been
passage to India after ten years’ r“*} dWere entitled, by virtus of their contracts, to a free return
the passage back could not be refu:sti ence in the colony to which they had emigrated, and that
voyage, or guffered from no diseaseeth;.fi ?vl:sogolies weretin taz,hﬁt 2&11;:(3 of health to undertake the
In the despatch, d angerous to other fellow-passengers.
n espatch, dated 22nd October 1890, it is stated : * The disease of leprosy is known

to be i oculable.” All th i
0 be 13 e evidence that hag been published on this point to which we have

access here is very meagre—onl
character. ¥ one case known—and now regarded to be of a most doubtful

With d to M i ’ . )

disease lis s:iel%ajnkngwn Pangligel‘:ell_s enquiry, the period required for the development of the

Jodge ® ke it often di t,ﬁeult " sf;ﬂouislly stated from two to six years; and this want of know-
v when the disease was acquired in particular cases. It would

11 that th
be as we at the matter should stand over until the report of the Leprosy Commission is

published.

—

From C. MITCHELL, Esq., Protector i
D, of Immigrants, Trinid i
Trinidad, dated Trinided, 28th April L L? the Colonial Seoretoxy,

h .
returi lgvlz ;f?fs tgnlol;iri §°f§§fﬁ"’§°~i-ﬂﬁe information of His Excellency, that the question of th
of lepers returned from Mauritiu?_l; c‘(’)‘i})‘;‘;ei SeemSh!ZOhh&IVO ﬂfiiseu mainly from%m;ofuﬁlberﬁ
. . A rom which, I understand, i - o,
from India for years past were not entitled under the contracts madenw’itttu:l?;ximg;st };I;ir(:g;fged
ny

to a return passage at the expense of the colony, I am also glad to see that in the list of colonies

PP VY
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given in these papers, as having returned lepers, Trinidad is not included. All immigrants to
MPrinidad irom lndia are entitled under the terms of their contract to a return passage to their
country after a residence of tep years at the expense of the colony ; but such immigrants, whether
lepers or not, are returned to India only on their own express desire to be sent back to their native

land.

The real difficulty, however, in reburning lepers 18 10 the matter of segregation in a crowded
immigrant ship. The suggestion that where the disease 18 disclosed within six months after the
immigrant’s arrival in the eolony he should be returned to India by the first opportunity appears
to be a good one ; but if this rule is to be observed, emigrants from India should be informed of

this by the Protector when he is passing them.

——

From Sir H. A. BLAKE, K.C.M.Gs Governor-in-Chief, Jamaica, to ths Secretary of State for

the Colonies, dated Jamaica, 9th March 1891, No. 35.

T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your TLordship’s circular despatch of the 29th
PDecember last, with enclosures, on the subject _of the return to India of cooly immigrants affected
with leprosy, and to forward, for your Lordghap’s 1pformatlop, a copy of a memorandum by the
Protector of Tmmigrants reporting the practice 10 this colony in the matter.

——

P. C. CORK, Esq., Protector of Tmmigrants, Jamaica, to the Colonial Secretary, Jamaica,
From q > " dated Jamaica, 20th February 1891. Y, Jamatca

When coolies in this colony are found to be affected with leprosy, they are sent to the
Lepers’ Home for segregation and medical treatment.

Since the receipt of the circular of 15th October 1875 from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, coolies afflicted with the disease, who were fit to undertake the voyage, have from time fo
time . been sont back, arrangements being made for 'ghem to occupy the space forward in the
¢ tween decks” o 88 to come s little as possible in contact with the other passengers. The
Protector of Immigrants in shipping such coolies is guided by the opinion of the Medical Board,
which examines them prior to embarkation, and, 1 am of opinion, is justified only in refusing &

assage to such 88 in the judgment of the Medical Board would endanger the lives or healths of

the other passengers.
The practice hero hios worked well so far as 1 am aware, a8 10 complaint has hitherto reached
me from India. The Medical Board, 1t ey be assumed, has taken adequate precautions in each

case; and 1 think it would be a pity to absolutely prohibit coolies who may be attacked with this

disease from enj oying the satisfaction of returning to their country in terms with their agree-
ments with us if they can do 80 without risk to the other passengers, of which the Medical Board and

Surgeon Superintendent ghould be able to judge.

PR

.. 0. C. LEES, K.C.M.G, Governor and Com'{llander-in-(]hief, Mauritius, to theS
From S of State for the Colonies, dated Mauritius, 8th May 1891, N ol. 167.0 o Seorefary

With reference to your TLordship’s circular despatch of the 29th December last, I have the
25,4, dated 3rd April 1891. honour to transmit herewith a copy of a report
. C by the Protector of Lmmigrants dealing with the

question of the return to India of cooly immigrants affected with leprosy.

9. I laid this report before the Executive Council on the 1st instant, when the Council
advised that & eopy should be ferwarded to your Lordship, and that the Protector of Immigrants
should be instructed to comply in futnre with the wishes of the Government of India, as expressed
in paragraph 9 of letter, No. 51, of the 22nd October 1899, from that Government to Her
Majesty’s Qecretary of State for India, a copy of which was enclosed in your Lordship’s circular
despatch ander reply.

——

J. F. TROTTER, Esq., Protector.of Immigrants, Mauritius, to the Colonial Secret;
From Mauritius, dated Mauritius, 3rd April 1891, No. A.—125. retary,

The Government of India, in their letter, No. 51 of 1890, to Her Majesty’s Secretary of
State for India, desire that no lepers with open sores or 1n an advanced stage of the disease be
returned to India. DBy return, T presume they mean that no leper should be sent back to India
aga'mst his will. T take this Opportumty to state that no leper or any other immigrant from
Indis has, during the ten years that I have been Protector of Immigrants, ever been sent back to

India against his will.
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2. The Indian Government further desire that lepers should be segregated on boardship. I
_have always endeavoured to have this done, but any measures of segregation that may be
adopted must and will fail while the healthy immigrants on board have no fear of the disease
and mingle freely with the lepers. My experience during the last twenty years bas been that
healthy immigrants have no fear of the disease, and I have always found them mixing freely
with lepers and marrying and intermarrying into leprous families. On numerous occasions I
have advised healthy people not to marry iato leprous families, but without avail.

3. In the latter part of paragraph 3 of his letter to the Secretary to the Government of
Bengal, the Protector of Emigrants at Calcutta writes :—*¢ When the disease has been contracted
in the colony, local arrangements should be made for the treatment and segregation of the
infected persons, and this should be done whether the disease has reached the stage of open sores
or not.” What the Protector here suggests has been done in Mauritius for years past; but the
trouble is that the immense majority of lepers will not go to the Asylum, and prefer to go about
begging from place to place and to sit in public places seeking alms. After a time they get
tired of this and apply for a free passage to their home in India, and it is only under such
circumstances that a leper is ever sent back from here to his native country.

4. In the concluding portion of paragraph 2 of his letter to the Protector of Emigrants at
Calcutta, Surgeon-Major McConnell givesba harrowing and graphic deseription of the condition
in which he saw several lepers who returned home in the Warora; but the condition of lepers is
always very terrible and miserable all over the world, and it is unfortunately especially so when
they will not avail themselves of the Asylums provided for them by the Government of the
country in which they happen to be living,

5. With regard to the question of contagion touched upon by Surgeon-Major McConnell,
the Protector of limigrants at Caleutta, and the Indian Government, I was informed only a few
days ago by the Chief Medical Officer of this colony that there is no authentic case on rccord of
any servant or other person employed in the Leper Asylum at Mauritius having contracted the
disease, although this institution has now existed for about 18 or 20 years,

6. Leprosy. is introduced into this golony entirely through the immigrant po alation
numbers th?{gom co}ine here with the disease iz’lherited ):md late%xt in their S)g':tem ;ptﬁey then
}go_ctreatic tll rer: ‘:Vv 0 marry into healthy families and thus spread the disease far and wide.
sul;fleii;eg ?rlo n{ %e;’:‘os 1mm\}\(g}1;ant,lvyho had been only six months in the colony, wassent to me
and had been passed %y seve(:ZIt his man Janded here he was to all appearance perfectly well,
his system, soon showed itself m&dlcal men as 8 healthy man; but the disease, being latent in
disease. » and he subsequent!y admitted to me that he had inherited the

7. Ugtil a forcibl . ;
law Lo marr;, ?[ d(g(r}llotes :g’ff::ftﬁi ﬁi!egregatmn is adopted and the children of lepers forbidden by

\ ncrease of 1 the Indi lati be checked
Th em, h & of leprosy among the Indian population can be checked.
in *I’ffdf:, X}I)lut ionwzﬁer]:,[e: i);a;:;{; ,:ter(fi’;% _Ob]ectn})lns to the forcible segregation of lepers, not only
I olonies, o t . o5

one recently discovered by that eminent ph;(s)icia(;Tﬁédl}éo%lﬁl,sgoﬁeez%z%}gggoz.cum similar to the

8. In the case of indivi :
2dd to their greais: n(l)iselrgdx:gl;zﬁ afflicted with leprosy, I can conceive nothing harder than to
to their native land simply and so{)‘f by refusing to allow them to return to their relatives and
which they &re in no way res 0nsi];’ly.’beeause the Almighty has visited them with a disease for
will accept you with your earrx)lin e; and I doubt much the justice of saying, “ If healthy, we
ted with leprosy, you shall not %’Btand your healthy children ; but should you be sick and afflic-
these people had remained in In d? urn to your home;”’ and this when it is well known that if
those who return to India suﬂeriilag" tftrlgy would have become lepers, and that 90 out of 100 of
they came to this colony. m Jeprosy had the disease latent in their system when

.IfHisE .
0 anga(llvalxilsd sf:;gzlicghzhgiggverpor directs that no free passages arc to be granted to lepers
but I respectfully submit that oy ;e In future, his insiructions will, of course, be complied with ;
sent to the Right Honorable theeso Te any such order is issued a copy of my remarks should be
Government of India. I need s caiggftazg dOf State for the Colonies for the reconsideration of the
regarde d as most unjust and oppr y that an order of the nature alluded to above will be

€881 B : .
it should, in my opinion, be left 81ve by the immigrant population, and that the initiation of

? to th . ;
paid their passage, I cannot PI’GVen: tg:;erﬁ?&n:ezi iﬁgutm(.) IWlth regard to lepers who have

that effect. ndia unless a law is passed to

" thlegé 12&2?33&0238{1?&1:3 i‘ﬁz}ge%}f’ug}ll}if to suggest that the difficulty which has arisen in regard
to any pauper lepers who may wish to ieGovemment granting a pension of Rs. 8 per mensem

B g - . to return to their homes and b ki i
regulations 1n Tegﬂrd to their segregation on hoard during their return )\,OI;] Zgzngofilglt‘ﬁastrmgent
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M
rnor-in-Chief, Jamaica, to the Seoretary of State for the

From 8ir H. A. BL&EE{;;%&:&' gg:ica, 3rd November 1890, No. 387.

‘ soration, ”’ dated the 30th September last, I have the honour
n reply to %’J‘;‘:EE%‘;SP"&’; ‘Ilijlgi,leg,r:sl?lesired, issued instructions that precautions are to be
't;:k:;f:;n;)r}:rg;t the retcll)rn to Tudia from this colony of persons infected with * Yaws.”

———— ——

Orper—dated 21st May 1892, No. 349, Public. |
Communicated to the Protector of Emigrants, Madras, for guidance.
9. A special report for the year 1891 should be submitted without delay.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Protector of Emigrants, Madras.

-

Exd. A. Raitt.
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Communicating to the Protector of Emigrants
Madras, for guidance, letter from the Government
of India forwarding copy of despatches on the
subject of the return to India of coolies affected
with leprosy in certain colonies, and requesting that
in future annual reports on colonial emigration the
Protector of Emigrants, Madras, may be instructed
to notice the number of lepers returned from the
various colonies importing Indian labour and any
other facts of interest and importance.
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