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'30rE Marcu 1892, No. 310, RevENUE.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENTUE DEPARTMENT.

" ReAp—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), dated 10th
December 1891, No. 711 :—

Tae Hon, Mr. J. Grosk. .
Mz. E. Gisson,

-»

Read—-thé following letter from V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Acting Collector of South
Canara, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated
Mangalore, 30th Octeber 1891, No. 4299 :—

I have the honour to report that in obedience to the qrders of Governznent
conveyed in Government Order, dated 16th January 1891, No. 334, Revenue Department,
the Aminidivj, group of the Laccadive islands attached to this district was visited by
my late Acting Head Assistant Mr. Cowie in the months of January and February last,
' . and I beg to submit herewith the detailed

* Bent separately. report * of that officer embodying the

. results of his inspection. Mr. Cowie was

able to return from the islands after a stay among them of about five weeks {spent
partly in making a tour of the islands and partly in transit to and from Mangalore).at
the end of February last, but his report reached me only on the 3rd of August. The
cause of this delay in the transmission of the report, which appears to have been ready,
but remained undespatched, at the end of April, is explained by Mr. Cowie in a foot-

Dote to his report, and is due chiefly to his temporary absence from India shortly after
the report was drafted, '

2. It will be conceded, I believe, that Mr. Cowie’s report is full and clear, and I
ave practically little to add to the several observations and suggestions contained
there;n. The following matters, however, seem to require some further elucidation.

- Population (paragraph 4): Buitdings (varagra % 6).—The figures showing the
population and number of l]:ousgs, in the goérpisla%dép giw)an in Mr. g(v)l:)rwie’us report are
correct as they agree with those subsequently rendered by the Monegar for the census,
Sxoept ﬂ.m;t the number of houges in the latter exceeds by four those given in

r. Cowie's report. Thig is, probably due to more acourate tabulation at the time of
the submission of the census returns,

. I entirely agree wit ie in thinki i i
population. ans(ri tlffat vk h Mr. Cowie in thinking that there is no real decrease in the
census and that of 1881, viz., tem orary emigration to the mainland, is correct,’as it is
a w;ll-knoyvn fact that many of tlile is;iand(f; make their first trip’ to the coast with
sltlm ry articles of produce, such g Ccocoanuts, cadjans, jaggery, limes, &c., between
the months of December and January, leaving the more regular voyages (on which
COLr-yarn 1s carried) to be made later on in the season. A good many also remain on
the mainlaud from N ovember to April in order to earn some money by labour.

4. Education (paragraph 9).—This is one of the most important subjeots calling
for serious consideration ; and it ig to be regretted that whilst the educational wants
of the people of almost g classes on the mainland have received a stimulus and rapid
strides are being Made in this direction the condition of the islanders, as regards
elementary e’d}wa_tmn, is still in g very backward state. The islanders are certainly
apathetic and indifferent, by 80 have been the masses of the people on the mainland
until they weremade to fee] the actual benefits of education by placing it at their doors.
Some systematic effort shoylq now, I think, be made in order to impart a rudimer tary
form of education t# the island people. When the islands were last visited in 1886

- .‘}:‘ Tg;;:‘

reason assigned for the apparent difference between the present .
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by the then Acting Head Assistant Collector, Mr. Mir Shujaat Ali Khan, that officer

proposed, and the proposal received the

* Government Orders, dated 10th August 1886, approval * of Government, that a special

No. 516, and 14th July 1887, No. 338, system of education suited to the condi-

Educational. tion of the islanders should be adopted in

. . order to bring them gradually under
instruction. Mr. Shujaat Ali Khan’s proposals may be summarised as follows :—

(1) All attempts to teach the children in the neighbouring Malabar islands in
the Coast Malayalam character having hitherto failed, and Arabic being the only
character with which the islanders are familiar, and in which they have been reading
and writing for ages past, Mr. Shujaat Ali proposed to retain the Arabic alphabet
and by means of it to teach Malayalam or Canarese.

(2) He found it hopeless to endeavour to procure trained teachers from the
coast, and therefdre suggested that local agency should be utilized by sending proper
persons to the coast and getting them trained in the Normal Schools in the modern
system of secular education. ) ) .

(3) Mr. Shujaat Ali further proposed that, as the children in the islands are first
sent to read and learn the Koran, which is regarded as indispensable, and remain in
school for many years until they are too old to learn a new alphabet, the oppertunity
of their attendance for this purpose should be seized to impart to them a more
methodical and secular education also along with the Koran.

(4) An inseparable condition of the above system was thaf.; What(fver teache}'
might be employed on the islands, such teacher should be associated with a Mukri,
the general religious instructor of the island people.

Mr. Shujaat Ali Khan was not over-sanguine of success in this project, but with
the general liking of the islanders for education, he was confident that this system of
education would succeed and ere long become very popular, and he accordingly pro-
posed to try it in Amini first, and if successful, to extend it to the other 1s}:m('is. )

An intelligent young man by name Khadri Haji, selected by Mr. Shujaat Ali
Khan himself, was accordingly sent to the Calicut Normal Schpo} to be trained as a
teacher, and on his return was sent back by Mr. Wynne to Amini, under the Board’s
instructions, to open,a school, and allowed, under my own orders, to draw an allowance
of 18 muras of rice as his remuneration for keeping up a school at Amini.
Mr. Shujaat Ali Khan proposed to give him 10 muras of rice a year and an annual

ant-in-aid on the results system, but as a periodical inspection of the school for
results grants, owing to its isolated position, was out of the question, and 10 muras of
rice would hardly give him a proper subsistence, I allowed him 18 muras of rice a-
year, expecting him to remunerate the Mukri under whom he was to teach out of this

llowance.

ol Tt is to be regretted that the popular Mukri with whom Khadri Haji was origi-
nally associated in teaching children, and who had a very large number of pupils
under him, is dead, and Khadri Haji had but fiftcen pupils under him at the time of
Mr. Cowie’s inspection. It would appear also that Khadri Haji now keeps a separate
school of his own instead of working under a Mukri as originally intended. The
Monegar should not have permitted this, and Mr. Cowie’s suggestion that the original
plan should be reverted to by making Khadri Haji attuch himself to the most
influential among the existing Mukris will be given effect to. .

While on this subject it should be noticed that no system of school will succeed
unless proper text-books are prepared and supplied to the teacher. The preparation
of a graduated series of Readers for this purpose was primarily entrusted to Mr. Sl}u-
jaat Ali Khan himself as the fittest person to execute the task under the supervision
of the officers of the Educational Department, and the last report of that officer was
to the effect that while he had collected all the materials necessary for the preparation
of the Readers, he was not able to secure the services of a Moilar, who was a pative of
the islands, to enable him to put them into the Divi dialect. Mr. Shujaat Ali has
gince been transferred to another district, and it is not likely that he will be able to
have the manuals, if ready, translated unflel.' his own personal supervision into Mala-
yalam and Canarese, and transliterated againin the proper form into the Arabic charace
ter even if a well-versed Moilar be procured and sent up to him for this purpose. As
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the sen_ding of a Moilar to Mr. Shujaat Aliis a somewhat inconvenient as well as
expensive arrangement, I think the proper course is to get the manuals compiled or
completed first in the English language, and when approved by the Dircetor of Public
Instruction, to have them translated into Malayalam at Calicut under the supervision
of some Educational officer. Then, with the aid of a Moilar, to be procured from the
islands, the compilations could be transliterated into the Arabic character and litho-
graphed at one of the local presses here. I would suggest that this work be taken in
hand in earnest by the Educational Department in communication with Mr. Shujaat

Al I-{bllmn’ and that the books be got ready for transmission to the islands as soon as
possible, -

5. Government trees (paragraph 12).—In this paragraph, Mr. Cowie gives a
statement of what are called ¢ Government trees” to be found on the different
islands as distinguished from those owned by private individuals. Some of these
appear to have been planted by Monegars on behalf of Government, but the greater
portion of them are trees that have escheated to Government from time to time by
failure of heirs or other causes. From the statement embodied in the report it would
appear that there were at the date of Mr. Cowie’s inspection—

1,990 mature trees.
1,024 young trees or plants.

Of the former, 1,477 trees are either rented or held by Government officials (nad-
pals or watchers) and paupers, leaving 513 trees undisposed of in the above manner.
Of the young trees, 497 are held by paupers and 527 are at the disposal of Govern-
ment. In view of the remarks made by the last visiting officer in his report that it
Was 1nadvisable to retain any of these trees in the hands of Government as offering
undue temptation to the Monegar, if not to actual corruption, at least to some sort of
favouritism in their disposal, I issued an order to the Monegar in April 1890 that he
should make arrangements, preparatory to the visit of an Assistant Collector, for
giving away all such trees to applicants on darkhast on the arrival of that officer, but
in order to ascertain whether some revenue could not fairly be derived from such a
measure, T made it a condition that the darkhastdar should be made to pay a fair
price for the trees which he did not plant or rear by his own trouble and care. The
result of Mr. Cowie’s inquiries is that a very inconsiderable amount can be expected
a8 the price of the trees, and in consideration of the circumstances urged in the con-
cluding clause of his above-quoted paragraph, I approve of his proposal to give away
the trees on darkhast, waiving the condition asto the payment of their value, the
Poorer applicants being certainly preferred to the rich. With the Board’s approval
I shall issue an order to the Manegar directing him to submit his recommendations in

thist re;pect, accompanied by sufficient information as to the condition of the appli-
cants, &o.

6. Rented trees (paragraph 13).—The Monegar is much to blame for neglecting
to collect the rent of rented trees. I am directing him to submit a satisfactory expla~
nation for this neglect, anything like which there will be no occasion to notice hereafter
1f the trees are given away on darkhast as proposed.

7. Rats (paragraphs 16 and 18).—1t would be a real blessing to the islanders if
some means could be devised for the total extermination of the rats. The holding of
periodical coots for killing them does not seem to be very effective, and the indifference
of the islanders as regards keeping a sufficient number of cats to be chiefly fed upon
rats is probably due fo the faot that these cats, if starved, can count upon cther means
of subsistence, such as crabs, &c., which usually abound on the banks of the lagoons
and sea-shores. I would propose as an experiment that a suppiy of ¢ Rough on rats ”
be distributed to the different islands. Where other means have failed to free
cocoanut trees of this pest on the mainland, this stuff is known to have proved very
effective, if not in totally destroying the rats, at least in keeping them off the trees
for a very long time, and any liftle expense incurred by Government for this purpose
will probably be more than repaid by increased returns which may be expeoted in jue
shape of coir manufactured and delivered to Government. Once the efficiency of the
stuff is known, the islanders may be trusted to purchase it on their own account.
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8. Owls (paragraph 17).—TIt is a pity that only one owl has survived out of the
several that have been sent from time to time to the islands. I have issued fresh
orders to the taluks to collect more owls for the islands, and hope I shall be able to
send a large consignment during the trading season, and that the Monegar will take
proper care of them when they arrive. At the same time the next must, I think, bea
final experiment, for we have now been sending over owls for yesrs to no purpose.
As what are generally sent are young birds, it is possible that they die, because when
sent over they are not sufficiently mature to be able to make their own living, and I
do not also think they can find sufficient shelter during the monsoon. Certainly the
-cocoanut tree does not provide the protection they get in hollow trees on the mainland,
and unfortunately there are no other trees on the islands to speak of, and certainly no
big hollow ones. The M onegar will be directed to put up some boxes on trees for
them to take shelter in during the day and bad weather, and not to let them fly till
satisfied that they will be able to obtain food for themselves. The experiment has
never been tried, but unless the islanders raise obj 9ct10ns, I propose to send them over
a few full-grown toddy-cats this” year as an experiment. From the account given of
the toddy-cat ( Paradozurus Musanga) by Surgeon-Major Jerdon in his “ Mammals of
India,” p. 125, they seem to be very degenerate cats, and on the mainland to live
on cockroaches, other insects and lizards as much as on rats and mice. Still they
do eat rats, and as on the islands they will find little other food, I trust they will
prove useful, for they can hunt down the rats on the trees which the domestic cat
can’t. No doubt they are supposed to be fond of toddy, and hence their name, but I
have grave doubts as to the truth of the indictment, and in any case, as they prefer
animal food, they could not be one-tenth as destructive as the rats on which they
prey. Moreover, if only one or two pairs are sent it can be seen whether they are
likely to prove a blessing or a curse very soon, and in the latter case it will be
easy to kill them off as they cannot find shelter so easily as the rats. '

, 9. Meteorology (paragraph 22),—The suspension of Meteorological observations
“in the Amini island is the necessary result of the difficulty which has been experienced
in practice by the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras in deputing a
suitable medical subordinate acquainted with the language of the islanders to Amini,
as the Meteorological work is entrusted to him. To avoid this difficulty, which is of
constant occurrence, steps have recently been taken with the sanction of Government
for training a Mussulman young man of the coast at the Medical College, Madras,
for service specially on the Amindivi islands. In the meantime the Hindu Hospital
Assistant (a native of Malabar), who has been selected by the Surgeon-General to do
duty on the islands, and who has been sent to Madras to get some training in Meteoro-
logy at the Observatory, has returned and will shortly be able to go over to the islands
as communication with them is now re-opened on the close of the monsoon.

10. Description of the Islands (waragraphs 23— 27).—Mr. Cowie’s topographical
description of the islands is excellent and gives a very accurate idea of their present
condition. Mr. Cowie has been able to get a tolerably accurate survey of all the
four islands prepared during his stay among them, and the maps are herewith
forwarded. I shall refer to these maps later on. :

11. The Panchayat system and Moktessor (paragraph 30).—It is satisfactory to
notice that the old Panchayat system, which is the back-bone of civil administration
on the islands, and which it should be our aim to foster and devélop to its fullest
extent, still works fairly well. Perhaps the indifference of some of the Moktessors to
assemble more freely and willingly for adjudication of disputes arises from the

neglect * on the part of the Monegar to
* Vide paragraph 30 of Mr. Bradley’s report take down their opinions or verdicts in
of 1}18%1 Prinfbed ilns(s}lovgnnie;lztSOrder, (llgted writing. This would certainly be a check
mber , No. , page 12. . . .
P;ff:g*ap(ﬁ;ellii and 45 of Mr. bhl%agat Ali’s 0B both sides, and Mr. Cow1e"s §fu ggestlgn
report in Board’s Proceedings, dated 25th that the Monegar should in future ~
January 16t9, No. b1. made to write down each moktessor’s
opinion and take his signature to 1t, or

where a Moktessor is able to commit it to writing himself, to receive and record such
opinion from him, commends itself highly to me, and I shall see that it is acted upon

as an invariable rule in future.
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12. Laccadive Poor —Th . )
the s S5 Wil im0 1) Th fand which, was intitd by
48 NOw a capital of v : otlector 1n this district
surplus accumll)llatio(r)lfs ?fs.in?;:agggt ;I;Zessggr;fygzel(‘:fr‘?eent 4 per cent. paper, with
on account of charity), amounting to Rs. 1,051-14—4. lfhfn %?(t)mg ordinary’ demands
this amount in establj hi i ¢h i ioh T Proposes to spend
that the money shouldsb;nugs E:l s'lchl(;()l'l(ff1 eaCthSl?nd”Il‘)g‘ which, I presume, he means
h A . ed in building schools. 18 propo,
1t§elf to me, as I think that the cost of gising the necessgrypbz?}d(iig;: i!:ff}: Ommtgnd
with schools should be borne by either the islanders or Government, and alln::;llf:'3 ion
:gctr)nmetdill‘llved from the ¢ poor fund ” should be carefully husbanded and resefvgg
(ief'rand e‘cost of the upkeep of schools, the initial cost of these schools being
" ly“5 as above suggested. [ accordingly. recommend that the above amount of
s. 1,001-14-4 s_hould be added to the original capital and also invested in 4 er
cent. paper. This capital will then come to Rs. 6,950, which, with the surpll)us
1aterest of the current year, may be increased to Rs. 7,000. This will yield an
alxln':ual unfailing income ‘of Rs. 280. Charity is now distributed on the is lands at
t' e f?llow1ng rates. EHach adult male receives daily half a seer of rice, and once g
year 24 lb. of salt, 4 annas in cash for condiments, 1 lb. of tobacco and 41 yards
of coarse cIo‘th. Juveniles are allowed each a 1 secr of rice daily and 12 1b. of
salt, 2 annas in cash for condiments and 2 yards of cloth per annum. The average
Znnual cost of the distribution of this charity, calculated on the figures of the last
Ve years, amounts to about Rs. 93, so that deducting this amount there will be left
an annual surplus of Rs. 187. The intentions of the domor were that the proceeds
of this fund should be applied partly in the distribution of charity among the
'R?or and mﬁrn} of the islands and partly to educational purposes on their behalf.
The latter condition has not yet been fulfilled for the simple reason that no syste-
matic arrangements have yet been made for the diffusion of education among the
Pﬁoplez Whilst the surplus interest has not of itself been sufficient to meet the cost of
E-v ucation unaided by Government funds. If,-as I have proposed above, we should
ereafter suceced in training a sufficient number of indigenous. teachers for employ-
?lent_?ln the islands, I think it will be feasible to keep up separate schools in the
.0;” 1slands and to pay the greater portion of the salaries of the teachers out of the
interest of the fund. ~The allowance I have sanctioned for Khadri Haji at Amini,
Vlf-.v 18 muras of rice per annum, will cost us only about Rs. 49-8-0 a-year (taking the
;nd}"k(?lt‘ value of coarse rice at the maximum average rate of Rs. 2-12-0 a mura), and
less;nin ar b}lt reduced rate of allowance (say 12 muras) to teachers in the other three
. lmpo;jtfllnt Islands will come to Rs. 99 a-year, or a total of Rs. 148-8-0, leaving a
scr\[r)i(:ls Of ks. 39 and odd to meet the cost of books and contingencies. Until the
betteref of indigenous teachers are available for the remaining three islands, it will be
ot onl? ;‘ﬁg}erve and add to the capital that will ultimately have to be paid to them,
of the 1)\ 018, _bl}t I would even recommend that for some years to come, even the cost
islanas ml'xi1d1v1 teacher be defrayed, as at present, from the general revenues of the
B untll the poor fund is developed to a sufficient extent to be able to meet all
T llona expenditure as well as to defray the cost of charities on a slightly more
veral scale, as the present doles of rice, &c., are miserable.

13. Government buildin i i
; ¢ gs (paragraph 34).—The monegar will be directed to put
1n proper order the dispensary l?uild'?ngpwhich is stated to be in need of repair.

mentln‘llz'z f{falé‘k (paragraph 85).—1I request that the attention of the Medical Depart-
bo allowgd te lx;awn to Mr.Cowie’s remarks in regard to therate of salary which should
Ordor. dat g { e Hospital Assistant employed on the Amini island. From Government
Go’ver’n mezt Uth. July 1873, No. 717, Revenue Department, it would appear that
aHowamen e §0n51dered the services of a 8rd-Class Hospital Assistant, with a special
for the want S-f10_ to cover remuneration on account of vaccination work, to be ample
ieteorolmis asl Outhe islanders. This would give the man Rs. 35 a month, and the
Considerts th allowance of Rg, 15 hitherto paid bring it up to Rs, 50 per mensem.
abtrd ¢ g the nature of the work the Hospital Assistant has to perform, it would be

© Pay him more than the above sum, and I would recommend that in future

no medical subordinate of higher grade than 3rd-Class Hospital Assistant should be
' 2
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deputed to the islands, and the special allowances for yaccinatlon and Meteorological
work to be paid to him should be so arranged as to bring the aggregate emoluments
under Rs. 80 a-month. . .
15. Sanitation (paragraph 37).—The filthiness of the pits set apart for soaking
coir and also for bathing noticed by Mr. Cowie reflects much discredit on the monegar,

and he will be directed to enforce more cleanliness in future. The samples of drinking -

water obtained by Mr. Cowie from the different islands were fprwarded to ghe
Distriet Surgeon, Dr. Lee, for analysis, and 1 have been favored with the following
results : —

g 2 5
D et
PHYSICAL CHARACTER. §°§ g o
— | s .| B
. i’ | g E} .
wae | T e B S5
El 8| £ = g% 5 | Es | 22 | 8
il&| 2 | 8| % 54 2% | 52| &
s |S| 3 1 & | & ¢ B2
’ N . ", . o 1 .
1. Amini ~Well A. ., !|Clear.| None.| Bright.| Taste. | None. Scan:"yl ‘:h"‘e 910 980 075 |Usable
less. partieics. . : ‘180 | Da.
2. Chetlat— do. B. .. | Do. | Do. Do. eIE:?.: Do, |Abundant 23°:45 385 e
’ ' white parti-
: cles, . : ‘134 | Do.
8. Riltan— do.C.. ..| Do.| Do.| Do. Do. | Slight. Do. .. .17&% ggg 182 | Do
4. Kudmut —do. D. .. ! Do.| Do. | Do, Do Do. Do. .. [%20

* Permanent hardness 10°67 = calciam sulphate and chloride and magnesian palts.
Removable hardness 963 calcium carbonate.

idws *Twi f the
16. Midwives (paragraph 38).—A certificated midwife seems o be one o
particular wants of the island won)xen, mf; I support Mr. Cowie’s recommendation a}}l?t
a qualified Mussuliman midwife should be sent to the islands as soon as possible. e
difficulty of course is to procure one,

17. Improvements in Coir (para 39).— This is a subject of special interest
to the islanders as well as to G{))ver‘z:;?fzzt. )'I‘he complaint regarding .the inferiority
of the coir-yarn manufactured and delivered to Goverpment by the islanders each

year is a chronic one. In fact, it appears to have existed at the time of Sir William -

Robinson’s visit, and probably did so before. Diverse expedients have been tried from
time to fime in order to induce the jslanders to improve their manufacture, but

without producing the desired result. The last remedy adopted was that introduced -

by Mr. Thomas in 1874 under Govyer er, dated 4th February 1874, No. 160
(I%oard’s. Proceedings, dated 5th .ideﬂlmﬁgs(.)rlqdo. '7 87), and Governm};nt Order, dated
26th March 1874, No. 387 (paragraph ’2) according to which by way of stimulus to
greater exertion on the part of the islande;-s for the improvement of their manufacture,
they were guaranteed 25 per cent. of the net profits realized on coir sales as bonus,

subject to the conditions () that the quantity manufactured did not fall short of the
then ascertained average, viz., 674 candies; and (b) that the market pricerealized exceeded

Rs. 40 a caudy, the normal rate. Payments of this bonus have been made on several
occasions to the islanders in accordance with the terms of the ‘above-quote('l orders,
but yet there seems to be no material improvement in the quantity of the coir. The

reason for this is not far to seek. Of aj occupations on the island, that of making -

coir and twisting it into yarn is the mogt laborious and tiresome, The men, indolent
and lazy by habit and by nature, do not do it, but relegate the work to their women,
themselves taking to more delightful occupations, such as fishing, plucking cocoanuts
and P‘jepa{'ing them for exportation, drawing toddy from the cocoanut palm and manu-
facturing jaggery from it and manning the boats that ply between the islands and the
mainland. In fact the men enjoy themselves in a variety of ways, and the women
have to do the beating out, picking and twisting of the coir throughout. The season,
too, during which most attention is given to the marnufacture of coir is not a favorable
one for supervision on the part of the Government officials, for it is done generally
during the monsoon when, owing to the. presence at home of the male inmates of the

kouse and the cossation of other more active out-door occupations, the women are .

. ‘,_m
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comparatively free and can devote their time exclusively to this monotonous work,
and during this time the Monegar is shut up in one of the four islands— A mini,—the
manufacture of which nevertheless, in spite of his constant presence therein, is noto-
rious for its indifferent quality. This circumstance naturally leads to the inference
that even supervision on the part of the Governiment officials—supposing the Monegar
does exert his influence is this direction—isineffectual to bring about the desired result.
Mr. Thomas, in 1874, took some credit to his system of giving the islanders a bonus on-
their manufacture for the superior quality of coir said to have been turned out in his time
as indicated by the higher prices obtained for it in the market, though he doubted if
the higher price obtained was altogether the result of improvement in the quality, -
but I am inclined to think that the higher prices then, and occasionally since, obtained

wore not in any way due to any material improvement in the quality of the coir, but

solely rather to the state of the market, and the demand existing at the time for the

article, for, if the islanders had really exerted themsglves to eﬁect an improvement in

the manufacture, they would naturally have appreciated the mcrqased _prices paid to

them and continued their exertions so as to deserve the same coqmderatlop all along ;

whereas, having apparently received a reward on some occasions irrespective of merit,

they are presumably under the impression DOW that v_vhetber they improve their

manufacture or not, they are entitled, in accordance with M;‘. Thomas:’ systel_n? to

participate in the increased profits obtained in the ma.rket-, prov1ded. certain conditions

are fulfilled, and so take no pains to improve t.helr coir, but are as indifferent as ever,

In my opinion the honus system, whatever its merits an_d success may be, wherg a

naturally and really industrious people has to be dealt with, was somewhat hastily

devised as a means of inducing the islanders to pay more attention to the manufacture

of an improved quality of coir-yarn. Although 'I Woulq not now advpcat(e. its with~
drawal, I think the only and proper remedy lies in a periodical re-classification of the

coir received from the different islands in the manner now suggested by Mr. Cowie,

say once in five years, the coir being taken at random frorr} vessels arriving from the

islands, and in fixing a revised scale of valuation for adoption.

With regard to the introduction of any machinery to facilitate the preparation and
twisting of the coir-yarn, I am doubtful if any success can be hoped for. The feasibi-
lity of such a measure was discussed in 1873 by the then Assistant Collector,
Mr. G. Stokes (vide paragraphs 32—34 of his report, embodied in Governmegt Order,
dated 26th March 1874, Mis. No. 387), with tl_le result that it was then consxdered. to
be out of the question to resort to any mechanical contrivance to improve the quality
of the coir. ’

Adverting to the offer of Messrs. Morgan and Sons to undertake the manufacture
of coir on an improved method in the islands on the condition that they should be
allowed a monopoly of it for a number of years, Mr. Cowie gives no da?a upon which
to arrive at a proper conclusion regarding the advisability of entering into such
arrangements with the firm. and any scheme to be adopted will have to be elabora.ted 4
and carefully considered with reference to its effects on the large number of working
women in the islands. I am unable in this covering letter to offer any practical
remarks and reserve the subject for separate discussion and report after communi-
cation with the firm (of which the senior partner is at present temporarily absent in
Europe), should the proposal appear to be advantageous alike to Government and the
islanders. . . '

18. The Coir monopoly (paragraph 40).—1 have little to addt ttql)1 %Jr. C;)lwws
remarks regarding the financial bearings of thecolr monopoly, excelpt ‘t}al ‘mylf ba{’ge
in the present system would be highly disastrous and detrimental to the well-being
of these islanders, ' '

Tt seems strange that although nearly eighteen years ‘}‘Jave elapsed since the
bonus system was instituted, Mr. Cowie should remark that ! the islanders seem to
know very little about the conditions on which they can obtain the bonus offered by
Government.” It is difficult to believe this, as the Monegar appears to have been
directod to dulv proclaim the order sanctioning the grant of it mbthe islands at th? _
time it was passed, and the islanders have Since regelved the bonus on several
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occasions. I am rather inclined to think that when a European officer visits the

islands, the islanders, not having any improvements to show him in their manufacture,
deny all knowledge of the order in question, or rvather of its conditions, in hopes
perhaps that their pretended ignorance will be accepted as an excuse for their
indolence, and it must be borne in mind that a scrupulous regard for the truth is not
one of their most conspicuous virtues, However, I shall take steps to have a procla-
mation drawn out again in their own dialect and copies of it written in the Arabic
character freely circulated among them.

19. Criminal returns (paragraph 45).—The Monegar has been directed to explain
the causes of the great apparent increase in petty crime in the island of Amini, which
is not easy to understand, but it is not surprising that the proportion of those convicted
to those tried should be high, as in small confined communities like those of the
severa) islands every man’s character and circumstances are perfeetly we]l-k.nown to
every one else, so that it is more than probable that the Moktessors and possible that
the Monegar commence every trial with their minds more or less made up as to the
result. )

The use of the ¢ Mantra” as a detective agency Would. appear to‘be a relic of
the time when the islunders were Hindus and devil-worshippers, and as they are
extremely superstitious and abject believers in the supernatural ghosts and devils, the
fact that this methed of detection is held in high esteem and fairly eflicacious is not

wonderful, - Hed on
90. Disobedience ta orders (paragraph 48).—The I\.Ione‘gar as been calle ‘o'n 0
explain the non-remittance to th]e7 tre.gsujlo'y of part of a fine imposed in %t%g I;em.nker(i
upon in the first part of this paragraph. Up to date no systematic attemp ap;t)le?
to have been made to limit and control the power of the Monegar to pun.xsh b(l)r
breaches of custom, and so what are customs of which the breach is I})}mtl? ai : e
appears to depend upon the opinion of the Monegar and Moktesso'{s.o ( flggnlt(;am y%
every act disapproved of by these authorities as immoral or savr;lu:m? ) l(;s ’iv £n
for their authority is thus punishable, and it is no wonder t}}utbt e examp vexiaus-
by Mr. Cowie are varied and numeroys. His list, however, 18 by 1O meaIns aus-
tive, and in the islands attached to Malabar, and sO probably in these, reme1uilt
being out of doors after dark was punishable on the ground that any ‘ l?nlfleg Witz
of such conduct could be affer no good, whilst 1t Was also an act puntlh' a o
fine on the ground of wastefulness to open a tender cocoanut by cg tmtgl'yed e
top of the husk instead of first husking the put £0 that the husk could be uti 1d g or
making coir. As it is necessary that some of these customs should be en'rorc}(; ) ts):en
as that which requires attendance at duly proclaimegl koots, the M oneg‘ﬁ- . dn been
ordered to prepare an exhaustive list of offences against custom in co(rilsu“ fa dmltex b
the Moktessors and submit the same for revision by me As regards . a ut' ny.,s
T dissent from Mr. Cowie’s view that the husband might well be left to tad e a"‘{‘ l(i ) 2
well as his opinion that Rs. 5 was an excessive fine 18 the instance ‘ql(xiote ‘h' ho eave
the husband to obtain redress himself is to refer him to the P_enalh{,o & “t' et fn?ialis
that he must come to the mainland and lodge a complaint i this cIc:u‘r t?s i at;i;
tery ” is not cognizable by a 3rd-Class Magistrate like the M olneg:}r.t hl.‘dc 1ce]11 l};; thi
is to deny him justice altogether and yeduce bim to take the law 1151 0 115 ow .
ahd as in all the islands the offence by immemorial custom has vh'e%n ; yva{s o%a y
punishable as & misdemeanour, 1 would leave the -custom, whic b ?:h Oﬁg een
generally acquiesced in, alone. Effect will be given to the suggestion tha : de ZE"%EP
should be made to send regular and frequent returns of all fines imposed, w1 e
reasons for its infliction entered against each item. toubt that the Danchavatdars
21 Ciwil file (paragraph 49).—There can be no dou at the Panchayatdar
shirk their dutjiies S,jloore {haﬁ they) usedh to do, but this is probably not so much due to
Jaziness as to disinclination to incur the enmity of one or other party by their dems;on.
However, I think it highly important to retain the system, and propose to 1ssue a Tew

simple regulations regarding the transaction of business by the Monegar in Pancha-

at. Panchayatd i i ieg will be removed. Due gotice will be
h s o shirk thelr dutit in the disposal of suits, and he has

taken of excessive delay on the part of the Monegari : :
been ordered to see that his regigter is properly and regularly ertten up by his clerk.
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22. Revenue file (paragraph 50).—That so large a number of cases was ponding
was unsatisfactory, and I am ordering the Monegar to subnit quarterly returns here-
after so as to be able to check his work better.

23. Monegar's conduct ( paragraph 651).—It is very satisfactory that Mr. Cowie
concurs 1n the good opinion of his predecessor, Mr. Mir Shujaat Al, regarding the
present Monegar. Knowing how troublesome the islanders of the Malabar islands are
to manage (and those of the South Canara group are no better), I am much pleased
with the state of affairs generally in our islands, and think it would be difficult to
get a better man. No change in the pay and allowances of the Monegar also appears
to be feasible, as, holding the responsible position he does, he must receive such a
rate of pay as will secure him against temptation to dishonesty, and he also deserves
some compensation for the fact that he is serving virtually abroad.

24. The establishment (paragraph 52).—The peon Ismail Beg will be removed
from the islands. No additional establishment of any kind is, in my opinion, at all
necessary.

25. Monegai’s tours (paragraph 53).—1 concur with Mr, Cowie in thinking that
the Monegar must visit each of the two outlying islands_at least twice a year and
Kadamat oftener. OQrders accordingly are being issued to him.

26. Fish-curing yards ( paragraph 55).—It seems after all not advisab]_e to attempt
to establish any fish-curing yard on the islands, and I agree with Mr. Cowie that there
zllre insuperable difficulties as well as disadvantages in working any scheme of the

ind.

. 21. Od-mill (paragraph 56).—1 support Mr. Cowie’s recommendation that an
oil-mill should be supplied to each of the other three islands as was done in the case
of Amini, but T cannot see the necessity for sending out a second one to Amini. If
the one supplied to it some years ago is appreciated, there is no reason why the
1slanders, who are generally well off, should not procure a second one at their own
cost. It would be a mistake, I think, to make them too much dependant upon the
assistance and care of Government.

28. The proposed combination of the appotntments of Monegar and Hospital Assist~
ant (paragraph 57).—The Board has already, in its Proceedings of 29th April 1891,
Mis. No. 2955, disapproved of the proposal to amalgamate the two offices, and I
refrain from offering any remarks.

29. Survey (paragraph 58),—The four® maps prepared by the Surveyor who
Y (poragrap ) acoompanied Mr. Cowie are herewith

forwarded for reference. They seem to
: be only poor maps, but will serve as a basis
for future surveys, and the stones put down in all the islands, except Kadamat, will
show in what directions the configuration of the islands is altering and the rate of
alteration. I request that the maps may be returned when done with.

30. Requests of the Islanders—-

(1) That they should be allowed o purchase more salt at _cost price—(para«
graph 59).—Mr. Cowie makes out a pretty strong case, but I hesitate to recommend
?he concession, for if the want were real they would surely purchase some salt now
in the open market, and apparently they purehase none. They have the remedy also in
their own hands as they can earn a bonus by seuding over coir of better quality and
can get more salt by sending more coir too. s : .

(2) The request that the islanders may be supplied with a betfer quality of rice
( paragraph 60).—Every necessary precaution 18 taken to supply the islanders in part
payment for their coir with as good rice as is available in the local market, and the
Monegar is much to blame for not reporting t¢. me or the Treasury Deputy Collector
if the rice supplied on the last occasion was not of average quality. As a further
precaution against the possible substitution of inferior qualities of rice on the part of
contractors who are prone to resort to such practices, especially when the market price.

3

* Sent separately in a tin case by parcel post.
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suddenly rises above the contract rate, T shall make it a ryle hereafter that no pay-
ment shall be made for any quantities of rice supplied to the islanders uuless each
bill or receipt presented at the treasury is countersigned by the Monegar (when he is
present on the maiuland) and the Assistant Superintendent of Sea Customs at Manga-
lore in token of the rice having been approved by them,

(8 Lhat the Jee mow collected on darkhasts at the rate of one rupee each may be
remitted ( paragraph 61).——Thisg may, I think, be done as recommended by Mr, Cowie,
The amount of revenue concerned must re very small.

(4) The prayer of the islanders of Chetlat that trees on Tekkulspalla be given up
to them ( paragraph (63 ).—Mr. Cowie’s recommendations have my support,

(5) Petition Jrom the Mon egar’s Cler k, Sayed Oosman, praying for an increase to his
pay Rs. 10-8-(, (Paragraph 04, 224 cluuse).—I am not prepared to support Mr, Cowie’s
yecommendation in this behalf. The clerical work of the ) ouegar was formerly done
by one of his Peons, who received only Rs. 6 per mensem, but ag the pay of the Divi
beons was generally considered to be lnadequate, it was, in 18 81, raised to the uniform
rate of Rs. Government Order, dated 16th November 1881, Mis. No. 1798.
Later on, at the recommendation of Mr. Sturrock, the Monegar was provided with a
Separate clerk and his pay fixed at Rs, 10-8—( per mensem with a view to give him
a claim to a pension on the superior scale. I consider this pay ample for the descrip-
tion of man ordinarily found willing to serve on the Divis as a clerk and the quality
of the work that has to be done,

(6) That a money allowance pe substituled for the trees given to the Kavilgars at
Amini as their remuncration, a3 they fing it difficult to pluck the fruit on account of their
distance ( paragraph 64, clause 2).—The Kavilgars or Nadpals were given 20 trees
each in lieu of fees and Perquisites on the recommendation contained in paragraph 52
of Mr. Bradley’s report printed ip Government Order, dated 16th N ovember 1851,
No. 1728 (Board’s Proceedings, dated 21st January 1882, Mis. No. 195) ; who cal-
culated that this_grant would be equivalent to Rs. 12 per annum, which it wag esti-
mated they.recelved. As they go desire, I think the trees can be taken away from
them and given to sqttlprs, receiving instead an allowance in rice. The allowance
proposed by Mr. Cowie is, however, to, small, and it is little wonder they complain if
their trees are only worth Rs. 2.8.( Per annum, seeing that Mr. Bradley thought they
would bring them in about Rs, 12 perannum, I would give each 4 muras of rice per
annum, of which the value will vary between Rs. 11 and Rs, 12,

81. T regret the delay in the Submission on my part of this report. But I have
had much other pressing work during the past two months, and have found it difficult
to find time to go through all the references, &c., counected with the island adminis-

E~crosure No. 1.

From D. COWIE, Esq., Aeting Head Assistant Collector of South Canara, to the Collector of
South Canara, dateq Coondapoor, 30th April 1891, No. 644.

I have the honour to submit the'followiug report on my visit to those of the Laccadive
islands attached to South Canara, *

2. I loft Mangalore on 19th J anuary gnd returned on 27th February last. T visited the
four inhabited islands, Aminidivi, Kadamat,

ﬁmdini g 0 ;i1 13 Kiltan and Chetlat, in the order in which I
Kiltan O . .1 Y havenamed them : the number of days spent
Chetlat - by me on each island is shown in the margin.

I was not able to go to Bitra, the uninhabited

island, or to the open reefs : the weather wag unfavorable and I had not time to wait for a change.

¢ KI dhad littlo difficulty i moving about among the islands. The weather delayed me a little
at Kadamat.

. Of course my clerks ang followers suffered a good deal from sea sickness and did not take
kindly to Journeys in open boats,

.. 8. Grneral «condition—Thig ig good. The islanders, especially the people of Aminidivi and
Kiltan, give one the idea that they are decidedly well off. '

b o i il
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The people of Kadamat ang Chetlat are behind hand : there are, however, remarkably few
paupers on the islandsg, 1y man or woman fit and willing to work can always make g living,
T'he islanders are g smaller race than the Moplas of the mainland ; all the men I saw were in
capital condition, an] they are much cleaner than the mainland men,

The dwelling houses are substantially built of lime stone; they are untidily thatcheq and are
terribly dark and dirty inside.

There is little furniture but eots : in one or two houses I saw really good bedsteads. In
some of the houges now being built some attempt is being made to introduce rudimentary form
of window, .

Except during the rajng the islanders live almost entirely in the open air: in Kittan anq
Chetlat every one slecps at night on the shore of the lagoon to get the benefit of the breeze,

The health of the people is generally good. There has been no epidemio for‘some Years,
The trade returus show increased importation of tobacco, arecanuts, &c., the luxuries of island
life. A few hours’ work iy the miorning is all that the great majority of the men do: for the
rest of the day they loaf,

The Monegar's filog show how fond they are of going to court ; they do not appear to
abandon their olg habit of reliance on oral agreements : documents are hardly ever executed.

The registers contain few, except documents evidencing marriages and divorees, registration
of which the Monegar declared to be compulsory when the present system was introduced.

It is now optional and very little advantage is taken of it.

Marriages are as temporary as ever. The Karani of Chetlat told me he had married at !eas(;
three women, A man who can afford it takes a fresh wife, or rather wistress, as often as he likes.

I did not hear of any instance of a will. )

Disputed successions give the Monegara good dt_)al of work. Tn such cases a dying declara-
tion or death-bed statement of rights is implicitly relied on and not seldom invented.

The people have not become in the least more energetic or less apathetio than they were.
To all suggestions as to new industries in which they might engage to their advantage they
turn a deaf ear; they are perfectly content with their lot., and for this there is, of course, good
roason, as they make g living, obtain what comforts they wish and are let alone.

4. Populution—

—_—— =
: ’ Increase or
1891. I decrease. Percentage
Names of islands, ' Total. Total. | of increase
or decrease.
Men. |Women, Men. [Women.
—_— ]
Amini oo L9 1095 1 284 | 1021 | 1.130 2,151 | — 38| 4 35| — 3 ~ 04
Kﬂ]dumut / M2 Ci2s | Toer | Cirs | Uies | Daos F 83| 4 38 | -+ n + %
iltan 379 38 66 351 372 723 | — 28| — 15 | — —
Chetlag ; iss 511 | — 122 | — 34| — 156 — 25

311 356 667 / 189 322

Total , LS9L | 1,963 | 3,854 1,736 , 1,987 ‘ 3,723 l — 155 | + 24 ’ - 13‘!

The figures of 189) are the result of this year’s census which was held as on the‘ mainland.
I found that the preliminary census had been duly carried out, though rather late. The enume-
rators had some difficulty about columns 3 to 6 of the schedale, and one man was writing down
évery person in his block as both Sunni and Shiah—s mistake that was duly corrected.

The population appears, if the census figures are compared with the figures of 1886, to have
decreased by 131, or some 35 per cent., but that this decrense is real is very doubtful.

The census wag held in the fa; ather, and soveral boats’ crews must have been away frm.n
the islands either at the coast grf::;rtx: otlllltlying resfs. The difference, too, between the sexes ig
much more markeq 20w than at former enumeratjons ; .in fact, it was pretty constant before;
That it is so much marked now is probably owing to the absence of n.larger number of boats
crews than happened tq be away at the time that the other enumerations were held. The
population of Kadamat hag ingrasgey by st least 25 per cent,, that of Chitlat has apparently
decreased to the same extent, but that this really is 80 is extremely improbable. That island
certaiuly suffored morg than the others from small-pox in 1887, but @hls does not explain the
decrease. The people of the island are exceedingly unwilling to emigrate. I have no doubt
the apparent decrease hag been caused by the absence of a number of boats and their crews,
The population of Kiltan and Amini has not increased or diminished to an y marked extent : both
islands are thickly inhabiteg and the people do not emigrate.
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5. Registration—

Births. Desths. l Population in 1886. Population in 1891.
Years. :
Males. Females.’Total. Males, [Females, Total.{‘ Males. [Females.|Totul. | Males, |Females.| Total.
l ! .
1886 .. ., 46 43| 89 { 49 81 97| .. v . . v
1887 .. Ll 45 41| 86 35 2] 7 .. . .. - .-
1888 .. . 51_1 44 98 83 86 169 . . .
1889 .. .. 33 390 74 57 a9 | 108! .. .. .. . . .-
1890 .. 29 46 75 48 39 87 . .. . . o .
Total .. 209 213 | 422 272 264 | 536 ] 1,801 | 1,963 {3,854 | 1,736 | 1,987 |3,i23

The net decrease of the population shown by these statistics (the figures are taken from the
registers which are in the same form as the birth and death registers kept on the mainland) is
about the same as that shown by the census figures. These figures are, of course, not eutirely
reliable as the registration is probably defective owing to lack of supervision, and aceount must
be taken of the little immigration and emigration that goes on. )

However, this table shows that the decrease of population in Chetlat according to the census
is not real, the decrease in that island is according to this table only 22. In only one year out
of the last five were there more births thap deaths. . . b

The death-rate in 1887 was 22-03 ang the birth-rate 19-97 per mille. I notice thaft the
figures, births and deaths, of the last five vears are, as a rule, much smaller than tﬁom; 0 é )
eleven yes;lrs prefce(}llhl)g. The registers show 108 or 20 per cent. of the deaths of the last five
years as those of children under one year of age. .

If 20 per cent. of the children bgn? rd?: ?ng this way, it is no wonder that the population does
not increase. The register has probably heen very much neglected.

6. Buildings—

’

e [ i
‘ Mosques. Number | Number
Houses. of persons ; of persons
Island, oo =TT {0 ench to each
; 1886 { 1891, | 1886. | 1891, | house. | mosque.
! [ S S D S
} I
Amini . . .| 5 36 39 48 b
Kadamat .. .. _" 43: ! 4;5 6 8 67 3;%
Kiltan . e | 196 19 17 36 268
Chetlat 110 149 12 12 21

"{‘.‘ﬁe Eumber of houses has increageq in every island except Kiltan.
e figures for mosques call fo k. e
No change worth mentioning hra;l %:::ln ?;troduced into the style of building. The houses
are strongly built and from the outside Jogk well enongh.
st II) saizlv a goodhmax?y of the mosques. 7The Jumma masji
rst building in the islands and is wel] . . i
For it a good deal of timber has betflpgngorted from the mainland; the Monegar 1s the
treasurer and gets the work done. w3 in Kilt d Chetlat
A fow other mosques in this island and those called Jumms masjids 1n Riltan an
are well kept up. Many of the older palljes are in ruins.

d in Aminidivi is far the largest and

7. Boals—
Amini. K ad'amat- Kiltan. Chetlat.
Years. I — — .
Sui ild- Build- Q Build-
Large.| Small. i k;‘r‘l‘éd' Large.| Small. B;IHI;d Large.| Small. | 7 Large.| Small. | oo
S
7 1
1886 .. . ‘ 32 101 . 0 .. 26 77 3 30 68
1891 .. . \ 36 153 3‘ 2 33 .. 24 87{ 8 30 83 4
i

* Qne belonged to Aminidivi. g .

These figures are satisfactory, espeeiglly those that show an increase in large boats belonging

to Kadamat which is really 2, oie 0 tilglb{,ats shown as belonging to .t}_ns island in lgSthemg
seally an Aminidivi boat and having since been sent back to Aminidivi. The large boats run
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from 12 to 18 tons: the great majority of them are about 15 tons. Of small boats (column 3)
many are really small fishing boats, but the little includes a fair number of boats pulling & or 10
oars, such as the one like Monegar owns and makes his tours in. ‘The large boats are built
almost entirely of timber imported from the mainland. .

Island wood is used for gunwales, internal fittings, &c. Sails are made of imported eloth.
A 15-ton boat costs some Rs. 450. The fact that Kadamat has in five years been able to build
two such boats shows how that island is advancing.

The islanders, though anything but bold seamen, are extremely fond of over-loading their
boats. 'lhey use the compass and have other nautical instruments, made, I was told, in Kowrati,
one of the Malabar islands.

8. Occupations,——

' Malims -
Goldsmiths. | Silversmiths. Blacksmiths-! Carpenters..v (navigators). Barbers. Teachera.
Tslands.
1886. | 1891. | 1886. | 1891, | 1896. | 1891. | 1886. [ 1891. | 1886. | 1891. | 1886. | 1891. | 1886. | 1891,
Amini . .. 4 12 1 3 . 14 21 14 22’ 10 27 7 10
Kadamat ., ., | .. 7 7 .. 1 2 8 6 8 6 1 2 2 2
Kiltan .. .. | '3 1 é § 8 5 | 14 | 10 8 | 20 4 4 5 2
Chetlat  ,, . 1 1 4 2 4 3 13 10 18 36 5 6 4 5

There is no more skilled labour on the islands than there us_ed to be. 'Fhere is little or no
division of labour. Every one helps every one else and is helped in his turn.

9. Education.—

In 1886. In 1891. '
Ld
: Total Total
Islands. Pupile. Pupils. increase. | decresase.
Teachers, |——————————| Total. | Teachers, Total.
Males. |Females. Males. |Females.
Amini 7 141 123 ‘ 264 10 148 121 269 5 .
Kadamat 2 21 13 34 -2 17 16 33 . 1
Kiltan .. 5 44 al 76 2 14 8 22 - 53
Chetlat . 4 38 7 45 b 32 28 60 [ .
- {
Total .. 18 | 244 | 174 ' 418 o | e | oam | s l

. The figures were obtained from the Karanis. Chetlat is the only island that shows an
increase in the number of pupils, : .  sge s
No explanation was given of the falling off in the numbers of scholars in Aminidivi. The
figure 269 includes 15 boys studying with Khadri Haji. the teacher paid by Government, referred
to in Mr. Shujaat Ali’s report and the Board’s Proceedings thereon. .
This man was sent to work under one Rajah Mukri, who had a very large number of [F“.P‘ls’
but this Mukri died a short time ago ; the Mcnegar has had a shed built and set Khadri Iaji up
to keep school in it. At first he had thirty-one pupils ; now he has not balf that number. ,
. He makes use of Garthwaite’s Malayalam Reader, Parts I and II, and the same author’s
Arithmetic, Part I, Malayalam. . . ]
Unfortunately thereis now in Awinidivi no Mukri of anything like the popularity of the
late Rajah Mukri. .
ik II tc;lo 1101'é tl;link it is advisable to let Khadri Haji continue by himself. Pupilsare much more
1kely to go to him if he is attache ukri. .
All must go to a Mukri toc atd 11:;;: l\liem to repeat texts from the Koran. No Mukri at
present has more than fort pupils. . .
I would recommend that Khaedri Haji be attached to the most influential among them.
Now that Kadamat ig independent of Aminidivi, no children go from that island to school
at Aminidivi. In Kiltan three schools are at present olosed, two teg.ohers be;__ng telpporarﬂy
absent from the island, and a third sick. The nomber of teachers has lncr'eased in Amini alone.
The death of Rajah Mukri has, of course, benefited his unsuccessful rivals. . _
''he proportion of girl to boy pupils is satisfactory, but I understand that girls stay at
sohool longer than boys.  In Kiltan T was told that girls went to school till they were ten years
old and after that * continued their studjes at home. . . .
I need not say that in each island the Moktessors When questioned on the subject said they
could not afford to pay for education. The people of at least three islands out of the four can

4
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fees ; they are not all badly off, but they have not the slighest desire
glf)ftoe:i(xlx ti(r)npizvg:iog(ifi?ti:jﬁs: theyyare as.ir.ldifferent to it as they are to any industry by which
they might improve their material condition.

10. Cattle.— 3
[ In 1886. In 1891.
Islands.
Cows, ’ Goats. Cows, Goats.
' ,
Amini .. . . e . . 208 614 200 167
K;,ndlul;mt .e .. .o ve ve .e 50 32 42 31
Kiltan .. . .e .. .. .o 33 28 40 34
\ [ Chetlat e . . .. .. . 21 63 8 26
Total .. ‘ 312 l 637 290 258
1

The cattle are of course all imported, .

There are a few bulls and bullocks g lumped together with the cows in the return. The
number of cows in Chetlat has decreased considerably.

As far as I could make out Chetlat sells cattle to Amini.

Goats in Amini and Chetlat have decreased in numbers. The people have been killing
them off to preserve the young cocoanut plants from destruction. Kadamat has more grazing
ground than any other island and supports a few cattle from Aminidivi,

11. Planting—The next paragraph contains what I have to say about planting by or for
Government,

As to planting by the islanders, I did not have the cocoanut trees counted ; the work would
have given the officials considerable anq the islanders far more trouble ; besides, the Board of
Revenue has expressed itself as against sych a proceeding. How planting progresses can be
asoertained sufficiently acourately from the statement of the officials and islanders and the inspec-
tion of the islands.

Kiltan and Aminidivi aré, 88 you know, fully planted. Old trees are regularly replaced
and no land that is worth anything is wasteq.

Planting in Kadamat is 80wg on rapidly ; roughly speaking the Aminidivi people plant the
southern-and the Kadamat People the northern half of the islan

In Chetlat newly formgd_lzmd is planted, and T noticed g number of young trees and plants
all over the island. "The soil 18, however, very poor.

. The tabulation begun by the Monegar, and referred to in the two last reports, has been
discontinued in accordance with your order, No, 8, dated 13th January 1890.
12. Government trees.—

Rented. Enjoyed by officials. | (iven to paupers.
Islands. Trees. Plants,
_—
Trees. Plants. Trees. ' Plants. Trees. Plants.

Amini o e * 417 192 12 . 80 . 213 148
Kadamat ,, . 1,232 404 647 .. 121 . 205 23
Kiltan v e 169 135 70 . 20 . 79 37
Chetlat .. ‘e . + 172 293 10 .. 20 .. . .-

Total ..| 1,990 | 1,00 139 | .. 21| .. 497 208

* These include 187 which the Monegar calls ** old plants,” plants more than four years old.
+ Do. 1589 do. do. do.

The monegar at first gave me & return compiled, I beliove, from his records of 1874, which
turned out of course to he worthless, so I made him count all the trees himself. The return
appended is probably accurate. The Mmonegar has obeyed your Order No. 61, dated 29th April
1890, and has put in no Plants for some time,

. The statement shows the number of trees held by Government servants (the nadpal of each
minor island and the kavilgars of Aminidivi), trees held by paupers, trees let out on rent and a
number of young plants,

I called for dark}msts for Government trees in obedience to your Order No. 61, dated 29th
April 1890, but on this I passed no final orders because your Order states that the darkhastdars
are to hav.e the trees at g fajr price or rent,

Renting Government treeg 18 in my opinion to be avoided as far as possible ; the inconsider-
able.number of trees that it may be Decesgary for Government to retain in order to be able to
provide for persons left destitute by a hurricane or other cause might, or, T think must be,
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rented out, but the mass of the trees should be got rid of once and for all. The monegar told
me that the planting and i ing,

I asked the headmen of thg islands what would be a fair price ; they say Re. 1 for a full-
grown l?ea_rlng tree, annas ¢ {o annas 6 for plants aceording to age and size.

This is, T believe, a moderate valuation in the case of the islands of Aminidivi and Chetlat,
Kadamat I except as the trees on it are to be given to immigrants from other islands and for
Kiltan a higher value would be appropriate. The people of Kiltan are better off than any of
the others and unwilling to angwer questions about their condition.

However, the Government, trees on Kiltan are few in number. Taking the rate mentioned

above the value of all the trees and plants that Government has to dispose of in the four islands
comes to an Inconsiderable. sum,

In each case it was the islanders who, under the supervision of the peons, did all the work
of planting and as I have said before they received no remuneration. I would venture to
Propose that the trees he given up to the darkhastdars, poor people being preferred.

13. Rented trees.—The average amount of rent for the last five years is Rs. 88-2-3. I
found that the monegar had neglected the collection.

14. Records,—The record room, when I arrived at Amini, was tidy and clean. There are
15 dufters at Present and an index is maintained ; it is the one seen by Mr. Bradley in 188¢
continued,

The dufters are kept on wooden racks ; the fittings of the room, which is also the room where
the monegar’s clork does his work, are quite good enough, s

...~ BPETS are now sorted into three main heads—Magisterial, Revenue and Civil, in accordance
With your Order No. 8, dated 13th January 1890, paragraph 9. .

As I report upon each branch of the monegar’s work, I will mention the records of that
branch. Here I have to say that no darkhast register is kept. One might be kept with advan-
tage and would give little trouble while it would be exceedingly useful for reference.

uaring my stay on the island of course constant calls were made on the record room ; the
Papers were found to be properly arranged, and both the monegar and his clerk seem to be able
to find anything that was wanted. When on tour the monegar carries the necessary records
n a large wooden hox in which, when at head-quarters, he keeps his stationery. ' )

The monegar keeps neither a darkhast register nor a Civil Court deposit register. Ile
should, [ think, be made to open both the registers referred to and to keep a Hathcarda as other

ub-Magistrates do ; further he keeps no proper cash account,

15. Pounds.—

\
Amini. Kadamat, "~ - Kiltan.
Years. Cows Cows Cows
and | Goats. | Amount. and ( Goats. | Amount. and Goats. | Amount.
bulls. bulls. bulls.
1 2 3 n | 5 | o |7 8 [ 9 | 10
Re. A. P. RS. A. P RS. A. P.
1886 . 4 2% 12 0| .. 5/ 200 .. -
1887 10 ol e . .. 9| 2 280
1888 .- . .. 1 3 1 4 0 ceee
1889 .0 L 1l o 8 o
/0 L 2 2/ 1 80
Chetlat. Total, Deduct.
Y Net collecs
6ars. tion.
Qows Rewards to| Feeding
b?llllii Goats.| Amount. |Cows. |Gosts.| Amount. seizers. charges.
5.
1 12 13 14 | 16 16 17 ’ 18 ’ 19
)
RS. A. P.| BS. A. P.| Re. A. P.| RS, 4. P
188 e A ] es| 5 b o] Boar o] R 19 14 0
1887 .. . .. 3 9 2 14 o 22 78] 23 156 © 6 7 0f 0 6 0| 17 2 8
1888 ., .. .4 . .. 1| 8| 1 40 . . 1 4
1889 .. .. .. .e .. 1 0 8 0 0 4 0 .. 0 4 0
! N O Yo 2 1 80| .. . 1 8o

. . full

There are, as you are aware, no ounds on the islands. Cattle are invariably carefully

tethered ; if an animal breaks loose ’and oes any damage the injured party takes the animal to the
cutcherry, where a fine is levied,
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The statement shows the amounts colleoted and details for the last five years. In islands
where the monegar does not happen to be at the time of seizure the case is reported when he
does appear by tho peon in charge. Trespass and damage by cattle gives rise to a fair number
of suits. Owing to the extensive planting tha.t’ has been going on of late years the number of
goats in Chetlat and Amini has been considerably reduced. In each island [ asked the people
how the rules worked and they told me that if there were no pound rules they would not be able
to live.

In one they said it was hard on them to have to pay fines especially when the animal broke
loose through no fault of the owners, but they would rather pay fines than be left to themselves.

16. Kals.—The people of Kiltan and Chetlat complain of this pest more than the people
of the other islands, but in all the islands the people told me they thought the numbers of the
rats wlere not increasing, increase being prevented by the activity of the inhabitants in holding
rat-killing koots.

The gustom as to holding these koots is at present this: as soon as all the islanders have
returned from the mainland, say the end of April, koots are held daily or a little less frequently
until the monsoon sets in ; they are also held during breaks in the monsocn., ) L

It was the custom that unmarried men should not attend these koots, but this restriction is
no longer observed. ’ )

I heard no complaints about the cocoanut worm or beetle and when I asked the islanders
about it they said the damage done by it pow is inconsiderable. o i )

They told me the refuse that accumulates in large quantities in the coir-making places
would not do for manure as it breeds a worm.

17. Ouwls.—
Number of owls
Number of
Years ovls senc, 1 reached the
1886 O 3
1887 2 2
1888 e . ees . 10
1889 . . e e e
1890 . . .. B

Total ... 23

—

I@lv—

Aminidivi is the only island where there is said to be an owl living at the present time.

The statement shows the number of owls sent to the islands of late years,

It is a pity that those shipped in 1888 were not better looked after. .

Mr. Thomas was able to send owls across to the islands without loosing any.

The islanders appreciate owls and ask for more.

I could not take any one to the islands with me as the notice given to me was short. No
attempt is made in Amini to provide shelter for the owls. The bread fgmt and othe_r trees
provide a good deal of shelter; in Kadamat the jungle is thick enough and in the other islands
there are thickets which probably supply all the shelter required. I would suggest that a fresh
supply of owls be sent over as soon after the monsoon as possible.

18. Rat snakes and_mungooses.~I oonld hear of none alive on the islands. y

Though the people denied the impeaohn;lent there is no doubt that they killed all or 'nearly
all the snakes and mungooses sent. Of the former they were, and are, desperately afraid and
the latter they object to as the mungooses are partial to fowls. )

The island rats now live on the cocoanut trees, and I doubt whether a mungoose climbs
trees, .

The islanders have mo objection to the toddy eat (they certainly knmow very little about
him). What they ask for is poison.

The menegar told me he ought some poison in the Mangalore bazaar some years ago and
it was the death of many rats. 1 could not make out what it was exactly, but will ask him
about it when he comes fo the mainland. .

The islanders oould, if they chose to starve them a little, Eet good work done by their

cats. 1 made the Kadamat people starve their cats for two or three weeks and the effect, a8
they admitted, was good.

19. Dry grain, &e.—The tot or két in Amini still exists, but it has been very much en-
croached upon. The soil is said to be particularly good for cocoanut plants which have come
into bearing very speedily, but, on he other hand, do not last. . .

at remains of the tot is cultivated With dry grains, vegetables and plantains, as in
former days. My surveyor had wot sufficient time to demarcate the tot.

b In Kadamat the old’ quasi-Kumeri cultivation is carried on but less than was formerly
the case.

b e e % e o
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In Kiltan and Chetlat no attempt is made to grow grain ; these islands produce a few
vegotables.

Tress, &e.
Bread fruit. | Lime trecs. Honne. Arecanut. | Other sorts. | Plantains. | Betel vines,
Islands, e |

1836.7 1891, | 1886. | 1891. | 1886. | 1891. 1885.[1891. 1886.;1891. 1886. ' 1891. | 1886. | 1591,
—
Amini ., |, 787' 6861 6561 446 | 35, 30| 100 79 267 /1,008 3,520 2,549 101 3,766
Kadamat ., . 12 2 .. 6 15 15 .. - . 128 1 -, 32 8 | 316
Kiltan .. .| 681 148| .. 4 .. 17 .. . . 496 | .. 221 301 340
Chetlat .. .. | 271! 99 1] 15 9| 15 3| 2| 2081 53| 25 90| 539

The statement compares the present number of trees other than cocoanut trees with that of
1886. '

Mr. Bradley’s remarks hold good now. The exportation of limes has fallen off. There are
large quantities of a fibrous plant in Aminidivi, the sap of which is in great demand for the hair,
and T am told encourages its growth besides being cooling. 'I'he plants are exported to Mangalqre,
where they fetch 12 annas a piece. The Manji Mara, another cactus, is used for mat-making
aud a fow nets are still made with the fibre of what, I believe, is the wild pine-apple.

20, Mainland trees, tegelables, &c.—~The monegar introduced pine-apples some twelve years
ago, but to no purpose.

At the same time he began to rear casnarinas and now there are some 18 fairly well-grown
trees round the cute' erry at Aminidivi. He has now a quantity of seedlings that he intends to
distribute among the islands.

He put in some more pine-apples, and enast plantains, a short time ago, and all with atten-
tion are doing well. In the other islands there are as yet no imported trees or vegetables, except
one mango tree, which is in Kadamat.

21 Raiufull. ~There ave three rain gauges on the islands—one in Kiltanz two in 'Amini.‘ one
of which is looked ufter by the Karan? angd the other by the H..spital Assistant. The Kiltan
gauge needs some slight repairs. The Karani’s figures are appouded.

22. Meteorology.—The Hospital Assistant left the islands in April of last year and at the
time of my visit no one had taken his place. 'I'he result was that the meteorological instruments
were sadly negleeted and only a few observations had been recorded. The ward cooly did all he
could in the way of observations but that was little enough,

Ho was afraid to handle some of the instruments; they were in a terrible state of rust. I had
them cleancd ; the result was disappointing. .

I omitted to tuke the {{ospital Assistant’s figures recording the rainfall. His records are all
at Mangalore. 1 have written to the District Surgeon on the subject. . L

The iustruments are in a suitable place near the hospital ; the stand on which the wind
gauge is requires repair,

3. Awinidivi—is stil] the most forward of the islands. The people on the whole.are in
very easy circumstances and consequently more litigious than the people of the other islands.
That they have more than enough and to spare is shown by the money spent on the Jumma
Masjid. “ihe island, as Mr, Bradley says, very neatly fills up the reef. There is teslly no
lagoon ; big kundras can oet inside the outer reef at four points but except at high tide they
cannot get in unless unladen. There is one more small opeuing in the reef. ]

ﬁ'll'he island undergoes little or no change in configuration. It increases slightly to the
south-east,

Along the northern shore the coral rock ecrops up and good deal is cut by the islanders for
building purposes, .

It is much harder than the limestone quarried in the interior of the island.

The island is fully Planted ; at the northern end there is a considerablp space along the
shore left vacant ; it is very poor land,

4. Kadamat is stil] the most thinly populated and backward of the islands, but there are
signs of progress.
The old dependence on the people of Amini has been shaken off. Very few people sre

now tenants of Amini and even these have the tenure of their tenancy well defined and are iu a
not unfavorable position.

The islanders have now six big boats of their own ; in 18€6 they had only four. )
The population of the island has increased in the last five years by 25 per cent,

)
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Plantation is going on rapidl No immigration to this island has as yet begun from
Amini and Chetlat. 1had a n?mlg;r of upplicutigons from people willing to immigrate if Gov-
ernment would give them trees, -

.. Ihe people of Amini have planted nearly all the trees in the southern part of the island ; it
will g‘mbab.ly pay them in time to put in resident tenants.
- There is a little dry cultivation, not so much as in former days I was told. b

The islanders suffor a good deal from jungle fires, but they deserve little pity as if t gy
would only take the trouble when they plant to clear away the jungle (leaving enough to shade
the young plants) no fire would spread and little damage en<ue. L'hey are not perhaps more
apathetic than the people of the other islands, but they are certainly not less so.

The laggon 18 far the largest in our islands and people from Amini as well as
the Malabar.mland? come to it to fish, 'I'here are two entrances for lurge boats an
ones. The island is extending at its southern extremity but not rapidly.
o ]I-Jmtlie and limestone are exported to Amini, firewood to all the o

ainland.

from some of
d a fow small

ther islands and the

Sir W. Robinson’s time,
nto their condition.

They do not want
to do anything that

25. Kiltan.—The ‘ 1 . ff and, ss in
: . people here are very well © sy BY "5
they object more than the people of any otzzryisland to any enquiry 1

Like the others the i to better their condition.
: Yy are not in the legst eager to 3
8 fish-curing yard ; they do not want to rrf:ke oi% for sle, they do not wan
will make them exert themselves, . tion), for which and for
'l‘httair women make coir, the men make copra (not s difficult opera ) .
¢ocoanuts a good price is at present obta; ly dry, a go0
Thg island still increas£s on the welslfd"l‘he lagoon is very shallﬂg‘/ anler;izayby ‘tYl;e mone-
deal of it, at low water. There are two entrances for large kundras (bot
gar and pepplq some years ago) and one or two smail ones. ars on the shore of the
! Plantmg 18 attended to and a fresh row of plants put in every few ye
agoon,
.. Asm Kadamat and Chetlat the houges are all together and not sca
island as is the case in Amini.

26. Cbr:tlal.——The coir of this island ig particulnrly good. The poople, however,
much attention to it as their trees arce generally so poor. . he population, do 2
They own a great number of boats that is great in proportion to g p9§1aflds and the
good deal of fishing at the reefs and a good deal of currying between the Malabar: o and well
Ceast. 8ir W. Robinson says of Chetlat : 'l he inhabitantz are all pooT, but qu t Eioiently
behaved and devote most of their time to ﬁéhing as the returns from plantation aré n
large to induce them to take much pains with it.” ' been killed off
There are, however, a very large number of young plauts and the goats have eeo im0
to some extent for the protection of them The péople say that ouly & very small prop
the plants put In reach matarity, and jf they do, as a rule, bear very poorly- Kiltan, which
.. The island is increasing on al} sides Y ecially towards the lagoon as also Kaian, .
island it resembles & good deal. ®P Y landers
The opening in the reef at the north (se0 Mr Stokes’ report) is kept clear by the 18
and ;});"event? tlﬁa1 eroslion that used to take place.
ormerly this island was the scene .l wrecks.
%elflougd‘ his tomb-stone had fallen downofns;‘i)e::n carried away. I had it replace
ced in,
: : . here though
not gﬁ%n;:tig?%tone is exported from this jgland to the coast and good mats are made

ttered throughout the

do not pay

. e died hel‘e.
A seaman named Prm:ir(;il(i the grave

. tlab

27. Bitra.—~1 got what informati 1d sbout this irland from the people of Che it

who apparently are the most frequent ?i:it{;r?&) itathough the Malabar islanders a}ﬁo 'g?a;g li;

I was told that the Peer’s tomb had been washed ’awa,y. Plonting is kept up. The 18 iy
washed away at the north and a8 regularly added to at the south. Sea birds are now

) . 1 of the jungle
E‘a:tiea:: ;llz?erous and visitors now and again make & raid on them. A good dealo ]

Reefs.—There are four o h is Beliapauni
pen reefs, The most northern 18 p s
able length ax_xd only shows two small spaces sbove water at high water,
the reef. This reef is 18 miles from Bitrs Byranhor
Cheriapanni lies 18 miles south-west, from Beliapauni. It is better known as the yn}nthe
reef and no part of it is above water at high water. Boats can get inside the reef and it 1s o
favourite fishing ground, It is much lar, ger than Beliapauni. The islanders say they notice
change 1(!11 these reefs. There is the stemgof an iron ship still visible on Cheriapsunt.
irds are not numerous on th :
X 'Permulllla. i8 a reef due wost ofelsfnll‘?gs‘.w miles. A small portion is above high water mark
and 18 usnally occupied by g lar s birds.
Elekulpiny lies 30 m)ir]es eagtéol’}ulré]i}])::noisg is some 30 fathoms below the surface.

which is of consider-
Boats can get inside

b AU e
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28. Fishing.—There is little to add to Mr. Bradley’s and Mr. Stokes’ statements except that
the islanders apparently use the line much more than ip former days. T hey are still devoted to
the spear. The spear used by day light for large fish is in no way remarkable.

The smaller spear used at night in the lagoon has a head or rather a sheaf of heads of
arecanut wood. At the open reefs laxrge coir nets are used, but the smaller nets in common use
about the islands are made of twine brought frem the mainland. Their fishing lines the islanders
get from the mainland.

.1 saw an octopus caught.
chicken.”

29. Birds.—The islands do not possess a greater variety of birds than at the time of
Mr. Bradley’s inspection ten years ago. 'The crow still keeps to Amiui, but the paddy-bird has
found out Chetlat.

30. -Moktexors.~The number in Amini is 21. _Of these, four were originally considered first
class, the names of such families being Porahat, Pondawterli, Poradan-and Biamadi. Of late
years Kanuolu has been treated as first class. L.

The ounly advantage that the sitting member gains is precedence over all the second-class
moktesnrs,

The present man is respectable and intelligent.

'I’horg are no moktesorsptn represent the lovgvest Melacherry caste. Some peqp!e of this caste
hinted to me that they would like some to be appointed, but the monegar’s opinion is that the
moktesors of higler caste would strangly object to the innovation, and be is probably right,
The anpointment of moktesors of the Jowest caste in Amini would be contrary to custom and
result ©1 no moktesor doing any duty at all. As it is, I think the monegar is sufficient check on
the moktesors and low caste people, s if they think themselves unfairly treated by the mok-
sesors, can always appeal to him. In Kadamat there were originally seven mupamars, the
monegar said there should be eight, but apparently the islanders are right. There are now seven
men serving ; one of the old families (Pondal) has died out. 1 got the mupamars to recommend
a respectable family to replace it, but on second thought I have to say that I do not see the
advantage of appointing another man.

In Kiltan thirteen names were given to me, but I found that the proper number was seven
or eight. The islanders say that the number was increased because of the increase in the
number of intelligent men in the island. No less than four of the present mupamars are related
to Mupava Kunnipere Abdurrahaman who is a prominent mupamar, but it must be remarked
ﬂ)ﬂ'& some of these represent the old families, and I could discover nothing disclzedlta,ble in the
oircumstances of their appointments. Two of the mupamars are blind and one 1s a leper ; ’ghe
latter of course does no work. I would allow his nephew to succeed him and would not appoint
any one to succeed the three mupamars who are said, have no near male relations. Thxs_ lel.m
flme reduce }tlhe number of mupamars to ten, 8 number that the present men declare is quite

arge enough. ‘ .

In Chetlat there were originally nine mupamars. There are now ten persons serving, four
of these representing families seleoted by the monegar and mupamars on the extinction of old

families, As directed I made a list* of the
* Enclosure 1. present mupamars and moktesors. .

In each island one or two people came forward and claimed the office, but I found in each
case that no redress was deserved. Appointments appear to have been properly made by the
monegar and moktesors. ,

. The monegar does not try as many cases ag in former days with the aid of tbgse function-
aries w.ho, it should be mentioned in many cases, are too lazy to take any interest in matters of
public importance. In Kiltan [ appointed a panchayat to decide & dispute, and the members at
once tried to get out of it,.

. Me. Bradley suggested in 1880 that it would be a good plan to introduce the custom of
taking down the opinion of each moktesor in writing and obtaining his signqt}u'e for purposes of
record, as ¢ ses have oconrred of moktesors denying any knowledge of the decision of a panchayat
on which they acted.” No offect was given to this suggestion though the monegar told me that
in former days moktesors used to sign judgments. . .
; 1The monegar, I find in judgmerﬁts in cases he has tried with moktesors, quotes their findings
roely. ;

There would be no difficulty in making him write down each moktesor’s opinion and take
the signature in each cage, . .

In one island a silversmith on becoming a moktesor threw up his former occupation, but
this sacrifice, I fancy, cannot have been due to his public spirit.

31. Laccndivi Poor Fund.—T esout five recipients of oharity, four in Amini,
two old women and two young b‘};'zr?thaér?aat':,e II)I'I am told will receive the dole unﬁil they marry)
and one (au old blind man) in Kadamat. The latter wished to be al}oyved to give up the dole
and receive some Government trees as he wished to take a wife; a recipient on marriage forfeits
the dole. No complaint was made as to the way in Which the dole is given and I found the

The islanders said it was very good eating “ better than
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accounts regularly kept. T received only one bond fde application to be admltt‘ed to the ber.mﬁfs
of the fundg; this};vas%n Kiltan and the {;pplieant a half-witted dumb mwan. The people said he
was quite incapable of making a living ; s0 I told the monegar to put hiw. on the hst. has
Of the four people named by Mr. Shujaet Ali as fit objects of charity, the monegar
identified three, all old women of Chetlat ynd had put them on the list, ) bmit
With regard to your letter No. 487, dated 4th February 1891, requesting meﬁo 'mtlerest
proposals for the utilization of g sum of Rs. 993, which has accumulated out of t.)e :liluu‘l
realized on the capital of the fund, I have to say that the monegar could mal\:g no s‘u}g;,elsin b
The ouly way in which I can think of employing the money is to esta})}ls}lln ke 1)(37 ol
island under a paid Government teacher, The fund was intended for ch 1itable ?iw( u{voife o
purposes.  Several people in Amin; applied to be put on the poor list, }()iut ‘?Sh : bg extended
immigrants I did not comply with their requests. ‘lhe benefit of the fund mig
to them ; their pames appear in my petition register.

32. Wryecks.—The last report does not mention any wrecks . il she went
I was told that in 1885 an iron vessel floated about on fire among the islands until s
ashore and to pieces on Cheriapauni reef. .
Of late years there has been no important wreck. . . ) ast Amini and
A Kundra in 1888 bringing what the islanders cull1 ;}11119 ;7:‘('1:1 ‘;ZZ IO;’?‘H Phiarly last year
broke her back on Permulla, the crow were saved but al ) ; te‘t}?e coast, crew all saved after a
the Anini Karani’s Kundra capsized in g squall on her way to k 1 the islands ; little of it
week at sea in an open boat. There is a small quantity of wreckage o ’
has been washed y recently, . . d a case half full of
During the ]a§g monsog; bwo large cases full of Natrium Tetiz{ig;ﬁo? wqithq the monegar.
lquor ammonie were washed ashore and are now on their Wity g blxlv by the islanders) and there
I saw the cases, the iron hooping had been stripped off (Pio lnthi'it conveyed them could be
a8 no mark on them by whicl; their destination or the vesse ,
identified,

33. Registration,—

e T e ) Marriages .
Promissory 1[“;2415 Mortgages. Total
Years. Sales. Gifts. Notes. l divorces. ]
T T | RS.
RS RS 1 ’ 1 8
1886 B 2 3 1 5 | .. g
we7 .. L 1 . - 5 1 5
1888 . . .. .. . 2 . [ . 4 } 3
1889 . 1 o 1
1880 .. 2 S I S - :
. A R — T o ( 2 ( 30
Total ,, ’ 7 ‘ 4 i ‘
‘ i

= . - r

This return shows g very small number of documents r'eglesqteffi(‘lymvees, e o

instrueted that his assumption that registration of ma;']rw.ga.i,s torime cors, " Thie T 80w
J/a8 wrong ; very few documents have been preseuted to the registe:

) cecute any documents
because the people object to registration put because they so seldum execute any
at all,

. .. ss . air and well
34. GQovernment buildings ~—The cutoherry and sub-jail at Amini are in good rep
looked after. d well built.
The cutcherries on the other islands are of the same pattern an h cooler than a tent. The
hey are capital places to camp in ag they are always .000}11’ mu: built, I understand, of the
peons on the islands no longer live in the cutcherries but in 1?};159.&8 ensary at Amini meeds
materials of the old cutcherries pulled down in 1881-82. e P ’ .
repair. ) .y ilt a shed for
P The monegar has had a temporary gchool built for Kadri Haji and has also bui _
the oil mill in Amin;, the island
: )
85.- Health—There has boen a Hospital Assistant and a 8rd-class Dispensary on .
of Amini since 1874, . Amini
ke time of my visit there had been no Hospital Assistant f: 1; l?‘ea:‘gs ?l't})’: Egl.e \2:1? of the
moktesor did ask me to Tequest you to abolish the hospital, but th(} 'lts 1 Assistant who accom-
people at large is shown by the way in which they came to the I QsmBﬂ dley’s remarks on this
panied me for treatment, There is little or nothing to add to Mr. mteruk of small-pox in
subject. There has been no serious epidemio with the exception of one O‘il ox in Chetlat) since
1887 (according to the death register in that year 38 people died of small-p
1865. ] hey apparently
The people admif that they are generally more healthy than in former da}’f‘;ﬁe '11210?;)“2? Assist-
suffer a good deal from rheumatism caused, they say, by the sea-broeze.

R TR I e s, v e S

30TE MarcH 1892, No. 310, Revewus,

ant reports that uterine com
the women of that island ar

The nikka m
dition of the wom
not a Mussal
fortunately

plaints are more commeon in
e of poorer physi
arriages or rather connections have no oul
The women do not willingly
the people generally prefer
medical subordinate sent
monegar ; so far the matter of that did the last man & christi

I think the Hospital Assistant on

e would not thi
I would suggest

Kiltan than in the other islands because
que and more sickly than those of the others.

good deal to do with the con-

call in a medic
a man of their
to the islands

en and children.
man and, of course,
the last Mussalman

al man who is
own religion,
quarrelled with the

the islandsis too well paid
nk himself as big a man as the moneg
that the medical subordinate should
8 on the islands, or that he should be allowed to visit the

ces now paid his lot is
owed to come to the mainland every

if his allow

ances were cut
ar, he would

give that officer

e kept more than two or

mainland every year.

a miserable one if e is not g Mussal-
year with the monegar, no doubt the

less trouble.
say three year

of the liberal allowan
It he were a]]
Post would be more

As it is Hindu Hos
present under ord
going instruction
he reaches the isl
Christian he is g
islanders are not
man must get on
own religion, and
Hospital Assi
to each of the out]
in the Meteo
in the regist

I understand that the man at
his appointment ; he ig under-
y too probable that as soon ag
tal Assistant is a Hindy or a
gar may assist him, the
able for him, A Mugga].
be attended by one of thejr
n who is not & Mussalman,
t least one visit in the year
t objection to his deing so is the gap that would ensue
e got over if the ward cooly has a little more coaching
lying islands appreciate medical aid,

pital Assistants are terribly afraid of it.
ds wished to resign oltx he}itx'xqg ofI
1 Meteorology in Madras at present. is on]
i . If the Hospi
l resign and return  oopifal 4

ers for the islan

ands he wil
solutely alone on the istands and thoug
likely to go out of their way to ma
much better and, as I have said, the
the women, as a rule, wi
stant should certainly ac
ing islands. The groa
rological statistics ; this can b
ration of observations. The

ospital Assistant had a numbe
¥'s suggestion that
arge of each of the min
would be of great uge,

e islands are cut off
t seldom, if ever, visits
The people, like the nat;
o the hospital if they a
¥ hospital assistant att,

Semee—ee

ke things comfort
people prefer to
I not employ a medical ma
company the monegar on a

people of %161 out
tients in Kiltan.
arsgfa[l)la sltiok of simple medicines should be entrusted to the
or islands does not appear to have been carried out. Such a
from one another for five months in the year and the hospital
any island but Kadamat. )
ves on the main land, are im
re not cured at once.
ended 275 cases—

patient under treatment and give up

Names of disenses.

Rheumatic aﬁe;c.tions. )
d

P
.
[
w0

Disenses of the ear

.
(o
WKW © o

whitlé'vvs anli.boils' ’
enses v

Other diseases .e

ounds and injuries
¥ and old age

T B .

Minor Operations |




NNV SIS
22 S 30t MarcH 1892, No. 310, RevENUE.

v

36. Paccination,—

Years. Successful. su C([i:;;flll. Unknown. Total.
1886 ., . .. .. . . .-
1887 ,, .. .. 8 1 11 20
1838 . 29 4 1 34
1889 26 5 31
1890 . » . o .
1891 * . 49 9 24 82

* During the tour by hospital assistant and the vaccinator.

The figures are taken from the hospital returns and those for 1891 represent the work done
by'the hospital assistant and vacecinator who accompanied me, there having been no hospital
assistant on the islands since March 1890, i

These men did not do much, but T believe they did as much as they could under the cn'oul;)l-
standces. They were supplied with only asmall quantity of lymph which turned out not to be
good. .

Liymph had to be taken from subjects vaccinated on the islands and this was dlﬁiculzt as g::
people, though they approve of vaccination, usually bathe in salt water immediately a w:aken
operation or scratch the vesicles. The hospital assistant says they object to ly mph belpgt as it
from them. In Aminiand Kadamat (which the island hospital assistant can easily ESIOf the
18 only 8 miles from Amini) nearly all the people are protected. In Kiltan, three-fo}lgldrsen and
people have had small-pox and the remainder, with the exception of very young ‘31 object to
persons suffering from skin diseases, are protected. In this island mothers strongly 00}
vaceiilat(ié)ﬁl for their children. h t but 21 have been

n Chetlat, five-sevenths of the oople have had small-poz, all the res than
vaccinaﬁed. The last outbreak of smaﬁ-pgxewas in 1887, and it visited Chetlat more soverely
any other island. he karanis

The number of deaths from the epidemio in that island in that year was . T
accounts do not show any deaths from it in the other islands. . In Amini the pits

37._Samt(‘;g ion.— All the people use the ghores of the lagoons a8 laiitﬂllllles.and offensive. Lhe
for soaking tctolr andh 1n all the islands the bathing pits are mOStin y
monegsr’s attention has been calleq t thi ter over and over again. as in

The nei%hboi:rhood of the islané)ergxi:)nuzgseri; as a rule, foirly clean, except where,
some cases, they have backyards. . . : o8

h t notice any grav

The dead are buried apparent] 4 snywhere, but I did no from
close to drinking-water welﬁ;}.) ’l‘he)iatzzrh;-};hz?; rule;y clean.’ I brought a bottle of water Ir
the best well in each island for chemiea] anal_’ysis.

- : ho
38. Midwives.—Fatima Bee, the pupil and sucoessor of the Madras midwife, %?ﬁgsb:i;?t;:me
was on the islands from 1876 to 1878 isp dead, and the women now enjoy o ts IMuhamma dan,
unless they call in the hospital a.ssista’nt whioh, especially when tha.t officer 15 nos & id to be most
they are loth to do. Uterine diseases ax’xd dea,t’h resulting from child-bearing are sa
common in Kiltan. f use as they
In Awini and Kadamat the old Women who attend labour cases may be o ssogﬁi though tho
must have picked up some kuowledge from Zainab Bee and Fatima Bee. St dwife be sent
islanders have not asked for the concession, I would recommend that a certificated mi
to the islands, i still more so
The islanders are apathetio enough in matters that concern themselves: they ai!;Sl and 1886
when their women are concerned, At the time of the last two inspections, ViZ., {lled woman on
Fatima Bee was alive and doing good work. Now, as I have said, there is no skille

the islands, and it is a fact that the women of the islands have always suffered much from.

careloss and unskilled trestment at oonfinements.

- . ke is as
89. Improvements in Coir.—The f Amini contend that the coir they now ma

ioo@ as that madle on the other islandgegg(lie :ish to be paid more highly for it. In former days

mint coir was always the worst of all. ini

Before Mr, Bragley’s visit in 18181 Keadamat coir and that of Amim rank;%i"%f:zler" On

that officer’s recommendation, Ka,damaé coir was ranked with that of Kiltan ap 3 the; soaking
The Amini people say they have taken pains with the manufacture, haye 01'9’:'1;6

pits frequently and thoroughly and taken special care with the picking and twliﬁag of Kadamat.
The monegar says that, in his opinion, Amini coir is now quite as good as of soaking their
8till the fact remains that the people of Amini_do not give up the practxctii o (I saw 8 largo

coir in fresh water and they do not clean the soaking pits as they ought te

number of these pits). s ai
I spoke to the people of the other jslands about the Amini coir. Some s

and was 88 good as that of Kadamat,

d’it had improved

R
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A t deal of the Amini coir might be soaked in salt-water if the people were not
80 lazy.gr;&ha:: ng;oi:en able to compare theg Amini ooir in bulk with that of other islands.

I would recommend that a committee of merchants be requested to give their opinion in the
matter after inspecting on its arrival, the coir now under shipment to Mangalore. 'L'his course
was adopted in 1837, when the matter for decision was how the coir of each island was to be classed

id for. P
ud %.?}f; I?cfrt officer, Mangalore, has promised to have the Amini coir marked and set apart, so
that any comparison that you may think advisable can be made without difficulty.

I asked the headmen of each island how they could suggest improved coir might be turned
out and they said that what was necossary was soaking for a proper length of time, careful
pwklfis?&%g tﬁvsnuilfg they had any wish for machines: they said they had no wish for them and
could, not use the two sent over to the islands in 1886 by Messrs. Morgan ?'111(1 goni- .

I do not think that there is more fresh water soaking in the other islands than in fOl'!_ner
days. Both the people of Kiltan and Kadamat (there are no pits in Chetlat) said that no new

s l;a}?alc)le:ns;{;iilZiafgzigylg?ggtolf)r(lie.coir made in Chetlat and Messrs. Morgan and Sons, who

i i it is very good indeed. .
havef%?gcttﬁgt 1it!,1 %?thg}fes%ﬁzgzrg were s{ilgred up by the monegar a“ﬁl t“;“idlgut 5(,;70_33(1‘35
of specially good coir which was very favorably reported upon and purchased at Rs. per
candy hy Messrs. Morgan and Sons. )

In that case, on the recommendation o

fet ir. .
s Tehgl:: (}sbgo%gu?&hat the islanders could, and would, if properly kept up to the mark by

the monegar and the prospect of such remuneration as they received in the instance above noted,

tumz‘tltp?ezgﬁfutiﬁ;:;’ 1i: %‘éﬁ?ﬁ?&ﬁjﬁ:ﬂ (ii%l:'them to exert themselves. All their coir sells and

i ly for exportation, so the
fetch i ; tt ra and nuts pay them handsome ex :
i:l:n:;:ra 5;(1’11‘1;)}??199’551?19;233 ?1(1) :;){)probability, turn out a fair amount of 0015 in order to tqt)tu::;
rice at the composition rate and salt duty-free, will I}of1 exert htm'ns?}eflctlooietnto zrilg] quantity

1 . . less a very strong 1nducement is . .
rea 1{ ggzﬁ) :;1(1;3 rtl(;lf)};sr?gl)nah;:&e:no‘f the subject of the coir that I brought froz;: the_lllglam:s
Dlace s et o orposers. Morgan, und Sonsl, Mang:ﬁg;‘%;t};lfe yoz?iycglil:)(’)nwt(i:zldislaz«izlifugov(:
1 8 tturn of a large q 1 good.
gfzﬁ’:ﬁltev}r)é?lls neic:: %ﬁ};xlfloratrl;eoggptﬁ; for a term of years or if Government would a.lcceéwt a
royalty per eand?v Other terms would not of course make it worth their while to put plant on

the islands and show the islanders how to make good coir. The outlay on machmfas would

necessarily be large.
If such a.monopoly were grante

f the Collector, the islanders received the whole of the

d. it wonld no doubt give good results. ' .
These islands would export a muc’zh better coir, Government .would ot 8 b%:‘,lt?: price for it,
and even under the existing arrangement the islanders would receive a substanti A onus;t.o of
of course the amount of good coir turned out would depend entirely upon the exertion
the monopolists. . )
As itpis, the exertions of the monegar are all that is to be relied upon.

40. The Coir monopoly.—The statement appended shows the transactions in connection with
ooir for 10 faslis (fasli 1290 to 1299). fasli 1289 had b o the last roviow
t was prepared that fasll 1289 had been omitted ; A

of ooiIrftg':ggaszgfl: lilscf:it::ln zl;lyv;:slip 12%8. However, I have taken those of the last ten faslis.

i i island when T asked
y i i lar as ever with the islanders. In every is )
the 0%’122 ;Zt)rp?elovl:ﬁgg 151;;" i%gggﬁtagf its abolition they replied that they were perfectly satisfied

with it and would starve if it did not continue. . s
They at present receive an average price of about Rs. 20 per oa.n(}yt,hofbwhlch ﬁ:-) lfng a?éd
o thom in rice, at the rate of Ra. 2 pfer nll: mth gg: gPI:‘lizeG?oI;'ez::g . Zand; o? zﬁg;rr imp’orted: ig
1 salt & . . : ! :
:36:131&01? :g ggisplgﬂgzs:h:; i?:lz)?;tdxgore than 674 candies of 0?1:handr§g:spnce obtained by Gov-
ernment exceeds Rs. 40 per candy, they receive 25 per cent. of the p g

. t ten years, they have been paid at the rate of
R Q'gi];glﬁ) thi cﬁ%ﬁre? tﬁgpli:gi:teo:tﬂ::hiﬁ? thgy have obtained three quarters of this in rice
3 85; ol ther@f s 6—’% e e dy more and the salt duty, payment of which Governmsnt' ha’;
nﬁt glaimed has come to Rg 2-5-0 per candy. Thus for the last ten years they have obtaine
, .

i -8 ody, really considerably more because if they
e e f o e o 458 0 1 e
anything like so low a rate as Government gets it b}f calling or tenders and buying wholesale.

Ten years ago Mr. Bradley caloulated that the islanders virtually SOIdltheu' 001111' t(f)f Gl;)::::::
ment at the rate of Rs. 30 per candy or even more- They are very nearly as well o

days.



e e AP e e S N WWAAAA

24 30t Marcr 1892, No. 310, Revenuk.
A~ A

41. As to the question how they would prosper if left to find a market for themselves, it is
certain that they would have great difficulty. All the coir comes to the main land at one time
of the year, rice must be bought and the boats must return to the islands well before the setting
in of the south-west monsoon ; the islanders could not, even if they had sufficient intelligence,
watoh the market. As it is, there i5 g ring formed in Calicut for keeping down the price of coir,
and it is, I understand, proposed to arrange to send the coir of the southern islands to Calcut.ta
and elsewhere. 1t is not likely that the ring in Calicut or elsewhere will be more tender in
dealing with the islander than with the Government,

_ The islander is completely at the mercy of the coast traders and still more so because he has
no idea of market anywhere except on the West Coast. The island boats hardly ever go beyond

?olombo in one direction and Marmagoa in the other. A few may go to Bombay—but very
oW,

42. The next point is whether the islands are a burden to Government.

They are not B, burden, but they do not pay anything like as well as they used to. The
returns appended show an average net profit of Rs. 2,693 per annum for the last ten years.

. -3¢ average net profit ten years ago was Rs. 8,818-1-0 per annum ; seven years before that

again it was Rs, 7,437—4—1. - .

Fasli 1289 has not been included ; if it were, the Rs. 2,693 would be still less, for, that year
Was & year of heavy loes to Government, .
Mr, Bradley’s report reviews the transactions of six years: the average.number of candies

of coir imported annually was then 775 ; for the last ten years it has been 839, while the average

}énee per candy realized from fasli 1283 to 1288 was Rs. 54 ; for the last ten years it has been
8. 42 per candy. . . g N
This, of course, accounts for the diminished profits now accruing to ogernmen - hcz
average annual amount paid in rice hag pjgen from Rs. 11,500 to Rs. 12,70 : & very % ig 't
increase, had not the average price of the coir fallen so much : it is, however, tpd e remembere
that the price of rice during the more recent, was below that of the earlier, p'eI};w Lt .
Taking all the expenditure, ineluding the salt duty remitted and the pelzhcus & e z;.vc;::lgl:s
expenditurg ber annum of the last ten years has been about Rs. 1,000 less than 0
1283 to 1288, . . .
The diminution of profit is due entirely to the low price at wlgmh tl;s cﬁ»lu- Waisr sﬂ;lc,hu;n l::g}fl;
a single year of the ten under reference, oxcept faslis 1293 and 1297, dxl :hao thog, mmach
more than Rs. 40 a candy and in no loss than three years it fetched less than g
Tice. ‘ i .
P I do.not know to what cause to attribute this but to deten.ora‘tmn of fil;% ?\tlﬁ.hto{) i:fsgll(? (‘:’zxrx;
It cannot be entirely due to depression of the market, for in faslis 1293 and eut e
well indeed. However, the islands sti]] pay their way, and if the islanders “;9131 e%r hocoming 4
of turning out really good coir and plenty of it, there would be no chance o !
burden to Government, ) : Janders scem’ to know
I have here to make the same remark g Mr. Bradley, viz., that the is o érsvemmen L The
very little about the conditions on which they can obtain the bonus offered {1 gout ment.
monegar told me that they had all been told of them and ought to know all a .

43. Trade.—~The returns of imports gnd exports enclosed (en(;_losul:eh3)t§: ”i;ffﬁﬁlg I;;?r
pared, but & comparison of the figures ghowing the export of coir wllt rustworthy.
actually sold by Government shows that the karanis’ accounts are utt‘:{_ Y m} coir ; the Karanis

As an instance I may state that in 1884 Government sold 920 can l;es 0. a aiJ; made. The
entered in the accounts 482 candies as exported. In 1885 as bad a mista. ?I‘ Kaf' i% now no i;nport-
chief imports are, as formerly, riee, salt, tobaceo, arecanut and timber. t etllfese islands.
ation of cocoanuts. I found that a little kerosine oil had found its Waiy toﬁve OArs I—

The annexed table shows the average of the chief imports for the las JORrs :

Years ‘ Rice Salt ' Tobaceo. l Timber. Arecanut. | Grains,
_— T
o};v:x];f::s MAUNDS. CANDIES. B8 . Tnovs.g;ll)& 139
186 L, 139 981 12 jres 752 281
187 L . 116 709 15 518 1,293 284
1888 .- o 149 674 13-6 58 1,400 138
889 ..o L NN 1 815 199 619 1,330 30
1890 . . 138 988 10-2 388 ’
—_— 240
Average ., 137-5 _-’—_832 124 377 1,080 —
: 437 1
Average, 188085 . . 125 b 821 12 544

Nore.—The above table doeg not, like the average for 1880—83, include inter-island trade-I . ¢
. . Iy i d. 1 must excep
The comparison shows that the importation of every article has increased T ertod -
timber. 1f, however, inter-island tradepis reckoned here, the average value of timber imported is
only some Rs. 70 per annum short of- that for 188985,

[t
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The imports have been steadily increasing (according to the karanis’ accounts and these are
probably fauplty more from omission than exaggerations) since 1870-—a sure sign of the prosperity
of the islanders, ter of salt at cost prics £ dv of

They are allowed to buy one maund and & quarter of salt at cost price for every eandy
coir that{hey import, Accg;ding to the returns in some years, they must buy a 001151demb13
quantity of other salt as well, in others not even all the cost price salt appears to have reache
the islands. That, however, the accounts do show in some years a quantity of salt over and above
the amount obtained at cost price as imported, makes it certain that the allowance of salt made to
the islanders by Government is at any rate not too large. )

44. Ezports.—The chief exports are those shown in the table, the export of jaggery hawing
now practically ceased to be carried ou.

Chetlat exports large quantities of cadjan leaves.

The following table compares the exports of the last five years with those of the period
1880—85 :—

|

. .
Years. Cocoanuts. i Limes, Coir. Copra.
QUSANDS, CANDIES. 'CANDIES.
86 RO 1T 100 897 351
i IO "678 8 849 358
s oo 1,700 326 835 828
iggg N "943 185 834 898
890 .. .. 956 139 900 467

Average . 1,185 145 863 . 580 |
- ‘ 5 278
Average, 1880—85 .. 1,512 207 755

The figures are as unreliable as the rest. The price of cocoanuts ; nd copmf%?l tl;:mx;lg.l c?f
land has for the last year or more heen exceedingly high, and the islan efr:st }:_vereuts e§ axe o
it. In spite of this, the Karanis have persistently calculated the value o 2 ° (ex ported to
Rs. 10 per thousand. Minor exports are cadjen leaves, limestones, gravestones (exp

other islands), shark’s fins and tortoise-shell.

h island. In
45. Criminal Returns.—The statement appended shows the returns for each is .
Amini (corresponding to Amini and Kadamat in the last report) the a:vera,gelzumber of complaints
in the years 1886 to 1890 has been 23 : for the preceding five years. it was 14. 1886 and

The large apparent increase is due to the number of complaints o]f thef{: ﬁl‘i’i} lcx:ys charm; d
1890 : in nearly every one of these cases convictions were r'e?orded. The only 10 enb o egm-
wore assault, hurt, theft, mischief and criminal trespass. 'The average annuabmm; er laints

plaints in Kiltan was 4: in the preceding five years it Was 3. The average number of comp
in Chetlat has fallen from ¢ to 5. : ‘ 17 ncernad 247

The total of complaints in all the islands for the five "years is 172, persons co : ’
persons convicted 175 ; 112 out of 139 persons charged with theft were conthe%l,e 98};:2
charged with criminal trespass, 8 of whom were convicted. The monegar’s reve?tue out of his
that. he takes care to keep complaints of trespass that are family or civil matters
magisterial file. bi

I went through a good many of his cases and found no grave fg.ults. The monegar or his
clerk files assault cases under the assault under grave provocation section. babi

This was only a sort of exaggerated clerical error. The monegar had probably once
looked at the number of the assault section and forgotten it.

There was one appeal which I tried. . )

I reversed the convietion which was based on apparently very slight evu.ienoe. v

The monegar’s judgments are short and to the point. There are a few little errors—oharges
not sealed, orders disposing of property not properly recorded, &e. . .

It is remarkable that, in so many cases, no complaint is made till u}ong time after the offence
has been committed. I wag told that this is because either 'the parties are coming tobterms or
the detection of the eriminal ig still going on. No deteclion is d;:ne 11;11 thedmonzﬁar 8a S:tmf:nd

In one case the witnesges said ¢ coused bad undertaken fo produce the property
a “ mantra > was therefore not req&ﬁ'tegle 'fi‘(ixe object of tpe"‘ ylantra ’ (so?ethllrig tv}v:nti:e{]:l_ &1'1:
paper or metal and put in the way of the persons for Whom it is intended) is l10 Hl.'la o the 5111) j o
of it speak the truth. I do not remember how the monegar accounted for the large number
theft cases in 1890, Tley were all, or nearly all, petty thefts. . :
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Three years ago two men,

one of d i i
o Mangalons to bebion foo i ne of whom belonged to Kalpeni, a Malabar island, were sent

sebreakin g and were convicted.

No other case has been sent to the main land during the last five or six years.
46. Magisterial contingencies,—

Years. N“?u}:;;i:fuf:fom Expenditure,
‘ RS. A. P.

%286 . onn e e s . 14 270 0
87 ... .o oo ee 3 11 4 0
1888 ... . s vee 19 69 1 0
1889 ... oo .ee oo e 3 1 20
1890 ... oo oe “ . s . 10 24 6 0
Total ... 49 132 13 0

—

I did not work out the average period of imprisonment. It is probably about the same as
at_Mr. Bradley’s visit, viz., between two and three weeks. This being 80, the cost of keeping a
prisoner has fallen since 1880, and this ought to be so as the price of rice has fallen.
are now employed on road-making by the monegar.

47. Magisterial Fines,—

Number of
Years. Amount. persons fined.

Prisoners

RS, A. P,
1886 . we e n e e e 182 8 0 39
1887 .. . . L . e . 9600 24
1888 .. .. . e e e 1770 0 35
1889 ... L. . T L. w118 00 29
189% .. o 0 . e .. 83400 80

Total ... . 905 8 O 187

Pty e mt— - —

The total of the fines realized by far exceeds the expenditure on the sub-jail and the persons
in it. Criminal justice in the islands pays its way.

The average fine is not quite Rs, 5-—rather less than it was ten years ago. o

Rupees 1-8-0 was awarded as compensation in the five years. There are no details given
in the last report under this head and that of magisterial contingencies, 80 no comparison can be

made,

48. Disobedience to orders.—The amoynts levied Were—
. RS, A. P.
1886 e e eee e 20 80
1887 o e e L e e .. 286800
. 1888 STt L 3914 0
1889 e T e e 48 8 0
1890 e L e e 83000

The fines run from Rs. 5 (in two cages) to annas 2. Of the total amount, Rs. 14 was col-
lected in Kadamat (1889), Rs. 5-8-0 iy, Chetlat (in three years). The annual average for all
the islands together is Rs. 32, For 188 to 1885 it was Rs. 17. For 1874 to 1879 it was Re. 5.
I found part of the fine imposed in 1889 had not been remitted to the treasury.

These fines are said to be imposed on those who do not observe the customs of the island.

That they have increased 80 much is, I think, due in some measure to the growing independence
of the islanders.

That they are far from being so unsophisticated as they were is shown by the increase of

criminal complaints and civil disputes.

The two Rs. 5 fines were imposed, one on a man who was caught committing adultery (the

woman also was fined) and the other on s man who shirked attending a koot alleging that he
was sick when he wasg not,

Of course in both these cases the fine was excessive : in the former the monegar might bave
left the husband to take action. The list of offences for which people have been fined is too long
to insert here; it includes all the instapces noted in the last report and others, which of course

can alll‘;)e said to deal with offences against custom. The definition must be elastic to cover
them all,

The islanders apparently can be fined for any interference with a Government servant and
any contempt of court. Offences such ag coming to an island without a port clearance, bringing

o~
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cargo that is not shown in the manifest, having to go to another island with cargo without a
port clearance are punished with fine.

: : i -fellow at play, refusing to
T ¥ ter out of doors, adultery, bqa.tmg 8 play fe play,
smeng;flggo ;;t: ys z(l)s a (presumably s:moessful) petitioner, being suspected of an undetected
theft (1), refusing to surrender stolen property, ot reporting concealment of property, giving
milk to a prisoner at work without the guard’s permission, sending for a woman, making a false
complaint, being found out in making * mantrams,” defamation, making a false complaint, have
=]

all been dealt with in the same way.

Though the monegar has exercised his authority in this all-reaching way, it is surprising,
considering how ready %he islanders are now-a-days to appeal, that so few appeals have been
made

. oo oy . - £

Tt is hard to say how this exercise of authority is to be kept within due limits. The bes_
way would be (unles}s’ the thing were put a stop to altogether, which, }{1 oweﬁ:er, (13: (;:tu(ilfdtcﬁfhtqu(ﬁs
tion as the power to fine for non-attendance at koots and a few tOt ir 0 qegfct;he fines inﬁiectefir
necessary) to insist on the monegar sending regular and frequent re q:nf om an officer onee in
and the reasons for their infliction. This and the expectation of a visit irom
every two or three years would probably keep him within bounds.

. : i but there was some reason
It is a fact that he fined some persons for fishing without leave, 0

for this, Two parties of men quarrelled about a certain fishing ground, and the monegar’s orders

were issued in order to prevent a breach of the peace. . " veral
Again, he fined some persons for being out after dark, but it was when there were sovera

cases of theft under inquiry, and probably the islanders had decided in koot, that there was to be
no moving about after dark,

49. Cicil file.—The average number of suits instituted in 1874 to 1879 was 5f0, inalgsf 2(:;
1885 was 40, for the last 5 years it is 67. The monegar has sought the ass1st§mc& §6B£ p189() o4 o
in about 8 per cent. the cases filed in 1874 to 1879, 10 per cent. of those filed 1n 0 :

. 20 per cent. of those of 1880 to 1885. The last report mentions “ the monegar’s growing impa-

tience of the panchayat.” I could not get anything definite out of the monegar on phls .sgb](fct.
but I fancy, from what I have seen of them, that the moktessors are not so public-spirite tor
rather not o simple and obliging as they used to be and that they shirk sitting on panchayats.
Another point is that (as far as I have scen their working) panchayats are very slow : of course
they ought to dispose of business quickly as the members must be fully acquainted with the
circumstances of nearly all the cases that come before them, but in practice the members do not

like coming to a decision adverse to one or the other party, more particularly when the parties
are of their own caste or position in life.

The civil file, as formerly, consists maiunly of suits for money or movables that can be
represented by a money value. One suit in 1889 was for jmmovable and movable property
and petitions asking for permission to withdraw suits were filed in the suit register. This
register is not properly written up, date of cause of action is not shown, disposal of cases in 1890
has not been written up. The clerk said he meant to fill up this coluran when all the cases for
the year had been disposed of, quite forgetting that such. a course would give him far more
trouble than his writing up each case as it was disposed of. One suit for restitution of conjugal
rights has somehow found its way into this register. There are 6 cases of 1886 and 17 of 1840,
ﬁending. "The former are all brought by a Mangalore man. ‘I'he monegar should have given

im fair notice, and, if he did not put in'an appearance, should have disposed of the cases. The
monegar is unconscionably lazy in making up his mind in cases about which he is doubtful.
The largest sum (estimated value of claim) claimed was Rs, 750, the smallest, annas 6.

50. Revenue file.—~This includes e

_ Reven - very petition that is not a magisterial complaint or a so-
called civil suit. It is remarkable b

ow small the number is of suits between landlord anfl
tenant. The average number of cases filed was 115 in 1874 to 1579, 142 in 1880 to 1885, 183
in 1886 to 1890. Considering the nature of the file, this increase is not remarkable. There
‘were 38 cases of 1890 pending at the end of the year : none of course of previous years pending.
That such a large number of one year should be pending at its close is not satisfactory. The
large number of cases filed in Chetlat in 1889 (102) is said to be the result of the momegar’s
having paid two visits to that island in that year.‘ The statement in the last report does not sho'w
the nature of the subject-matter of the cases. The return appended shows, as does Mr. Bradley’s,
the number of cases relating to land and trees respectively,  The proportion of cases relating tfi
land to the total number was in 1874 to 1879,24 per cent ; in 1886 to 1890, 22 per cent. ; of trees23
per cent and 23 per cent. respectively. Irom this it is clear that suits for immovable property
still form 50 per cent. (roughly) of the claims registered in the revenue file, 1 went all through

this file ; its contents are miscellaneous in the cxfremes. They are fully described in the last two
reports, so that it is unnecessary to detail them now.

51. The Monegar.—As you are aware, several anonymous petitions were referred to me f'or'
inquiry. I inquired into these matters both in the presence of the monegar and when he was
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absent. I am satisfied, after inquiry, that the statements made in the petitions, in 8o far as they
allege violation of duty on the part of the monegur, are quite unfounded. Of course he has some
enemies in the islands, and they try to make matters unpleasant for him, The monegar has
great influence over the islanders and manages them very well indeed. He is of course thoroughly
up in his work, he takes great interest in the people, and 1 am sure that it would be very difficult
to replace him. I consider him thoroughly strarghtforward and efficient though rather slow in
disposing of cases and petitions. He disposes of the cases that come before him, on the whole,
without undue delay : when, however, he finds it difficult to decide a civil case he is given to

postponing the matter indefinitely. The people have great confidenco in him and seem to

commence no undertaking of any importance without his advice which too I find is usually sought
before a person with a grievance or a request will put in a formal petition. The present method
As to whether the administration

of.administration still works well and needs no amendment. nisty
might be carried on for a emaller annual outlay, I would not propose any alteration in the

existing scale. I do not think that the monegar is too highly paid, he occupies a position of great
responsibility, ho is both a civil judge and a third-class magistrate ; he 1s not more highly paid
than the deputy tahsildars on the main land, who are much more under direet control. The

monegar too virtually serves abroad.

52, The Establishment.—

1 monegar, Rs. 70 per mensem.

1 clerk, Rs. 10~-8-0 per mensem. .

8 peons, Rs. 8 each—>5 in Amini, one in each of the other islands.

1 karani, Amini, 36 murahs of rice per annuvm.

1 do. Kadamat, 14 do. do.

1 kiltan, 1 Chetlat, each 17 murahs of rice per annuni. .

5 ugranis or kavilgars, Amini, 20 trees a-p}i)ece, with the exception of one man who has
80, given to him in the times of the Bibi's Government. .

1 clerk on Rs. 15, 1 toladar on Rg. 7, and 3 peons at Rs. 6 each per mensem, are doing
duty in the Mangalore Sea Custom office.

1 ugrani or nadpal in each minor jsland, 20 trees each.

1 schoolmaster, salary 18 mudis of rice per snnum.

Hospital Assistant and ward cooly.

The monegar has adopted the course which is, I think, good of not keeping a peon for a long
time in one island. The men are frequently moved from island to 1slanq. 1 had only one’ cflm:
plaint against the island officials and that was at Chetlat, where it was said that the peon, karani
and sume mupamars had to get a confessicn in a case of theft, hung a boy by bis heels to a beam
in the cutcherry and burnt chillies under his nose. I inquired iuto this at once. After hearing all
the evidence adduced by the complainant, I found that the complaint was false. I discovered
that it was true that peon Ismail Beg had becn, as alleged in one petition, trading 1n cloth on the
islands. ‘This man naturally applied to be transferred to the mainland. He said he dIC} very
little business, and thought there was no harm in it as peons on the main land indulge in similar
practices I do not think he should be allowed to remain on the islands. It is true that some of
the peons sre related to the monegar. As they are not appointed by him, I see no harm 1n this.
I'he irregular privileges of the kavilgars have been done away with. The monegar asks for two
extra peons. He does not require them in the least in my opinion. He also asks for another
clerk ; one I think is ample. The present olerk is by no means overworked ; in fact, be has light

work compared to what one ordinary taluk clerk has to do.
y the monegar varies consid-

bl5 3‘1‘ Tours of It}w M‘”’egali: -}:‘The amount of travelling doneb'bh lonegar vaties consles

era Tom yesr to year. e spent by him in the minor 1slan 7

’ ’ 7 avorage number of days &b fl%m 1874 to 1878 31 days and

from 1880 to 1885 41 days.

‘ The average for the last five
years is 65. This average is

‘ very fair, as the monegar does

s ———— ——— e e

TRAVELLING BY MongGAR.

Kadamat. Kiltan. Chetlat- Botra. pot do much travelling after
Christmas, having to go to
Days. Mangalore in January oOr Fe

ruary and not returning to the
s before the

Visits. | Days. | Visits. | Days. | Visits. | Days.| Visits.

islands many day 1
1886 2 5 2! 19 n 3 i , monsoon sets in. The island of
1887 3| 14 2| 40 9| 28 .. . Kadamat he can, I believe, visit
1888 2 4 1] 17 1| 19 . . during breaks in the monsoon.
1890 I Y il 3| - | - o can visit_each of the outly-
! o s ! S P IO ing islands, Kiltan and Chetlat,
Total .. 10| 52 7 \ 132 5| 90 1 1 gt least twice every year; this
b . should be insisted upon. At his

T _ first visit he can take up all the
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cases th & i g i
a h A% 5] e T a he 8econ ears, 16

average number of visits paid £ .

The monegar admit p 0 each of these islands during the last § / ;

bost. g its that he can manage two visits a year to sach. H:ehgsezri;;iltﬁs than tw‘zi
en-oare

54. Tenure of land,—There | .
remarkably fom la . ere 18 not much to be said on this point. .
recei{zed : tfe’sre wasnl(li(}argsm;grt::e}ngaeases 01111 ttxe monegar’s ﬁlg, and aglg;r; gﬁz’ ;:ti]éiggﬁﬁaédi
people are now ; n recollect, one complaint of su a
Mr.pBra dley reii‘;{l){sjdezlﬁmtel“y emancipated from the control of the A(r}x?irllli?itil:/lie‘ Tlh ° Kadamat
tenancy, now on the 1o § a dt'hc?re are a considerable number of suits to enfoggopte' In 1850
landlords and tenants '};11 addition to the ordinary disputes about rights to treee £rms of the
ally procuring their S . fns question does not call for special orders, as the tena:;t & Detween
of the next few years,” {\?Edom and they will probably find their proper position ; ?}‘f gradu-
small number of I3, di ab he anticipated has, I think, taken place, at any rat L courso
ndlord and tenant cases points in that direction. ’ v rate the present

55, Bishecuring yard L
of Chetlat. do y2rds.—1 made inquiries on this subject. The islanders
purposes. ? Thg";ﬂ%;enilﬂto v;eleome at all the proposal to Squply them with duty:fizg?;%tt}%i people
properly supervised s A&n_ on which a_yard could be_established with any chance of itscll)u}ng
of supervisio as the o xzmn and even it it was there the monegar could not do much in the o
amoug the istands or %neifer part of tfte curing (fair weather) season he has to spend in tmvelfﬁmy
they would be Likely £, N angalore. The islanders could give me no idea of what weight of ilinh
Chetlat alone do g r;? o ;lﬂg to th? yard. At present, as far as I could ascertain, the people sf
peoplo of the Malah a?; isil elm sal@hsh. They barter a little, roughly cured with brine 1§> tl?e
£0 tho outlying to . ﬁ‘;m'( s for jaggery, cocoanuts or anything they can get. Asit is the 0
admittod thars hatpditﬁ(; llt‘ they can only return thence if the wind is favorable. However g’heg
next question is given . ﬁy‘hooulc.l be got over by temporarily curing the fish at the reefs. ’ Th{
quantities to ma’ke the iadb -curing yard at Amini, and fish brought to it in sufficiently large
is there of misappro riatl'l ustry s, paying one and t0 prevent Joss to Government, what chan%e
islands do mot obtaiE ton of the duty froe salt ? I learn from the monegar that the Malabar
Amini o7 any of o i;{u ydsnlt duty-froe. It is clear then that if there was a fish-curing yard on
find its way tp the other&'nl s, the salt wonld not be used for fish-curing, it would almost certain!
there is ths almont ee}tls' ands. Even wera there no temptation to smuggle it to the other is]andg
tion to using it for figh a“}ﬁ)’ that our islanders would prefer to get it for their own consum .
price, 1t 18 1ot Toon] ﬂ-lcuung. As it is they are asking to be supplied with more salt at coI;t
salt. "The ﬁnaneialjg; . e{ c?‘ﬂd resist the temptation of an imperfectly-guarded store of such
any definite ides, of thpee of the scheme is difficult to discuss, the islanders not being able to give
would not cost less the quimtlty of fish they would bring in. “The establishment of the yard
months, with aq allow a0 that of a main land yard, via, Rs; 17 per mensem. This fory six
be assumned that the ¢ ?}lcﬁ for contingencies, upkeep of buildings, &o,, comes to Rs. 125, It ma
boats. Taking then t}‘;"lg t of salt to the islands would cost nothing,",as it would be senfz in islang
and the prico to b G; fldogt‘)t to Government as the same as on the main land, viz., annas 9 a maund
maund, it is cloay th;Ec 1a ¥ the curers the same as that paid on the main land, viz., As. 12 per
ensure Government in (tmstlmptxon of at least 650 maunds would have to be gu,aranteed to
maunds of fish, the islandno being a loser. Taking one maund of salt as sufficient to cure 5
From what they say o grs would have to bring in at least 3,250 maunds or 162} candies of fish
their bringing in tl{is nd the monegar’s statements, I do not think there is any likelihood of
at a loss ag many Yardsquautlty . _Ot course the yard might be started as a tentative measure
there not the insuperal 1011 the main land are and so the industry be created and encouraged were
5. o p e diffeulty of the certainty of the misappropriation of the salt. 8
» Otl-mill. —This is 3 “ ..
The Amin{ isl 18 1810 Amini in a shed ncar the cutcherry and i
for sale ; they E-gg: :é"ld they would like another mill. They ha,);'e no i;steﬁlilsztlag?gaalér of)]i{i
by hand. 1 fancy tho avold the exertion and to sell the material as copra. The mill is wogked
b§, supplied to each mino};eiofle only putin a little copra 4t a time. I think one mill might
divi is highly appreciatey. sland, and a second to Amini. ‘I'here is no doubt the one in Amini-
57. Your lette
and hospital assist;nlgo'[ 1129, dated 18th March 1891, ag fo combining the offices of monegar
_The hospital assistant ,is 8@ no reason why one man should not hold both appointmefts
is after all g very slight CEOVL 8 thorn in the side of .the monegar and his presence in the islaud; »
benefit the outlying Sslan dsc 19n the latter. The combination of the two 6%ﬁees would certainl
officer visits them. . oﬂiw idch never see a medical Tuan or a vaccinator unless an ins eetiny
should have acquired some °er must of course be a Mussulman—he should not be too yo;xr;) ang
monegar's is o personal sy :xpenence as a magistrate before he is sent to the islands gThe
I enclose (enclosure ) a get,t{llment: peculiar qualifications are required for the appoin.tmeut
petition on the subject from the monegar. thold him that it would, at

any rate, be some time bef
probably not affect him, the amalgamation, if sanctioned, was carried out and that it would

8
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68. Surrey.—1I have requested the Deputy Su erintendent, IV Party, to gend

that the surveyor who acagmpanied me gregaretf. He brought with gim 30 di\%gilclnfh;x:ga'%
field stones. e made only a rough plain table survey of each island ; his maps are not al on the
same scale, and in the case of Amini he has put in very little detail. He did his work very
slowly, it used to take him some time to get over the effects of the boat journeys. However I
thiuk the maps, as far as they go, are fairly accurate, and as in the case of each island, exee’pt
Kadamat, he has put down survey stones and recorded their situation with regard to high-water
mark, it will be easy in future to determine how fast the islands are growing. IIe bas shown
the reefs pretty accurately and the openings in them. The reason why he did not put down any
stones in Kadamat was this. N early all round the island the jungle comes down almost to
high-water mark, the “ Kannjmara growing to a considerable height. The surveyor had conse-
quently to work below high-water mark and it was of course of no use to place stones there,
Clearing the jungle would have been an endless task even if the necessary time and labour
could have been afforded.

99. Requests of the istanders—A. From all the islanders.—(1) That they may be allowed
to purchase a larger quantity of salt at cost price. At present they are allowed to purchase
13 maund of salt at cost price_for every candy of coir that they bring to the main land.
Up to 1873 the quantity allowed was one maund per candy of coir, the quautity was then raised
to the present figure. The karanis’ import returns are not to be relied upen, so it cannot be
learnt from them how far the islanders purchase salt in the open market. It is probable that
they do not, as a rule, purchase any, but content themselves with what they get duty-free. In
the last ten years, acoording to the karaniy’ accounts, they have imported annually an average of
832 maunds ; the average amount that they should have received on the amount of eoir solfl to
Government during that period is 1,049 ‘maunds. The last-named amount they have, it is
almost certain, received : this, for g population of say 4,000 (the actnal figure is less than this),
gives them 7} lb. per head per annum for all purpuses, or a pound a head more than they
received in 1873. This is, however, I believe, a good deal lower than the average consumption
on the main land. The islanders have really more need of salt than people on the main land as
they must store fish for consuwption during the monsoon months. I think the quantitX allowed
wmight safely be increased to 14 maunds per candy of coir, that is, without fear of the islanders
being tempted to export the salt to the Malabar islands, which obtain no ealt duty-free. At the
same time it must be remembered that this extra concession will cost Government something and
still further reduce the income derived from the islands.

80. (B) Requests fiom one or more islands—From Amini, Chetlat end Kiltan.—That a
better quality of rice be supplied. Thig complaint is an old one. It was first made in 1870.
The islanders say that the rice supplied is not equal to the sample that is accepted ‘by the
Tx:ea.sury. Deputy Collector, who calls for tenders in Mangulore. Each islander who imports
ooir receives an order on the contractor for the amount of rice to which he is entitled.
The practice in 1870 was much the same as the present practice ; the Collectors and Board
then came to the conclusion that no change was called for. I eannot see what change
can be made now with any advantage to the islanders. If any of them finds that the
rice he has received is not ag good as it ought to be he can compliin to the Port officer or
fl‘reasury Deputy Collector. The monegar 18, I understand, always at hand to see that the
islanders receive fair treatment, He says that the last supply of rice was not as good as the
sample that Wvas approved. If this was t])¢ case, it was entirely the fault of the monegar himself
whose duty it was to bring the matter to notice. There is probably little foundation for the
islanders’ complaint. They delight in having & grievance, and are not unwilling to get all that
they possibly can ouf of Government,

61. The islanders of Amini represent that the coir they make ought to be paid for at as high
a rate as that of the other islands. 1 hyye already noted this complaint,

Amini.—Request that Government will supply explosives and clear the openings into the
lagoon. A similar petition was presented to Mr. Bradley in 1880. The request cannot be
complied with. All the islanders have to do is to get the monegar to hold a koot and themselves

clear the openings as they hg d } ccasions, s o the poo e of Kiltan ues
Chetlat periodically dg, ° = "¢ OB provious occ peop

Amini.—That & second oil-mil] be supplied. The people want the mill as a convenience in
the manufacture of oil for thejr own ffmum tion. PThey have no idea of making oil for
exportation. The cost of such a mill is small. I recommend that one be supplied.

Amini.—~That the court fees now lovied be abolished. These fees are the mamul fees that
used to be received by the kavilgars from suitors and witnesses : they have been credited to
Government since Mr. Bradley’s visit, after which the kavilgars were given Government trees,
The petitioners say that in the o]d days they never paid anything to the kavilgars; this statement

R
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is, of course, untrue. The rule is that costs are to be paid by the unsuccessful suitor, and the fact
that the amount collected is not large (witnesses being examined very seldom indeed) make it
tolerably certain that the levy of fees is no burden to the people ; on the other hand, as it
probably discourages litigation, it confers a benefit on them. Under the head of court fees are
included darkhasts on which the monegar levies a fee of rupee I per case. Darkhasts, I think,
might Weél be free. The amounts levied as court fees are : 1886-87, Rs. 105-12-0 ; 1887-88,
Rs. 106-8-9.

62. Kadamat.—That when the islanders catch tortoises at Banjira (Ayati) and (Kowrati)
both Malabar islands, their hand is seized by the servants of Government and tkat people
from these islands may and do fish in the Kadamat lagoon without being interfered with.
I learnt from the monegar that all tortoise-shell obtained at the Malabar islands is sent to the
Collector of Malabar, the finders are always de, d of it as in the old days. The matter is not
one that calls for interference.

Kiltan.—That the islanders may not be dompelled to carry on their vessels the ships’ lights
prescribed by the Port otficer, Mangalore. I could not make out clearly why the islanders
objected to the lights. 'The complaint was made, I think, more from want of something to say
than from any good reason. It is frivolous. The same islanders complained of the ravages
made by the rats and asked for owls. They also suggested that Government should build
a small boat ; “ it would be convenient” was all I could get out of them. Their last represen-
tation was, viz., they requested that as they now-a-days dry their coir very carefully, there
18 no reason why it should be diied and weighed at Mangalore, that therefore the weight
recorded on the island should be accepted by Government. Of course they do not like the
weighing of the coir at Mangalore, but it is childish of them to imagine that Government
would ever consent to accept their estimate of the weight.

63. Chetlat.—(1) The islanders request that the trees on Tekkalapula be given up to
them. AsT have said, these trees cost Government nothing and may well ‘be handed over gratis
to poor applicants, i.., with the exception of those planted, though without permission, by
individuals, which may as well be handed over to the planters. )

(2) The islanders wish for assistance from Government this year as they are so badly
off, the yield of their trees having latterly been exceedingly scanty. They say the reason of
this is want of rain, but the monegar says that thisis not the case, that the islands have good and
bad seasons, and that last season was 8 particularly bad one. I had >~ estimate made of the
quantity of coir that was likely to be sent from Chetlat to Mangalore this season ; it amounted
to 73 candies (if the monegar has exerted himself in encouraging the people this may have been
increased to 80 ndies) as against an average export of 120 candies for the jast ten years.
The average be g taken from the Karanis’ accounts is not to be relied upon. The 80 pandles
of coir will give them roughly Rs. 1,600 or Rs. 400 in cash and 600 muras of rice, say.
altogether 720 muras of rice or 1§ muras per head. This ought to last for from five to seven
ronths, as the people of this island never do eat much rice; the monegar says 4 seer per day
per head is a fair avernge. Besides this rice they Will have some return from their trade, so
that there is not likely to be any real scarcity in the island for the next nine months ;
they will not begin to consume this year’s rice before the monsoon begins, Of course if this
8eason is as bad a one as the last, the islanders’ condition may become precarious. The monegar

gllust visit the island at soon as possible after the monsoon is over and report on the prospects of
€ season. ’

64. Petitions.—One hundred and twenty-three were presented to me on the islands. Of these
100 were presented by inhabitants of Amindivi, some 15 were petitions that would have been
présented to the monegar had I not been on the islands and were referred by me to him for
disposal. About 30 are petitions for Government trees. All petitioners whoserequests were dis.
posed of on the spot were informed of my orders,

. Pelitions from Government servants,—Syed Tsmen, the monegar’s clerk, applies for an
increase of salary. Ile is now paid Rs, 10-8-0 per mensem. He does all the olerical work, and
his work requires the same qualifications as that of an ordinary taluk clerk on the main-land.
He is on the islands for ten months in each year, and he travels with. the monegar. As the
lowest grade of revenue and magisterial clerks on the main-land are paid Rs. 15 per mensem,
I recommend that Syed Usman be paid at that rate. His work is satlsfa_.ctory. Peon .Ismaxl
Beg applied for a transfer to the coast, Fe is the man who did a little business on .the islands
as a cloth merchant ; he should certainly be brought to the wain-land and punished. The
monegar ought to have stopped the trade : he told me that he thought there was nothmg wrong
in such conduet on the part of inferigr sorvants. 'The five ugranis or kavilgars of Amini com-
plain that the 20 trees s piece that they have been given are in Kadamat and that they are
not of much use to them, as they have to employ and pay others to fetch the nuts, &. They
request that they may be paid in cash or given trees in Amipi." T think the best plan is to pay
them in cash or in Trice as the Karanies are paid. If this is done, 160 mors trees in Kadamat
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will be available for grant to immigrants, the Kadamat people will escape the bullying that they

ini kavil d the latter themselves will be in & better position than
fﬁg‘;%{:ﬁ? ﬁi%g.] ‘1012191)%:11118(1) i: :ng:::,rznge rent for trees. A kavilgar’s 20 trees are therefore
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STATEMENT showing the transactions of the Coir department from fasli 1290 to 1299 inclusive.

is @ T 8 MENT S1
to him equivalent to Rs. 24 per sunum. I propose to pay each man this sum per annum or PAYMENTS MADE T ISLANDERS,
i in i Kadamat Nadpal complained that the 20 Govern-
its equivalent in rice. The brother of the Iada " ‘ - i _ B
18 o1 : i Lol The statement being untrue, the petition was . Quantity of coir | . . .
ment trees given to the latter are insufficient. Faslis. recoivod from | L0 Tice (Lwﬂxts Profit or loss tbo Govern.
3 isl ‘alue a 2 ment. .
r6j coted. A wimed the ) the islands. stan d:u‘ 4 ralt':e f‘&}ctual cost :o ¢ Portion l]])aid cz'l‘:ltglnzl4
. \ . man ctaime € kKaranl- of two rupe overnment. 1 cash, ’
. ‘ ) 118 e there were very .feW : A pees ) and 7.
il'p 6o5f. g}fiﬁﬁ tglfptl;f;”g?gﬁgé tg:ft ti}tleiyeras hereditary in his famﬂyl. The 156.“1&“ and gﬂtlﬁr per mura. Profit. Loss.
8ay : false complaint again: e
; s, it the man who got up a ia gl
Mupamaigs denied 3}1}5] Ihe Pet'%;l%nili;iv?ns was rejected. In Am.m there was a claim to a 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 s
D ossorehip 3 it ws 1 peon-h he vetitioner had po better claim than the man whom he
moktessorship ; it was found that the petl Chetlat were rejected. In each island I made it €98, M. LR.|  R8. A. P RE. A, P. RS A. P, RE. A, ® ns. A. .
wished to supplant. Two similar claims in Y9 #rom the small number of claims put 1n 1t 1s 1294 cof 919 11 3} 14014 0 0 18,351 10 6| s 4,337 10 6| 2,607 5 7 21,959 0 1
ko hat cul clims might boprferod, o 0L B0 L i Lo preent bt o D T mmm s dm s C o dma ) ae d)ed |
- " . en o) . . - e y q 5 .. ¥ s '_3
clear that appointments flo m°li§eff(zr81{)1ps ha?ﬁteg khfzi BeA% the present khazi was appiﬂgid 1263 | 827 4 21| 125628 0 0| 1819 5 3 5562 5 3| 429213 7| 20450 5 10
i ini azid, applied to be appo ) : T n asked to - : . 920 14 11| 14.051 5 01 .. 6,690 15 0| 4,695 8 9| 25
:‘-::1}2 tAif?llénf: {)u;?':?fdl\ée iﬂ(,luirr)g this Glﬂimpcgmld not _be ent?rm‘necli' t‘élﬁsagdn:nm:lore custom 1295 | 871 1 12| 13205 0 0 10005 1 4| .. | 6410 1 4| €441 7 7| o548 b1
; g : kh t'b’ It ars that in introducing a khat1b, g hy h 1296 . 820 4 20| 12,433 0 0 16,429 5 O] .. 3,996 5 0] 4,338 13 4| 20.818 2 4
be given remunemtwt} a8 Luatlo. APpe neration ; there 18 certainly no reason why ne 1297 .. 775 16 2| 11,838 0 0| 17,334 3 4 .. 5,496 3 44 3,957 14 4] 21,292 1 8
was followed, As naib this man received n0 2R 0T 0 Gimp man petitioned again for the e <1 81 3 3112686 0 0| 2024411 10] .. 7,558 1110 | 4,244 9 5| 241489 5 3
shouald receive any now. On the day I left thetli:izﬁ Tho son of a peon applied for a post in . 853 2 16| 13,014 0 0| 20,762 0 1| . 7,747 0 1| 4,350 13 9| 25,112 13 10
3 1 e . \J 3 ‘ e e
post of khazi. 1 have’i‘ﬁf course, rejected ?;sgxi)ve him Total ,.| 8,392 13 16 i1,27,979 0 0(1,79,16% 5 5 51,190 5 5| 41,935 5 0 12,21,104 10 5
Government service, ere is 0o vacancy . ) ) The petition o
Other pelitions.—I do not think it necessary to notice tl(llem 3? this report. P
register gives a summary of each petition and the order passed o111 .f o kbdoes {ondlosare ) N
1sts arkhastdars .
’ . amat.—] enclose lists 0 1 that _
66. Gorernment trees and emigration to Kada T+ 1 wonld recommen: a . .
: : ir circumstances. : T : ] ale-proceeds
for the Government trees with some particulars of t}_lelr ﬁ lat vlanted by private individuals 1n Establishment Contingencies Total of coir
the poorer people be preferred. As to the trees 10 Chot 2 thP Janters, the monegar’s lists of Fadlis, | (L#od Revenue). | {Land Revenue). | expenditure. credited to
Government land, which I propose should be given up to tne -pi{able " The petition register Government. Profit. Loss.
trees are enclosed (emclosure 6) and give all the information ava the cases of applicants for trees
(enclosure 7) contains what the moktessors and monogar htad t;) iag \t:i)ich [ have only the monegar’s
in Kadamat except in the c}z:se of some, the 1Amm1 pgxtxl lj?lrgt’ before 1 left the islands. I shoultd 9 o n 12 13 1
Lo i t ——
remarks (cnclosure 8), as the petitioners ouly came 1 : de it know that ermgra
. : . ntil I made
mention that I obtained hardly & single offer to em1gr_a'gi (‘11 hardly any ope. There are now on , 12 RS, A. P RS. A. P. RS A. P RS, A. P RE. A P
would regeive 90 trees & piece; the offer of 50 1% Ea:tlls tetho:e frgm Chetlat be given preference. 123(1) . 3,93'? {2 1 } 81 15 10 24,033 ig }(1) 23’650 g ‘7’ gigg g g -
icati nd tha 5 . . 505 14 70 5 3 21,4 0,898 \ .
record & large number of applications. I recomme ) red vl and steadily. iggg .. 2490 0 0 86 3 1 19115 6 3 31860 6 4 12747 0 1 o
67. The olerks and other subordinates whom 1 took with me twotr M. Unny. The latter YO B 9015 91 2878 D o1 4067312 B 280 7 2 .
They were 3. C. Vass, 8. 8. Saldanha, Hyat Khan and Hospital Assistant M. 25 2,495 5 0 5o 10| 27051 8 9| 523 4 0| 8072 0 3 -
1y man who eould talk to the islanders. . 2501 9 11 + 383 5 2 23,708 1 5| 3438 4 0| 10,682 2 7 .
s the ony Jittle more than two months since 1 returneg T 2,53 11 2 14768 8 9| 28,504 5 7 39,077 8 7| 10,483 3 0 -
i it is a ittie mo . isterial wor . 488 3 2 451 10 0] 27,429 5] 27,967 12 6 538 10 1 .
68. In oonclusxsqn, 1 have tto sayhthnt it 1 have been busy with arrears of magtstiarla i 1299 .. 2,578 0 0 400 5 4| 28091 3 2| 33322 14 3 5,231 11 1 N
from tho jslands. Since my return, however, X ly just completed. Last week 1 re t Total T e e
and the jamabandi of my division. The la.t{exi1 is only Jdone my best to complete the report, . 24,492 11 7 6,907 2 6 252,304 8 6| 350937 1 11 98,432 9 5 ..
intimation of my transfer to Madras, and ave 8Ince . the case.
mhmfﬁ i’ fy'd a 2ood deal more h iedly than would otherwise have been o
though 1 am airaid & g Ut '?dimt loss to Government of duty on salt supplied to the
islanders at cost price instead of at the selling price— -
Fasli 1122;)0 .. ., ., . s .. 1,927 8 g .
” Lo e 1,730 8 .
: hen the undersigned was absent from oolzg2 LT 1388 0 O »
This report was sent to Madras for signature 1 May when . }ggi oo oo iégi 0 o ;e
Tndia. He returned to Madras on the 13th instant. (sign od) D. COWIE, ” ggg Lo e e I g .-
. y i " “ o . 1,794 0 .
Tulv 1891 Acting D‘éP“‘;Y Rﬁg;”tg;fl’e oolT 0D ] a8 o .
16th July . High Court, Appellate b1Go. o208 0 0 D 2,285 0 0 -
,» 1209 . t . ) .. 2,352 8 0 .
° oot o | 18,999 0 ©
Actual net profit ., e .. . . . .. .. 79,433 9 5
ENCLOSURE No. 1. Yearly average ,, .. .. .. . . L. ., 7,943 5 9
: o 1890. £ vei .
Account of rainfall on the islands from 1886 t Deduct peishkash permitted to Cannanore Government .. . 5,250 0 o0
INCHES.
A, Net . 2,693 5 o
Amini,  Kiltan. e
Years. 665 99-0 * Inecludes charges i o : . T
. voe e . 8es Incurred on account of the visit of the Head Assivtant Collector to the islands.
1886 ... vee ves . een oo 475 595 1“ Cuntmgen‘t charges from fasli 1296 includeenr:\lthtl)y conveyance allowances at the rate of Re. 25 granted to the Post
1887 oo e ere eos 9-5 615 and (:ustoms officer, Mangalore.
1883 :: :". :: ::: con vos wee ver ?6'5 600 1 The enormous increase is due to the inclusion of the sum paid as bonus in this fasli.
1880 . i e e et M g5 BLD . \

1890 ... es

e
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StaTEMENT of civil suits instituted and disposed of during the last five years (1886 to 1890).

AMINT AND KADAMAT. KiLTaN.
Number Number)
Years. Number| tried b Dig- Number | tried by Dis-
Number trlilo,:?i }f; L;(l;;eggr missed | Pend- N“:)“fb“ tried by |Monegar| missed | Pend-
of Mone- and or ing. cases Mone- and or ing.
cases. : r. |Pancha-| settled.
gar. | Pancha- gettled. g8
yat. yat.
| I
: N 3 . 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1886 v e 73 65 2 36 T e : s 8
1887 .. ve e 64 54 12 45 . 2 9 2
1888 o . es 56 8 29 o 14 g 13
1889 e | B8 52 6 31 . 5 ) 15|
1890 .. .. .| 15 61 | .. 55 8 2 Rl B i
Total .. | 334 | 29¢ l 98 | 204 15 69 55 o 3 5
CHETLAT. Torar.
I
Number Numdl;;ar D;
! ten Number | tried by 18-
Number I:;‘i‘;lilfr Ltlned bZr mri);:ed Pend- Nu;x;_ber tried by |Monegar| missed | Pend-
Years. | of Mone-y (:xlelg or ing. | cages. Mone- ) _an to; d 108
cases. | “oor | Pancha- settled. gar. |Pancha-| settled.
. o yat.
vab [ I I
12 13 ¢ 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
1886 e e r v 1 1 . 52 (&2 24 g; ’
1887 28 15 6 16 - 101 " 8 31 .
1388 .. . ‘e . .. .. o . 67 58 8 67 .
1889 oL ] 26 2 | o 1B . 10 el I 2 | 17
1890 o e e 8 4 . 2 4 e —————
Total .. | 58 | 5 | 7 | 3¢ T e | ser | 44 | 6| B
/——'{_’—’”/rﬂ
. : 890).
SrarEMENT of revenue cases filed and disposed of during the last five years (1886 to 1890)
- 2 3. |53 |58 ¢ e
o0 — -
LI I S B
= Q
Years. © .5 E 8 e = -
Tslands. ¥ k3 Eé’ Eonidunl| 24 'é-é%ﬂ
<t S | E EgT|E=4| 8§ 288
S8 57 | ui | EE|EEY| £F | 2et
L 9 3 4 5 5 7 8 9
Amini .. . .o ‘e e 96 72 4 40 23
Kadamat e .. .e .. 10 8 2 Z 4 . .
1886 o} IKilban .. .. e e | 23 1 : 1 2 - ..
Chetlat .. +v  or .- 3 1 2 33 3 )
Amini ,, . e . : 123 102 23 2? 3
1887 . Kadamat .o . . . 6 44 "4 12 22
Kiltan .. .. .. . ao| 48 8 31 2
Chetlab.. .. .. o 63 i 3 2 1 - 1
Amini ., . . N 81 42 38 2 1 o
Kadamat .. v e - 1 - " " .
1888 % Kiltan .. .. .. . .| B 2 3 i "1
Chetlat .. .. .. o+ .. 6 3 12 2
Amini .. ., . . o 96 {g ‘z 2 12
1989 ., QRadamat oL 13 31 16 5 14 .
Kiltan .. . v .. . 47 3 1
Chetlat ., ., 102 65 3 : 8 o3
e B 1 I Sl B T B
. . L 3 e .. ..
1500 { Kajamab el g8 29 27 18 6 8 1
Chetlat . oo v . | B 8 * 2 7 ”
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Res lution—dated 10th December 1891,vN0. 711.

The Collector of South Canara submits, with his remarks. the usual report of th
e

visit of the Inspecting officer—in thi i ;
—to the Aminidivi Islands. his case, Mr. Cowie, Acting Head Assistant Collector

® 2. These islands differ £
a rom those attached to the Malabar distriet, i
gié‘gzg ;(;tghg Bn’tlsh Governmept, having fallen to the East India Con(ip,a:)n ﬂ;itlgg%v
of r fv o fﬂTﬁaIQ, anﬁd not having been restored to the Bihi of Cannanore : 217 remission
Cannano;: OGOVS;‘ 5,202,’,\’Vt1)110h figures in the aceounts as ‘ peishcush perngitted ttl)ssﬁ:
ernment,” being conceded to her instead. The Malabar islan
%;)pefty of the Raja of Cannanore, but have been attached for arrears o%ds arr ° the
e Canara islands are scheduled. revenue.

3. There is not very much to comment on in the re it
. very port. The conditio
ﬁgiﬁgeg:n?pgears t;).be fau_'ly prosperous (paragraph 3); life is easy, and WilzhOfthtgi
Tonk oo Eeramep , and distance from the outer world, there is not much reason to
(paragtaph 7y rddpxd improvement ; jbut the figures _showmg the number of boats
provr?ass%f 1), atx} the number of artizans, gpld and silversmiths (paragraph 8), the
thag R I'p an }ng.(paragragh 11), and the inereased imports (paragraph 43), show
ohow o delzz t@pem{)y 18 on the increase. As psual, the figures showing the population
abson frease,. ut the Collector’s suggestion (pa}'agraph 4) that this is due to the
e of men in boats or on the mainland at the time of the census is probably correct.

4. The monigar, the retired duffadar of the Collector’s office,—~wh

' i , ,—who represents Gov-
2:‘;1!:23!;% ?Wn tllgle }sl&nds, and is paid Rs. 70, appears to have conducted himsﬂalf well ; his
convictionor 18 good, arrld th‘e Collector explains reasonably the high percentage of
Doplar SA (p?}xl'agraph 45), his records are gf)od (paragraph 14), and he appears to be
B ;'em s ;J Collector xr'ecommends, therefore. lQaragraph 51), his pay and position
thoush o ain tho same. The punchayet system ls.also in force in the islands, and
expe%ted e members of it appear to be lazy and dlsmc.hned to incur odium, as might be
A (1311 80 SII}])&H a community (paragraph 49), it appears to work well, ana the
e moﬁ? ;u'st to 3 held in repute (Paragraph .30). The Collector has already ordered
praotios ff r to .Vlsolt the outlying islands twice a year (paragraph 63). Thereisa
P boears 4 bplluushm_g by fine, offences against the * customs ” of the island, which
isriiee ear a wide 1at1tu.de.9', and to furnish a summary and useful substitute for a
o Ste pm;tlon of the Clyu.aud_Criminal Codes ; the Collector (his paragraph 20)
b lfmiteptst o define and limit this power (paragraph 48), but care should be taken
vory well sul't é)o much., It Qqes not appear to have been abused, and is probably
A 1 et to the conditions and .circumstances of the islands ; all Inspecting
it top;;eag o be agreed that the patriarchal form of Government is the one most
ing the " nd znost popular in, the island, The question is raised of amalgamat-
i greaglg)ml ments of monigar and hospital assistant (quagraph 67), but there
to bo oo fore‘c}t _aganst sucha confusion of work and position and hardly anything
raised. ot incrl ; the question need not therefore be re-opened. The question is also
o o sufﬁe.asmg the monigar’s establishment (paragraph 52), but the Collector
b6 mors of aueuz?t as it is : the clerk gets poor pay, but he appears (paragraph 61) to
of o attender than a clerk ; the substitution of rice for trees to the kavalgars

1 (paragraph 64), is approved.

.. 9. A proposal is made to kee i i

’ m: p the pay of the hospital assistant down to Rs. 50, so
;}I;;t‘(?fessg??}l:iisfeel himself subordinate to the monigar (paragraph 38). The Collector
et e (pgragraph 14 of his covering letter‘), but the obvious objections to it
Amopular andptr})lmtntment would always be ill-paid, and consequently additionally
Sopop 1’1 me o 3 bwher} a suitable man—who §h0111(1 cm-t:uply be a Muhammadan—
S o e ad, e withdrawn on promotion just at the time when becoming most
e a0 cannot therefore support it. .Fnctlon would be less, probably, if
L pammad: ere employed._the monigar being of that persuasion. Whoever is

company the monigar to the outlying islands as suggested,

6. The only Governmen i
. : t revenue, proper, comes from the coir monopoly, all coir
:ﬁgl;go ;g (310} esll'lnmlednt, and being paid, for at fixed rates. All parties are ag);,eed that
poly should continue (paragraph 10); the question is raised of improving the

10
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quality of the coir (paragraph 39), but the attempts which have been made in this
direction hitherto have failed, and the islanders seem too lazy to make it worth while
to do anything. The Collector (his paragraph 17) suggests periodical reclassifying
and revaluing, and where, as in the case of amini, the islanders claim to be turning
out a better quality of coir, than hitherto, reclassifying would only be equxtgble and
should be allowed, but rezaluing, unless it meant an increased price to the islarfers
and greater cost to Government would be unpopular, and looked on, probably, as a
dangerous innovation. At present, the islands each have their own fixed classification,
showing what proportion is to be considered as good, whatas middling, and what as bad :
it is right to alter this if the islanders claim that they are putting a greater proportion
into the high classes than hitherto ; but to alter the price, which should be paid for
each such class, seems unnecessary. AS2 matter of fact, the price of coir seems to
have gone down in the market, and to revalue would therefore mean to lower the
rates. Messrs. Morgan and Sons’ proposal for a x.nonopolx (I{aragraph,}%g), n 530111-
sideration of their introducing spinning machinery into the islaud seem§flﬂadm1.sslxib e,
but the Collector is going into the question, and may be left to report, 1t he thinks 16
necessary. 'The request of the islanders to be allowed more salt at cost price (para-
graph 59) is one that appears to have been always u?ged; ;t was ralsela((li before frglrln
1 maund to 1%, and Mr. Cowie now proposes to raise 1t to. 14, this wou énc'ﬁasleth ?ﬁ
cost to Government, which, of course, loses the duty, but 1t seems th be admittec d 3
the quantity now allowed is small, and the concession 18 there _oxile_recor:upeln f :
Mr. Cowie calculates that they now get about 7% 1b. per head, whic 1? ceraam Yh_(’g
Jittle. Taking 12 lb. per head asa fair rate of consumption, the proposa rr{a g’ wiie
would increase the allowance to less than 9 1bS, would not leave th‘i. 1; anders anly;
margin for malpractices. The complaint as to the quality of rice supphe (paragrap
60), has been disposed of by the Collector- )
proper and any man plants a tree where 1t

suits him to do so apparently and enjoys the proceeds ; but a certain numbel: of troes
have fallen to Goveﬁlr)lment z)artly as]escheat, partly, apparently, because plﬁ,t; ds otno
forbidden or so-called Government ground. These Government trees seem z};' 5(’1ers
have been held available for free presentation to paupers and destitute 18 aln buy
The Collector wished to make some revenue out of these trees by making peopie u);
them, but has given the idea up, and proposes to give them to durkhastdars, poore

applicants being preferred (paragraph 12).

or the poor and destitute should, however, be

adhered to. The number is not large, and it is advisable to keep a roserve in. the
hands of Government to meet such ca%e;. If they are to be given away ;O v:l?ll;-tge;geo
folk, merely for the asking, they will presumably all go ab onCS eranh 63)
however, of trees planted by particular parties, on Government (llanl({h(piz; (g alg ravh
they may be given to the plaifters, at the same time, the fee for durikhasts {p grap

61) may be abolished ; it appears to be useless.

9. The court fees (paragraph 61) may be reta
are a proper punishment to the unsuccessful one,
kavalgars, which has now been undertaken by Government, may
Government.

i ; is raised. It appears that
10. The question of education aragraph 9), as usual, 18 raised ppears
the islanders do uot take to the in(;gorted article, represented by Khadri Haji, but

adhere to their own mullahs, and learn the dKOI'aH> al?d thq Iggﬁiteioﬁlzi:l; ;3:1;‘7!;0 3;?1;;
i i islanders speak an 1 ,
the imported article DD matter 2;1 fact, Eppear to take particularly well to

the Arabic character, ¢ ter .
e Arabic character, and as a matte ) bar islandors and of corresponding folk on

education, and to be in advance of the Ma . ;
the maianmd; indeed, the Moplahs are said in a previous report to get theu:tteaCh?;S
from the islands. There is probably something wrong, thercfore, in the system with

. . e .if thei i ke to it, though
which the imported article is put before them ; if the 1s]iimders will not ta ’

possib]y laziness and cost has also something to do ‘.wth it. The CollectorﬁrOPOSGS to pgt
Khadri II1ji under a local mullah of repute, and this may be.?pprovgd. eIre'comr:)e'n 8
also the preparaticn of Manuals, using Mr. Mir Shujait Ali's services, Itis notvery

7. Government has no land revenue

8. The old custom of keeping them f

ined ; they check the uncertain suitor,
and being a return for the pay of the
fairly be claimed by

30te Marcur 1892, No. 310, RevENUE. 39

clear what Mr. Mir Shujait Ali can do, that .

yalamManuals, transl_lteiated into Arab’ic, Willllg)n?t1 St;o?alﬁlr?’Dolmehy fhe ordinary Nela
ﬁléttﬁ};az the _M:}llaba‘r 1s1an('1ers preferred Hindustani and English ‘e;‘)ge?;arzc:}?tly pomnted
Do ! theaii ;1: te (Jangra islands ; and it might be worth while to try tg teaelfaﬁn.e may
Ar'a’b i in. thzc eir an fmuch of the words and grammar are the “same a(:s th N
Arabl t,o " Ortp ace of the apparently unpopqlar Malayalam. The Colllbector O§ﬁ o
asked fo port upon the point. The ¢ Robinson poor fund” is treated of Nt
Jowie's paragraph 31 and the Collector’s 12, and both officers there po ol M.

. : . A : mak i
;gﬁfi theT}clost~Q of dmtroducmg education into the islands should be thrigf (S)I(igfestm.n
. e fund, however, appears to be a charitable fund, intended for the sfp;gii

;ltndwggﬁfa?on of the poor and infirm, not for the education of the general pusy;
The vro P?ar{:nﬂy be a misappropriation of it to devote it to the latte]f' \ii, and
proposal should, therefore, be negatived, and the accrued interest addecll) to Otii;

capital and invested for in i irecti :
own footing. use 1o its proper direction. Education should stand on itg

11 As regards minor matters it is recommended that a qualifi
Lor : ed )
:;ldwlrilig s.h‘o‘uﬁd be sent as askgd for (paragraph ‘338). Some mor;1 owls shoglésfll;:)n ?)r;
islggds u’ . ough on rats ”'15 a dangerous poison, and should be kept out of the
PR ELnd(ss greater necessity for the use of it is shown (paragraphs 16—18)
Fay nd mongooses are naturally objecteq to, and toddy cats should be intro:
ﬁsh-cur'parl‘ngly at first for they are as partlal to poultry as mongooses are, The
e Lng industry (paragraph 55) does not seem called for at present ; three oil-mills
thagt ) Ae sent—one for each of the minor islands as requested (paragraph 56)—
o mfnu was originally sent to be used for the maugfacture of .oil for sale, but is
b n. yb or o1l for home ?onsuxllption, and tl%e same v'nll happen in the other three
surves’ ut, at any rate, it will be introducing the islanders to the article. The
P y‘ maps prepared by the surveyor (paragraph 68) will be useful as a basis for
o e;] su{vey, and if each Inspecting officer adds to them, they will be perfect in time :
Boo}lfc ] ?u d be sent to the Survey office to be properly prepared—the measurement
Col]es ztxccofmpanymg them—and lithographed, and 20 or 30 copies should be sent to the
e ‘(ftor or general and future use. 1f the Board’s suggestlon ﬂ.la:t a Public Works
iSl"pd(;~r?ent officer should accompany the Collector on his next visit to the Malabar
) ands for the purpose of investigating the question of clearing the openingsinto the
t‘lilgoons,. 18 accepted, the same officer may investigate the similar question raised by
e {Xmlm islanders (paragraph 61). The supply of drinking-water appears to be
533( (Pa.»agraph 37); the omnivorous goat is giving way to the cow (paragraph 10),
. a fairly successtul attempt appears to have been made by the monigar to intro-
uce the pine-apple, the plantain and the casuarina ( paragraph 20).

12.. _The Board proposed the building of a steamer in its review of Mr. Dumergue’s

report ; if built, it would, of course, serve the Aminidivis also.
13, Mr. Cowie gives the usual statement showing the finance of the islands ; there
1s a small net profit to Government, smaller than in previous years, due apparently
to the large amount spent on rice, and the low amount received from coir.
- 1'4. The condition of Chetlat (paragraph 63) should be watched by the Collector.

e (,olleetqrs of both Malabar and Capara will be asked when they propose to make
their next visits to the islands. '

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  H. A. SIM,
Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
‘ with four maps and measurement books (to be returned).
' (;ollector of South Canara.
»  Collector of Malabar.
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OrpEr—dated 30th March 1892, No. 310, Revenue.

M LU N

- — M‘._W\ﬁn“.v-\,.ﬁﬂ.‘\,w\_uw

. T The Government has perused with
Miscellancous, interest the report submitted by M.
e Cowie on his tour of inspection in the
.Ammldlw group of the Laccadive islands attached to the South Canara district, - ‘he
1slanders appear to be in 5 fairly prosperous condition and to bhe making a steady
v Increase in the number of houses and boats and the
progress of the lmport trade, The apparent decrease in population as shown by the
Qensps of 1891 is ascribed to temporary emigration to the mainland, and this explana-
tiou is probably correct,

2. The quernment concurs in the Board’s remarks in paragraphs 4—6 and 8—11
sanctions its recommendation i paragraph 6 to increase the
allowance of salt from 11 to 1} maunds per candy of coir brought to the mainland.

3. The report called for in baragraph 10 on the subject of education should be
submitted for ¢he mformation of Government.

4. The appointment of 5 qualified Mussalman midwife will be considered in the
Public Department,

9. The reports called for from the Collectors of M alabar and South Canara ag to
when they Propose to make thejr next visit to the islands will be awaited.

(True Extract.) .

@Z%’:

Secretary to Government,

To the Comgnissioners of Lignd Revenue, with enclosures.
» the Public Department.
+» the Public Works Department,

Exd. C. M, Brisson.

80 Copies.
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