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sent to him by licennd miuiatorc of relimion' ‘

virtue of such licenses.

In the matter of Refersnce on Nos 682 and 826 of 1892 ‘J)/
{

Pubdblioe Department

O p i n i o, n

trar General to investigate. The. Le‘g:_ls:‘lature- never could.‘hvaﬁ_i
tended ;to»‘contfar dpon him the power of ratsing a doubt ns. ib thA
validity of & marriage without eonferring upon him the porex; of
settling shat doubt and,m*ovidinéil for an ﬁppeul against his_-‘;ﬁe
(ai,q:i,f 'of ﬁmqﬂﬂipxz from the disastrous effocts which an error o
,« Judwt en his part would produse. No such powers have beeri
ferred upon - him, nor do thw form & necessary part of his dutie

Ny answer to the firat question put to me is that th. &agi
trar aaneral of births, duths ana marriages is not morerod 'w

urutiniao the validity of, and to reject, cartifiutn of n

2 ~ 8eetion 6 of Aet XV of 1872 confines the power of a‘ lo
Govermment 'to the grant orv licenses to solemmize mrr-iage&vit
the ierritories Yunder its sdministretion.® The wording of' thn}
Section substituted for the above by Aet II of 1891 Seetion 1‘,3‘{
discloses this gl:lmitation of power very eleariy;

My ana%,: .ﬂw ‘the second question put to me is that mmi__f

44444
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3 Act II of 1891 Section 1 (3) keeps alive licenses then in
force granted under the Prior Act, but does not give force to any

license, the grant of which was ultra vires. The local Govermment

sould not grant Mr Pasler a license under Section 6 of Ast XV of
1872 to solemnize marriages in Puducottah as that is a "Native State,
not territor; under the adminigtration of the Madras Govew..jent .

The reference in the ligenses to the fact that Mr Pasler was °sta-
tioned at Puducottah, * and the substitution of the phrase !territonuf,

subjsct to the goverrment of Madras® for the words "under its admin-.

Ll

lstration® used in Section 6, seem to point to the conelusion that f
' |

P
1
K

v

such &

%

the licenses were intended to apply to Puducottsh. If 89,

does
grant was ultra vires, therefore Aet Il of 1891 Section 1 (3)

not apply.

Revd
My answer to the third question put to me is that the

jer the ;
Mr Paalerilxyld not solemnize a marriage in Puducottah under 517 .e

& ligense granted to him

b r that
4 It does not necessarily follow from the above ansve .

. not
the marrisge now in question is void. The certificate does

the -
state that the marriage wes solemnized at Puducotteh under

' ; o not -
lioense above referred to, but assuming that it was, 1d
The

rebY -
think that the validity of the marriage is arfected ther

‘ 4 under
Wmarrisge was solemnised by a "Minister of Religion liesnst
| ' olemmised
the Ast 0 solemnize marriages" It was therefore not 8 ?
ion 6, 84

et
othervise than in accordmce with the provisions of 8¢

it is therefore not void.

the
- 48 that

My answer to the -fourth question put to ™

marriage in question ia walia

. ' Brahson, ;
(8ignea) J K Sprins : ,

c:/ﬁle“Qd Lte General

/3 6?/:/1(,6’ {5713 : Advoe

R e
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2€i¢44/¢498414,c422f'
— e i::%}__f ~

Govermment Solicitor.
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