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FroMm
JOHN LAMPARD, Esg,,
(Known'in the Salvation Army in India as Colonel Ajeet Singh),
Oficer in charge of Salvation Army Operations in India.
To

THE MARQUESS or LANSDOWNE, G. c. M. G.
Calcutta, the 11th Fanuary 1892

YOUR £XCELLENCY,

In accordance with the suggestion your Excellency
was good enough to make at the interview with General Booth on Saturday
last, I beg to submit the following application to your Excellency’s con-
sideration ==

The Government of Bombay has recently conferred upon me the power to
grant certificates of marriage to the Nztive Christian members of the Salvation
Army in that Presidency. I beg tc ask that your Excellency may be good
enough to extend this power to myself over the remaining parts of India:
and that as considerable difficulty is experienced in country villages in
obtaining marriage certificates, and alco in view of the expense which is very
considerable to such poor people, it wculd materially assist our operations if
your Excellency would grant the power to 1ssue certificates of marriage to those
officers of the Salvation Army known :s “ Divisional Officers,” that is, those
having charge of large districts. A{ present these are four in number, The
officers holding these positions are reliajle men of tried ability, and are fully
cognisant of the peculiar bearings involved in the discharge of this privilege, and

may be relied upon not to in any way abuse the confidence thus reposed in
them.

Inasmuch, howgv:e;, as for administrati\{e purposes it is our custom to in-
terchange these * Divisional Officers  from time to time, it would obviate a good

deal of trouble if the power asked fcr could be granted to the gfficers holding
these positions for the time being.

~ I need hardly assure your Excellency that we should be pleased to comply
with any requirements that may be made, and to furnish the fullest information

as to the officers upon whom this power is conferred from time to time as may
be thought necessary.

. I have the honor {0 be

Your Excellency’s most obedient servant,

(Sd.) JOHN LAMPARD.
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From

‘ J. P. HEWETT, Esq., C.1E
Offc. Secreary to the Government of Indua,

To .
NSRS
JOHN LAMPARD, Eso., LT

L
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(Known in the Salvation Armyin India as Colonel AJEET SINGH)SS Frdit o
O/ficer in chargeof Sulvation Army Operations in Indidy, ?
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Home Trepartment,

Feclesiastical.

Simla, the 77 April 1892

SIR,
I am directed to acknowledge he receipt of your letter™ of the 11th
* Addressed to His Excelloncy the  JANUATY 1842, 10 which you state that the Govern-
Marquis of Lansdowne. ment of Doghay hos conferred upon you the power
to grant certificates of marnage to the Mtive Christian members of the Salva-
tion Army in that Presidency, and reqest that similar powers may be granted
to you in respect of the rest of India, ancalso to the oficers of the Salvation
Army, known as “ Divisional Officers ™ wihin their respective charges.

2. His Excellency in Couneil is adveed that the office of Divisional Officer of
the Salvation Army is not an office; the blder of which for the time being can be
authorised, under section g of the Indian Christian Marriage Act of 1872, to
grant certificates of marriage between Naive Christians.  This being the case, 1t
follows that such licenses can only be grnted to Vour Divisional Cllicers ““ by
name,” and under the section of the Ac just referred to the discretion as to
Jicensing persons to certify marriages btween Native Christians within British
India rests with Local Governments wd Administrations. T am therefore
to suggest that application for the necssary licenses should be made to the
Local Governments and Administratios in whose territories the  gentlemen
holding the post of “ Divisional Offices ” wish  to be empowered to certify
marriages. 1t is nceessary that a separat license should be obtained from each
Local Government within whose territoris this power is desired.

I have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,
J. P. HEWETT,

Offy. Secretary to the Government of India.

No. 77
Copy, with copy of the letter to which it is a reply, forwarded to the
Foreign Department for information.

’_ —
No. 777

Copy, with copy of the letter to whehit is a reply, forwarded to Local
Governments and Admnistrations for infemation.

By order,

b L
\ Opig. Secretary to the Govermment of Iudia,

G. C. Press, Simla,~No. {{ i),;6~4»9~ 1t
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