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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.
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Reap—the following~paper :—
From A. REA, Esq., M.R.AS, Superintendent, Archaological Survey, Madras,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Camps, Bhattiprolu, Kistna
district, 221d" February 1892, No. a7.

1 have the honour to report to Goverr}ment an important discovery of Buddhist
relics and inscriptions at the ruined Buddhist stfipa at Bhattiprolu.

9. The building is of solid brickwork throughout, and has been as large as the
stfipa at Amaravati. A portion of the brickwork of the base of the dome, and the
wall of the procession-path at the south-east quadrant, where 1 have dug a trench,
remain intact. The distance of the former from the centre is 66 feet, and the latter
74 feet. These sizes make the dome 192 feet in diameter, and the surrounding basement

148 feet. The base of the Amardvati
'Burgess——Amurdvati and  Jaggayyapeta stipa was about 138 feet * in diameter.
Stupas, p- 21 : , Outside the basement is a brick floor,
eight feet below ground, on the outer
edge of which would once stand a marble rail. Whether any of it at present exists
can only be ascertained by digging. A portion of the low brick wall against which
it stood, and numerous fragments of marble appear in a trench on the south-east side
at a distance of 12 foet from the base of the building. Two octagonal piers and a
block of white marble lie on the position of the north-cast quadrant of the rail; it is
robable that others exist below ground. The upper half of the dome, about a quarter
of the mass of brickwprk of the outer radius of the drum on the north, cast and west
sides, and various othr portions around the walls of the stiipa, were demolished several
ears ago, and ingide the dome was found ‘‘a casket made of six small slabs of stone
dovetailed into one another, measuring about 23 feet by 11 deet by L foot. Inside
this was a common clay chatty, and inside the chatty a nedt casket made of ¢soap
o stone’ which contained a crystal phial.
+ Sewell— Lists of Autiquities, Volume I, p. 7. In the phial was a pearl, a few little bits
of gold, [y and some ashes.”’t

3. T learned that this casket had been found just above the summit of the
remaining portion of the brick dome. 1 ascertained) this point to be 15 feet above
the level of the floor of the procession-path which surrounds the building. Although
this casket had been found, I considered that, as the principal deposit 18 usually placed
down in the centre near the foundations, or at the level of the procession—path, there
was a groat probability of there being another. After having found the centre of the
circular brickwork, which, through the demolition, is not now in the middle of the
mound, but considerably towards the porth, I saw that the bricks there had not been
touched. 1n the centre was a parrow well, 91 inches in diameter, filled with earth.
This Fale, it appears, was open when the top of the stiipa was removed, and was then
counded with a rope for a depth of about 15 feet from the present surface. Around
it were courses of cight bricks radiating from the centre to a diameter of 3 feet.

These bricks T removed to & depth of 14 feet 6 inches.
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4. At that depth I came on a large, irregular, three-sided slab of b] :
on the south side of the excavated sha%t. The tévo inner sides of the sti‘)(iis?;];' I:Id
from the centre, its outer side was curved concentric with the brickwork, and extelr?dgg

a0

a foot into the wall of the shaft. It would have lain clear had another ring of by k
work been removed, making the shaft five feet in diameter, but I did not ex entc ;
‘v find more than one casket in the centre. On removing it I found a rectangulgrccutto

N ting on its under-surface, measuring 11 inches by 8 inches by 1 inch deep ; the len
* ; was placed east and west. Below it was another similar but thicker stc’)ne wit}%th
raised rectangular rim on its upper surface cut to fit into the hollow in t};e u "
stone. The inner sides of this rectangle slope down into a circular cavity 5 inzﬁer
in depth. The upper surface of the lower stone is smooth, and cut on it aroung tﬁU‘
four sides of the casket chamber are two lines of an inscription in a character 8imil .
to those of Astka. I send an im rear
* Enclosure No. 1. sion.* In the cavity was a small gloll))ul .
blackstone relie casket. Around tzx-
: casket, and mixed with some earth which filled the cavily, were the followine
D articles :— g
Two small, semi-spherical, hollow, copper or bell-metal (?) cups, 1% inch in
diameter. They can fit into each other. One bears traces of some sort of resin havin
been inside. On the apex of one is a gold bead, 1% inch in diameter. The other ha%
had a gold bead also, which was found in the earth alongside ;
N1 one copper finger-ring and several bits of copper ;
one small bead ;
two double pearls ;
and the following articles in gold, weighing collectively § tola and 13 grains :—
one single and one double gold bead ;
seven small triangular pieces;
four lotus flowers in thin sheets, with eight bent petals, each 1% inches across :
two trisfilas in thin plates, each 1% inch by 1 inch; ¢
one hexagonal crystal with slightly convex sides, 2.% inches by { inch, pierced

with a hole through its axis. On each of the sides of the prism is lightly traced
o an inscription in the same character ag
+ Letters larger than the original. that on the stone. The following is g

copy : —t

L OOL
NrLANEL

“ AN QUL
LUSTIT YU
MY I 2FLY
AVUI+LLALU+
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The two semi- spherical vessels lay on the west side of the casket; the crystal
rism, gold flowers and other articles on the east. The relic casket is 4% inches in
diameter by 4} inches in height. The lid fits by a groove into the lower portion.
Inside 1is & cylindricail crystal phial 21 inches 1n diameter by 1% inch fin height. 1t
is moulded oB the sides, flat on the top and bottom, and has its 1id fitted in the same
manner as the stone receptacle. Tnside is a flat piece of bone, L inch across; it is smooth
on the one side, and celled on the other ; it seems a piece of a skull bone.

In the stone casket, below the phial are—

9 small lotus flowers in gold leaf;

6 gold beads over % inch in diameter, and 8 smaller ;

4 small lotus flowers in thin .copper ;
19 small pierced pearls ; -
1 slightly blue coloured crystal bead ; and
94 small coins or tokens, in a 1ight-coloured metal, somewhat resembling bell-
metal. They are plain on the reverse ; and on the obverse have lotus flowers, tristilas,
feet with a snake coiled around, and other emblems more or less legible. They were

]aid on the bottom of the casket with the smooth sides down in the form of a Svastika
and had become fixed to the stone by oxidation. TIn the Svastika, nine of the coins
were in the centre rectangle ; three on each of the four arms ; and the other three over
the centre. The flowers and beads seem also to have been originally arranged sym-
metrically. AR example of this symbolical use of the Svastika was found in the

centre of the stupa ab Pedda Ganjam.

5. At a depth of 17 feet was another black stone on the north side of the well,

and, like the first, sunk a foot into the wall. It is roughly triangular in form, with

rounded corners, and measures about 2 feet across by 10 inches thick. On the top is

a circle, 7% inches in diameter, raised half an inch. The under side is smooth, with

a circular hollow 12 inches in diameter and half an inch deep. The circle is filled in

with an inscription in 19 lines, while

* Enclosure No. 2. aroupd it is another intwo lines.* Both

had the latters filled in with white. Below

it was a stone roughly rectangular, with rounded corners. In itis 2 circular hole

61 inches deep, 71 inches in diameter at the top,and 4 inches at the bottom. Around

its top is a raised rim 14 inch broad. On the upper surface, around the hole, is an

inseription in two lines.t The characters

+ Enclosure No. 3. are the same as those of the inseription

) first described. The letters were filled

with chunam, evidently that they might show distinctly against the black stone. The

ca\fity was nearly filled with earth, and bad no inner stone casket. Init wasa crystal

phial, 18 inch in diameter by 2% inches high. Its lid is moulded like a dagoba.

The top and bottom were lying separate, and filled with earth. There was 1o sign
of a relic inside. Mixed with the earth in the stone cavity were—

164 lotus leaves and buds, 2 circular flowers, & trisila, and a three-armed
figure like a vastika, all in gold leaf;

9 gold stems for the lotus flowers, one of them attached,

6 gold beads, and

1 small coiled gold ring;

" the lotus leaves are of different sizes, having been fitted inside each other as in
the flower itself. The beads represent the opening buds. These articles collectively
weigh close on 12 tolas

9 pearls,

1 garnet,

6 coral beads, and one bit of the same material,
- 1 slightly blue, flat, oval, crystal bead, 1 pointed, oval, white crystal bead, and

2 green—t'mged, flat, six-sided crystal drops. One is & and the other & inch in
length. They do not appear to be rock crystal, and may be beryl. A pumber of bits
of corroded copper leaf, including lotus flowers, stetns, - miniature umbrella, and one
or more thin sheets folded fat into about eight thicknesses. The metal of the latter is
completely corroded and extremely brittle ; it will be impossible to unfold the sheets.

~



4 “‘*
One side is broken, but the fragments remain. The largest

12 inth, and shows some letters or symbols pricked on with D ol eurey 2 Inches by

a metal point.
6. At a depth of 18 feet a blackstone lay sunk a foot into the wall on the cas

side of the shaft. It is an irregular, circular stone measuri ¢
. . X ng about i

across by 10 inches thick. On its under surface is a circulgr sp:%z stzi 3 }:;(;h:s

i : . . .5 Y
* Enclosure No. 4 inch, with an inscription in eight lines * ;
’ thetlltlattetrs w?e whitened. This stone lay
. . on the top of another i

s}_mp(?, and measuring 2 feet 9 inches by 2 feet 8 inchgs by 11 inch:;)}lg}(lg tsl(lleuim ;1‘

side is a circular cavity 6% inches deep, 74 inches broad at the top and 5 inches at? Ehe

bottom. On its top is a rim 2} inches broad, which fits into the hollow in the upper

stone. On the upper surface of the stone |
t Enclosure No. 5. ~ around the rim is an inscription in one

line,T with letters whitened. avi
was nearly filled with earth. ’ e the ouity

In it were—

1 crystal phial of the shape of that found inside the second stone receptacle

but slightly larger. It measures 2% inches in diameter by 3 inches high. The two
pieces were filled with earth, and lay apart.

Close to the phial was found the actual relic casket with the relies inside. Itis
made of a chrysolite (or a beryl?) measuring % inch in length, by 14 inch, by % inch
A cylindrical hole 5% inch in diameter is drilled in its axis, in which are ,the Iglics——:
three small pieces of bone. The hole is closed by a small white crystal stopper, with
hezagonal bulbous top. The necking is covered with gold leaf, and another sheet, of
the same material is fixed outside on the bottom. This unique casket had been origi-

nally pla ced inside the crystal phial, but had been displaced probably by shaki
the stone when it was laid; ’ P probably by shaking of

2 SRS
5 "mﬂu:w»ﬂxsfuzﬁamfnﬂw-‘m -

Lead 1 amethyst bead 2 inch long; another smaller ; and L yellow-coloured ecrystal
ead ;

1 small hexagonal crystal drop of a slightly yellow colour, and another flut one
of white crystal ;
1 bone bead ; r
6 pearls, and 32 seed pearls, all pierced ; 3
80 lotus flowers, a bent two-armed figure, and a guatre-foil in gold leaf.

A piece of seemingly decomposed quartz having the appearance of salt, but in-
soluble in water. . )

A few bits of copper, and an iron (?) cinder.

7. The inscriptions are of importance, as, being found in connection with the 4
relice, they must be contemporaneous with the foundation of the stlpa, and she\;r it to
have been an early one. I will have the five inscribed stones sent d(’)wn to Madras
where they can be examined by any scholar who may wish to see them. The otli r
articles will be deposited in the Madras Museum. ' ' .
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,.

Rean—the following paper :—

From A. REA, Esq., M.r.as., Superintendent, Archeological Survey, Madras,
to the Chief Secretary to.(Government, dated Camps, Bhattiprolu, Kistna
distriet, 22nd February 1892, No. 97.

1 have the honour to report to Government an important discovery of Buddhist
relics and inscriptions at the ruined Buddhist stipa at Bhattiprolu.

9. The building is of solid brickwork throughout, and has been as large as the
stipa at Amarivati. A portion of the brickwork of the base of the dome, and the
wall of the procession-path at the south-east quadrant, where I have dug a trench,
remain intact. The distance of the former from the centre is 66 feet, and the latter
74 feet. These sizes make the dome 132 feet in diameter, and the surrounding basement

148 feet. The base of the Amardvati

* Burgess— Amardeati and Jaggayyapeta Stu- stfipa was about 138 feet* in diameter.
pas, p- 21. Outside the basement is a brick floor,
eight feet below ground, on the outer

edge of which would once stand a marble rail.  Whether any of it at present exists
can only be ascertained by digging. A portion of the low brick wall against which
it stood, and numerous fragments of marble appear in a trench on the south-east side,
at a distance of 12 feet from the base of the building. Two octagonal piers and a
block of white marble lie on the position of the north-east quadrant of the rail ; it is
probable that others exist below ground. The upper half of the dome, about a quarter

of the mass of brickwork of the outer radius of the drum on the north, east and west

sides, and various other portions around the walls of the stiipa, were demolished several

years ago, and inside the dome was found “a casket made of six small slabs of stone

Aovetailed into one another, measuring about 23 feet by 11 feet by L foot. Inside

this was a common clay chatty, and inside the chatty a neat casket made of ‘soap

stone’ which contained a crystal phial.

+ Sewell—Lists of Antiquities, Volume I, p. 7. In the phial was a pearl, a few little bits
. of gold leaf and some ashes.”’t

3. T learned that this casket had been found just above the summit of the
remaining portion of the brick dome. I ascertained this point to be 15 feet above
the level of the floor of the procession-path which surrounds the building. Although
this casket had been found, I considered that, as the principal deposit is usually placed
down in the centre near the foundations, or at the level of the procession-path, there
was a great probability of there being another. After having found the centre of the
cireular brickwork, which, through the demolition, is not now in the middle of the
mound, but considerably towards the north, I saw that the bricks there had not been
touched. 1n the centre was a narrow well, 93 inches in diameter, filled with earth.
This hole, it appears, was open when the top of the stiipa was removed, and was then
sounded with a rope for a depth of about 15 feet from the present surface. ~ Around
i wore courses of eight bricks radiating from the centre to a diameter of 3 feet.
These bricks T removed to a depth of 14 feet 6 inches.

4. At that depth I came on a large, irregular, three-sided slab of blackstone laid
on the south side of the excavated shaft. The two inner sides of the stone radiated
from the centre, its outer side was curved concentric with the brickwork, and extended
a foot into the wall of the shaft. It would have lain clear had another ring of brick-
work been removed, making the shaft five feet in diameter, but I did not expect to
find more than one casket in the centre. On removing it 1 found a rectangular cut-
ting on its under-surface, measuring 11 inches by 8 inches by 2 inch deep ; the length
was placed east and west. Below it was another similar but thicker stone, with a
raised rectangular rim on its upper surface cut to fit.into the hollow in the upper
stone. The inner sides of this rectangle slope down into a circular cavity 5 inches

wr.
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in depth. The upper surface of th i
! e lower stone is smooth i un
four sides of the casket chamber are two lines of an ims;crip‘c’i(;’;i1 (ilncl;.t ctﬁ;;c?c:(; sid 'tlhe
milar

to those of Asbka. I send an impres-

sion.* Inthe cavity wasa small globular

. . blackst i
casket, and mixed with some earth which ﬁlledor’;ze r:&tyfatgxt'é t}iroflgllfi the
owing

* Enoclosure No. 1.

articles :— :

Two small, semi-spherical, hollow, coppe I
. s r or bell- i i
(tlnamqtel‘_-d Thgy can fit into each,qther. bnepgearsrtr:(},lsn(l)‘fat:gng)'sg:tpzif }'T'B: mch. o
he(oin inside. On the apex of one is a gold bead, % inch in diameter Thesm Vg
ad a gold bead alsg), which was found in the earth alongside ; ' © other has
one copper finger-ring and i ; ’
e O di g several bits of copper;
4 th two double pearls ;
and the following articles in gold, wei hi i 1
one single and one doﬁble’ goltligbézg N olleatively § tola and 13 graine i —
:;even1 small triangular pieces; ’
our lotus flowers in thin sheets, with eigh 1
two 1tlrissﬁlas ili thin pllates, each’lT:F izi:% E; elllgxﬁz(;lt?ls’ eoeh L fnches across
. one hexagonal crystal with slightly convex sides, 2+ inch 1 i
with a hole through its axis. On each of the sides of ﬁén;rgﬁ)y{fnl;ﬁﬁ' p;:;ceg
::,}111 t1nscri%)};cion in the same chachtercis
at on the stone. The ing i
oy he following is a

+ Letters larger than the original.

L 0L
NOLAH AL

JATT YL
AT YO
mvla@ié'
AUT+LLALUF

. The two semi- spherical vessels lay on :
g e e S A T
Inside is a cy1i2ndrical sem taelngh?. The lid fits by a groove into tﬁe 1? & orton,
Inside ie 2 o) e sid rystal phial 23 inches in diameter by 1% inch o hoi portion.

e sides, flat on the top and bottom, and has yits lidu;i(:;tetlin uil e%ﬁg t'sanf:

manner as the stone receptacle. - Inside i eceof b mooth
! .t e is a flat pi one, 1 inch across ; it1i
on the one side, and celled on the other ; it seemls ; piice of ’alslkull bor o3 1bis smoct
1 ne.

N PV L Y
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In the stone casket, below the phial are—
9 small lotus flowers in gold leaf;
6 gold beads over 1inch in diameter, and 8 smaller ;
4 small lotus flowers in thin copper ;
19 small pierced pearls ;

1 slightly blue coloured crystal bead ; and
94 small coins or tokens, in a light-coloured metal, somewhat resembling bell-
metal, They are plain on the reverse ; and on the obverse have lotus flowers, trisilas,
foet with a enake coiled around, and other emblems more or less legible. They were
laid on the bottom of the casket with the smooth sides down in the form of 2 Svastika
and had become fixed to the stone by oxidation. In the Svastika, nine of the coins
were in the centre rectangle ; three on each of the four arms ; and the other three over
the centre. The flowers ~nd beads seem also to have been originally arranged sym-
metrically. An example of this symbolical use of the Svastika was found in the
centre of the stupa at Pedda. Ganjam.
5. At a depth of 17 feet was another black stone on the north side of the well,
and, like the first, sunk a foot into the wall. Ttis roughly triangular in form, with
rounded corners, and measures about 2 feet across by 10 inches thick. On the top is
a circle, 7% inches in diameter, raised half an inch.. The under side is smooth, with
a circular hollow 12 inohes in diameter and half an inch deep. The circle is filled in
with an inseription in 19 lines, while
* inclosure No. 2. around it is another in two lines.* Both
had the latters filled in with white. Below
it was a stone roughly rectangular, with rounded corners. In itis a circular hole
61 inches deep, 7% inches in diameter at the top, and 4 inches at the bottom. Around
its top is a raised rim 13 inch broad. On the upper surface, around the hole, is an
inscription in two lines.t The characters
t Enclosure No. 3. are the same as those of the inscription
first described. The letters were filled
with chunam, evidently that they might show distinetly against the black stone. The
cavity was nearly filled with earth, and had no inner stone casket. In it wasa crysta
phial, 13 inch in diameter by 24 inches high. Its lid is moulded like a dagoba.
The top and bottom Wwere lying separate, and filled with earth. There was 10 sign
of a relic inside. Mixed with the earth in the stone cavity were—

164 lotus leaves and buds, 2 circular flowers, trisiila, and a three-armed

figure like a Svastika, all in gold leaf ;
2 gold stems for the lotus flowers, one of them attached,
6 gold beads, and

1 small coiled gold ring;
the lotus leaves are of different sizes, having been fitted inside each other as in

the flower itself. The beads represent the opening buds. These articles collectively

weigh close on 12 tolas ;

2 pearls,

1 garnet,

6 coral beads, and one bit of the same material, :

1 slightly blue, flat, oval, crystal;bead, 1 pointed, oval, white crystal bead, and

2 green-tinged, flat, six-sided crystal drops. One is & and the other 2 inch in
length. They do not appear to be rock crystal, and may be beryl. A number of bits
of corroded copper leaf, including lotus flowers, stems, a miniature umbrella, and one
or more thin sheets folded flat into about eight thicknesses. The metal of the latter is
completely corroded and cxtremely brittle ; it will be impossible to unfold the sheets.
One side is broken, bub the fragments remain. The largest piece measures 2 inches by

12 inch, and shows some letters or symbols pricked on with a metal point.

6. At a depth of 18 feet a blackstone lay sunk a foot into the wall on the east
gide of the shaft. Itis an irregular, circular stone measuring about 2 feet 3 inches
acrogs by 10 inches thick. On its under surface is a circular space, sunk half an

inch, with an inscription in eight lines  ;
+ Enclosure No. 4. ) the letters were whitened. This stone lay
on the top of another roughly square in
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shape, and measuring 2 feet 5 inches by 2 feet 3 inches b i
hape . 2 ] { y 11 inches. ©
side 18 a cn‘cu@ar cavity 5{2: mcheg deep, 7% inches broad at the top and 5 i:clﬁléz :tp gi?:
bottom. On its top is a rim 23 inches broad, which fits into the hollow in the upper
) stone. On the uppér surface of the sto
* Knclosure No. 5, :]alround the rim is an inscription in 0?12
ine,* with letters whitened. i
was nearly filled with earth. In it were— , ° The cavity

1 crystal phial -of the shape of that found inside the second stone recept.
but slightly larger. It measures 21 inches in diameter by 3 inches high. Tlll)eat?%:é
pieces were filled with earth, and lay apart. ’
Close to the phial was found the actual relic casket with the relics inside. Itis
made of a chrysolite (or a beryl?) measuring 5 inch in length, by 4% inch, by +% inch.

three small pieces of bone. The hole is closed by a small white crystal sto i
hexagonal bulbous top. The necking is coveredywith gold leaf, alfd anothglP ifl,e(:?g;
th«la1 sanie mf:lte.rla! dis f}llxed out-slidehon the bottom. This unique casket had been origi-
na a ced inside the crystal phial, but had been displace ; i
the };tgne when it was lza:,id;y PR placed probably by shaking of
Lo 1 amethyst bead & inch long; another smaller; and 1 yellow-coloured crystal
ead ;

1 small hexagonal crystal drop of a slightly yellow colour, and another flat one
of white crystal ;

1 bone bead ;

6 pearls, and 32 seed pearls, all pierced ;

30 lotus flowers, a bent two-armed figure, and a quatre-foil in gold leaf.

A piece of seemingly decomposed quartz having the appearance of salt, but
insoluble in water. ’

A few bits of copper, and an iron (?) cinder.

7. The inscriptions are of importance,. as, being found in connection with the
relics, they must be contemporaneous with the foundation of the stpa, and shew it to
have been an early one. 1 will have the five inscribed stones sent down to Madras
where they can be examined by any scholar who may wish to see them. The other
articles will be deposited in the Madras Museum. - .

Orper—dated 22nd April 1892, No. 270, Public.
Communicated, and the inscriptions forwarded, to the Government Epigraphist.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
- Chief Secretary.
To the Superintendent, Archeological Survey.
,, the ” Government Central Museum. ' .
Dr. E. Hultzsch, Government Epigraphist, with inscriptions.
all Collectors.
Copy to the Secretary, Royal Asiatic Society, London.

the ” " ” " Ceylon Branch.
the Secretary, Royal Institute of British Architects,

9, Conduit Street, Hanover Square, London, W.

the President, Asiatic Society, Bengal.
the Secretary, Madras Literary Society.
R. Sewell, Esq., Madras Civil Service.
Dr. J. Burgess, c.1.E.
V. A. Smith, Esq., Bengal Civil Service.
Dr. Rost, Libmrianﬁ,} IndiB Office.
A. C. MacDonald, Esq., Deputy Keeper of the Iudiun Insti ,
J. F. Fleet, ksq., Bombay Givil Serv?ce, ¢.1L.E., Bijapur. wtitute, Oxtord.
Dr. G. Oppert, Madras.
the Archaological Commissioner for Ceylon.
Henry Cousens, Iisq., Archaological Surveyor for wtoy SN (U
Pund{t Natesa Sast?i, M.F.L 8. ° ’ Western Tudia, Poona,

Editors’ Table.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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