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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Aip—the following paper :—

' From W. F. peEFABECK, Esq., m.p., Surgeon-General, to the Chi
to Government, duted Madras, 15th F cbruary 189%, No. 150. tef Secretary

'+, With reference to paragraph 4 of G.0., dated the 8th October 1891, No. 2068
%dicial, I have the honour to forward herewith for approval forms of post—%zort;maz and
Hund certificates with instructions anc a draft departmental circular on the subject
lso enclose this office circulars No. 24 of 1883 and No. 2 of 1884, to Whicli] re:

rence is made in the draft circular.

9. Tt will be noted that in the instructions accompanying the post- ;

icate form, T have entered ¢ Committing Magistrate ” insteIszd gf thge “ ne];rztstnﬁggegtfsgl’-’
18 groposed by the Inspector-General of Police in his letter printed in G.O., No

)98, Judicial, of 19th April 1888, The latter term causes confusion, as it is not clear
vhether the District Magistrate, his Deputy, the Taluk Magistrate or the Town
Magistrate is meant.

3. Post-mortem and wound cxaminations are so important a part of a medical
officer’s duties that I recommend that each hospital and dispensary have a copy of the
¢« Clinjcal Manual for India.” This book, in addition to being a useful guide for
hospital practice, contains a very complete section on_post-moriem examinations and
Medical legal necropsies. The first edition was brought to notice by Surgeon-General
Cornish in 1880—vide Procecdings, Board of Revenue, No. 1803, dated 26th Novem-
ber 1880. It has recently been revised and a third edition brought out.

b4

¢

peorginted 28th March 1892, No. 204, Public.

! '

The &mfts and forms submitted by the Surgeon-General have had to be entirely
#ast. They aro approved as printed in the appendix to this order.

» 9 The term  Committing Magistrate ”” should not be used, for it implies that
ere is a charge and an accused, whilst in many cases there is neither. The original
ost-mortem certificate should b& placed in a cover, which should be sealed and handed
over to the Police, who will be responsible for its correct delivery.

3. The Surgeon-General will submit a copy of the ¢ Clinical Manual for India,”

and report the expenditure involved by the proposal in paragraph 3 of his letter.

(True Extract.)

% | . _ Chief Sccretury.

YT the Surgeon-General.
Judicial Department.
Local and Municipal Department.

[Appendix.




APPENDIX.

No.
Circular. /‘

The Government having recently noticed the imperfect nature of the certificate given by a
Medical officer of the result of a post-mortem examination, the Surgeon-General desires to
impress upon all Medical officers and subordinates employed in the Civil Department the grave
responsibility which devolves on them in making post-mortem esaminations and recording the
result of them at the time and also when esamining wounded persons. Care and accuracy in
performing these duties can alone ensure a correct professional opinion being formed and
recorded. :

9. In addition to granting post-mortem certificates, Medical officers should furnish orally to
the police all possible information that they consider calculated to assist the elucidation of the
cuse.

Forms of post-mortem and wound ecertificates are attached to this circular for guidance.
They should be of foolscap size with counterfoils and should be bound in books of 100 forms
each, numbered consecutively. The counterfoil which should be an exuct copy of the otiginal
cortificate should remain as a permanent record. A book of each kind of form should be main-
*tained in every hospital.

N.B.—These forms should not be uscd for certificates grantcd at the request “of private
individuals.

3. Tn addition to these books the usual post-mortem registers should also be maintained, in
which all details of examination (copied from the rough notes) should be entered immediacely
after the post-mortem examination has been made. Each case $hould be signed by the Medical
officer who grants the certificate. The wound register, in which the whole case of wounded
persons sho.ulid be entered, should also be carefully kept up. Under no circumstances should any
one but the Medical officer or subordinate in charge have access to these records.

4. Particular attention is directed to this offiee circulars No. 24 of 13th July 1883 and
No. 2 of 24th January 1884,

{Office copy.
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Post-MORTEM CERTIFICATE.
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The body when first seen by the undersigned was

Constable No.

charge of

The body when first seen by the undersigned was

Post-mor’em commenced at

M., On

<

ppearances found :—

SRR HISOR A0S

M., on

Post-mortem commenced at

-~

e

Appearances found : —

pinion as to cause of death.

Identification and caste marks : —
Opinion as to cause of death.

Name

Station

Name

Station

Date

Rank

Date

Rank

L S VP

- e

S

TInstructions for filling in Post-mortem Certificates.

After the words “body of a,” the sex should be entered.

2. The approximate age to be entered should be judged from appearances.

3. The date and time of receipt of the body and the name and official position ot the person
ordering the post-mortem should be entered together with the number and date of the document

sent by him.
4. The number, rank and name of the constable in charge of the body should be entered.

5. After the words * the body when first seen by the undersigned was,” its condition should
be noted, é.e., whether warm, cold, condition of rigor mortis, or undergoing putrefaction.
6. The time at which the post-mortem examination was commenced and the date on which

it was made should be accurately entered.
7. After * appearances found” all particulars regarding wounds, injuries, and suspicious
signs, external or internal, should be concisely and sufficiently described, the site and extent of

any wounds being carefully entered.
8. Identification and caste marks should be entered in the office copy of the certificate.

9. The original certificate should be placed in a cover which should be sealed and handed -

over to the Police who will know to what Magistrate to take it.

10. The certificate should not be filled in until the post-mortem notes have been er.ltgr.ed in
full in ink in the post-mortem register. This should: be done at once to obviate the possibility of

any delay in the delivery of the certificate to the Police.
11. Tt is to be distinctly understood that the original certificate is, in all cases, to be handed
over to the Police on the day on which the post-mortem is held,

[Office copy.
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7
Instructions for filling in Wound Ceriificates.
1. After the words “of &,” the sex of the person should be given.
1 2. After the words “sent with”” should be entered particulars of any document received
1from a Magistrate or the Police. .

, 3. When the injured person is accompanied by a constable, the name, number and rank of
 the latter should be noted. 1f no communication in writing is received with the injured person,
§ the fact should be noted as follows : ¢ who was sent without a written communication by . . . .
: 4. The exact time at which the injured person was first seen by the certifying officer and
i also the exact time at which the examination was commenced should be carefully noted and
g entered in the certificate. ) _ _ _
1“;; 5. Particulars of all injuries found should "be concisely but sufficiently described in the
tplainest language. . o
\ 6. After the words “ I am of opinion that,” enter whether the injuries are or are not of a
V‘E’aerioué nature, and, if the former, whether a fatal result or any permanent injury is likely to

follow. . .
* % Tdentification and caste marks should be entered in the office copy of the certificate.

8. The original certificate should be forvyarded at once to the Magistrate or the Police
="‘,oﬁicer who sent the injured person for examination. o
A 9. As the certificate has to be filled in and despatched immediately aft‘er‘ the examination, a
; ivery c;;,refully considered prognosis should be made, especially as regards injuries to the head or
spine. . .
' 10. Further details should be entered in the Hospital Wound Register.

U PP ¢ pemiae ek
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Post-mortem and Woung Certificates.

anAp}{r(()lvmg, with remarks, the forms of — as
) ‘ N - A S i § 2
ended, aud directing the Surgeon-Goneral to

Egulrt gj(e’(’zost of supplying the “ Cliuical Manual
nelia ™ to hospitals and dispensarics.

e

'HEMICO-LEGA

Skorox 1.—Containing rules for the

Necrion 2.—Containing rules for the
complete by itself, the't

The following instructions are issued for the
Assistant Superintendents of Police, with regard
Kxaminer for examination, in cases of suspecveigygggr

the Chemical Examiner may be required.

o Tn future substances will not be forwarded by,
escept upon receipt of an order fo that 1(?1{6(:(3 from &
Superintendent of Police. It will therefove be necessary;
stances to the Chemical Examiner for analysis should b
should invariubly be granted, it the Medical

Superintendents of Police ~hould issue an or

to

Officer consig

pisterial and Police Cfficers.
edical Officers. Neither section is
ing complementary to one another.

5§ Magistrates, Superintendents and
ission of substances to the Chemieal
or other cases in which the aid of

bal Officers to the Chemical Examiner
fistrate, Superintendent or Assistant
t orders for the transmission of sub-
ficd with promptitude. And an order
er it advisable to obtain the opinion of

ination. il they consider it desirable to

the (hemical Bxaminer; whilst on the otber hand ?rm(.s, Superintendents and Assistant

consult the Chemieal Examiner, although th
proceeding.

5. Magistrates, Nuperintendents ad
Medical Officers to forward articles for analy
af the same {ime, sbdress the futter oflicer
Medical Officer, and shoubd farnisic the Che
of the case.

4. The principal points on which Ma
dents of Police, in cases of suspected poisc
Examiner are as follows :—

(«) What interval was there betwour
of symptoms of poisoning.

(b) What interval wis there Heiw
oceurred).

(¢) 'What were the first symptons.

(d) Were any of the following ~viyy

v (r) Vomiting and purging.
(h) Deep sleep.
() Tingling of the skiun and t
(«) Convulsions or twitchingx
(¢) Delirium and clutching at
() Were any other sympton
() Did any other persons j

, also suffer from similw

5. Any other information available,

poison administered, should at the same tim

6. Certifioates of chemical analysis ar
oflicers are not in a position to conduct a
purposes, But any L[edieal Ofticer who m
able to recognise recent blood stains, and to

7. In every case of suspected humar
stances fequiring agalysis should be pack
nearest Mediedl Officer. If special eirer
articles directly to the Chemical Examiner,
must be carefully attended to.

1 OF the Medical Officer be adverse to such a

Superintendents of Police, on instrueling
hemieal Examiner to Government, should,
e number aud date of thelr order to the
uniner with a el simary of the history

supetintendents and Assistant Superinten-
d furnizh information to the (hemical

gn g.or drinking and the first appearance
AR ¢

ggeating or drinking and death (if this

-

g‘l ?ﬁ 1 so, state whjeh :(—

guspected food or drink, and did they
v 8Y Etoms of puisoning ”
prdl serviceable as a guide to the class of

ishods
6; geepted from Medical Officers, as these
w @ly should be carvied ot for judicial
ovided with a suitable microscope should be
:xagginations of suspected seminal stains,
goning, it is desirable that all the sub-
ded to the Chemical Lixaminer by the
Bd render it desivable to forward any
iven in Section 2, paragraphs 4—12
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8 NSusereren Bloon Sran
stains may, if desirable (ride pasre
fellowing rulus heing strictly atte

(1) When clothes are sent
by means of peneil
of furniture, &ec., a
cut out; and whe
should be carefully
surface may he pres

(2 All articles requiring «
hear the signature ¢
of advice addressed
sealed by the despa
opened without dest
and a private seal,
adviee should bhe s
should contain—

() An impression of {h
) A list of the articles
forwarded.

(¢) Information as to w

examination.

9. MisceLLaxeors Exawviy;
liquors, &e., to the Chemical Exur
lause 2, and in Section 2, pary
vareful to include in their letter of
and objeet of the examination requ
Chemical Exawiner in nakiug the

T Axviass o Wargpre—r

SEction 3,—Ixsireel

Medical Officers in charge of 1
of unmethylated spirit and suitabje
other matters to the Chemical Kxag
ing. it is exceedingly important tha
position should be placed in spirit a
doubt may be raised in Court as to
to the possibility of their having b

2. Post-mortrn examinations
whenever desired by Magistetial or
similar excuses will not exempt M
unpleasant, though most importan
decomposition does not prevent the
viscera may be forwarded for exam
any altempt at dissection useless.

4. On making w post-meortem ¢
stomach should be tied at both ends
that the contents of the intestines m
that its contents may be retainged ; a
perfectly clean bottle and the muco
noted, and any suspicious particles
forceps and placed i a separate s
‘he mouth pharynx and vesophagu
f corrosion thereon carefully noted.

+ Lo all cases of death from
varded for analysis, each in u separe
wderstood that othey matters <houl
pecial eiveumstances of any case¢ ren

vr) Stomach, ‘
#) Contents of the stomach \
with the stomach.
7 Buspicious particles (if any
the stomach.
(4, A portion of the liver, not
. less than 16 oz., and on

1g examination for the presence of hlood
led direet to the Chiemieal Examiner, the

dered to he suspicious <hould Do indicated
ns on walls, Hoors, the cvound, or articles
. Tt the tained srewis to b carefully
tHegas e the ceo o7 amth or G, it
cowooland pached o box, oo that the

e caretully labelled. and cacl tahel shonlil
eer and the numbey and date of the lette
caminer. Al pave s should B enrefrdly
fed e sich aomanior that they cannot be
e seal used shonld e the <onie throughout .
hich is ke Pt safe custody, A Tetter ol

to the Chobeal Exannner, This letigr

» the packets aud deseription thereol
' - 1
tement ax to how the articles have been

apons, elothes, &cLare to he returned sdter

on torwarding coins, docunuents, .\illli'(.‘?:.

the Dnstreetions laid down in paragraph S,

they may be applicable, and should be

cal Bxaominer information as tothe nature

s any other tndormation likely o assist the
tion,

veraph 19,

ibaxcE oF MEbresn, O -,

spensiaries ave reguired to m:xini:{xin_ i supply
sadiness for the transmission of viseer anel
onmay avise. Lieases of suxpected poison-
er suspected matters lahle to rapid d(“f‘]"“.
able.  Angd cvery eare should be f.uk(‘n b
articles lik to require vx:nnin'utmn, O it
gmtaminadt ™ or improperly interfered Wl”l--
‘1?\' thoronghly as eireumstances will ]wrnni‘
Attendanee wpon midwifery eases or ”“‘{"
om the performance of 1]n-_ i troqn(mt_)i'
g a posfemortens examinadion, Al]\'jl‘l,‘-‘("r
llic porsons in the body. . Henee remains of
e condition of the body is such as to render

ever there is any suspicion of polsonings the
re heing applied at the pylore oxtremity. ""t
nd vemoved from the hody in sucl! a Ill'-'lllll(ll
wonld b opened, the confents received into
stomach carefully examined, ifs appearance
thereto shondd he picked oft with a pair of
nsinission. And the mueous membrane ol
nined, and any nnvsial appearance or marks

dng, the following articles should he for-
o otherwise indieated, Tt will, hewever, In

i, in the opindon of the Medical Oflieer, ey

eding advisable (— '

U ke couvenient, be put in the same bottie
1) removed from the mucous membrane of

i weight, or the whole liver if it weigh

-

) !

¢ ‘ /)
' I
M m A M ¥ » v : .(' P’ :-
(+} The vomited matter if any.  The earlier and the later vomits should, when ueti
- able, be sent up in ditferent hottles.  And the labels should state at what period
“{he matters were emitted. ‘\.]u:('ml' dire tlonsq are given n paragraph 6 for the
* disposal of vomited matters mixed with earth, & e. -
('} A speeimen of the spirit used.  Four ounces 18 sufficient.

) o Jrers bo s, the Folloaing matters shonld wls |
IWhen o is sospeviod Lhal cogeluble iz Jrers v vsed the tollowing mollers s/, < e
Jorrarded —
y The contenis ol the small infestines. . N . |
(7; 1{11113]ti>:it1'i‘ ‘whi('h may have heen separately collected after the commencement of
! i ¥ : P :
( symptoms, or found in the bladder after death. .

S s v anrit should in all eases be added, as laid down in thhe rules
e angg\:::::lf:{“gtlitlit} i':)ll,-n:ltuabll;sis, detatled in paragraph _1], to the contents of bottlgs
for the sra]n;u.n;(-i also 10 the contents of bottles B and £, unless it be suspected that aleoholic
A, D, .(I:, 1 ::{wux‘x the cause of death. No spirit need be_ addg&d to the contents of bottle .
8(;15(;)11]13;[1“1Ji)0 {;ﬂ;cn that no vessel containing fluid matters is quite filled.

6. Vomifed and purged matters ave frequently I‘CC-C}V?ld-bt)l;Mxodl(ialtg{ﬁ::;:t:;ixag “{;ll&]&
arth, &e. 1f the admixture of carth be sutlicient to render the evacua natter y any
moffcnsiv ‘v may be packed without spirit in any convenient manner, otherwise they must be
inoffensive, they ]'ndyVL 1"t wl and purged matters, if they have, as frequently happens, been
packed “vlmf,sllimt'l ﬂu.m:vl';obuu:‘l shloulﬁ be carefully .’wrzfped up, not taki_ng more earth than is
. 'El K wlicial scrapings <hould he packed separately. It is rarely necessary to
remove il o {*‘:th‘wrlﬂ:llte; than L inch, even in cases of suspected metallic poisoning,
rnloss ttllllg ::;Llllt%c E?t ua( \C'Lry l?»obse character.  Except when a metallic poison 1s suspected, it is

1\%:\,1:;;:11'01)' necessary to forward purged matters.

-

7 If articles of food, medicine, &c., suspected to have been th'e vehicle by ?.‘yltlifh pois{on }}u_z
heen a.dmiuistcrn,ul require examination, they should uucl_l be packed upv's_epam f«‘ y taﬂn(' S.Ilnr.l
var: added, as in the case of viseera, to such as are l_mble to de('onlposxthn. ; u‘.u s, such as
111\‘11‘!«Lb1y'«l‘ { l, astard-apple, if suspested to contain poison, should be carefully 1.nspeuted, and
e 1)15111&;1111' dl‘“‘ ‘L(i'llt“h“mt S(‘)Illll() f:’)l‘(’i”“.l apnhstanee has been inserted, this should_ bc; pcked out and
1f11111, Ti;?u‘f:r'(:‘xl;;l‘)x(;;linnt(i'»n. [f no sTL.\}»icinn\t substance ean be discovered, the fruit should be for-
Se1L AL ;

\MU]:.L Adter having nuule a 1”";\'/—;//0/:/1“/// cxumiu_ati«j)n m a -«tz}sc of Ltllb%;ultlzdhll\)ﬁ)ll;(»;101111%},(11:1;((1
having preseeved inospivit all articles liable to rapid ':u(_\mp.o‘m 1’<'m,. \Y ich ¢ ] \’i)_ fo require
oG N icer should renort the resalt of his examination to the olice, a
uxan.mml“mn, the 'M'?dl("d (‘)\t[h <:}‘£1'-11(\ or fLrum a Sup.rintendent or Assistant Superintendent .oi'
1‘?tti:1!’f} (])iu?1111(‘,)tr(ll:(:l;'()tl?*)n;\)'::\:ami:f1lhllc‘ \'i;ccrn of the deceaxed and sut:h other articles as may 1'e(il\ur]<>
ixgtui;'(:i\‘) t<l> the (1/11(3111;0:11 Examiner to Government ]for (ifmmm;tl(_m_. f(lln(1 (T}Z: \7\\'}'1‘(3-;:“[1{00 g;tto 11
has oecurre > whore it is suspected that poisbn has been admimstered, the Me feal Officer
k::’ll(i‘(rull)lllob\?;\]:?lt I spinit all :u’tlit-,lvs liable to rapid d)e(w')nll)f)sulmn, \-\;}(.ufhtu:‘)(i lllll:(ifdz(; lt;\:)l::l ;
Uxitlllﬁmtiml,qSll()llmt Sil{lih{rly IXI )O'rtt tl)li f:l:;ctr(i)ngﬁd}lﬁ,h;g’ lll’l(ﬁic: nf(ii\ﬁfd thek vomited matter
Magistrate, Superintendent or Assistant B rerint rien ”'dfevted e T or
or contents of the slomach removed by ghe stom{ﬂ;h' pump of the ¢ . , oF vthe
matters requiring zzln:Xysisl,c tot tlsle Cl_le}(nlcz&l %‘ixo 1{1}2{&? ;;(()\ i;g:ﬁig(tl t.ol l;r?rtg}tl fﬁfqgﬁgtﬁo;
3 intendents and Assistant Superintenden > are O hon
:?::I:li/rsis, should the Medical Officer consider such an ex‘zumn_afllni}j \Itlmfx(;:;zz:r)\,\’lltll:::nctlll otpiﬂi(;u

consider it advisable, order viscera, &c., to be sent td the (Jlxcm}.c'a‘ b s
of the Medical Officer such a proveeding may be quit2 unnecessary. el il o 1
9. When on receipt of the necessary order a Mpdm:xl ()ﬂx{:.cr h:nﬁ:;t.tlt]l;' 6]1(\mi«:11
(‘hemical Examiner for examination, he S]l()}l‘ld. address at tllul' %anie_ u_xi, a lotte ;
Examiner advising him of their despatch. This lettg should contain AT
(«) An impression of the seal used in closing the h‘)tﬂei,,a/lt],‘l ]’L ductlli{)tlt)lli“tI:isrcﬁLw -
(/) Alist of the articles forwarded and a stitcment as to how articles s
) Thcﬂ:n\,yn‘::‘doe? the officer from whom the orc r has heen received to forward the articles,
and the nunber and date of ‘sueh ordes vl
(/) A detailed account of the post-morfem app - Tanees (\bsojx‘\ ole vl sl o ot
(v If ho has seen the ease during life, an ace 1t of the symptoms olserved aud o st
- nment of the treatment, if any, adopted .
100 Al bottles . packets should he carefull  caled By the ]‘\I(wlwz}ll‘]()H?uc;', and closed
in such aomanner that they caunot be opened witho “stl‘“}"l”g'lu_“-; ﬁ?{ll:l Lhe .N‘llq I‘IS(W]? sh(fu]d v
he the same throughout, and @ private seal, or an o al scal, which ig o ways msafe Keeping.s

Each bottle or packet should be labelled and each 1e should bear the number and 4]:11(_- f)_f Hw‘
h-;tm- of wlviee to the Chemical Examiner relative the case, as well as a short, deseription of
the contents, and should be signed by the Medical ( 7.
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11. RuLkS ¥OE THE TRANSMISSION oF SusstANCES ¥or ANALysis.—Suspected substancos

" may be forwarded by post, carriage bearing, by passenger train, or steamer, or n charge of &

Constable. The latfer method is reommended in all cases in which wealthy ot influential

s ies are implicated. Officers forwagding viscers, &o., by post, by rail, or steamer, or by

» Constable to "tlfe Chemical Examiner, %ill be held personally responsible that the following

instructions are carefully followed. . =~ . = :

e Transmission by Post.—When viscers, &o., are forwarded through the postthe following
*_ules are to be observed :— S :

" (1) The suspected visous or othier portion of the body or other substance liable to decom-

" position fquiring to be sent for examination should be enclosed in a glass bottle

- or well-glazed earthenware jar provided with a well-fitting stopper or sound cork.
" (2) If lishle to decomposition, it should be immersed in unmethylated spirits 6f wine,
7. which should be used in the proportion of,one-third of the bulk of the material, and
_ " care should be taken that no vessel containing liquid matters is quite filled.
, o N.B—The use of spirits of wine in packing viscera should be invariable, whether the season
-~ :18 hot or cold, and care should be taken that common bazaer spirit is not used. S
© w2 (8) The stopper or cork should be carefully tied down with bladder, and large corks should
" .be-coated over externally with wax, glue or tar. To ascertain that it has been
 securely olosed, the bottle or jar should be placed for five minutes with its mouth

"' .(4) "The glass bottle or jar should then be placed in & strong wooden or extra strong tin
*. " ‘Yox, which should be lsrge enough to allow of & layer of raw. cotton, at least one
© .. inoh thick, being put-between the bottle or jar and the box. .
. " {5} The box iteelf should be-encased in common gareh cloth, whioh should be gealed in
%7, aevordanoe with the usual rules of the Post Office as to parcels. -
"(6) ‘When articles are forwarded by post to the Chemical Examiner to Government, each
- package shenld be frenked externally with the name and address of the officer
7 mar&ngthe rticlos, and & deolaration O{e oon?:ints to the officials of the Postal
U Izlefmmm nt is unnecessary, and should not be made. '
" (7). At ol stations wherg there is s District Civil Surgeon, the parcels should, when
7" practioable, be eemt to the-Tost; Offico by that officer, and mot by o subordinate
" offeer, but whero there-i#:uc Civil Surgeon substances may bo packed and forwasded
* direct to the Chemical “Exafitinbr by the subordineto’ officer in charge of the
‘Hospital or Dispensary, " "7 =~ 7 ‘

5 d,&cmfoﬁ&rded by rail or 9team@,"it
 with this &éx‘éept‘ionwthe Tules for forwarding articles
ding urticles by passenger train or steamer. -
s.are forwarded in charge of a Constable, 1t
‘s strong box, in order to” protect them from
ple. that gloss bottles conteining viscers, &e.,
‘be offensive to other passdngers. b

bo' dhsctved as in the” transmission of viscers,

T ottt the : ‘ ‘ Officars v m man mf«» otedjto deal

. with these cases themselvee—vide Section 1, garagre Iih%r:nd 8 ;y E m’e |

“ 177 1% Susexeren Sn:kﬂ‘ﬁﬁiﬁilﬁ'wvﬁ'wOn'11 saragraph 8- “As the olothes reduirilig

" xaminafion in these-conss are ususlly exceaingly dirty, b ia adtisablorwhen_practioublo to out
' out any suspicions staine end forward themt Gty for examination instead -of the whole garment.

- In cutiing out stains about half an itich of#he surrourrding cloth should be removed slso. For

~ information regarding packing and &?ﬂﬁ of lottei of advice, see instructions under head of

h 8,

~ Blood Stains—cide Section 1, paragrap
14. Carrie Cases:—

Sume "i)xeoa.utions should be F n to.eu'sux"e that viscers, &eo., ure not sent for

examination in cases where' iath obviously ocourred from cauees other than poison.

gareful search should be 1 ,de for any indications of the nee of a sui; when
“thin'miods of-poleoning is & ected, and if anything resembli g & sui be found, it
_-#hould be Torwarded Tor ex  ination. A chemical examination of the viscers it

" -7 uséldés in pases of sui pofsc g, as in such cases poison cannot be detected in the

alimentary ‘sl uld be opened and its oontents inspected for suspi-
. oy i _ spected for suspt
s o qnyams;?;i,:ma-looking substance bo detected in the
packed 1n & separate veesel, and spirit should not be

A\l
(VA

3) Aboul, two pounds of the contents of the sto mach, with about a .
@ of the intestines, should be placed in & clean glass or Well-glggz(lll %:X'ft}tg;: :'(:; tell~l s
- vessels, and strong uumethylated spirit added in the proportion of not lesssfl o

one-fourth of the apparent bulk of the material, when the contents are nearl (11{'“l
but if much liquid be present spirit should. be added in the proportion of one-th}irrdlyi‘
the bulk of the material. Also gtbout apound of the liver and a similar weight Of
the stomach should be placed in a sepurate elean glass or well-glazed engrﬂ ¥
\iessi.;l,]zlt{tldf1;!}:meth{la_te]d lerit sholuldfl')e added in the proportion of One-thirdlbol}
the bulk of the matenal. sample of the spirit used 1 Joinor
gent. Four vunces are sufficient. P P d 1n packing should also be

) é)ried ca&tle ?tllmg may be sen% without _ad;iition of spirit.

5) Suspeeted cattle poisons rarely require the addition of spirit o .

.( ) al?nd spirit should not be used unless necessary. P . for their p reservation,

(6) The instructions given as to the packing and transmission to the Chemical Exam-
iner of. substances requiring chemical e:xamination in cases of suspected hl‘lman
poisoning are applicable to these cases and should be carefully attended to, and the
same precautions must be adopted as to tealing and labelling the different ’Vessels——
ride paragraphs 9, 10 and 11.

7) 'When under instructions received from a Magistrate or Superinten .

@ Superintendent of Police a Medical Ofﬁgcler forwards Partieles dtec:1 ttl;): éﬁiﬁﬁ
Examiner for examination, he should at the same time address and.forward sepa -
1-atetly_ a letter to the Chemical Examiner advising their despatch. This letter should
contain— :

(¢) An impression of the seal used in closing: the vessels, and a description the

(b) A list of the articles forwarded and information as to how the grticles hla;.?(f 'been

T maoro of tho offcer from whom th

e o name of the officer from whom the order has been receive . .

) and the number and date of such ordeyr, d to forward the articles

(d) Information as to the number and kind of animals affected and number of deaths

(¢) Apy information obtainable as to post-mortem appearances, nature and duration of
symptoms and which may be likely tc indicate the probable nature of the poison.

15. ANaLvsis oF Water.—Before forwarding s sample of water to the Chemical Examiner
for analysis, it i8 necessary to write to the Chemical Examiner and ascertain when it will be
convenient to receive the sample or samples which may require to be examined, it being desir-
able that samples should be examined shortly after th~y are received at the laboratory.

(2) The duty of collecting the samples sho ld always be undertaken by a responsible
person. The employment of peons or s¢ rvants for this purpose is strictly prohibited.
The bottles used should be thoroughly cleansed, and then well washed out twice
with water from the same source it 1s intended to fill them from just before finally.
filling them.

(3) Glass-stoppered bottles are best, but if those are not procurable, new corks are to be
used with the ordinary quart wine bottle, of light-colored glass. In filling the
bottles a little space should be left betvreen the cork and the water.

{4) Not less than one gallon of each sample of water is to be forwarded.

(5) Each bottle to be labelled with the name of the well and date of collection.

(6) On forwarding water for analysis the Medical Officer should, at the same time,
forward separately a letter to the Chemical Examiner. This letter should contain—

(¢) An impression and description of the seal used in closing the bottles. ‘
(b) Information as to the number of samples sent, and a statement as to how the
samples have been forwarded.
() An explanation as to the reason for which the examination is required, and infor-
' mation as to by whom it is desired.
(d) A statement as to the source from which each sample was collected, and by whom and
when each sample, was collected.

Mavias, * (Signed)  T. K. ROGERS, .5, kR0,
11tk January 1883. Chemical Ezaminer to Government,
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CIRCULAR No. 2.

MEMORANDUM.

IN continuation of this Office Circular No. 24, dated 13th J uly 1883, the
following rules for conducting post-mortem examinations and for examining wounded
persons, extracted from the Bombay Medical Code and published in pages 121 to 125
of the quarterly sheets for the 2nd quarter of the year 1875, are reprinted for distribu-

“tion to the Medical Subordinate in charge of each dispensary in his district.

(By Order.)

A. J. STURMER, Surgeon,
Secretary, Surgeon-General
with the Government of Madras.

Office of Surgeon-General
with the Government of Madras,
Madras, 24th January 1884.

Rules for Conducting Postemortem Eraminations and for examining Wounded Persons.

I. The Medical Officer shall, immediately on receiving from any person, for examination,
- 8 corpse or any other substance, inquire and note down the name and residence of such person,
and, if he be a Police Officer, his number and rank, and shall, without delay, grant to such
person a receipt for the corpse or other substance delivered by him. The receipt so granted
shall contain a list of the articles or substances received by the Medical Officer, and the name of
the person from whom they were received, and to whom the receipt is given. It shall be the duty
of the Medical Officer to examine all bodies sent to him as soon as practicable after arrival.

II. In cases where the body is sent to him, the Medical Officer should note the time of its
arrival ; the date and hour of the post-mortem examination ; the sex and height and apparent age
of the decensed ; the stato of the body, whether well-nourished or otherwise; the existence or
absence of any caste or other marks, not of recent origin, such as cicatrices, deformities, and the
like ; and whether the marks upon it correspond with those in the Police or other report.

ITI. In cases where he has been taken to the place where the body lies, besides the above, he
should note the place and nature of the soil (if out in the open country) where he found the
body, also its position and the state of the clothes, if any. Heshould also note, in cases of death
from violence, the position of the body in reference to surrounding objects, such as sharp stones
and the like, contact with which, it may be alleged, has produced the injury ; also whether any
blood-stains are visible on such objects or anywhere near the corpse, and whether any weapons
are lying near it. In cases of suspected death from poisoning, he should note whether any appear-
ance, as if of vomited matters, &o., is present in the neighbourhood of the body.

IV. In every case he should describe the condition in which he found the body, noting the
degree of coldness, warmth, rigidity and putrefaction, and the amount and nature of the clothing
or covering on it.
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V. Commencing at the skull and terminating at the feet, ho should examine the bones to
determine whether any of them
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are fractured or dislocated, and inspect the vertebral co A _ éw : &A L
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throughout ; also the teeth, hair, orifices of the body and general surface, and also noté th". Sta: ,/éw ’ &t . C/& e (,a/g

of the pupils, whether contracted or otherwise, and whether any substances are grasped in Lpetata frerie 2y , ya
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aud breadth. He should note the depth and direction of all wounds, whether there are any cu
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foreign bodies, Preserving such as are found, He should also state whether, in his opinion, t tz / | ; w } ,Z; W
wound was mortal, giving his reasons for such opinion, and he should be specially oal‘eful' \%&Vc O |
examine the neck for marks of compression. %Lé , et ‘ - . M -
VIL. He should also state his opinion as to whether the wounds, if any, could have be;_n ; M %[ M W
self-inflicted, or whether they might have been the result of aocident, g1ving reasons for his W e ‘ | (‘) 4/';(’
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VIII. Heshould carefully examine any gun, sword, blood-stained instrument, stick, or ston:; _ L é v 52 ,,74[ 7 A
*by which the wounds may have been inflioted, and mark such instrument so as to be able _ Mee
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b + Yeoognise it if asked to do so. He should also compare the weapon with the wound all:geli v
' by it, and state whether, in his opinion, it was possible for the wound to
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VI If there be any wound or contusion.on the body, he should describe its position, length,

have been caused
been produced by it.
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IX. He should commence his dissection of the body by removing the top of the skull in the

/ _ z ¢ ¢ ¢f / L H

% A Eeerw et - A/

. / 7 e .
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X. He should then make an inoision from the chin down to the pubes, so M.to be ablet 1:: / . ‘4:“ (: s Cirrezze 6 |

o onine the wind-ipo, heart, lungs, liver, stomach, sploan, kidney. aod intestines, ols nd it 100 Moo whevw - eiled

urinary bladder, and note whether any of thege organs appear diseased, and whether any wou - e {,/{ Hrreezetr y '
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communicate with an externa] wound, if he had reason to think that the body may be re-examin .

by another medical map,

e ind
he should examine the ovaries and uterus, bearing in mn

. . ich
Y the introduction into the uterus of pointed instruments whio

. / ” » 7z 32 P &
s it il riomic 21
. . e ze AL ' (R Tt
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XL Inthe case of infants, he shouid note the condition of the umbilicus and cord, if any '
of the latter remain, He shoulq
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XIV. Inoases of suspected Poisoning, he should not noglect to examine every organ of tl:: aZ , ’é/ft,\! / #e ﬂ-fjﬁ ‘ - ' ‘.
body, and should pay special attengios tothe rules laid down in seotion 3, with reference ° | o S v ndls fobdea 5
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XV. He should bear in mind that death may possibly have boen the resnlt of starvation, -
exposure to cold or heat, smot},
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Aering, drowning, lightnin , strangulation, poisoning, or disease, . ’
and state whether death wag & : 4

due to any of thege causes, giving his reasons.
XVI. Heshould keep all his
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From W. F. pEFABECK, Esq., m.p., Surgeon-General, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, dated Madras, 15th February 1892, No. 150.

.Wlth reference to paragraph 4 of G.O., dated the 8th October 1891, No. 2068,
Judicial, I have the honour to forward herewith for approval forms of post-mortem and
wound certificates with instructions and a draft departmental circular on the subject.
I also enclose this office circulars No. 24 of 1883 and No. 2 of 1884, to which re-
ference is made in the draft circular.

+ 2. It will be noted that in the instructions accompanying the post-mortem certi-
ficate form, Thave entered “ Committin g Magistrate "’ instead of the ¢ nearest Magistrate »’
a8 proposed by the Inspector-General of Police in his letter printed in G.O., No.
928, J udicial, of 19th April 1888. The latter term causes confusion, as it is not clear
Whet}ler the District Magistrate, his Deputy, the Taluk Magistrate or the Town

agistrate is meant.

3. Post-mortem and wound examinations are so important a part of a medical
?‘fﬁcgr’.s dutics that I recommend that each hospital and dispensary have a copy of the
‘ Ch.mcal Manual for India.” This book, in addition to being a useful guide for
hOSp}tal practice, contains a very complete section on post-moriem examinations and
Medx'cal legal necropsies. The first edition was brought to notice by Surgeon-General
‘l()jormsh I 1880—vide Proceedings, Board of Revenue, No. 1803, dated 26th Novem-

er 1880, It has recently been revised and a third edition brought out. ,

O R —_— e /(‘ rd Lo 7 . U/LH/""\Q
RDER—dated < ¢ March 1892, No.« ., Public. 2k
The drafts and forms submitted by the Surgeon-General have had to be entirely

recast. They are approved as printed in the appendix to this order.

th 2. The term “ Committing Magistrate ”” should not be used, for it implies that
°Te 18 a charge and an accused, whilst in many cases there is neither. The original
post-mortem certificate should be placed in a cover, which should be sealed and handed
over to the Police, who will be responsible for its correct delivery.

?’- The Surgeon-General will submit a copy of the ¢ Clinical Manual for India,”
report the expenditure involved by the proposal in paragraph 3 of his letter.

. {True Extract.)

and

/ yoo s 34 Chief Seeretary.
To the § e i Sl M»A )
9 kurggon_(}oneml. / /o ///// n. lvv
»  Judicia] Department. / .7 Ve s
»  Local and Municipal Department. ¢*
p
[ Appendix.
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APPENDIX.

No.
Circular.

.The Government having recently noticed the imperfect nature of the certificate given by a
Medleal officer of the result of a post-mortem examination, the Surgeon-General desires to
tmpress upon all Medical officers and subordinates employed in the Civil Department the grave
responsibility which devolves on them in making post-mortem examinations and recording the
result of them at the time and also when examining wounded persons. Care and accuracy in
Perfoé'ming these duties can alone ensure a correct professional opinion being formed and
recorded.

I

2. In addition to granting post-mortem certificates, Medical officers should furnish orally to
the police all possible information that they consider calculated to assist the elucidation of the
case.

Forms of post-miortem and wound certificates are attached to this cireular for guidance.
They should be of foolseap size with counterfoils and should be bound in books of 100 forms

each, numbered consecutively. The counterfoil which should be an exact copy of the original
certificate should remain as a permanent record. A book of each kind of form should be main-

tained in every hospital.

. ,. V.B.—These forms should not be used for certificates granted at the request of private
Individuals.

3. In addition to these books the usual posft-mortem registers should also be maintained, in

¢ which all details of examination (copied from the rough notes) should be entered immedialely

after the post-mortem examination has been made. Each case chould be signed by the Medical
officer who grants the certificate. The wound register, in which the whole case of wounded
persons should be entered, should also be carefully kept up. Under no circumstances should any
one but the Medical officer or subordinate in charge have access to these records.

4. Particular attention is directed to this office circulars No. 24 of 13th July 1883 and
No. 2 of 24th J anuary 1884.



with his letter

Constable No.

years ; received on

aged
and in charge of

M., from the

ORIGINAL.

PosT-MoRTEM CERTIFICATE.

at

of

Regarding the body of a
, dated

TR

n

of
and

, dated

OFFICE COPY.
Post-morTEM CERTIFICATE.

M., from the

years ; received on

Regarding the body of a
with his letter No.

" No.
aged

at

The body when first seen by the undersigned was

IBIBOOBR0NS

Constable No.

charge of

M., on

Name
Rank

Station

ppearances found :—
Opinion as to cause of death.
Date

Post-mortem commenced at

S

M., on

Name
Rank

Station

The body when first seen by the undersigned was
Date

Post-mortem commenced at
Identification and easte marks :—
Opinion as to cause of death.

Appearances found : —

Instructions for filling in Post-mortem Certificates.

.After the words “body of a,” the sex should be entered.
2. The approximate age to be entered should be judged from appearances.

i i ial position of the person
3. The date and time of receipt of the body and the name and official p
ordering the post-mortem should b(f entered together with the number and date of the document

sent by him.

4. The number, rank and name of the constable in charge of the body should be entered.

ioned was,” its condition should
5. After the words * the body when first seen by the undersigned was, C
be noted, i.c., whether warm, cold, condition of rigor mortis, or undergoing putrefaction. -
6. The time at which the post-mortem examination was commenced and the date on whio

it was made should be accurately entered. . %, fujurics, and suspicions
7. After “ appearances found ”- all particulars regarding wounds, s,
signs, exter(:‘al :rp Fntel;ig.l,' should be concisely and sufficiently described, the site and extent of

any wounds being carefully entered. ) )
8. Identiﬁca.gtion and caste marks should be entered in the office copy of the certificate.

9. The original certificate should be placed in a cover which should be sealed and handed

- - d

i il know to what Magistrate to take it. -

over to the Pohe:-;v h(t) v:;;muld not be filled in until the post-mortem notes have been er}}t)(_alr_ezd n;

full o '1121}3 2(1312 ‘1):; (:nortem register. This should be done at once to obviate the possibility o
in ink i - ] ]

alllly delay in the delivery of the certificate to the Police.

11. Tt is to be distinctly understood that the original certificate is, in all cases, to be handed
over to the i;;olice on the day on which the post-mortem is held.

s

v

-

[Office copy.
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-
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-
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years ;
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, for report
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and the examination

, aged

Name
Rank

s

M. on the

OFFICE COPY.
‘Wounp CERTIFICATE.

herself
M. on the

himself
The injured person was first seen by the undersigned

Wounds or injuries found on the persen of a

Identification and caste marks.

I am of opinion that

Station

and accompanied by
Date

calling

an inhabitant of
sert with

from

caused on

No.

when the following injuries were found :—

. as to certain
was commenced at

7

Instructions for filling in Wound Cer!lificates.

1. After the words “of a,” the sex of the person should be given.

2. After the words “sent with’’ should be entered particulars of any document received
frcm a Magistrate or the Police.

3. When the injured person is accompanied by a constable, the name, number and rank of
the latter should be noted. If no communication in writing is received with the injured person,
the fact should be noted as follows : *“ who was sent without a written communication by . ...”

4, The exact time at which the injured person was first seen by the certif_ying officer and
also the exact time at which the examination was commenced should be carefully noted and
entered in the certificate. . .

5. Particulars of all injuries found should be concisely put sufficiently described in the
plainest language. .

" 6. After the words “ I am of opinion that,” enter whether the injuries are or are npt of a
serious nature, aud, if the former, whether a fatal result or any permanent injury is likely to
follow.

7. Identification and caste marks should be entered in the office copy of the certif cate.

8. The original certificate should be forwarded at once to the Magistrate or the Police
officer who sent the injured person for examination. :

9. As the certificate has to be filled in and despatched immediately aft.er‘ the examination, a
very carefully considered progmnosis should be made, especially as regards injuries to the head or
spine.

10. Further details should be entered in the Hospital Wound Register.
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