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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

LeTTER—{rom

Tae -CHIEF SECRETARY To g GOVERNMENT or

. : ' FORT ST. GEORGE, "
To
Tae SECRETARY 1o tHE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
' REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.
SIR, ’ .

- In reply to your letter, No. 1936-37—53, dated 16th September 1§91, and in
continuation of my communication of the 9th ultimo, No. 856, I am directed to forward,
for the information of the Government of India, copy of a report from the Consular
Agent at Pondicherry containing the result of inquiries he has made from emigrants
who have recently been repatriated from Martinique.

2. They corroborate what has been said by the Consul at Martinique as to the
difficulties placed in the way of emigrants wishing to return to India. No complaints
were, however, made of their treatment when once on boardship, but in regard to

thig, I am to invite attention to my letter quoted in paragraph 1 of this communi-
cation. .

. 3. Copies of depositions of returned emigrants taken down by the Consul at
Pondicherry accompany this letter.

1 have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Fort St. GEORGE, : .
8rd November 1891. " Chief Secretary.

[Anpexure.
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ANNEXURE. .

———

From Lieutenant-General H. MGLEOD, R.A., British Consular Agent, i’ondicherry |

and Karikal, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Madras. dated 1-
cherry, 14th October 1891, No. 463.. ? as, date Pondi

With reference to your memorandum, No. File 53—Serial 11, dated 10th October
1891, and enclosures herewith returned, I have the honour to report that, on the arrival
of repatriated emigrants by the S,S.‘Z.Vz'emen on the 11th instant, I ,made personal
inquiries among them, and the result, in 1y opinion, is that every obstacle that inge-
nuity can devise is placed in the way of emigrants seeking to return. There were none
that I spoke to—and I spoke to nearly all the older persons—who did not say that they
had been eager to leave for some years, varying from 11 to 5, and that they were always
put off and referred from one office to another and continual delays made on all sorts of
pretences, though they were kept at work all the time. I have only had experience of
two batches of repatriated emigrants, but the one I &m now reporting on is a most
miserable lot, there is hardly an able-bodied person amongst them. Sixty-two out of
the 199 are children born in Martinique, and therefore not emigrants at all, and the
remainder 1 can easily imagine any employer being very glad to disembarra’ss himself

of.” They are all very poor, and between them all on} m
francs, equal to Rs. 1,926-4-9, y possessed a sum of 3,660

2. On inquiry from them as to the persons left behin
stated that every ome there, to the amount.of several tho
and they further said that, in view *of the recent calam
were all starving and must soon perish if means are.not taken to remove them. I have
taken the statements of a few Oli them in writing, which 1 forward, and I be'g respect-
fully to express my opinion that the paragraph 9: spect
(‘on}.;ul at I\Eartinique exactly r"PI‘BSen}c)s ﬂ%e epxis 23 of the report of Her Majesty’s

. batch consisting of nothing but aged and useless perso .
the planters-are only too gzljad to get rid of, > persons and children, that doubtless

d, they all with one consent
usands, wanted to get away,

3. No complaints were made of their treatmen

: . t i
have been quite satisfied with that. on boardship. They seem to

Excrosuge.

No. 92, Ayasawmy, son of Chinnia, has been 9 years in Martin; .
s o e o b e i 1 Mariiqus, s boun tring o gt
leave he was told his time was not up and that he must get a pass}i()’rt from the Bureau Indjinne
when they told bim fo get a nobe from hls- employ er. His employer refused to give him a note ami
beat him. He was employed by a Monsieur Caucien (this is as near as T can n? ke out the name)
who has a sugar factory in Fort of France, After try ake ou

X ; - ing for a :
him a note which he took to thg Bureau Indienne. " ‘Ihey tol g’ ;?;afole;zi:i,thlz Iﬁ;nflll(;{e;h%iv:
. ship came, he should be sent. After this he,was sent to work in the sugar ga.rden;- and worked there

for 24 years. He applied every time a ship came, but was refused vnt; jom.
He sgys tha_t tlzen_a are thgusands of Bn‘glsh emigrants who wa,n’:3 t?;etlﬁggytbgdp;i:e:gt (;(ﬁz:;Zdn.
On my P“ttlmg th.ltshq"%tltop to the et ﬁtftlet-ltl)resence of several other emigrants, they all sponta-
neously replied with great impressment that there were thousand

not aliowed. They all say that they have been badly treatefﬁ ® that wanted to return and were

93, Parvati, is wife of the above, makes exactly the same statement. This ] intelligent
female for hes class of life, and seems to have tried hard to get away and 1113';,3 ‘lrlzl;‘yliﬁsbangc'l e
do so. ,

L 3

72, Ponniapully, son of Andiapully, staﬂ;s he went to Martinique 11 years ago under a
5 years' engagement. He was promised by his employer, M. Lalandin, a sugar manufacturer, to
Le sent free if he would serve another year. He did so and for the past 5 years he has been seeking
in vain to return until 3 months ago. He has been working in the factory and sugar-cane fields
and as grass-cutter all the time; he got very feeble and no more use, and then he was allowed
to go.

71, Nagamah, wife of No. 72, corroborates the above ; No. 72 is quite worn out.

ity at Fort de France, they .

ting condition of affajirs—this last"

3
83, Govinden Naik, has been 30 years in Martinique, he went there with a 5 years’ engage-
ment. He received, a pass back after 74 years, but stayed: voluntarily 25 years with M. Papillon
a sugar factor. After his' death he was employed by his successor, but did not like him as he
had M. Papillon, and for the past 5 years he has been trying to get away, and has only now
succeeded as he is no longer fit for work.

85, Paché, wife of the above, has been 19 yearsin Martinique; and married No. 83 there; she
makes a similar statement ; she went with a 5 yeaw’ engagement, and one year after her arrival

.married No. 83. They both have been Wwanting 'o'get away for the past § years; they both

worked in the same factory. .

36, Mohun Sing, son of Balaji Rao, has been' !5 years in Martinique, says he worked with
M. Lijon on a 5 years’ agreement. He stayed voluntarily with M. Lijon for 10 years, bat for
the past 5 years has been trying to get away, but vithout success till now.

.67, Soobadoo, son of Nagappa, has been 10 yoars in Martinique. He went with a 5 years’
dgreement. He remained voluntarily till 13 yesrs £go, has been trying to get away ever sjnce
till now. :

68, Minatohi, daughter of Saminadan, has been B years in Martinique. She went with a
5 years’ éngagement ; she married No. 67 about 3} yexs ago, and wanted to come away with him
for the past 1} years, but they were not allowed till nov. '

~ All the emigrants tell a more or less similar story:
‘ (Taken in my own hanwritix:g.) .
(Bigned) H.McLEOD, Lieut.-Genersl, R.A.,
: e British Consular Agent.

Ponmcaﬁnmr,
12¢h October 1891,

<

Exd. A. Raitt.
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- pUBLIC DEPARTMENT

From the Government of
Fort St. George.

l'u.uad

Reod. Enel.

Letter, 3rd November 1891; No. 925.

g oY

NOVEMBEE. -

Emigration.
Forwarding, with remarks, copy of 8 Tepo!

* from the Consuler Agent at Pondicherry contair
ing the result of inquiries he has made fro
emigrants who have recently been repatriats

§rom Martinique. .
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FrRoOM

SiIr E. C. BUCK, Kr.,, ‘
Secretary to the Government of India,

" Ko fitiny e

Rev. & Agri. Dep:. | ‘ kS
Emigration. ¥ .

SIR,

I AM directed to forward for information copy of a report on the pre-
sent condition of Indian immigration in the

No. 38, dated 18th May 18g1: ..
colony of Martinique.

. /

2. With refere':nc.:e to paragraphs 6 and 22 of the Consul’s report regarding the
delay in the repatriation of time-expired Indians and the introduction of a new
system for their conveyance by steamers of the Compagnie Transatlantique and

- Messageries Maritimes, 1 am to suggest that the Emigration authorities at Ma.

may be instructed to make such enquiries from coolies returning from Martinique

as may te}'ld to elicit evidence on the question at issue, 7., (1) whether any
coolies entitled to repatriation are detajned against their will, (2) whether there

has been material delay in their own repatriation, and (3) whether during the

voyage the arrangements for their health and comfort have been reasonably. suffi-

cient. After the arrival of one or two convoys the Government of India- desire

to receive an expression of opinion from 4. g . Legarding the

working of the new system.

I have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

i,

Monsieur le Gouverneur

10 . . ’

. . . " ’
&tait possible dans la circonstance de faire état au préjudice des immigrants,
“du manque de bras dont le pays a beaucoup 2 souftrir aprés leur avoir enlevé
la prime au réengagement dont leurs contrats semblaient devoir leur assurer la
joussance. '
Quoi qu'il en soit, Monsieur le Gouverneur, jose espérer que les diverses
considérations que je viens d’avoir l’hpnneur de vous permettront de juger des

"motifs sérieux du Gouvernement Indien pour désirer étre renseigné d’une fagon

précise, par votre bienveillante entremise, au sujet du nouveau mode de repatrie~
ment. que I'administration vieut d’adopter pour le renvoi dans I’ Inde des immi-
grants Indiens, sujets Britanniques, encore 2 la Martinique. '

11 voudrait bien connaitre approximativement au moins, le nombre des
Indiens & embarquer sur chaque paguebot, le nombre de convois que I’ se

propose de faire partir chaque année, et enfin les dispositions prises pour assurer -

4 ces passagers les soins que réclame un si long voyage.

L'opportunité de ces renseignements ressort du fait qu'il restait dansla -

colonie, au g1™ Decembre dernier, 8,421 Indiens.

~Je serais heureux de recevoir en méme temps, Monsieur le Gouverneur, la
confirmation de I’assurance que je me propose de donner au Gouvernement de

‘Pinde du mal fondé des bruits qui tendraient 2 faire croire A la campagne que
Padoption du nouvel jtinéraire, aurait surtout en vue de retarder autant que’

possible le repatriement des Indiens valides, tout en fournissant une voie de se

-débarrasser de ceux déja vieux ou paresséux.

Je vous prie d’agréer, Monsieur le Gouverneur, P'assurance, de mes senti-
ments tres-distingués,

W. LAWLESS,
Le Consul de Sa Majesté Britannigue.

de la Martinique, °
Port de France.

G. C, Press, Simla,—No, §55 R, & A, D, 1670}, =150,
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native labourers that can be reckoned upon for.the regular labour required for
the production of sugar, still the chief staple of the cotony, They are much
/ sought for therefore, as more “docile and
willing yhile generally less exacting than . -
the natives. They hold, however, entireg de'endence of action in choosmg tlie
districts they prefer as well as their empMgers. T ST

’ These Immigrants now much éought after.

35- But, when overtaken by age or sickness, matters become altogether
~ altered 4o, the jmmigrant’s  disadvantage.
. The estates profess ta-be unable to support
idle hands, since the rates that rule fot their. products exact strict econemy to
avoid loss. There then remains but the Depst or’ the Communal HosFitals, the
entry to which causes always delay, great trouble and ‘loss of time, tdo frequent]
for no useful purpose. Afterwards a pauper’s existence with the possible resuK
of dying from hunger has to be submitted to. =~ o

36. Yet there can be no ¢oubt thai the withdrawal gf the Indian labourers
- remaining in_ the Island will entail very
L T _ seriows loss in some of the now most pro-
ductive districts of the Island. This is welkknown to the Council General that
favour it on that account ; the majority o t' assembly being hostile. to

Will therefore receive from the executive the the Planters for the reasons adduced In
least possible favour. a former report of-1886. ~Nor is the Gov-
ernment ignorant, either of the ill results‘of such a measure, and, for that reason
and in view to save the cost it would prove, it will, I fear, Sot willingly favour

Prejudicial alteration when aged or unwell.

Their withdrawal véry prejudicial to the colony.

repatriation in any way. _ ¥
— .57 The following is 2 Synopsisof Indian
. S " ifimigration to Mammquert-_ : ,
. Intfodiction during the years 1853f0 1883 i ‘o 35500
Sl 4,862

Births between 1853 and 18g0. . .\, . | wee
o : . .. . Total . .. 30371 -
" Deaths during the same period )," e e, el 33QRL
Repatriations from4858 to date ”\ e e 8020
i <. ) \"ii;’i; _.,ji_“i‘., . LRFR - R ‘ '
S .?i’sxf;k '»;T,Qtal)'ﬁ"' vud - 25,040 .
Rgmaining on the 1st Jarma.ry‘;'18‘9,}j o es ,‘8,431, .
Lo i , - X Al s o . o ; '\T‘;_
- SAINT PIERRE, % LT e BT
15th May 1891, 8 )
T A e

o Coprt
No. 27. ‘ _

.CONSULAT D’ANGLETERRE & La MARTINIQUE,
£ e

J'ai bien recu la lettre No. 344 endate du g™ courant, gue vous m’avez fait
’honneur Qe m’écru-e! Rour me remettre la situation numérique des immigrants
Indiens qui se trouvaient encore dans la colonie, au 31™ Decembre dernier.

Y.,

. De ce document il ressort que .ceavtmvaillems;u:iuiesafie;nt au- nombre de
8,813, 3 pareille date en 1889, comptaient encoré au ter Janvier de cette année,

v



BriTiSH CONSULATE, MARTINIQUE,
Saint Pierre, 18th May 1891.

Revenug.
No. 38. .
The Right Honourable The Marquess of Lansdowne, Viceroy and Governor-General
of India.
My LORD,

I HAVE the honour to forward, herewith, for the information of Your Lord-
ship in Council, 2 report upon the present condition of Indian immigration in this
Colony. ' ‘

2. Tt leaves much to be desired, T regret to add, especially as regards the.
repatriation of the Indian labourers s;ill resident here.

3. A ‘new system for that purpose is now about to be tried, under instruc-
tions, it is reported, from the French Government, which is described, so far
_as yet known, in the report abovementioned.

. 4. 1 desire to be mistaken in supposing that, although, probably devised
in consequence of the recent instances of Her Majesty’s Government, it is
unlikely to be carried out to the satisfaction of Your Lordship in Council. The

motives, upon which that supposition rests, are also enumerated in the same
report, " ‘ ' '

5. T beg to submit, furthermore, for the consideration of Your Lordship -
in Council, a copy of a letter lately addressed to His Excellency the Governor

~ of Martinique that deals fully with the same subject, to which I venture to direct
his very earnest attention. ’ ' '

6. His Excellency having been but quite recently called to the Government
of th1§ island, which is the case also of the present Colonial Secretary, the
expediency of the above communication will, I trust, be deemed commendable.

7. 1f it elicit a reply, other than the usual simple acknowledgment of its
receipt, a copy thereof will be duly sent forward. ‘

I have the honour to be,
My LORD, |
Your Lordship’s very obedient, humble Servant, |
| (Sd) W. LAWLESS,

Consul.

Report on Indian Immigration to Martinique.

1. From a ‘statement supplied to this Consulate on the oth ultimo, from the
Immigration Department, it appears that— ' '

Number of immigrants in the Colony on the 31st 1st—The number of Indian immigrants
December 18g0. " in this colony on the 31st of December last,

amounted to :— _ . s
\ 8,431 of which number— Y . ;
4,222 were male adults. -
2,297 female adults.
1,011 children (males).
go1 children (females).
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2. On the 31st December of the prévious year the general total of these

labourers in the colony numbered—

12 of both sexes.
. Number at corresponding date of 1889, 8’7

Births during 1890. | 3. The births registered during 1890 were—

100 of which—
60 were males and
40 females.

4. The deaths reported during the same period were—

. 381 and included—
Deaths during the same year. 254 males and

127 females.

5. This total testifies to a larger rate of mortality than during the previous
: 12 months when the deaths were reckpned

at 307 out of the 9,078 immigrants resident
in the colony on the 1st of February 1839. _

6. ‘The question of repatriation remains In a very unsatisfactory condition
Repatriation systematically delayed by all possi- despite the efforts of this (;onsulate.that are
ble means, frequently renewed, especially previously to
the annual season of the Council General with fittle effect, I regret to add, al-
though the whole of the Indian immigrants in the colony are and have long been
entitled to being sent back to India.

7. The Isocal Government acting all along, there can be little doubt, under

the sanction of the Colonial Ministry, if
pot in conformity with its actual instruc-
tions, seem 'bent upon detaining these labourers in-the colony, after having
approved of the decision unduly come to in December 1884, by the Local
Assembly, not to grant the premium on re-engagements to which the immi-

grants were so clearly entitled under the gth clause of the Convention of 1st of
July 1861. : ‘

8. This' clause was reproduced on each copy of the contracts delivered to

~ the immigrant, upon their departure from India, a fact that denoted sufficiently
its importance. :

Rates of mortality in excess of that of 1889

Home Government really responsible therefor,

9. The above decision was clearly illegal, since the Council General had no
Decision although illegal approved of by French right or power to modify an Intem.'gl'uonél1
Government. _ Convention. It should have been indee
annulled by the Governor, agreeably to ghe 13th Article of the Decree of the

26th of July 1854, stating :— ’
' “ Est nulle toute deliberation prise par le Conseil General, « . - - °

ou en dehors de ses attributions légales. L’annulation est prononcé
par le Gouverneur en Conseil Privé.”

Not alone was this not done, but the then Governor informed this
Consulate, as reported in. a despatch No. 42, dated ‘the 27th of May 1886,
that this unjustifiable “breach of the Convention had been approved of by the
. French Cqlonial Office. ’ ‘

10. The French Government, by this

breach of one of the chief stipulations

Eicglht of immigrants to.repatriation so estab-. of a bilatera,l ‘contract, entitled the 1mg}‘;ﬂ”
lished. * P

_ grants, it may be argued, t0T aim Jrom

that period their right to repatriation.

11. It might be, at least, hoped that under such circumstances the Colony

would heve become more punctual than hefore, - in sending back the immigrants,
as their contracts lapsed. , o o

12. The contrary rather has been the case. The total of the immigrants in

The then total number of immigrants in Mar. the island on the 1st of. January 1 886 was
timigue. 12.926. The numbers of those sent back
to India since th%n, has been 1,791 in 1886 and 879 in 1889. -

,y-»;g.w;,—.,:«w* F e e 3

- AT

this Colony, without previous reference

3 9
.~* 13. At the usual annual sessions of the Council General the propriety of in-
Allowance for repatriation usually voted, but no creased activity in repatriating the immi-

shipments follow. grants is-alluded to by the Executive in
propo!ing the vote for the purpose, generally 240,000 francs. The Council

‘agree to the vote, the amount of which is, however, often.reduced. But, as no

Amount expended otherwise with assent of the d?Pafture follows, the sum is afterwards
Executive. disposed of for other purposes. As such
alterations require the assent. of the, Governor it foilows that the Executive
becomes really liable for the delay that is the consequence.

14. The reports of the meeting of the Local Assembly show, however, that
’ over 1,100,000 francs were thus voted

4 , during the interval between December
1886, and December last, which would have sufficed, even at the high rate of

500 francs per head, to repatriate 3,600 adults, in lieu' of the 674 forwarded
by the “ Nantes et Bordeaux.”

Total votes sufficient for returning 3,690 adults.

13 If any further proof be required to prove that the Government alone is

N expenses obligatory. ~ responsible for the delay that has occurred

~ Repatriation exp gatory: in repatriating the Immigrants, it 1s fur-
nished by the fact that the charges, in connection with the immigration’ service,
and‘particula.rly those for repatriation, are by law classed among those denom-
inated Obligatory Expehditure,” by the 4th clause of the “Senatus Consulte

"Organique” of the 11th of August 1886, The sth clause completes that just

quoted 1 these terms :—

« Sj les depenses dbligat'oireg ont été omises (au Budget) ou si le Gouver-

neur en Conseil Privé estime

o ‘ ‘que les allocations, portées

- pour uné ou plusieurs de ces dépenses, sont insuffisantes, le Gou-

verneur y pourvoit; provisoirement, a l'aide des fonds des depenses
- diverses et imprévues.

‘ 3

Law on the subject. - i

proposition, inscrit d’office les depenses omises ou augmente les
allocations.”

"_ ii' ~ “En cas, d'insuffisance de-ces fonds, il en refére au Ministre, qui _sur sa

.. 16. But, although readily resorted to for other purposes, the ample power
: : ... s this afforded the Executive for preventing
d to for T . * ' Al
N?t resortad 0T mmigrants the Local Assembly from exceeding its
rerogatives, has never been employed, to carry out the engagements stipulated
?o‘r’_ in the Convention of the 1st July 1861. co ’
. 1. Perhaps brief reference to the follow

i

ing facts, although foreign to Immi-

Incident exeiiplifying subserviency of Councit  gfation, may not be out of place here as
General to Home Authorities. ) i ' exemplifying thef (‘:c,mpl'tete_ s,ubserviency
of the Local Executive and Council General to the desires of the Home Gov-

ernment and also the unceremmonious injustice of the latter towards British

~ interest.

s 18. A Telegraph Company was formed in Paris in 1889, with which the
Under-Secretary of State for the Coloniés Si%“e.d a treaty granung, as might be
expected, great advantages, including 2 subsidy of s0,000 francs a year from

T the _Council General, as legally

required. | S

-~ 19. The latter ratified the Treaty nevertheless, subject to the reasonable
ﬁgqijsgﬁg;};xg.t the transfer.of the subsidy, then in the possession of an English
Company-—the ““ West India and Panama”—in return for a copious daily new

Bulletin and Commercial quotations, should take place only" when the Erencg

line- between this. Island and . Guadeloupe ‘would have been link
American and European cable system. d : inked to  the

20. The Colonial Minister upon learning this telegraphed to re- .
Council and have the prq\(iso annulled immediately. Itpwas done,aaslstirgs}wiﬂ;e
the meantime the vote having been published in the Official Gazette with ’th:

sanctioni of the Executive, had become law in accordance with' the Senatus
Consulte of 18%6. .
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BriTisH CONSULATE, MARTINIQUE,
Saint Pierrve, 18th May 1891.

Revenue.
No. 36.

The Right Honourable The Marquess of Lansdowne, Viceroy and Governor-General
of India.

My LORD,

I HAVE the honour to fotward, herewith, for the information of Your Lord-
ship in Council, a report upon the present condition of Indian immigration in this
Colony. ) :

2. It leaves much to be desired, I regret to add, especially as regards the
repatriation of the Indian labourers still resident here.

3. A new system for that purpose is now about to be tried, under instruc-
tions, it is reported, from the French Government, which is described, so far
as yet known, in the report abovementioned.

4.1 desire to be mistaken in supposing that, although, probably devised
in consequence of the recent instances of Her Majesty’s Government, it is
unlikely to be carried out to the satisfaction of Your Lordship in Couticil. The
motives, upon which that supposition rests, are also enumerated in the same
report.

5. I beg to submit, furthermore, for the consideration of Your Lordship
in Council, a copy of a letter lately addressed to His Excellency the Governor
of Martinique that deals fully with the same subject, to which I venture to direct
his very earnest attention.

6. His Excellency having been but quite recently called to the Government
of this island, which is the case also of the present Colonial Secretary, the
expediency of the above communication will, I trust, be deemed commendable.

7. If it elicit a reply, other than the usual simple acknowledgment of its
receipt, a copy thereof will be duly sent forward,

I have the honour to be,
My LORD,
Your Lordship’s very obedient, humble Servant,

(Sd.) W. LAWLESS,

Consul.

Report on Indian Immigration to Martinigue.

1. From a statement supplied to this Consulate on the gth ultimo, from the
Immigration Department, it appears that—

Number of immigrants in the Colony on the 31st 1st=—The number of Indian immigrants
December 1890. in this colony on the 31st of December last,
amounted to :—

[T A

8,4‘31 of which number—
4,222 were male adults.
v - 2,297 female adults.
1,011 children {males).
go1 children (females).

/i
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2. On the 31st December of the previous year the general total of these
labourers in the colony numbered—

Number at corresponding date of 188g. 8’7 12 of both sexes.

Births during 18go. 3. The births registered during 1890 were—

100 of which—
60 were males and
40 females.
4. The deaths reported during the same period were—
381 and included—

254 males and
127 females.

Deaths during the same year.

5. This total testifies to a larger rate of mortality than during the previous
Rates of mortality in excess of that of 1889, 12 months when the deaths were reckoned

. at 307 out of the 9,978 immigrants resident
in the colony on the 1st of February 1889.7

6. The question of repatriation remains in a very unsatisfactory condition
bleR;[:::;ation systematically delayed by all poss;.  despite the efforts of this (}onsulate’that are
i frequently renewed, especially previously to

the annual season of the Council General with little effect, I regret to add, al-

thopgh the vyhole of the Indian immigrants in the colony are and have long been
entitled to being sent back to India,

7. The Local Government acting all along, there can be littl_e doupt, unde_r
Home Government really responsible therefop, L€ _SANCtION of the Colonial Ministry, if
. . " notin conformity with its actual instruc-

tions, seem bent upon detaining these labourers in the colony, after havin
approved of the decision unduly come to in December 1884, by the Loca%
Assembly, not to grant the prémjum on re-engagements to which the immi-

grants were so clearly entitled under the gth clause of the Convention of 1st of
July 1861.

8. This clause was reproduced on each copy of the contracts delivered to

the immigrant, upon their departure from India, a fact that denoted sufficiently
1ts 1mportance, ‘

9. The above decision was clearly illegal, since the Council General had no
GDecision :.Ithough illegal approved of by Freggy I‘ight or power to modlfy an Intemgtlonal
overnment. Convention. It should have been indeed

annulled by the Governor, a h Article of the Decree of the
26th of July 1854, stating :’_. greeably to the 13th Artic

‘ Est nulle toute deliberatiop prise par le Conseil General, . . . . .
ou en dehors de ses attributions légales. L’annulation est prononcé
par’ le Gouverneur en Conseil Privé.”

Not alone was this not dope, but the then Governor informed this
Consulate, as reported in a despatch No. 42, dated the 27th of May 1886,

. that this unjustifiable breach C . bad boen spproved of by the
French Colonial Office. of the Convention ha pp y

10. The French Government, by this breach of one of the chief stipulations
Right of immigrants to repatriation so esty,. of a bilateral contract, entitled the imm-

lished. s .
. .o ants. it may be argued, to claim from
that period their right to repatriatiop, BT ¢ S

1. It might be, at least, hoped that under such circumstances the Colony

would have become more punctua] than before, in sending back the immigrants,
as their contracts lapsed.

12. The contrary rather has been the case. The total of the immigrants in
The then total number of immigrants in Ma,. the island on the 1st of ]anuary 1886 was

tinique. 12,026. The numbers of those sent back
to India since then, has been 1,791 in 1886 and 879 in 1889.

3

13. At the usual annual sessions of the Council General the propriety of in-
Allowance for repatriation usually voted, but no creased aCtiVity in repatriating the immi-
shipments follow. grants is alluded to by the Executive in
proposing the vote for the purpose, generally 240,000 francs. The Council
agree to the vote, the amount of which is, however, often reduced, But, as no
Amount expended otherwise with assent of the departure follows, the sum is afterwards
Executive, o disposed of for other purposes. As such
alterations require the assent of the Governor it follows that the Executive
becomes really liable for the delay that isthe consequence.

14. The reports of the meeting of the Local Assembly show, however, that
over 1,100,000 francs were thus voted
during the interval between December
1886, and December last, which would have sufficed, even at the high rate of
500 francs per head, to repatriate 3,600 adults, in lieu of the 674 forwarded
by the “ Nantes et Bordeaux. "

Total votes sufficient for returning 3,600 adults.

15. If any further proof be required to prove that the Government alone is
responsible for the delay that has occurred
in repatriating the immigrants, it is fur-
nished by the fact that the charges, in connection with the immigration service,
and particularly those for repatriation, are by law classed among those denom-
inated “ Obligatory Expenditure,” by the 7th clause of the “Senatus Consulte

Organique” of the 11th of August 1886. The 8th clause completes that just
quoted in these terms : —

Repatriation expenses obligatory.

“Si les depenses obligatoires ont été omises (au Budget) ou si le Gouver-
neur en Conseil Privé estime

) . que les allocations, portées
pour une ou plusieurs de ces dépenses, sont insuffisantes, le Gou-

verneur y pourvoit ; provisoirement, 3 aide des fonds des depenses
diverses et imprévues.

Law on the subject.

“ En cas d'insuffisance de ces fonds, il en reféreau Ministre, qui sur sa

proposition, inscrit d’office les depenses omises ou augmente les
allocations.”

16. But, although readily resorted to for other purposes, the ample power
. Not resorted to for Tinmigrants. thus afforded the Executive for preventing
the Local Assembly from exceeding its

prerogatives, has never been employed, to carry out the engagements stipulated
for in the Convention of the 1st July 1861.

17. Perhaps brief reference to the following facts, although foreign to Immi-
Incident exemplifying subserviency of Council ~gration, may not be out of place here as

General to Home Authorities. ] ‘ exemplifying the complete subserviency
of the Local Executive and Council General to the desires of the Home Gov-

ernment and also the unceremonious injustice of the latter towards British
interest. -

18. A Telegraph Company was formed in Paris in 1889, with which the
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies signed a treaty granting, as might be ®
expected, great advantages, including a subsidy of 50,000 francs a year from

this Colony, without previous reference to the Council General, as legally
required. . '

19. The latter ratified the Treaty nevertheless, subject to the reasonable
proviso that the transfer of the subsidy, then in the possession of an English
Company——the « West' India and Panama’—in return for a copious daily news
Bulletin and Commercial quotations, should take place only when the French
line betweén this Island and Guadeloupe would have been linked to the
American and European cable system.

20. The Colonial Minister upon learning this telegraphed to re-assemble the
Council and have the proviso annulled immediately. It was done, although, in
the meantime the vote having been published in the Official Gazette with the
sanction of the Executive, had become law in accordance with the Senatus
Consulte of 1886. | |



e TN ST ————————— T T T T

4

21. The French Company furnish the news meanwhile by reproducing
textually the Bulletin supplied by the English Cable Company to Guadeloupe,
whose treaty with the Colony still subsists.

22. A new system of Repatriation under arrangements has been concluded

by the Colonial Minister, it seems, with

New plan of Repatriation by mail steamers. the C ompagnie Générale Transat}anthue,

whose Vessels carry the mails between the French Islapds and Marseilles, and
another French Company running steamers thence to India.

It is reported that each batch of immigrants 1s not to exceed 150, folr
which a freight of goo francs per adult
will be paid.

23. 1 await the particulars asked for as to the number of shipments to be

i despatched annually, and the arrangements

Prticulacs not yet known- to insure that the Indian passengers will be
provided with the proper space, food and medical treatment that persons in tctllexr
Four such shipments equal but one per * Nantes frequently enfeebled state will require, dur-
et Bordeaur.” ing such a voyage. It must be, l,l,owever,
borne in mind that vessels of the capacity of the ‘‘ Nantes et Bordeaux co;ﬂd
carry in one voyage 620 adults, while it would require 4 batches, each _of 150 gdu ts,
Considered h ans of retaining the able. L0 repatriate 60o. Here 1t 1s considered,
onsidered here a means of retainin e able. . . . -
bodied labourers whils discarding thoso unfitted for  that this new plan, while affording a sem
work. . blance of more activity in the repatriation
of Indian immigrants, will, in reality, permit of the .prolpnged detention of t}le
able-bodied labourers while affording means for getting rid of those that are in-
firm, lazy or unfitted for regular labour.

24. The following statements of the late and present allowances, voted for
Comparison of 4 oresent allowances LNE immigration service, shew the great
mparison n 2
for &egmm?gr:ﬁo?z::vi::. P owances  etrenchments effected in that direction.
The sum voted for 1886, although

somewhat lower than previously, amount-
ed to 42,234 francs for the protective staff only. It then comprised :

In batches not to exceed 150 adults.

Voted for 1886,

I Commissary ... we 9746

11 Deputy Do. v 2,982

" 11 Writers .. 1,800

11 Interpreters ws 4,000

Protective Staff, 11 Messengers booo 720
11 Syndic at Saint Pierre vee 4,082

6 Do. inthe Chiefout-districts 13,904

TOTAL ... 42,234
auen———
travelling expenses included.

25. In addition and for the requirements of the Depdt, medical atte_ndanlce
and keep of the infirm and time-expired In-
Erpenses for Deptt dians, a sum of 92,954 francs was granted.

The vote for 1887 was but 9,300 francs
: vete for 18 for the Protective service ; that was reduced
to:
11 Syndic at St. Pierre including
11 francs 37-C. for travelling

expenses per diem ... v 3,500

11 Do. for Port de France we 3,500

Protective Staff reduced. 11 Writers - . ... 11,800
11 Interpreters e 500

—

9,300

26. The allowances for the Depst were also diminished to 12,719 francs, but
' ’ elmthe ultimate grant had to be increased by

Depét allowances also, €
the Executive to 40,000 francs.

5
Votes for Carrent year. N ez7 For the current year, the sums voted
Depét increased. / Fr. 46»66693 fOl' the requirements of the
. Depdt with medical attendance and,
Protective Staff again reducad. - F.I‘. 6"}63 for the salaries of she Pro-
tective Staff now reduced to:—

1 Syndic vee 3,000

1 Writer e 1,800

1 Interpreter ... 720

O————

Travelling expénses: 970 francs to be _divided with the Inspector of Prisons,
who is supposed to act in the same capacity for immigration.

28. The foregoing unreasonable retrenchments furnish a well-founded motive

Subject of well-grounded complaint. for l:eproa'Ch’ as they . have rendered mere]y

' _ nominal the Protective Agency, and the

Hospital and relief sources totally insuffictent to cope with the annually increas-

ing wants of the immigrants, whose infirmities and age render them unable to
gain their living, by means of their own exertions,

29. The deplorable consequence follows, that numbers of these unfortunates

Deplorable consequences that ensue. ?.re to be found destitute and in rags, both

in the country and especially in the larg-

er towns, whose only means of subsistence depends upon private charity

which does not always suffice to prevent the more infirm among them from
perishing from sheer want ; a thing utterly unknown formerly in this Colony.

30. The travelling expenses allowed are so totally inadequate to permit one

Teavelling expense insufficient. Syndic to attend. to the calls that may
arise from the various districts through

* which the immigrants are disseminated, that it warrants the belief that the latter

are expected to come before that agent when complaints occur.

3t. It may be alleged that they may apply to the Commissaries of Police.
Application to Police possible, but not likely. But these ofﬁmals hav.e rqade themselves
too well known to the immigrants in their

punitive charapter, that they are generally t00 prone to re-assume, to inspire the
ummigrants with much confidence as Protectors.

32. It is alleged moreover that the Syndics, as well as the Commissaries of
nofzﬁgfegrifﬁa‘ﬁ:f;ngﬁ fﬁen;:i%in sick  should Polige, now limit as rx}uch as possible their
i : dealings with the immigrants, as productive

usually of reproach and trouble only. Then the Police, as municipal agents
also, share largely the repugnance of the Mayors generally to diminish, in favour

of the immigranps, ‘the resources intended for the relief of the podr and sick
natives of their districts. :

33. It will be observed from the inclosed copy of the advertisement referring *
Selection of the Police inexpedient for purposzs to the new p]a_n for the repatriation of the
of new system of repatriation, Indian Immigrants that the 1atter are direct-
ed to apply to the Cqmmissaries of Police to have the demands registered. For
the reasons above given, this arrangement can hardly be deemed satisfactory,

since the demands may be expected to depend upon the manner in which they
shall be entertained. :

34 It must be owned in conclusion that the Indian labourers have not yet
acquired the same independence enjoyed

Present condition of able-bodied Indian labourers. .
by the natives, who profess to regard them

_as inferiors and dislike them besides as competitors that limit their exactions

for field labour : feelings that are shared by the native police and petty count
authorities, for the most part also of African descent. It is nevertheless correg
that their condition bas very much impraved, for those at least who are willin
and able to work, owing to the yearly increasing reduction in the number of the
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native labourers that can be reckoned upon for the regular labour reqmred for

1 till the chief staple of the colony. They are much
' the production of sugat > °5 1‘;:,oughe for therefore, as more docile and

willing while generally l_ess 'exacting. than
the natives. They hold, however, entire independence of action in choosing the
districtsthey prefer as well as their employers.

These Immigrants now much sought after.

i pecome altogether
3 ; overtaken by age of sickness, matters .
35 Bub when y 28 altered to th’e immlgrant’s disadvantage.

Prejudicial alteration when aged ot anwell. The estates profess to be unable to support

idle hands, since the rates that rule for their products exact strlctH ecqnolmyt;(;
avoid loss. There then remains but the Depot or the Communal OS]f)lta s,ntl
entry to which causes always delay, great trouble and loss.of tume, too_gfqurﬁ; sulyt
for no useful purpose. Afterwards a pauper’s existence with the possibie

of dying from hunger has to be submitted to.

36. Yet there can be no doubt that the \_vithc!rawal of the Indian labourers

remaining 1N the Island will entail very
Their withdrawal very prejudicial to the colony. sel’iOUS loss in some of the now most pro-

ductive districts of the Island. This is well known to the Council General that

favour it on that account ; the majority of that assembly being hostlhzl to
the Planters for the reasons qdduce in
4 former report of 1886. Nor is the Gov-

ernment ignorant, either of the ill results of such a measure, and, for that reason

and in view to save the cost it would prove, it will, I fear, mot willingly favour

repatriation in any way.

Will therefore receive from the executive the
least possible favour.

. The following is2 synopsis of Indian

Synopsis. immigration to Martinique :—
Introduction during the years 1853 to 1883 .- 25.579
Births between 1853 and 1890 . 4,802

—

Total .ee 30137[
13.911

8,029

NS

Total 21,040

—

8,431

Deaths during the same period
Repatriations from 1858 to date

Remaining on the 1st January 189t

SAINT PIERRE,
15th May 1891. §
I —

Copy-
No. 27.
CONSULAT pD’ANGLETERRE 4 LA MARTINIQUE,
St. PIERRE,

Le 30me Avril 1891

MONSIEUR LE GOUVERNEUR,
oy ’ fait
’ J'ai bien regu la lettre No. 344 en date du g™ courant, que vous m ?:ieia:ts
honneur de m’écrire, pour me Temettre la situation numerque des lm'erg
Indiens qui se trouvaient encore dans la colonie, au 31™ Decembre dernier:

. . C tal bre de
De ce document il ressort que ces travailleurs, qul etalent au nt(;renan née,
8,812, 4 pareille date en 1889, comptaient encore au jer Janvier de €

l

8,431 personnes des deux sexes, apres avoir tenu compte de 381 déces et de
100 naissances qui avaients, lieu, pendant le cours de 'année 18go.

Pour obeir aux prescriptions du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale et
Royale, j'ai maintenant le devoir de renouveler, de la fagon la plus pressante,
Jes vives instances, déja si fréquemment et jai le regret d’ajouter—si vainement
tentées par ce Consulat auprés de I’ Administration, en vue d'obten'g le re-
patriement des Indiens sujets Britanniques qui, aprés avoir rempli leurs contrats
de travail attendent depuis si longtemps que la colonie s'acquitte pour le moins
de I'engagement de les repatrier, engagement stipulé dans la 9™ clause de la
convention du 1% Juillet 1861, sous la garantie du Gouvernement Francais.

C’est 13 un sujet que j'al cru devoir signaler & votre bienveillante attention
des la prémiére entrevue que vous avez bien voulu m'accorder, an mois de février
dernier aprés avoir été appelé au Gouvernement de la Martinique, et que, au
surplus, vous aviez promis d’examiner avec toute l'attention qu'il comportait.

Et, en effet, Monsieur le Gouverneur, votre lettre précitée a été suivie d'une
communication, €n date du.........mois dernier, de Monsieur le Directeur de
I'Interieur, par laquelle ce Chef d’Administration anno que, conformément aux
instructions ministérielles et au vote du Conseil Général il avait enfin été décidé,
« de repatrier cette année des Indiens par la voie des Paquebots de la Compagnie

Général Maritime correspondant avec ceux des Messageries Maritimes.”

A cette communication était annexé un exemplaire. d’'une annonce devant
atre placardée aux mairies de la campagne. et qui a été depuis publiée dans le
¢ Moniteur Officiel’ de la colonie, “ en vue au faciliter aux Indiens libérés I’ in-
scription sur les listes de repatriement.”

Cette mesure, 2 laquelle il est & observer que PAdministration a recour a
cette occasion pour la premiére fois, fourmit l'assurance que les dispositions
du Gouvernement auront regu la publicité nécessaire; elle permet aussi d’espé-
rer que I’ Administration songe 3 satisfaire sérieusement, reste si longtemps €n
souffrance, nonobstant les reclamations réitérées de ce Consulat, de repatrier ces
travailleurs.

Et, ne me serait-il pas permis, Monsieur le Gouverneur, puisque vous n’avez
¢té nommé que de cette année aux hautes fonctions que vous occupez aujour
d’hui —et que tel est, egalement, le cas de Monsieur le Directeur de I'Intérieur—de
rappeler succintement quelques faits, d’ailleurs de date assez récente, s€ rattach-
ant au service de I'immigration, dont il me semble qu’ il conviendrait de tenir
compte a cette occasion.

C’est une impression qui ressort du paragraphe de la lettre susmentionnée
de Monsieur le Directeur de I'Interieur, ou il est parle *“ de faciliter aux Indiens
libérés leur repatriement.”  Cette expression préte a Pinterprétation, assurément
erronnée, qu'll existe encore dans la colonie des immigrants Indiens qui
auraient encore des contrats de travail non acquittés.

11 vous sera pourtant facile de vous assurer, Monsieur le Gouverneur, qu'il
Sest écoulé plus de six ans depuis que le Consell Général a cru devoir supprimez
dans sa session de 1884, non seulement l'immigration Indienne, mais aussi la
prime de réengagement, garantie aux immigrants avec le droit de repatriement
dans les termes les plus formels, par le 9™ article de la Convention du I
Juillet 1861, dont la reproduction dans tous les contrats de travail passés dans
P'Inde pour compte de la colonie, dénote assez l'importance que les parties
contractantes y attachaient. _

Cet article établit, en effet, que la durée de Pengagement d’un immigrant
ne pourra etre plus de cing ans, &c. A VDexpiration de ce_terme tout Indien qui
aura atteint l'age de 10 ans, au moment de son départ de 'Inde aura dro:it & son
repatriement. Sl consent 2 contracter un nouvel engagement, * il aura droit 2
une prime et conservera le droit au repatriement 2 Pexpiration de ce second

engagement.”

Il est & faire remarquer, de plus, que le Décret du 13™ Février 1852 établit
non moins péremptoirement que 'immigrant aura pendant 'année que suivra l'ex-
piration du premier contrat la faculte d’opter entre la jouissance du droit du
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repatriement et une prime équivalente aux frais de son repatriement personnel et

enfin que cette dépense sera comprise dans le budget de la colonie, parmi les dé-
penses obligatoires.”

Mais comme il n’appartenait pas evidemment, au Conseil Général de la
Colonie d’annuler, ou méme de modifier les stipulations d’une convention inter-
nationale, on pouvait supposer de son vote A cette occasion aurait été annulé
le Chef de la Colonie, conformement d’ailleurs aux termes du Décret de 1834

qui déclare “ nulle toute deliberation prise par cette assemblée en dehors de ses
attributions.”

Cependant, rien de semblable n’a eu lieu! Bien mieux, Monsieur le Gou-
verneur allégre, dans une communication A ce Consulat, en date du 27™ Novem-
bre 1885, a py affirmer que les agissements de I'assemblée locale, quoique si mani-

festement en contradiction avec les termes de la canvention du 1¢ Juillet 1861,

avaient été sanctionnés par le Gouvernement métropolitain.

Dans de telles conditions Monsieur le Gouverneur, vous reconnaitrez _sans
doute que les engagements des immigrant Indiens, residant dans la colonie, se
trouvaient, des lors annulés de plein droit. Il ne se pourait pas evidemme
qu’apres avoir relevé une des parties 4 uam contrat bilatéral, d’'une des conditions

les plus favorables 4 l'autre partie, cette derniere, c’est-a dire I'immigrant Indien
restat seule engagée.

Si, maintenant, on examine ce qui a éte fait, depuis lors, pour le repatrie-
ment de ces travailleurs, lesquels en Decembre 1885, etaient au nombre de
10,055 personnes, des deux sexes, ayant si clairement droit & etre renvoyées
dans I'Inde, on trouve qu'il n’a été expedi¢, pendant cette longue période de
prés de sept années, que 879 personnes des deux sexes, parmi lesquelles
205 enfants ; en Septembre 1889 par le vapeur ‘‘ Nantes et Bordeaux,” que
ces Indl?“% ayant du attendre pour s’embarguer prés de quatre mois au chef
lxe:u., ou il est avéré que les dispositions prises pour leur logement laissaient tant a
désirer, beaucoup d’entre eux, aprs avoir épuisé leurs faibles économies, n’ont
pu attendre le moment dy départ.

Il'y a encore 2 ajouter que le terme moyen du séjour dans la colonie des
Indiens adultes, au nombre de 674 composant le convoi repatrie par le “ Nantes
et Bordeaux,” s'est ¢levé 2 12'83 années.

, Il est démontrg, cependant, par les listes d’embarquement remises par
VAdministration A ce Consulat, aprds le départ de ce batiment, que 14,354 francs
representaient les sommes déposées par les 196 adultes en destination de Kari-
lfal, qui seraient, d’aprés ces mémes listes, les seuls qui eussent a recourir & cet
etabhssement pour sauvegarder leur économies. '

Le pécul’e de ces 196 immigrants, aprés un séjour aussi prolongé dans la
colonie, ne dépasserait donc pas la moyenne de 74 francs par tete, chiffre assure-
ment bien malgre, surtout s on le rapproche des résultats obtenus, par ces

o . . .
memes travailleurs ailleurs,

. Peut-on pour 'expliquer, faire g1t du séjour de quatre mois que les passagers
du Nantes_et Bordeaux " ont di fajre au chef lieu, a attendre. leur embarque_-
ment? Mais, il ne dépendait pas de ces malheureux de Péviter! Et n’est-il
pas Ameme,?véré aujourd’hui, que ¢’est Vinsuffisance de la nouviture fournie au
dépt, quil leur a fallu combler, qui les a forcés & recourir & leurs propres
moyens ? N’est-il . ). 4 . “los Tndiens
déconde @ Pas aussi de notoriété publique que beaucoup, parmi les Indie

csignés d’abord ‘pour partir sur ce navire, ont du une fois leurs économies

Cpiséas, retourner aux propriétés oj | i s et manquer ainsi le
départ ? Propniétés oy ils étaient employé nq

Ce ne sont pas du rest | .
: . . e leS h Itats causes par la pro onga
tion de le-ur S’] r f h . SEUlS fAC eux résu ta

Ne faut-il pas en effet Y rapporter les affections qui se sont manifestées
parmi eux dans le cours dy voyage, donnant lieu & de trés; nombreuses
mortalités qui ont provoque de la part du Gouvernement de I'Inde, des réclama-
tions dont I'administration locale aura eu sans doute connaissance, et qui méritent

£n tous cas d'étre rappelées ici ?
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Et pour quels motifs le nombre des_convois de repatriement d'immigrants
Indiens a-t-il été limité, pendant le long mtervalle écoplé’_tie 1886 2 1891, A celu
par le “ Nantes et Bordeaux ?” C’est une question qui s'impose dans la circon-
stance, et sur laquelle je me permets d'insister trés-respectueusement, en raison
du nombre toujours croissant de ceux de ces travailleurs qui, aprés avoir épuisé
leurs forces et leurs économies,—s'ils en avaient per amasser,—n’ont. plus guéré
d’autres moyens d’existence que la charité _particuliére, qui reste impuissant'e en
face de ce flot, d’année en année plus cqnsxdérable, de dénqﬁment et de misere;
a tel point qu’il ne se passe pas d_e moiS _sans gue—falt inconnu naguére -é la
Martinique; l'on ne ramasse, soit en ville, soit & la campagne des Indiens
morts, ou mourants d’inanition absolue!

Les comptes rendus des séances du Conseil Général, o il est traité de
immigration, ne fournissent pas cependant I'explication suffisante des lenteurs
mises A renvoyer les immlggants dans leurs foyers. En effet, si_cette assemblée
s'est appliquée avec persistance a marchander et & reduire les sommes
demandées pour leur hospitalisation et pour I'entretien au depdt des Indiens
malades et impropres au travail, on doit reconnaitre qu’il a été voté, pendant
la. periode sus-indiquée, un total 1,100’,000 francs en vue de leur repatriement.

Or, méme au fret élevé de 300 francs par téte, cette somme &ut suffi 2
renvoyer dans I'Inde pres de 3,000 adults en sus de ceux partis par le *“ Nantes
et Bordeaux.” Ily a i rappeler, egalement, que le Conseil, a deux reprises, en

1885 et en 1887, avait déclaré qu'il laissait  Administration libre de dépasser,

si besoin était, les sommes votées pendant ces sessions, pour le service du
repatriement des immigrants.

Dans de telles conditions on ne saurait reprocher au Conseil Général
seulement, les lenteurs déplorables apportées a leur renvoi ; alors méme que- cette
assemblée ait cru pouvoir employer, posténeusement, A d’autres fins une bonne
partie de I'argent destine en premier lieu 2 ee service.

Il convient de faire observer d'ailleurs que ces dépenses, etant classées
parmi celles dites “ obligatoires,” n’ont pu étre distraites de P'emploi qui leur
avait"été primitivement affecté sans le consentement du Chef de la  Colonie, 3
qui precisement la loi - donne pouvoir,'au cas ot il estime insuffisantes les

allocations votées pour faire face aux dépenses obligatoires, d’y pourvoir d’office.

Les articles 7 et 8 du Senatus Consulte organique du 4™ Juillet 1866 ne
laissent aucun doute & cet égard ; mais il convient d’ajouter, que si cette voie a
été suivie, & plusieurs reprises, pour d’autres services, il n’est pas 3 ma connais-
sance qu'elle ait jamais été employée au profit du repatriement des Indiens,
nonobstant son urgence puisqu’il s’agissait de faire enfin droit a des reclamations
si bien justifieés. ‘ ,

Je me permets de croire, Monsieur le Gouverneur, qu’il n’est plus necessaire
de reputer & cette heure les diverses raisons mises en avant pour expliquer les
retards apportés au repatriement des immigtants.

Pourrait on equitablement les attribuer A Pensuffisance des fonds du trésor
public ? ’

‘Monsieur le Gouverneur Germain Casse, votre prédécesseur, a fait justice
de cette légende, lorsqu'en Decembre 1889, il a félicité la colonie de son

- excellente position financiére, que confirmait, du reste, le chiffre toujours élevé

13

des fonds de reserve.

Et si, des fonds spéciaux destinés & servir au repatriement des immigrants
il ne restrait plus rien, n’est-il pas'3 la connaissance de tous que cela provient de
ce que ces fonds ont été affectes 4 un emploi entierement étranger a ce service ?
Enfin I'assentiment donné 4 ce virement par la métropole ne confirme-t-il pas les
droits que je suis chargé de faire valoir?

Il ne me semble pas utile non plus de m’appesantir sur ce qui a &té
avancé relativement au prejudice que la colonie aurait & redouter du. retrait des
labourewrs Indiens. Cette raison, que je retrouve également dans une lettre de
Monsieur le Gouverneur, votre prédécesseur, me paraitrait la plus justifiée, s'il
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&tait possible dans la circonstance de faire étatau préjudice ldes 1mn.ngra1n‘§s:
«du manque de bras dont le pays a beaucoup & souftrir apres elur avoir en e\{e
la prime au réengagement dont leurs contrats semblaient devoir leur assurer la

joussance.

Quoi qu'il en seit, Monsieur le Gouverneuf, jose esperer t?rgit ga: . l(liuéfr(sl:

* considérations que je viens d’avoir I'honneur de vous permettront . ]nég r des

motifs sérieux du Gouvernement Indien pouf désirer étre renselgn(;:1 du e at%e-
précise, par votre bienveillante entremise, au sujet du noqvgau ?Olnede edespi e
ment que l'administration vieut d’adopter pour le renvol dans

grants Indiens, sujets Britanniques, encore 2 la Martimque.

Il voudrait bien connaitre approximativement au moins, le nomb{,eondzz
Indiens & embarquer sur chaque paquebot, le pomb.rg de convols C(),luL;e Von =
propose de faire partir chaque annce, et enfin les dispositions prises p
a ces passagers les soins que réclame un si long voyage.

L’opportunité de ces renseignementS ressort du fait q
coloriie, au 31™ Decembre dernier, 8,421 Indiens.

Je serais heureux de recevoir en méme temps, Monsieur le Gouvemeutr, 52
confirmation de l'assurance que je me propose de dpnner au ‘Gouvememen °
Iinde du mal fondé des bruits qui tendraient 3 faire croire a la campagne que
'adoption du nouvel itinéraire, aurait surtout en vue de _retarder auta}ntd eq:e
possible le repatriement des Indiens valides, tout en fournissant une vol€
débarrasser de ceux déji vieyx ou paresseux.

. . ’ , 1=
. Je vous prie d'agréer, Monsieur le Gouverneur, l'assurance, de mes sent
ments tres-distingués,

il restait dans la

W. LAWLESS,
Le Consul de Sa Majesté Britannique.

Monsieur le Gouverneur
de la Martinique, 4
Port de France.

(W.F.C.]
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“amounted to :—

BriTisH CONSULATE, MARTINIQUE,

Saint Pierre, 18th May 1891.

Revenue.
No. 38,

The Right Honourable The Marquess of Lansdowne, Viceroy and Governor-General
of India.

My LORD,

»

I HAVE the honour to forward, herewith, for the information of Your Lord-"

%hi{) in Council, a report upon the present condition of Indian immigration in this
olony.

2. Tt leaves much to be desired, I regret to add, especially as regards the
repatriation of the Indian labourersstill resident here,

3. A new system for that purpose is now about to be tried, under instruc-
tions, it is reported, from the French Government, which is described, so far
as yet known, in the report abovementioned. .

4l desire to be mistaken in supposing that, although, probably'devised
in consequence of the recent instances of Her Majesty's Government, it is

unlikely to be carried out to the satisfaction of Your Lordship in Council. The

motives, upon which that supposition rests, are also enumerated in the same
report.

5. 1 beg to submit, furthermore, for the consideration of Your Lordship
in Council, a copy of a letter lately addressed to His Excellency the Governor

of Martinique that deals fully with the same subject, to which I venture to direct #

his very earnest attention.

6. His Excellency having been but quite Tecently called to the Government
of th1§ island, which is the case also of the present Colonial Secretary, the
expediency of the above communication will, I trust, be deemed commendable.

7. If it elicit a reply, other than the usual simple acknowledgment of its
receipt, a copy thereof will be duly sent forward. ‘

I have the honour to be,
My L(’)RD,
Your Lordship’s very obedient, humble Servant,

(Sd.) W. LAWLESS,

Consul.

—
Report on Indian Immigration to Martinique.

1. From a statement supplied to this Consulate on the gth ultimo, from the
Immigration Department, it appears that—

-

 Number of mmigrants in the Colony on the grst _ 1st=—The number of Indian immigrants
ecember 1890. in this colony on the 31st of December last, .
* .

8,431 of which number—
4,222 were male adults.
2,297 female adults.
1,011 children (males).
go1 children (females).
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2. On the 31st December of the previous year the general total .of these
labourers in the colony numbered—

Number at corresponding date of 1889, 8’ 712 of both sexes.

Births during 1890. 3. The births registered during 18g0 were—

100 of which—
60 were males and
40 females.

4. The deaths reported dnring the same period were—

) 381 and included—
Deaths during the same year. . 254 males and

127 females.

5. This total testifies to a larger rate of mortality than during the previous
’ 12 months when the deaths were reckoned
. at 307 out of the 9,978 immigrants resident
in the colony on the 1st of February 1889.

6. The question of repatriation remains in a very unsatisfactory condition

Repatriation systematically delayed by all possi- - despite the efforts of this C'onSUIate'that T
ble means, frequently renewed, especially previously to
the annual season of the Council General with little effect, 1 regret to add, al-
though the whole of the Indian immigrants in the colony are and have long been
entitled to being sent back to India.

7. The Local Government acting all along, there can be little doubt, under
the sanction of the Colonial Ministry, if
. not in conformity with its actual instruc-
tions, seem bent upon detaining these labourers in  the colony, after havmﬁ
# approved of the decision unduly come to in December 1884, by the Loca
Assembly, not to grant the premjum on re-engagements to which the immi-

%r?ntssgere so clearly entitled ynder the oth clause of the Convention of 1st of
uly 1861.

8. This clause was reproduced on each copy of the contracts delivered to

the .immigrant, upon their departyre from India, a fact that denoted sufficiently
its importance, - :

Rates of mortality in excess of that of 188g.

Home Government really responsible therefor,

9. The above decision was clearly illegal, since the Cog.t}cil GeFeral hil.d nc;
Decision although illegal d of b right or power to modify an Internationa
Government, °g%  approved of by French C%nventign_ It should have been indeed
annulled by the Governor, agreeably to the 13th Article of the Decree of the
26th of July 1854, st‘lting s

“ Est nulle toute deliberatjon prise par le Conseil General, . . . - -
ou en dehors de ses attributions légales. L’annulation est prononcé

par le Gouverneur en Conseil Privé.”

Not alone was this not done, but the then Governor informed this
Consulate, as reported in a despatch No. 42, dated the 27th of May 1886,

that this unjustifiable b . < had been approved of b oo
French Coloxiial Office. reach of the Convention pp y

10. The French Government, by this breach of one of the chief stipulations
N Eiﬁht of immigrants to repatriation so estgb- Of @ bilateral contract, entitled thg immi-
S o grants, it may be argued, to claim from
that period their right to repatriation. o
1r. It might be, at least, hoped that under such circumstances the Colony

would have become more punctual than before, in sending back the immigrants,
astheir contracts lapsed.

12. The contrary rather hasbeen the case. The total of the immigrants in
yoThe then total number of immigrants in Mars the island on the 1st of January 1886 was
SN 12,026. The numbers of those sent back

‘to India since then, has been 1,791 in 1886 and 879 in 1889.

3
i3. At the usual annual sessions of the Council General the propriety of in-
Allowance for repatriation usually voted, but no creased activity In repatriating the i.mmi{‘
shipments follow. grants is alluded to by the Executive in
proposing the vote for the purpose, generally 240,000 francs. The Council
agree to the vote, the amount of which is, however, often reduced. But, as no
Amount expended otherwise with assent of the departure follows, the sum is afterwards
Executive. disposed of for other purposes. As such
altérations require the assent of the Governor it follows that tHe Executive
becomes really liable for the delay that isthe consequence.

14. The reports of the meeting of the Local Assembly show, however, that
ST over 1,100,000 francs weré thus voted
during the interval between December
1886, and December last, which would have sufficed, even at the high rate of
500 francs per head, to repatriate 3,600 adults, in lieu of the 674 forwarded
by the * Nantes et Bordeaux.” ,

Total votes sufficient for returning 3,600 adults.

- 185. 1f anyfurther proof be required to prove that the Government alone is

' ‘ " responsible for the delay that has occurred
. o in repatriating the immigrants, it is fur-
nished by the fact that the charges, in connection with the immigration service,
and particularly those for repatriation, are by law classed among those denom-

Repdtriatioﬁ expenses obligatory.

~ inated “‘.Obligat'ory Expenditure,” by the 7th clause of the * Senatus Consulte
- Organique”’ o
_ queted 1n these terms :—

the 1tth of August 1886. The 8th clause completes ‘that just

{1

Si les depenses obligatoires ont été omises (au Budget) ou si le Gouver-
Law on the subject: ' neur en Conseil Privé estime

\ ) - que les allocations, portées
*_pout une ou plusieurs de ces dépenses, sont insuffisantes, le Gou-
vernedr y pourvoit ; provisoirement, 3 l'aide des fonds des depenses
diverses et imprévues. T ' ,

N LY 4 i

“ En cas d'insuffisance de ces fonds, il en reféreau Ministre, qui sur sa

__proposition, insctit dloffice les, depenses omises ou augmente les
allocations.” o

16. But, although readily resorted to-for other purposes, the ample power

o« . - -thusafforded the Executive for preventing
. Not tesorted to for'T ts. T preventi

_o" sortetfoer mmlgms‘ the Local Assembly from exceeding its
prerogatives, has never been employed, to.carry out the engagements stipulated
for in the Convention of the 1st July 1861., = » _

- #7.-Perhaps brief reference to the following facts, although foreign to Immi-
Incident-exémplifying subserviency of Council grétlon-’z mayﬁn‘ot be out of place here as
General to Home Authorities. exempllfying the complete subserviency

of the Local Executive and Council General to the desires of the' Home Gov-

ernment and also the unceremonieus injistice of the latter towards British
lﬂtefest. G e e K N t. <.‘ T v

. . .18, A Telegraph Company was formed in Paris in 1889, with which the
Undet-Secretary of State for the Colonies signed a treaty granting, as might' be
expected, great advantages, including a:subsidy of 50,000 francs a year from

this Colony, without previous reference to the Council General, as legally
required. . o , e

g .
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19. The latter ratified the Treaty nevertheless, subject to the reasonable
proviso that the transfer of ‘the subsidy, then in the possession of an English
Company—the “ West India and Panama”—in return for a copious daily news
Butletin and Commercial quotations, . should take place only when the French

line between this Island and Guadeloupe would have been linked to -the
American and European cable system. : .

20. The Colonial Minister upon learning this tele’graphed to re-assemble the
Cduncil and have the proviso annulled immediately. . It was done, although, in
the medntime the ‘vote having been qulis‘fxed in the Official Gazette with the

sanction of the Executive, had ‘be_;o;hqilaw in accordance with the Senatus

Consulte of 1886, - -




Depét allowanceq also,

4
21. The French ¢ : X
textually the Buei, COTRARY furnish the news meanwhile by

. N Supplied by the English Cable Com

whose treaty with the Colony still subsists.g pany to Guade]oupe,

of Repatriation under arrangements hag been concluded

New plan of Repatriation by mail steamers, bﬁ' %le COlor}lalGMiniSter’ it Seems, with
_ the Compagnie Générale Transatlanti

whose vesse[s carry the mails between the French Islands ang Marsitil?:s,tlilrll%’

Company running steamers thence to India, '

22. A new system

23. I await the Particulars as

Ipments to pe
Particulars not yet known, des.patChe(li] annua“y' and the anangements

. . to Insure that the Indian passen e i
provided with the Proper space, food and medical R s in b

Four such

treatment that persons in thejr
et Bordeaux,”

“ Nantes .frequenftlly enfeebled state wi| require, dyr-
Ing such a voyage, [y must be, howe
ssels of the Capacity of the “ Nantes o : ol

t Bo d ”
, while it would require 4 batche rdeaux” could

t triate 6 S, eachof 1 50 adults,
Considered here a me ini 0 repatriate 60o. Here it ; i '
bodied labourers while d;r:::rc‘l)f = tnning the able. £ 1 f:on51dered,

work, ing those unfitted for that this new plan, whj]

’shipments equal but gpe per

24. The fOHOWing statements of the late and present allo
Comparison of for

p mer and the immigration service
for the Immigration servic:. present allowances )

wances, voted for

e, shew the great
retrenchments effected in, that direction,

Voted for 1885, The sum voted for 1886, although

somewhat lower thap reviously, amount-
ed to 42,234 francs for the Protective staff only. It then co}r)nprised y ’

11 Commissary ,,, we 9,746
11 Deputy Do, e 2,082
11 Writers w1800
11 Interpreters wes 4,000
Protective Staff, I Messengers Foee 720
11 Syndic at Saint Pierre ws 4,082

6 Do. inthe Chief out-districts 13,904

—————

TOTAL’ (11) 427 234
.
travelling expenses included, |

25. In addition ang for the requirements of the Depét, medical attendance

Expenses for Depo, and keep of the infirm and time-expired In.
‘ dians, a sum of 92,954 francs was granted.
Voe for 1885, The vote for 1887 was but 9,300 francs
for the Protective service ; that was reduced

to:

11 Syndic at St. Pierre including
11 francs 27-C. for travelling
expenses per diem ., ve 3,500

. 11 Do. for Port de France
Prote ctive Staff reduced,

oo 3,500
11 Writers «s 11,800
11 Interpreters we 500
9,300
26. The allowances for ¢,

e Depdt were also diminished to 12,719 francs, but
the ultimate grant had to be increased by
the Executive to 40,000 francs.

reproducing

5
27. For the current year, the sums voted.
Votes for Current year. . are :—

: irements of the
. Fr. 46,66693 for the requiremen
Depét increased. : »Dep6t4with medical attendance and,

Fr. 6,463 for the salaries of the Pro-

. e Q edto:—
Protective Staff again reduced. tective Staff now reduc

3,000
1 Syndic i 1,800
1 Writer o 720
1 Interpreter —e

- . isons
' enses 970 francs to be divided with the Inspector of Prisons,
h :Trav;g:)r;gedeitig act in the same capacity for immigration.
who is su .

i -founded motive
i retrenchments furnish a well-founded T
28. The foregoing unreasonable for reproach, as they have rendered mere}lY
nominal the Protectivl:e AgenCﬁl, qggre; s?
; i ient to cope with the annually i
. sources totally insufficien! : e to
Hosplta: ag;l rtf;eifmmigrants, Wh};se infirmities and age render them unab
. S (
ga'invﬁ‘eir living, by means of their own exertlons.

. Subject of well-grounded complaint,

tunates
llows, that numbers of these unfor
29. The deplorable consequence f:re to be found destitute and in rags, .both.
in the. country and especially in thﬁalf-lirt%-‘
' i depends upon private c )
: ly means of subsistence deper ] 4
erh.t(})‘wdn:e,s vrrgto ;?w:;sysuﬂice to prevent the more infirm among them fro
whic

Deplorable consequences that ensue.

i y ly in this Colony.
' perishing from sheer want ; a thing utterly unknown formerly

tally 1 rmit one
i ‘ are so totally inadequate to permi
30. The travelling expenses allowg;imdic > total e); &t the call? that ma{
arise from the various districts l:hrlmtlii L
hich the immigrantsvare disseminated, that it warrants the belief that the la
Zrel;xpected to come before that agent when complaints occur.

Travelling expense insufficient.

issaries of Police.
: apply to the Commissaries o
31. It may be alleged that they “E‘g’t«.tﬁgsﬂ officials have made thenlselgf es
too well known to the immigrants in" t te}::;
| : ire
nitive character, that they are generally*00 prone to re-assume, to insp
JPr;llmigrants with much confidence as Protectors,

yndi issaries of

i Indi ick should once, ow i fuctive

nofgﬁla::eg rl;f?ﬁ:tn:ng?; for natives, dealings with the immigrants, f::sl p;'lo agents

sually of reproach and trouble only. Then the POhc?]’ a:s dgﬁgishp | agents

ulso syhare largely the repugnance of the M2 Ofrs genera lyf?)f o poo,r i
?)f the immigrants, the resources intended for the relie PO

_matives of their districts. ‘

e inclose isement referrin
33. It will be observed from the inclosed 00py1 of ;hle ?ﬁleve;t;;:gli ot et th%
ion of the Police inexpedient for purposes {0 t.he;ﬁnew plan fo ‘hat the latter are direct-
of?lzlscst;::e‘:n of repatriafion, ' I.ndlan Immlgrants e registered. For
d ly to the Commissaries of Police to have the dema\d N e
eh “ apsfz)gs above given, this arrangement can hardly be ilener in"which thay
:i:c;eta}lle demands may be expected to depend upon the ma

Application to Police possible, but not likely.

~ shall be entertained. :

: t yet

: i i t the Indian labourers have not
34. It must be owned in conclusmarl (tltll?;ed the  same independence e;]toged
Present condition of able-bodied Indian rabourers. by the nat'rves, WhO pIiOfelfs tt}(l)eirregea;actioer?;
inferiors and dislike them besides as Comgetltor.s thacflliclemamd petty country
Eflsr field labour : feelings that are shared by t de natu{e pIt is nevertheless correct
Oth rities, for the most part also of ‘African _escettlh- e at least who are willing
allllat 0their condition has very much u‘nproveq, for dosfion in the number of tha’
atmd able to work, owing to the yearly increasing reduct
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native labourers that can be reckoned upon for the regular labour required for

the production of sugar, still the chief staple of the colony. They are much
sought for therefore, as more docile and

willing while generally less exacting than
the natives. They hold, however, entire independence of action in choosing the
districts they prefer as well as their employers.

35. But, when overtaken by age or sickness, matters be’comg altogether

Prejudicial alteration when aged or unwell a]tered to the lmmlgrant S dlsadvantage'

' The estates profess to be unable to support

idle hands, since the rates that rule for their products exact strict economy to

avoid loss. There then remains but the Depdt or the Communal Hospitals, the

entry to which causes always delay, great trouble and loss of time, too _frequentl?r

for no useful purpose. Afterwards a pauper’s existence with the possible resuit
of dying from hunger has to be submitted to.

These Immigrants now much sought after.

36. Yet there can be no doubt that the withdrawal of the Ind'lan labourers\

Their withdrawal very prejudicial to the colony rerr;ammg 11:1 the lsland will entail very

- serious loss in some of the now most pro-

ductive districts of the Island. This is well known to the Council Genera_tl that

favour it on that account ; the majority of that assembly being hostile to

Will therefore receive from the executive the LHE Planters for the reasons adduced 1n

feast possible favour. a former report of 1886. Nor is the Gov-

ernment ignorant, either of the ill results of such a measure, and, for that reason

and in view to save the cost it would prove, it will, I fear, not willingly favour
repatriation 1n any way.

S is. A .
yRopss - immigration to Martinique :—

Introduction during the years 1853 to 1883 ¢ 35,579
Births between 1853 and 18go 4,862

Total (XY} 30)37I
Deaths during the same period ' 13.911
Repatriations from 1858 to date ... 8,029

Total e 21,940
Remaining on the 1st January 3891 e 8,431

SAINT PIERRE, } ¥

15th May 1891.

Copy.
No. 27.
CONSULAT p’ANGLETERRE 4 LA MARTINIQUE,
ST. PIERRE,
Le 30m. Avril 1891.

MONSIEUR LE GOUVERNEUR,

, ‘ai bien regu la lettre No. 344 en date du g® courant, que vOus §n’a\(ez fait
hO_nneur de m’écrire, pour me remettre la situation numérique des 1mgn1grants

Indiens qui se trouvaient encore dans la colonie, au 31™ Decembre dernier.

D{: ce document il ressort que ces travailleurs, qui etaient au nombre de
8,812, a pareille date en 1889, comptaient encore au 1er janvier de cette année,

37. The following 1s a synopsis of Indian’

I

7

8,431 personnes des deux sexes, apres avoir tenu compte de 381 déces et de
100 naissances qui avaients, lieu, pendant le cours de 'année 18g0.

Pour obeir aux prescriptions du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale et
Royale, j'ai maintenant le devoir de renouveler, de la fagon la plus pressante,
les vives instances, déja si fréquemment et j'ai le regret d’ajouter—si vainement
tentées par ce Consulat aupres de P'Administration, en vue d'obtenir le re-
patriement des Indiens sujets Britanniques qui, aprés avoir rempli leurs contrats
de travail attendent depuis si longtemps queé la colonie s’acquitte pour le moins
de Pengagement de les repatrier, engagement stipulé dans la 9™ clause de la
convention du 1% Juillet 1861, sous la garantie du Gouvernement Frangais.

C’est 12 un sujet que j'ai cru devoir signaler & votre bienveillante attention

-des la prémitre entrevue que vous avez bien voulu m'accorder, an mois de février

dernier apres avoir été appelé au Gouvernement de la Martinique, et que, au
surplus, vous aviez promis d’examiner avec toute I'attention qu'il comportait.

Et, en effet, Monsieur le Gouverneur, votre lettre précitée 4 été suivie d’'une
communication, en date du.........mois dernier, de Monsieur le Directeur de
I'Interieur, par laquelle ce Chef &’ Administration anno que, conformément aux
instructions ministérielles et au vote du Conseil Général il avait enfin été décidé,
« de repatrier cette année des Indiens par la voie des Paquebots de la Compagnie

Général Maritime correspondant avec ceuxX des Messageries Maritimes,”

A cette conimunication &tait annexé un exemplaire d’une annonce devant
&tre placardée aux mairies de la campagpe. €t qui 4 été depuis publiée dans le
 Moniteur Officiel* de la colonie, ¢ en vue au faciliter aux Indiens libérés I’ in-

scription sur les listes de repatriement.”

Cette mesure, 3 laquelle il est & observer que I’Administration a recour -
- cette occasion pour la premitre fois, fourmit Passurance que les dispositions
du Gouvernement auront regu la publicité nécessaire ; elle permet aussi d’espé-
rer que I’ Administration songe 3 satisfaire sérieusement, reste si longtemps en

souffrance, nonobstant les reclamations réitérées de ce Consulat, de repatrier ces
travailleurs.

Et, ne me serait-il pas permis, Monsieur le Gouverneur, puisque vous n’avez
¢été nommé que de cette année aux hautes fonctions que vous occupez aujour
d’hui —et que tel est, egalement, le cas de Monsieur le Directeur de I'Intérieur—de
rappeler succintement quelques faits, d’ailleurs de date assez récente, se rattach-
ant au service de limmigration, dont il me semble qu’ il conviendrait de tenir
compte & cette occasion. '

C’est une impression qui-ressort du paragraphe de la lettre susmentionnée
de Monsieur le Directeur de I'Interieur, ou il est parle “ de faciliter aux Indiens
libérés leur repatriement.”  Cette expression préte Pinterprétation, assurément
erronnée, qu'il existe encore dans la colonie des immigrants Indiens qui
auraient encore des contrats de travail non acquittés.

1l vous sera pourtant facile de vous assurer, Monsieur le- Gouverneur, qu'il
gest écoulé plus de six ans depuis que le Conseil Général a cru devoir supprimez
dans sa session de 1884, non seulement l'immigration Indienne, mais aussi la
prime de réengagement, garantie aux immigrants avec le droit de repatriement
dans les termes les plus formels, par le 9™ article de la Convention du 1¥
Juillet 1861, dont la reproduction dans tous les contrats de travail passés dans
'Inde pour compte de la colonie, dénote assez l'importance que les parties
contractantes y attachaient. : ]

Cet article établit, en effet, que la durée de Pengagement d'un immigrant
ne pourra etre plus de cinq ans, &c. A l'expiration de ce terme tout Indien qui
aura atteint Vage de 10 ans, au moment de son départ de I'Inde aura droit & son
repatriement. S'il consent A contracter un nouvel engagement, “il aura droit 3
une prime et conservera le droit au repatriement 2 Vexpiration de ce second

_ engagement.” ‘ ,
Il est & faire remarquer, de plus, quele Décret du 13™ Février 1852 établit

non moins péremptoirement que Pimmigrant aura pendant I'année que suivra l'ex<
piration du premier contrat la faculte d'opter entre la jouissance du droit du
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: es convois de repatriement d'immigrants
_Et pour qut;lls_ “}?Elfs elﬁ r::lr?tl)ﬁoig intervalle écoulé de 1886 3 1891, 2 celu
Indlen‘s‘ a-t-il éte ”113“ e;ieg ux 7’ Clest une question qui s'impose dans la circon-
ar le *“ Nantes et 1]0r'e me permets J'insister trds-respectueusement, en raison
stance, et sur laquelle ]oissant Je ceux de ces travailleurs qui, aprés avoir épuisé
du nombre tOUIJOUfS éccronOmies __&'ils en:avaient per ama_sser,—-rg’on_t plus gueré
le,urs forces £ el:Ir’S istence qu’e la charité particuliere, qut reste impuissante en
d’autres moyens ¢ exi: o année plus considérable, de dénotiment et de misere;
face de ce flot, d’annce ose pas de mois, $3nS que—fait inconnu naguére 2 la
aMtel point qull,loﬁe;f rgmasse, soit en tille, soit a la campagne des Indiens
e, =~ . it
mgx;?lgg mourants d’inaplFlon a’bsolue ' il Géné
Les CO'mPtes'renduS des séances u;;da?xréslt?l li?::.tira suffisante des lenteurs
1'im: . P 1‘le foumis_sent pas cepen exp on ! Y
immigration, = % imigrants dans jeurs foyers. En effet, si_cette assemblée
xr,uses a repvoyel’ ec ersistance mg_fchander et 3 reduire les sommes
sest appliquée 2 hospitalisation et pour Dentretien au depdt des Indiens
demandées pour leur N0SP . on déit reconnaitre qu'il a été voté, pendant
de leur repatriement.

1, ot il est traité de

malades et impropres au travalh, " i, francs en vue
la periode sus-indiquée, un total 1 100,008 _
ancs par- téte, cette somme édt suffi 2

2 0] fl‘ .
: all’llrfs; e;?;’f (‘11: 3:.3,200 adults en sus de ceux partis par le “ Nantes

renvoyer dan - de 307 1ement, que le Conseil, a deux reprises, en
eler, egaiem="m, 7 y & €3y
et Bordeaux.” llya ﬁitl:af d}é)claré q%x’il laissait I’Administration libre de dépasser,
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. M H i e .
a;ifir: d: Pargent destiné €o premier liew yice service ’ )
P " ien d faire observer d’ajlleurs que ces dépenses, ’etant_c1a§sées
1l convxen(’;‘_t es  opligatoires,” nonts Pu étre distraites de I'emploi qui leur
ites - .

mi C! 'mitivementaffeCté sans le consentement du Chef de la Colonie, &
avait été prl e oi donne pouvoir, ai cas ol 1l'es,t1m,e msuﬂis_antc’es les
ui PZ?Crlée‘rlr(l)iges bout faire face aux dépenses obligatorres, d’y pourvoir d’office.
io . . . ,
alloca 1 v et 8 du Senatus Consulte organique du 4™ Juillet 1866 ne
- Les articles (i] te 3 coté gard ; maisil convient d’ajouter, que sl cette voie a

ou 7 {'autres services, il n'est pas 4 ma connais-
ail profit du repatriement des Indiens,

laissent -aucul b :
it suivie, & plusieurs FEPRSE g?r?ployée
it jamats t de faire enfin droit a des reclamations

’ .

sance quelle 2 été employee .
nonobsgnt son urgence puisqt il s'agissa
i bien justifiees. | |
s ] ts-de croire Monsieur le Gouverneur, qu'il n’est plus necessaire
e e e e ciiverses raisons Mises en avant pour expliquer les

ater A cette heure les ai
?:tal;?gs apportés au repatnement des immigtants. N
es attribuer & Uensuffisance des fonds du trésor
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servir au repatriement’ des immigrants

‘des fonds de reserve. . o a
. g ‘enéciaux destines ! 1

_ Ets, Eleslfonfii spr?’(:st-il pas & la conpaissance de tous que cela provient de

il ne restrait p qsont & affectes & un emp oi entiérement étranger a ce service ?

Ee fc%ue1 ’:,E:efr(x)trilmsent hné & ce virement PaF la métropole ne confirme-t-il pas les
nfin p : ir?

droits que je suis chargé de faire valoxr?ly\:_ o o ; .

‘ as utile non plus le m’appesantir sur ce qui a été

] mems::gb;ﬁ Pgéjudice"que la colonie aurait & redouter du- retrait des

Vg,en . Cette raisom, que je retrouve également dans une lettre de

ndien>. ' me paraitrait la plus justifiée, s'il

avancé relati
Gouverneur, votre prédécesseu’,

laboureurs 1
Monsieur le
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&tait possible dans la circonstance de faire état au pfe]_udxc’:e 1des 1mrr.ngralntsé
«du manque de bras dont le paysa beaucoup 2 souffrir aprés eiur avoir en eslra
la prime au réengagement dont leurs contrats semblaient devolr leur assurer
joussance.

Quoi qu'il en soit, Monsieur le Gouverneur, jose espérer t?rlcfxt gees ' l:h:rszz
considérations que je viens d’avoir honneur de vous permetiron + ) egfa o
motifs sérieux du Gouvernement Indien pour désirer €tre rensexgnge d:nr ° at(iie-
précise, par votre bienveillante entremise, au sujet du noqvgaﬁsr{}olnde despi e
ment que l'administration vieut d’ado‘pter“pour.le renvol da
grants Indiens, sujets Britanniques, encor¢ 4 la Martinique.

Il voudrait bien connaitre approximativement au moins, le nomeb;"eo nd:z
Indiens & embarquer sur chaque paquebot, le nombre de convois élul; Yon se
propose de faire partir chaque année, et enfin les dispositions prises p
a ces passagers les soins que réclame un i long voyage.

L’opportunité de ces renseignements ressort du fait qu'il restait dans la

colonie, au 31™ Decembre dernier, 8,421 Indiens.

Je serais heureux de recevoir en méme temps, Monsieur le Gouverneenutl‘, 52
confirmation de 'assurance que je me propose de d_onner au ‘Gouvernen; e
Pinde du mal fondé des bruits qui tendraient 3 faire croire 2 la calmpabnt que
'adoption du nouvel itinéraire, aurait surtout en vueé de fetarder auta}z deqse
possible le repatriement des Indiens valides, tout en fournissant une vot
débarrasser de ceux déja vieux ou paresseux.

i : as mes sentie
Je vous prie d’agréer, Monsieur le Gouverneur, 'assurance, de mes
ments tres-distingués,

W. LAWLESS,

Le Consul de Sa Majesté Britannigue.
Monsieur le Gouverneur

de la Martinique,
Port de France.

[W.F.C,]

e i it
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BriTISH CONSULATE, MARTINIQUE,
~ Saint Pierre, 18th May 1891.

Revenue.
No. 38.

The Right Honourable The Marquess of Laﬁsdowne, Viéex.-oy and Governor-General
of India.

My LoRrp,

I HAVE the honour to forward, herewith, for the information of Your Lord-

ship in:Council, a report upon the present condition of Indian immigration in this
Colony. -

2. It1eaves much to be desired, I regret to add, especially as regards the
repatriation of the Indian lahourers still resident here. '

. - 3‘. A new System fOI' that Purpose iS,no_w abouj: to be triEd, m}de'r instruc’.’
tions, it is reported, from the French Government, which is described, so o
as yet known, in the report abovementioned. by crib

4. 1 desire to be mistaken in supposing that, although, probably devised
in consequence of the recent instances of Her Majesty’s Government, it is
unlikely to be carried out to the satisfaction of Your Lordship in Council: The -
motives, upon which that supposition rests, are also enumerated in the same
report., :

5. I beg to submit, furthermore, for the consideration of Your Lordship
in Council, a copy of a letter lately addressed to His Excellency the Governor
of Martinique that deals fully with the same subject, to which I venture to direct
his very earnest attention. £ct, 1O WINCR £ AERRERE A5 AR

6. His Excellency having been but quite-recently.called to the Government
of this island, which is the case also of the present Colonial Secretary, the
expediency of the above communication will, 1 trust, be deemed commendable.

7. 1f it elicit a reply,-other than the-usual simple acknowledgment of its’
rqceipt, a copy thereof will be duly sent forward. '

T have the honour to be,
My LoORD,
Your Lordship’s very _Qbediepf,_ humble Servr;mt, |
© (sd) W.LAWLESS,

Consul.

Report on Indian Immigration to Martinique.

» i. From a statement supplied to this Consulate on the gth ultimo, from the
Immigration Department, it appears that—

Number of immigrants in the Colony on the 31st 1st=—The number of Indian immigrants
8o <cember 1550 - ' in this colony on the 315t of December last,
amounted to :— ,
8,431 of which number—
4,222 were male adults.
2,297 female adults.
, 1,011 children (males).

g go1 children (females). o
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2. On the 31st December of the previous year the general total of these
labourers in the colony numbered—

Number at corresponding date of 188, 8,712 of both sexes.

Births during 18g0. 3. The births registered during 1890 were—

100 of which—
60 were males and

40 females.
4. The deaths reported during the same period were—

381 and included—
Deaths during the same year. 254 males and

127 females.

5. This total testifies to a larger rate of mortality than during the previous
12 months when the deaths were reck_oned
. at 307 out of the 9,078 immigrants resident
in the colony on the 1st of February 1889.

6. The question of repatriation remains in a very unsatisfactory condition

o Repatriation systematically delayed by all possi. d€Spite the efforts of this (.Jonsulate.that are

¢ means. frequently renewed, especially previously to

the annual season of the Council General with little effect, I regret to add, al-

thqugh the whole of the Indian immigrants in the colony are and have long been
entitled to being sent back to India.

7. The Local Government acting all along, there can be little doubt, undqr
the sanction of the Colonial Ministry, if
: not in conformity with its actual instruc-
tions, seem bent upon detaining these labourers in the colony, after having
approved of the decision unduly come to in December 1884, by the Local
Assembly, not to grant the premjum on re-engagements to which the immi-

grants were so clearly entitled under the 9th clause of the Convention of 1st of
July 1861. .

8. This clause was reproduced on each copy of the contracts delivered to

the immigrant, upon their departure from India, a fact that denoted sufficiently
1ts importance.

9. The above decision was clearly illegal, since the Council General had no
GDecision althongh illegal approved of by Frency Fight or power to modify an Interngtlonal
overnment. Convention. It should bave been indeed
annulled by the Governor, agreeably to the 13th Article of the Decree of the
26th of July 1854, stating .—

“ Est nulle toute deliberation prise par le Conseil General, . . . . .
ou en dehors de ses attributions légales. L’annulation est prononcé
par le Gouverneur en Conseil Privé.”

Not alone was this not done, but the then Governor informed this
Consulate, as reported in a despatch No. 42, dated the 27th of May 1886,

-

Rates of mortality in excess of that of 1889.

Home Government really responsible therefor,

that this unjustifiable breach of the Convention had been approved of by the

French Colonial Office.

10. The French Government, by this breach of one of the chief stipulations
_Right of immigrants to repatriation so estab- Of a bilateral ContraCt; entltled th,e lmmi-
lished. grants, it may be argued, to claim from
that period their right to repatriation.

1. It might be, at least, hoped that under such c.ircumstances.the Colony
would have become more punctual than before, in sending back the immigrants,
as their contracts lapsed. -

13. The contrary rather has been the case. The total of the immigrants in
. The then total number of immigrants in Mar- the island on the 15t of January 1886 was
tinique. : 12,926. The numbers of those sent back
to India since then, has been 1,791 in 1886 and 879 in 3889.

3

13. At the usual annual sessions of the Council General the propriety of in-
Allowance for repatriation usually voted, but no creased activity in repatriating the immi-
shipments follow. grants is alluded to by the Executive in
proposing the vote for the purpose, generally 240,000 francs. The Council
agree to the vote, the amount of which is, however, often reduced. But, as no
Amount expended otherwise with assent of the departure follows, the ‘sum is afterwards
Executive. disposed of for other purposes. As such
alterations require the assent of the Governor it follows that the Executive
becomes really liable for the delay that is the consequence.

14. The reports of the meeting of the Local Assembly show, however, that
over 1,100,000 francs were thus voted
during the interval between December
1886, and December last, which would have sufficed, even at the high rate of
500 francs per head, to repatriate 3,600 adults, in lieu of the 674 forwarded
by the  Nantes et Bordeaux.”

Total votes sufficient for returning 3,600 adults,

15. If any further proof be required to prove that the Government alone is
" responsible for the delay that has occurred
in repatriating the immigrants, it is fur-
nished by the fact that the charges, in connection with the immigration service,
and particularly those for repatriation, are by law classed among those denom-
inated ‘‘ Obligatory Expenditure,” by the 7th clause of the ““Senatus Consulte

Organique” of the 11th of August 1886. The 8th clause completes that just
quoted in these terms :—

Repatriation expenses obligatory.

“Si les depenses obligatoires ont été omises (au Budget) ou si le Gouver-
neur en Conseil Privé estime
que les allocations, portées
pour une ou plusieurs de ces dépenses, sont insuffisantes, le Gou-

verneur y pourvoit ; provisoirement, 3 aide desfonds des depenses
diverses et imprévues.

Law on the subject.

‘“ En cas d'insuffisance de ces fonds, il en reféreau Ministre, qui sur sa

proposition, inscrit d’office les depenses omises ou augmente les
allocations.” :

16. But, although readily resorted to for other purposes, the ample power

- Not resorted to for Immigrants. thus afforded the Executive for pre\fentipg

. . the Local Assembly from exceeding its
prerogatives, has never been employed, to carry out the engagements stipulated

~ for inrthe Convention of the 1st July 1861. "

17. Perhaps brief reference to the following facts, although foreign to Immi-
Incident exemplifying subserviency of Council gratlpnz may not be out of p]ace here as
General to Home Authorities. exempllfying the complete subserviency

~of the Local Executive and Council General to the desires of the Home Gov-

ernment and also the unceremonious injustice of the latter towards British

- interest.

18. A Telegraph Company was fofmt_id in Paris in 1889, with which the
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies signed a treaty granting, as might be
expected, great advantages, including a’subsidy of 50,000 francs a year from

this Colony, without previous reference to the Council General, as legally.
required. ‘

19. The latter ratified the Treaty nevertheless, subject to the reasonable
proviso that the transfer of the subsidy, then in the possession of an English
Company—the “ West India and Panama”—in return for a copious-daily news
Bulletin and Commercial quotations, should take place only when the French

line between this Island and Guadeloupe would have been linked to the
American and European cable system.

" 20, The Colonial Minister upon learning this telegraphed to re-assemble the
Council and have the proviso annulled immediately. It was done, although, in
the meantime the vote having been published: in the Official Gazette with the
sanction of the Executive, had become law in accordance with the Senatus
Consulte of 1886. :
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21. The French Company furnish the news meanwhile by reproducing

textually the Bulletin supplied b ;
whose treaty with the COIEgylestill YS fl;iii:,glmh Cable Company to Guadeloupe,

2. .

A new system of Repatriation under arrangements has been concluded

bg t(l:le Colonial Minister, it seems, with

whose . _ the Compagnie Générale Transatlanti

anothervlf*iiselsh c(élrry the ma11§ between the French Islands and Marseill:stlci\lileci
ench Company running steamers thence to India. ,

It is reported that each batch of immigrants is not to exceed 150, for
which a freight of 300 franes per adult
will be paid. .

23. i i :
3. I await the particulars asked for as to the number of shipments to be
zles.patche% annﬁzally, and the arrangements
rovided with ‘ o insure that the Indian passengers will be
PFour ~ Xil me:t}:e proper space, food and medical treatment thaI; perét)gns in their
Four such ship equal but one per “Nantes -frequently enfeebled state will require, dur-
borne in mi ing such a voyage. It must be, howe
carty in o_;g%;h:tevgssels of the capacity of the “Nantes et Bordeaux ” c;ﬁg
o yage 620 adults, while it would require 4 batches, each of 150 adults,
peSonsidered here a means of retaining the able. to repatriate 60o. Here it is considered
bode while discarding-those unfitted for that this new Plan: while ‘3EOTdiﬂg a‘ Sem:
of Indian imm: . _ blance of more activity in the repatriati ’
: immigrants, will, in reality, permit of the prolongeglr debentiog of tﬁg

able-bodied labourers whil i ) ¢ ;
o oy SR e i s o g 1 f o Gt e

New plan of Repatriation by mail steamers.

In batches not to exceed 150 aduits.

Particulars not yet known,

24. T : S .
4- The following statements of the late and present allowances, voted for*

Comparison of former and ;i the immi i i

(o Comparison of f and present allowance migration service, shew the great

or the immigration service. * retrenchments effected in that directio%.

Tl}lle ?um,voted for 1886, although

ed to . somewhat lower than reviously, amount-
42,234 francs for the protective staff only. It then colr)nprised y ) amountr

Voted for 1886,

11 Commissary ... s 9746
11 Deputy Do, we 2,082
~ E 11 Writers v ‘.. 1;800
11 Interpreters ges 4,000 '
Protective Staff, 11 Messengers e e 730
" 11 Syndic at Saint Pierre .« 4,082

6  Do. in the Chiefout-districts 13,904

——

TOTAL e 42,234

travelling expenses included. S
25. In addition and for the requifements of the Depét,.medical .attendance

and keep of the infirm and time-expired In-

dians, a sum of 92,954 francs was granted.

Vote for 1887, The vote for 1887 was but 9,300 francs
ot for the Protective service; that was reduced

“to:
© 51 Syndic at St. Pierre including
11 francs 37-C. for travelling

Expenses for Depét,

expenses per diem ... s 3,500
- t1 Do. for Port de .France ves 31500
Protective Staff reduced. 11 Writers ' o ;111800 '
. ess anw 'L
g1 Interpreters - ... e 500
ot “}9‘,300

26. The allowances for the Depdtv-were also diminished to 12,719 francs, but
the ultimate grant had to be increased by

Depdt allowances atso, |
the Executive to 40,000 francs.

s+ o > o sbiies

S
, . 27 For the current year, the sums voted
areis=

. “Ffiz4_6,66693 for the.requirements of the
- Depbt with medical attendance ‘and,‘

Votes for Current year:

Depbt iﬁcreaséd.

Fr. 6,463 for the salaries of the Pro-

' Protective Staff again reduced: “tective Staff now reduced to:—

o . 3,000 -
1 Syndic el : L . 1,800
1 Writer “ TR we 720

1 Interpreter . e«

) s g0 francs to be divided with the Inspector of Prisons,
Travelling exPe:i:_ing Zhe same capacity for immigration. .

who is supposeé t0 X ik a well-founded '
‘ . unreasonable retrenchments furis a well-founded motive
28. The foregff?ng " for reproach, as they have rendered merely
Subjeot of well-gronndéd complaint. nominal the Protective Agency, and the
" i sent to cope with the annually increas-

. f sources totall insufficient p y .
!—losp;a,tﬁsagtfi :‘;}:;eimmigrants’ wh};se infirmities and age render them unable to
lg?ixrxheir, living, by means of their own Exertions. _

The deplorable consequence follows, that numbers of these unfortunates

29 P B are 10 be found destitute and in rags, both.

ﬁeplorable consequences that ensue: ‘ in the country and espec:al}y in the larg-

means of subsistence depends upon private charity,

e -tﬁw(;:és ‘:(},l? Z?w;;slysuﬂice to prevent the more infirm among them from
;::i‘; hisg from sheer want ; a thing utterly, unknown formerly in this Colony.

Travelling expens
Fravelit

wed are so totally inadequate to permit one
T E Syndic to attend to the calls that may
o insufficient. arise. from the various districts through
I T s : : that it warrants the belief that the latter
which the immi rants are‘dlvsse;mnated, TR . :

:rehé}::pectéd togcome before that agent when complaints occur.

, § that they may;apply to the Commissaries of Police.
31, It may be alleged tha y \Zé t%ese officials have made themselves

© Application to Police possible, but not likely- t00 well known to the immigrants S i
punitive character, that they are generally to0 prone to re-assume, to inspire the
immigrants with much confidence as Protectors.

33. It is alleged moreover that the S'yndlcs, as well as the Commissaries of
Feeling prevalent that the Indian sick should POllf_:ez nOYV limit as ﬂ}UCh as p0551ble th_en'
not share relief intended for natives. dealings with the immigrants, as productlve
usually of reproach and trouble only. Then the Police, as municipal agents .
also, share largely the repugnance of the Mag’ors generally to diminish, in favour
of the immigrants, the resources intended for the relief of the poor and sick

natives of their districts. t
33. It will be observed from the i

30- The travelling expenses allo

ncloséd copy of the advertisement referring
- :ce inexpedient f wes to the new plan for the repatriation of the
Selection of the Police inexpedient for purp * Indiag Immigrant s that the latter are direct=

of new system of repatriation. i “ :
ed to apply to the Commissaries of thce‘tq:have the demands registered. For
the reasons above given, this arrangement can hardly be deemed satisfactory,

cince the demands may be expected to depeﬂd upon the manner in which they

shall be entertained.
t be owned in conclusion that the Indian labourers have not yet

34, 1t mus - acquired the same independence enjoyed
Presentcondition of able-bodied Indian labourers. by the natives, who profess to regard them
. - ‘des as ¢ i that limit their exactions’
. dislike them, besides as competitors )
as 1nfenolf~5b3(~)fl‘1§‘ }Zelings that are shared by the native police and petty country
for field 1a ; the most part also of African descent. It is nevertheless correct
authorities, ord'tidn has. very much improved; - for those at least who are willing
th?it ,tblienrtoc(;:)rlk owing to the yearly increasing reduction in the number of the
an able . ’] - .
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native labourers that can be reckoned upon for the regular labour required for

1 i ¢ staple of the colony. They are much
the production of sugar, sill the Chfisgﬁ for therefore, as more docile and

These Immigrants now mach sought after. willing while generally less exacting than

the natives. They hold, however, entire independence of action in choosing the
districts they prefer as well as their employers.
i ltogether
/ e or sickness, matters become aitog
a5. But, when overtalen by 2g altered to the immigrant’s disadvantage.
Prejudical alteraton when aged of sawel. The estates profess to be unable to support

i i omy to
idle hands, since the rates that rule for their products éxact usrtzlci-l :;:};rtxals ythe
avoid loss. There then remains but the Depdt or the Om;nt'me o frequéntly
entry to which causes always delay, great trouble and loss oh tlhe , too frequent
for no useful purpose. Afterwards a pauper’s existence wit P
of dying from hunger has to be submitted to.

I Indian labourers

doubt that the withdrawal of the Ind! ,
36. Yet there can be 19 t remaining in the Island will entail very
Their withdrawal very prejudicial to the colony. serious loss ‘n some of the now most pro-

f : hat
ductive districts of the Island. This 1s well known to the Council General tha

. i stile to

favour it on that account ; the majority of that fais?}rxl:lz]easl:)?slgagguce 1 in

Will therefore receive from the executive the the Planters to § 1886 Nor is the Gov-
least possible favour. a former report o} .

) reason
ernment ignorant, either of the ill results of such a mefasure,nzlzd, fii)lli’nthla)lft vour
and in view to save the cost it would prove, 1t will, I fear, wHing
repatriation in any way. ) i .
37. The following 1s a Synopsis Of,lnd‘an

Syaopsis. jmmigration to Martinique :— .
. 3550

Introduction during the years 1853 to 1883 .- b 5 g 63
Births between 1853 and 18go b

Total e 30,371

13.911

Deaths during the same period - g 32 9
Repatriations from 1858 to date .- - :

Total e 21,940

RN 8)431‘

Remaining on the 1st January 1891

SAINT PIERRE, }
15th May 1891.
I
Copy-

No. 24.
' E A LA MARTINIQUE,

ST. PIERRE,

CONSULAT p'ANGLETERR
Le 30me Avril 1891.

MONSIEUR LE GOUVERNEUR,
me courant, que vous m’'avez fait
érique des_immigrants
ecembre dernier.

aient au nombre de
vier de cette année,

J’ai bien regu la lettre No. 344 en date du 9 o
'honneur de m’écrire, pour me remettre la situation D
Indiens qui se trouvaient encore dans la colonie, au 3

De ce document il ressort que Ces travail]eurs,i gqull:;
8,812, 2 pareille date en 1889, comptaient encore au

}
!

7
8,431 personnes des deux sexes, apresavoir tenu compte de 381 décés et de
100 naissances qui avaients, lieu, pendant le cours de I'année 18go.

Pour obeir aux prescriptions du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale et
Royale, j'ai maintenant le devoir de renouveler, de la fagon la plus pressante,
les vives instances, déja si fréquemment et J'ai le regret d’ajouter—si vainement
tentées par ce Consulat auprés de I’Administration, en vue d'obtenir le re-
patriement des Indiens sujets Britanniques qui, aprés avoir rempli leurs contrats
de travail attendent depuis si longtemps que la colonie s’acquitte pour le moins
de lengagement de les repatrier, engagement stipulé dans la 9™ clause de la
convention du 1¢ Juillet 1861, sous la garantie du Gouvernement Francais.

C’est 12 un sujet que j’ai cru devoir signaler & votre bienveillante attention
des la prémitre entrevue que vous avez bien voulu m'accorder, an mois de février
dernier aprés avoir été appelé au Gouvernement de la Martinique, et que, au
surplus, vous aviez promis d’examiner avec toute l'attention qu'il comportait.

Et, en effet, Monsieur le Gouverneur, votre lettre précitée 4 été suivie d’une
communication, en date du,........mois dernier, de Monsieur le Directeur de
P'Interieur, par laquelle ce Chef d’Administration anno que, conformément aux
instructions ministérielles et au vote du Conseil Général il avait enfin été décidé,
“ de repatrier cette année des Indiens par la voie des Paquebots de la Compagnie
Général Maritime correspondant avec ceux des Messageries Maritimes.” ‘

A cette communication était annexé un exemplaire d’une annonce devant
étre placardée aux mairies de la campagne, et qui A été depuis publiée dans le
* Moniteur Officiel’ de la colonie,  en vue au (}aciliter aux Indiens libérés I’ in-
scription sur les listes de repatriement.”

Cette mesure, 3 laquelle il est & observer que 'Administration a recour 3
cette occasion pour la premidre fois, fourmit l'assurance que les dispositions
du Gouvernement auront regu la publicité nécessaire; elle permet aussi d’espé-
rer que ' Administration songe 3 satisfaire sérieusement, reste si longtemps en
souffrance, nonobstant les reclamations réitérées de ce Consulat, de repatrier ces
travailleurs.

Et, ne me serait-il pas permis, Monsieur le Gouverneur, puisque vous n'avez
été nommé que de cette année aux hautes fonctions que vous occupez aujour
d’hui —et que tel est, egalement, le cas de Monsieur le Directeur de I'Intérieur—de
rappeler succintement quelques faits, d'ailleurs de date assez récente, se rattach-
ant au service de 'immigration, dont il me semble qu’ il conviendrait de tenir
compte A cette occasion.

C’est une impression qui ressort du paragraphe de la lettre susmentionnée
de Monsieur le Directeur de I'Interieur, ou il est parle * de faciliter aux Indiens
libérés leur repatriement.” Cette expression préte & interprétation, assurément
erronnée, qu'll existe encore dans la colonie des immigrants Indiens qui
auraient encore des contrats de travail non acquittés.

Il vous sera pourtant facile de vous assurer, Monsieur le Gouverneur, qu'il
s'est écoulé plus de six ans depuis que le Conseil Général a cru devoir supprimez
dans sa session de 1884, non seulement Iimmigration Indienne, mais aussi la
prime de réengagement, garantie aux immigrants avec le droit de repatriement
dans les termes les plus formels, par le 9™ article de la Convention du 1
Juillet 1861, dont la reproduction.dans tous les contrats de travail passés dans
I'Inde pour compte de la colonie, dénote assez l'importance que les parties

. contractantes y attachaient.

Cet article établit, en effet, que la durée de I'engagement d’un immigrant
ne pourra etre plus de cinq ans, &c. A l'expiration de ce terme tout Indien qui
aura atteint age de 10 ans, au moment de son départ de I'Inde aura droit 4 son
repatrifement. S’il consent A contracter un nouvel engagement, “il aura droit 3
une prime et conservera le droit au repdtriement a l'expiration de ce second
engagement.” .

I est & faire remarquer, de plus, quele Décret du 13™ Février 1852 établit
non moins péremptoirement que 'immgrant aura pendant I'année que suivra l'ex-
piration du premier contrat la faculte d’opter entre la jouissance du droit du

Y A ARt W
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repatriement et une

enfin que cette dé
e epense .

penses 0bhgatoirelg.” sera comprise dans le budget de la colonie, parmi les dé

. , .

prime équi i
quivalente aux frais de son repatriement personnel et

ate 1

Colonie &’ ,

annuler, ou mé

: m _ ]

nationale, on pouy éme de modifier les stipulations d’'une convention int
inter-

pouvait suppo
le Chet de 1a Colonie, ngf;:; de son vote & cette occasion aurait été annulé
qui déclare  nulle toute delib ement d’ailleurs aux termes du Décret de 18
attributions.” eration prise par cette assemblée en dehors del 52‘:

Cependant, i
verneurg lisgre ’d;l:g utli]: semblable n’a eu lieu! Bien mieux, Monsieur le G
bre 1885, 2 pu - uclommu.mcation a ce Consulat, en date du 28;1:' Ne -
festement ex contradic t?o: €s agissements de Iassemblée locale quoi 7ue si nani-
avaient 616 saneticanss paral\éecG :ﬁxs termes de la convention du 1¢ i]luillelt ng:
vernement métropolitain. ’

Dans de t
e]les conditi
ndm .
doute que les en ons Monsieur le Gouverneur, vous reconnaitrez sans

. gagements immi ndi
glgl;;?;m, des lors annulés d;: lt}:lqulgl('jang Ind}el:ns, residant dans la colonie, se
avorr relevé u pein Crot. ne se pourai idem
les plus favorables 3 1’:&?:5 parties A un contrat bilatérall,) d’un: g:ss g;;%q?me
restat seule engagée. partie, cette derniere, c’est-a dire l'immigrant I:](li?::

Sis main'te
nant, on e 1 . . .
ment d Xamine ce qui a éte fait, depuis lors, pour le repatrie-

e ces travai

16,055 porsorree lgzlslrs, lesquels en Decembre 188s, etaient au

dans I'Inde, on trouve e‘,{’l‘ sexes, ayant si clairement droit a e&tr O e os

prés de sept anmbe quil n'aété expedié, pendant cette lon uee rgqvgyées

205 enfants : en Sente ql;m 879 personnes des deux sexes frm ‘i o

ces Indiens, ayant é)u $t red 1889 par: le vapeur “ Nantes e,t I;3ox'dlea,esq’?e”es

lieu, ou il est avéré que len dr.e pour s'embarguer prés de quatre moisux’ uef
que les dispositions prises our leur logement laissaienaiuta(t:lteé.

désirer, b
’ » beaucoup d’entr

u e eux, a . , 3
pu attendre le moment dy déf)arlzrés avoir épuisé leurs faibles économies, n’ont

Il'y a encor ;
; e & ajo
Indiens adultes, au n jouter que le terme moyen du séjour dans la colonie des

et Bor \€s, au nombre de 6 : i
deaux,” s’est éleyé A 12.857;,“;21:5posam le convoi repatrie par le ‘“ Nantes

Il est dém
I Administrati ontré, cependant K
ration & ce C , par les listes d’'embarqueme is
lr{eprese_ntauent les somn?:ss ‘(]i]:,it’ apreg le départ de ce bé.tim(zznt :é lremlaefs pa}r
al, qui seraient, ¢’ €posées par les 196 adultes en des,ti(}]atioi’sgg rKagrciS

’ g a rés a
établisseme prés ces mémeg ' Ii !
nt pour sauvegarder leuf." g;sot::;nli?s seuls qui eussent 4 recourir a cet

Le pécul
B € de ces 1 : .
» m .
;:)éome,,ne dépasserait dgo6n o rg;g]rants, apr®s un séjour aussi prolongé dans la
mé?nt bien malgre, surtout s a moyenne de 74 francs par téte, chiffre assure-
es travailleurs ailleyrs, on le rapproche des résultats obtenus, par ces
1

Peut-on ’ .

. pour 'expligu .

du ¢ Nantes et Bordegu)?,,e;,n {aére état du séjour de quatre mois que les passagers

ment ?A Mais, il ne dépen daitﬁfanre au chef lieu, & attendre leur embargue-

3’3‘5 meme avéré aujourd’hui Pas de ces malheureux de I'éviter! Et n’elt-il
épt, quil leur a fallu comblay Pinsuffisance de la nouviture fournie

:ln‘oyen§? I\{’CSt'“ pas aussi dem ler,-. qui les a forcés 2 recourir & leurs pro r?al;

églsxligr’les d'abord ‘pour partir nsOl:;) riété publique que beaucoup, parmi les fndfeﬂs
uisées, retourn IT sur ce navire : .

départ ? € aux propriétés oy jls étaient znmtp&‘;;sneeimzxiurs o 1o

' uer ainsi le
Ce ne sont d

i nt pas du reste
tion de leur séjour au chef liellis seuls fAcheux résultats causes par la prolonga-

Ne faut-il ‘

. -l pas en eff :

;:;;:tn ]_el'lx dans le cours eéu)' rapporter les affections qui se sont manifestées

o 2:1 ités qui ont provoque de | voyage, donnant lieu a de tres; nombreusels

tho ti ontl ad’ministration localea past du Gouvernement de l’Inde,, des réclama-
us cas d’etre rappelées ici ?aura-eu sans doute connaissance, et qui méritent

»

Indiens a-t A
par le “ Nantes et Borde€ | ots dinsis
stance, et sur quueﬂe
du nombre toujou
leurs forces €t eurs €
d’autres moyens d’existenc® que
face de ce flol,
A tel point qulx’l ne s:: rgmasse, ;
inique; ‘lon B< AS! b
?ndg:;mg:en’lour d'inanition absoluelx,u
1

l‘immigration, n

mises a renvoé .
li u € ; 1 i i p . Y4 2

est aXP q our leut hospltalxsaqon € ‘JXoit reconnaitre qu'il a 6té voté, pendant

' au t
malades et imp opres g
1a periode 5US ge, un total 1119

envoyer dar’l’s

A 9
de repatriement d’immigrants
886 4 1891, %t.celu

- i bre des )

Et pour quels "3°2‘fs ;f, 'L?,T le long intervalle écoulé de 1
il 6té limité, P 27 Clest une question qui s

p ter trés-respectugusemgn , en TaIS0

je me o ces travailleurs qul, 2PF s avolr €p

rs cmlssa‘-\t digguxe?avaient per amasser,—-—q’ont Plus guéré

s économivy lac rité Particuliére, qui reste impuissante €n
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