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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(RevENUER SETTLEMENT, LaxD RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Mz. Crogsrory,

Reap—the following letter from W. J. H. LE FANU, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director
of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated Kuppam, 9th
August 1891, No. 87-Camp.

I am of opinion that the time has come in this district in which effect should be
given to section 15 of the Famine Code. An experienced officer, whose name I cannot
mention, as he has coupled his letter with a generous offer of assistance, writing
from Wandiwash says:—

“ It appeared to me that the signs of distress have certainly tightened. From the south-
west extremity of P’6lar taluk, all along the south, to the south-east extremity of Wandiwash the
dry crops are an utter failure, and the ryots appear to have lost heartin most cases to keep alive
the ragi plots they had planted out * **. I was struck to-day with the famished appearance of
the poor little children on their way to the kanji thotti, or Annadana chattram, as they would like
it termed in K4lahasti, and many of them have developed blains, or ¢ famine sores.”” This points
to the necessity perhaps of a change in diet.”

2. I have noticed bad cases also in Kilahasti, e.g., the dying child at Raipedu
aud the old Reddi at Aré, in which our diet was wholly unsuitable. The only
concession which is allowed in kitchen is the substitution of rice for ragi, and
even this does not meet the want of bad cases. Though there is a general complaint
that the kitchen ration is insufficient, there are many cases in which people cannot
eat the rations from sickness, and beg that, once a day, kanji' may be substituted for
the grain rations. The Code makes no provision for the sickly in kitchens, though
1t does for them in camps. I donot think that the time for camps has yet come ; but
I am certain that the time has come when some modification of the kitchen diet is
desirable. 'What this modification should be it is for a professional man to
determine. I could manage to carry outany alleviations in diet prescribed in
Wandiwash, but I despair of being able to do so in Kélahasti, where the village
officers are so churlish, the bazaarmen supply only as a favour and under pressure,
and proper superintendence is almost impossible to procure.

3. 1 consider that it is desirable that the District Surgeon should tour continually
in the affected tracts and have a free hand to make such alterations in the kitchen
diet as he may think fit on professional grounds. The step which I now recommend
is one which the Famine Code prescribes to be taken at an early period of famine
distress. The early period is, I think, already past. I view the appearance of the
well-known famine ulcer as a serious sign, well-known to all experienced Famine
officers. When they appear the physique of the people must be considerably below
par, and active steps are necessary.

ResoLuTion—dated 12th August 1891, No. 516.

Submitted for the information of Government.

2. The Collector should request the District Surgeon to pay an early visit to
the Wandiwash kitchens, and to report upon the influence of the sanctioned diet on
the condition of the recipients of relief. The District Surgeon should at the same time
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be authorised to sanction in cases demanding special treatment under medical care, the
special diet prescribed in section 189 of the Code wherever he is satisfied that suitable
arrangements can be made for its distribution. His written order’ should be given in
all cases where the issue of a special diet is sanctioned.

3. The Collector states in paragraph 2 that there is a general complaint that the
kitchen ration is insufficient, and he observes that there are many cases in which people
cannot eat the ration from sickness, and beg that once a day kanji may be subst‘ituted.
If, however, by kanji is meant ragi kanji or a kanji made of a mixture of rice and
ragi, there is no objection whatever to the sanctioned ration being issued in this form.
As regards the general sufficiency or otherwise of the ration, the Commissioner would
have been glad of the Collector’s opinion after his experience in Kélahasti. At the
kitchens visited by the Commissioner at Alageripet, Panapak and Maderpak in the
Kélahasti zemindari, the Commissioner saw ample reason to be satisfied with the condi-
tion of the people in the kitchens, and the Commissioner learns from the Collector of
Chingleput that the ragi diet has been found most beneficial in his district.

4. The famine sores witnessed by the Collector’s correspondent in Wandiwash

may have been the result of a too long exclusion from the kitchen, but it is unlikely
that they are due to full meals of ragi.

(A true Copy and Txtract.)

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASA AYYAR,
' Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
»w Collestor of North Arcot,

. W.,‘% s

Exd. W. J. Lewis.
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NOTE
Dr, Walker's r'yl'b:jer.t
30
salary is Rs,7H0 4+ Jall

allow~nce, He will apparent-

-ly lose the latter,but will

get dep. allowance of Rs.150,

it

Public Department,

/i?:llfaﬁ27»~/¥?;7szz

St )

-~ L"/& - :.«-"‘ O s
ORDER Je '

H.E,the Governor-im-6ouncil
is pleased,under the proviéions of Art,
98(a) of the C,S.R., to depute Surgeon-
-Major G,I.. Walker, Acting Civil Surgeon

Mo
Nellore, on special duty in N.Arcot Dis-
N

~trict in cornection with the distress
Pae j;:q
prevatent there,
<
2. Whie so employed,Dr, Walker will
sl
drav the maximws deputation allowance

admissible under the Article quoted
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