ORDINARY, 7§RiNTéd- SR

1

GO ,mm . /

ey X

IS

R




. 171 Juny 1891, No. 585, Pusuic.

GOVERNMENT 01" M ADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPA RTMENT.

Reap —the following papers ==
From MIR.Ry. S SRINIVASA RAGUAVAIYANGAR Avargal, Diwan
Bahadur, l{ogi.\trzn'-(jeneml of Births, Deaths and Marriages, to the Chict
Scerctary to Government, dated Madras, 29th April 1891, G. No. 222.
1 have the hovour to submit, for the orders of Government, copics of the corve-
spondence poted in the margin between
Tetter to the legistrar of the Diocese, dated the Registrar of the Diocese and myself

otk Jauuary 1391, No. 3 1-G. in regard to the omission of Clergymen of
Yol : . . N =

Le‘ttm\- f}om the lf:ﬁllhtl‘:\l'r of‘tllle Diocese, dated ¢l Chureb of Itnglund belonging to the

29th January 180T, Jo. 500 Diccese  as well as Clergymen of the

\ter to the Registrar f the Diocese 7 o B
Loﬁ;:Aopl,i{'1&;1”.1&:\-1“‘.]1‘;“-_(1}. iocese, dated (hurch of Seotland to jurnish to my

sottor fromthe Registror of the Diocese, dated office extracts from the 1"('8'"5‘01' books
Lath April 1891, No. 24. kept by them under section 37 of the

Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, in
respeet of marriages between Native Christians.

9. While extracts from the register books of Native Christian marriages have been
reccived from Roman Catholic Clergvmen under coctions 62 and 64 of the Act, none
have been roceived from either the Clergvmen of the Church of England or of the
Church of Seotland although many marriages between Native Christians must have
been solemnized by them. 1 accordingly prought the omission to the notice of the
Registrar of the Diocese and asked him to state why the extracts referred to are not
being forwarded as yequired by luw.

3. Mr. Rowlindson has stated in reply that extracts from the registers of Native
(istian marriages Lave not hitherto been furnished as .in the rules sanctioned in
1874 under the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, it is expressly stated that
returns of marriages of Native Christians were not required by Goveérnment.  He
points out that as the evid. ntial value of extracts from Uln.u'ch of Engl'and registers
is not fully admitted in this country such returns comt g m from Native Clergy in
vernacular languages would not be reliable and that {ho original registers which when
completed have to be deposited in my olfice would supply more trustworthy data for
¢ gtatistical and other purpuscs." He turther suggests that rule .No, 6, head IV of
the rules of 187t which was oxpungvd when the rules were revised in 1888 under
G.0,, dated 1oth September 1s8%, No. 902, Public, should be restored.

4. Seetions (2 and 64 before they were amended by Act VI of 1886, required
that true extracts from marriage register books of Native Christians duly authenti-
cated should be dupusiml at such places as the LO(.zal Government might direct ; and
in rule b, head 1V of the rules of 1374, it was directed that the extracts from the
registers should be deposited on the 5lst l)eccmbe‘r of _011011 year as fuuows —by
the Clergymen of the Clurch of England, mn the ()fﬁ?O of t}lc .Reglstruy of the ‘.X"Ch‘
duncumy'; and by the other (lergymen, in the oflic‘e‘ of the Senior Murriage Registrar
of Madias, Sinve the passing of Act 1V of 1880, the extracts Sh(ml(l have been
dupmitwl in the office of the Ref_:istrar_(}enoml of ‘Mudrus 1111(‘101(' 1‘1{10 4,7‘ head T of
the revised rules canctioned in G.O., duted 26th February ‘leJ, No. 189, Public.
From Mr. Rowlandson’s letter it is clear that the provisions of the law and rvles have
not been given effeet to almost from the commencement. The s.tntement in head 1V,
rule 6 of the rules of 1874 to the effect that the returns of }narrlages between Native
Chyistians were not required by Government docs not affect the present question.
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What was meant then was that returns of marriages of Native Christians need not be
forwarded to Government for {ransmission to the Secretary of State to whom returns
concerning European Christians have alone to be furnished.

5. The result is that the indexes required to be kept in this office under section 7
of Act VI of 1886 are incomplete. 1 beg, therefore, that Government wiil issue
orders for certified copies of entries in registers of marriages between Native Chri ¥ 4
being furnished to my office by Clergymen of the Church of England and (;f S Stll'ang.
through the Registrar of the Diocese. I do not quite understand M‘r Rowl C?i .
remark in regard to the doubtful evidential value of the registers kept by C1 ai son S
of the Church of England, as since in 1864 these registerz have bepen k}; ';01 "3 o
special enactment and are therefore receivable in evidence in courts of j ’pt' o el('l .
section 37 of the Evidence Act. . Justiee under

EXCLOSURES.

From M.R.Ry. S. SRINIVASA RAGIIAVAIYANGAR Avarcal, Diwan B .
General of Births, Deaths and Mariiages, to the Registr:::%af 'the“})aigcz)sz}g;dﬁ{’dR("g“(‘itr?"&
Madras, 9th January 1891, No. 11-5. adras, date

Section 64 of the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, re : .

section 62 as amended by section 3(), clause (¢) of Act VI of 18863(3920&?2132;, with section 37 and
ing marriages between Native Christians to maintain a register book a11d°t0 Sr:}' pvt_ezson solemniz-
therefrom duly authenticated in the office of the Registrar-General of l;]‘)t(iﬂ tIr)ue extracts
Marriages. 1 find that while extracts from the registers of Native Christian irths, caths and
received from Roman Catholic Clergymen, none have been received hitherto fmllrn{llige% are being
of the Churches of England and Scotland ; and consequently the indexes r()rolh ! e Clergymen
under section 7 of Act VI of 1886 are incomplete. May I request the fngg Jpafref in this offico
me whether Governmernt has issued any order in past years on this subj l;r ., d) our informing
extracts above rferred to are not being forwarded to this office by the Cl e’l‘ec and why the true
o} Eusland and Sootland who solemnize marriages botween Native Christiss, of the Churches

From F. ROWLANDSON,

Esq., Registrar of the Diocese of M i
A aths snd M;rriages, adras, to the Registrar-General

dated Madras, 29th January 1891, No. 315
1 have now the honour to reply to your letter of the 9th instant.

2. By an otder of Government dated 22nd February 1866, 1 . .
requested to instruct the Clergy to "furnish him with quzrterly’r;;?lgzgil;tl(‘il‘ll‘ Olf )thte Diocese was
riages, but it was directed that for the sake of convenience the returns for ND icate of‘ all mar-
should be kept separate from those for ¢ European” Christians r “Native” Christians

This Government order was superseded by the “rules ” of M .
say that returns of marriages between Native Christians are not reuzci}xl'e%{}i,mé*v which espressly

This rule has not been introduced into the ru}es (without da,te()l which y Government. )
force, but these rules are issued coneurrently and in the same volume witl ttx}r e apparently now in
sion of quarterly returns of baptisms and burials of *“ European O/m's(iam-l,, ‘053 f;r t_hC submis-
rules commences with the words in italics * @n addition to” and runs on ""tl and the first of such
returns required under the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 18727 & l(;\ quarterly marriage
« these returns are to include no entries in respect of Native Christian ” Und rule 4 is that
stances, 1 have not altered the practice of this coffice. 8. nder these circum-

I am not aware why the returns of baptisms and burial : -
required whilst those of European Christians are. I suPPOse?l:, ﬁifrtgsa;:rg dC}mstmns are not
alike are 1ecorded ¢ for statistical and other purposes.” euths of both races
3. The evidential value of extracts from Church of England regis
fully admitted in this country and such returns coming ingfrom riigzig:gs gi)es not_ appear to be
languages through this office t6 your office would not, I submit, be safe mat orRy, In vernacular
tion of statistics, &c. The original register books when filled have to be ser
these will supply data of as approximately a correct value as is probably t
this EOMeY~ of coll from all fthe D

"Fhe cost of collecting from all parts of the iocese thess returns f .
are ordained mini'stersfﬁ of the fh%lrch of England (now over two hundl;(c)agl ltI}ll zirrz%:f)clirgy Whlo
ing one copy in my office and o transmitting one copy t of record-
:;,cgount. 124 y g Py to your office has also to be taken into

4. T trust, therefore, that you will move the Government for th :
¢ head IV 7’ of the rules of 1874, if indeed it has ever been formally fesz?’ig)ggt:)(;nm1?1,-2?1;3 ({5 of

erial for the prepara-
ntin for record, and
0 be obtained through

\ﬂ,_

- s

" transparent clearness which is te be desired in deali
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From M.R.Ry. S. SRINIVASA RAGIAVAIYANGAR Avargal, Diwan Bahadur, Registrar-
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages, to the Registrar of the Diocese of Madras,
dated Madras, 8th April 1891, No. 157-G.

With reference to your letter, dated 29th January 1891, No. 215, I have the honour to
request that you will be good enough to favour me with information asto whether under sections
62 and 64 of the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and rule 6,vhead IV of “the rules of
March 14, 1874, true extracts fron. register books of marriages of Native Qhristians were regu-
Jarly deposited in your oflice by the Clergymen of the Church of England till the new rules came
into force in 1838,

—

Diocese of Madras, to the Registrar-

From F. ROWLANDSON, Isq., Registrar of the r
Madras, 13th April 1891, No. 24.

General of Births, Deaths and Marriages, dated

With reference to your G. No. 157 of the &th instant, I have the honour to inform you that
true extracts from register books of marriages of Native Christians were not and are not regu-
larly deposited in this oflice. Some sach returns have come.

Reference—dated 20th May 189L

This correspondence will be referred to the Right Reverend the Bishop and the
Senior Chaplain, Church of Scotland, for favour of remarks.

(Signed) J. F. PRICEL,

Chief Sccretary.

To the Right Reverend the Bishop.

,, Senior Chaplain, Church of Scotland.

Senior Chaplain, Church of Scotland, to the

Trom Rev. J. N. OGILVIE, Acting
Juted Madras, 1st June 1891, No. 23.

Chicf Sceretary to Government,

T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of L. No. 1309 ,Of 1891, dated 20th
May 1891, containing copies of correspondence between the Registrar of the Diocese
and the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths und Marriages, regarding the non-trans-
mission of the returns of marriages of Native Christians, celebrated by Clergymen of
the Churches of England and Scotland.

9. No returns of marriages between Native Christians have been received by the
Senior Chaplain; and on communicating with the Native Clergy of the church, I find
that they have not been in the habit hitherto of forwarding such returns to any
quarter.

3 A minute examination of those sections in the Indian Christian Marriage Act
(XV of 1872 aus amended by Aet VI of 1886), which are referred to by the Registrar-
General, convinees me that in this matter there has been an unintentional omission of
duty on the part of the Native Clergy of the Church of Scotland, due solely to igno-
yance of the provisions of the Act.

4. 1 would, however, respectfully submit that upon tl}is point the Act has not the
ng with the duties of a class of

men, such as the Native Clergy, who are unaccustomed to ingerpret‘ing legal enactments.
Scetion 31, which deals with the returns of European Marrages, 1 clear and definite ;
but before one can ascertain how the Native (lergy are to procecd, section 64 has to
be read together with seetion 37 and section 62, as ﬂl}l(‘ﬂ{k‘d by section 30, clause (¢)
of Act VI of 1886. Under these circumstances, I think it would be desirable that a
definite ruling should be given on the subject.

5. As, however, an omission has undoubtedly been made, I have communicated

with the Native Clergy on the subject, desiring them in future to forward their returns
of marriage quarterly to the Senior Chaplain, as directed in the Marriage Act of 1872,
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From Rev. S. MORLEY, B.a., Bishop’s Chaplain, to the Chief Sceretary to
Government, dated Ootacamund, 26th June 1591, No. 989.

With reference to Current No. 1309 of 1891, Tam desired by the Right Reverend
the Bishop to state that uniformity of practice throughout India scems verr;' destrable in
regard to the transmission of certified copies of marriages of Native Christians by the
Registrars of the Dioceses to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
But it will be seen in the enclosed letters from the Registrars of the ])iO(:CS(‘: of

{ Calcutta and Bombay that the Registrar of Calcatta does not send returns of marriages
. of Native Christians at all, such returns not being required by the Secretary of StZte

“in England ; and that the Registrar of Bombay (as it scems) sends returns of marriages

' of Native Christians if performed by Chaplains and others authorized to keep Diocesan
registers, but not otherwise. )

Hence it would appear that to require the Registrar of the Diocese of Madras
to send to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages certified copies of
all marriages of Native (Christians would not only add greatly to the labour of the
Registrar’s office, but would be different from the practice in the other Dioceses.

2. The papers under reference are herewith returned.

ENCLOSURES.

From T. A. PEARSON, Esq., Officiating Registrar of the Diocese of Caleutta, to the Registrar
of the Diocese of Madras, dated Caleutta, 16th June 1891, No. 7:385-C.

In reply to your letter of the 12th instant, I beg to inform you that returns of marriages
of Native Clristians are not sent in by this office to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages, such returns not being required by the Secretary of State in England.

* »

»* - »

omasm—

From F. Y. SMITII, Esq., Registrar of the Diocese of Bombay, to the Registrar of the Diocese
of Madras, dated Bombay, 17th June 1891, No. 100,

In reply to your letter, No. 113, of the 12th instant, T have the pleasure to inform you that
in compliance with a resolution of the Bombay Government, Ecclesiastical Department, No. 107,
of the ¢3rd November 1889, eertified copies of the guarterly returns of marriages are now
periodically sent by me, in duplicate, to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
i1 accordance with section 29 of the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, as modified by section
30 (b) of the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Aot VI of 1886.

2. The above returns are only those returns which are made by Chaplains and others
authorized to keep Diocesan registers, but they include marriages of some Native Christians.

OrpER—dated 17th July 1391, No. 585, Public.

In the opinion of Government the law on the subject is perfectly clear. Section
64 of Act XV of 1872 makes the provisions of section 62 as amended applicable to
the books kept under section 37.

9. The Right Reverend the Bishop and the Senior Chaplain, Church of Scotland,
will be requested to take the necessary steps for ensuring compliance with the provi-
ions of the law in future.

(True Extract.)

Ciief Secretary.
To the Right Reverend the Bishop.
Senior Chaplain, Chureh of Scotland.
Registrar-(}eneml of Births, Deaths and Marriages.
Registrar of the Diocese.

"

Txd. P [ Peretra.
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