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GOVERNMENT oF MADRAKN,

PUBLIC DEPART MENT.

Ruan—the following papers :—
From N. R. POGSON, Ixq., CaLEy Government Astronomer, to the Chief
Seeretary to Government, dated Meudras, 20th June 1897

I have the honour to <ubmit herewith an offieial Feport upon myself to affop
the Government correct information as to the recent management ot the Obsepyy.
tory and what T would vespectfully sugeest as the nost advantaceous conrse to he
})Ill.'/,\‘llc(l under present extraordinary eircumstances. Up to the commencement of
last month, though not in sound health, I <aw no ason to doubt that | shonld be
able to continue my duties to the end of the official year and to e out fwo mope
Astronomical volumes and one Meteorologieal. | shondd then, nost probably, have
retived on my pension to complete the reninnge works i Fngland as <o Kindly
recommended by the Madras Government in hejy (.0., No. 06, 21t Octohop
1890, Showine further how litt]e anticipation 1 had of any immediate scrions
Ulness Lhad takena house at Yerennd for thrce months intending to avail my=elf of
privilege ]c.-n'c,'g"'tting on \\'i'rh the \'(.x]umu m hand, as 1 hoped, all the more
rapidly from being relieved of the routine of office work,  On the evenmng of the
very day on which I had taken the Liouse, my very able medieal attendant, Brigade-
Sm:;_;'um I I, Drake-Brockman, came in and informed me that e felt <o uneasy as
to my condition that he intended to bring in Nuroeon Major Branfoot i consultation
with himself at 1 r.ou., on the 201, ultimo. They came and after careful examina-
tion and consultation informed me that [ was sffering from vipglent ancer i the
Itver of rapid growth, against which medical science waxs powerless and advised me
not to think of gomeg to Yercaud or to England, asif [ o tempted the lattor expecially
I should certainly not live to et there. They assured me however that, whethey
sooner or later, the end would Le paanless and thar | should retaim full PORSession
of my faculties to the last. T reecived their intimation with, T trast, manly resig-
nation and decided forthwith to put my oflicial and private affairs in ax good order
as my hricf remaining time nieht permit. Py byiof paragraphs in a local paper
appear to have misled the public and the Govermment to mmagine that I had Joft
the Obscrvatory for a time and when hetter returned to iy duties, whereas T have
never heen absent from my post from the Loy i whiel m'\: two Doctors annonneed
my impending fate. 1 hope to leave sl clear and full divections s may ounde
ny successor, 1f so disposed, 1o complere my unpublished works, Bui considering
the differences hetween works accomplished Ly Fnolish Assistants and those done
by natives of Iadia it is scarcely to e expected that the most hehly trained
individual sent out from Englond conld do this co wol] axoone experienced iy the
habits and peculiavitios of natives.

2. The individual who is most intim;lrvly acquamted with all the details and
steps of my past Tabours in the Madras ()l»sm'\'utm"\' 1= Professor (. Michie Smith,
Bose. Jeis a Fellow of the Roval Avtronomieal Nociety and of tle Roval Sovioty
of Kdinburel and has for several years past heen entrustod by the Ru)':ll Socioty
of London with a large and valuable spectroscope for researches on the Zodiueal
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« < ]1( S l(‘ [94 3 ¢ mn [ 1ract (JLl A\l ro-~
l(l(.l t]l lb h(, a undet o1e Q& couy SC 0[ tl dlnll\n < [ 1C¢ St
'

ight. 1 wmny a1 of Scotland. L would, therefore,
hzklty umler}l)l' Copeland, Astronomer R())'(Lll ()ttl f?;u‘ﬁltlltb 4 l)mfc%‘(),r G Mol
n ] . L ONOIE M2t the st < _

Ise ar soliett as rdyimg wisih O] ! "
urzently advise and sollett as my '3 D'N [ am convineed that if this were done
N : s

Smith might be nplmintod'my suecessor as e bl s if e o
}11 my nnTiand works will be (;()mpletio(l :1“\1(/' OT ) ‘{]('{ p(,)mb o it Captan
¢ i § self precedents for thus L wot ‘ 1
to finish the - Ai\ 1”1(/(&11 amatenr Astronomer and neither he, Major
: dolneers) was Sinpiy an ai st er ‘ o A
Jacob (B B g ' 1"] sautenant-General) J. . Tennant, R.1., had any
Worster, R.AL, nor Major (now lacutenar B ivate e tone
’ i ceeived training many pubiic .
of them pw\'lously peceived traming m oany | |
e
he Secretary of State will
od condition in which, 1
y long serviee of over 30

3, Lastly, T venture ‘to CXPress my )llj’»rpo “ﬂ)lld(f\lt(l

mevcifully take nto conSldel'atp? ﬂtlfzw\i’hl _{)clllmgt M

regret to Sy, 11]\11\\\}?12‘11\(16 (t)}\ (;1111;7 (]L{lill‘ltl, my numnerous (iiscgverios of n‘e\\:.plzj}n(ﬂzs
years “j}ﬂf)?tlt,i;g‘ f)()'th at Madras and 1)1‘@»\7i()11$])', surely cutitle _H“’SC(,‘[ Svu}“lo“ *3t y
{lmd \vm’(‘)nuubl)i(t):'i:lcd for to liberal consideration at the hands of the Grovernment.
eave ® d ;

F.R.A.S., F.R.S. EDIN., to the Chief

Tetter from PrOresson ¢. MICHIE SMiTH, B.sc., R0,

- rover 2d Madras
Secretary to Government, dated Madras,

: inti : ‘ou that Mr. Pogson died
1 have been asked by Mrs. Pogson to intimate to y g

< 1 T 1 1 ¢ ! ill“t(.xb
l ano 1 f 3 STIESS t() W1 ]H]l {l‘b()llt ) 1 Y
g &1110(1 tul] COMNE clour . T .
3 1lt ( A.ﬂ . t()d{l) . }IO I ! S : ‘r S L e wive ¢ ] |

((1){ 11i S (162“ ll a l(l cven SO l&te as 5 es t CY d:L} {1l ‘/01 nooI1l ]l() was [l)ltx\‘ : lb' \l. 41 (l)-l (‘4}‘1 ons
< k .Z:l ‘ 11 l l 3 T 3 6 was unanle . .y & bl ! e
al | ' (6] {1omn S ome Of[l(}ldl haners. J 11()115) 11 ]}(/ 3 « l 1 ‘ (6] (l() (: ‘( 1 ’ 1/1 ll(l > ‘ Il‘ l I(]
l (](i “lthl lL l .”l tl C ‘V“l\ Of le‘l\ril]“ \Vl'itt‘(‘]l mnms trl'll(ﬁt‘lon.\‘ ]l(‘ Lx\I)l(‘]]lL l m )b' ‘ l]l“()s

A 1 cend b 1e < ‘ ¢ o oaae) V{’ ¢ iS SUCCCSSO *tha
‘;6 )(S :1)10 A% reod l‘(l.\‘ ‘11(/ [)lll)liczltl()l\f ﬂ]ld. l]l.‘tl‘llllth v . car y - )} ||l
1S I)O.,‘Sl . Pa Sy ‘5 3 by S '% I l 1 l 1 ‘

information.
: . ! mecessary to e
Tt is, I suppos=e, quite unnecessary

ahe will be p()l'mittcd to stay in the (1)1>sex:[\t'i oy
1 C o OVOrYV 1 v (e ye settled up.
Las to be done hefore everything can ]

ven mention it, but Mrs. Pogson hopes
wory for a short fime as a good deal

——

ent of India, Revenue and Agricultural

( l ovor
g s Seeretary, tothe Governm e
From e v to the Government of Madras, dated

Department, to the Chief Sceretar
Simla, 24th June 1391,

Telegran

Government of India l'&‘/g‘l'('%t t<.) le rn t
Objection to the employment of Miss Pogson
at the Observatory peudmg future arrange
< h []
convenient to the Madras Government.

r to Govermment, to the Chief Scerctary to
June 1391,

. "m o )
arn the death of Mr. Pogson. l]\tsy' have no
on Time Ball and Meteorological work
ments, if this course is desired by and

: N .
Teleeram from Metcorologs al Repo tco .
° Government, dated Madras, 26th
] ‘ 100 o 't oy 1 ) N N
During (}()\'cl'mnont;\st1'(»114»111(‘1".\'lllno.\'.\‘, x\l(}rl'ululvugl(,fll l\(,])()lt,(‘l Indiadesired
N ¢ o Meteorolaoical Observatory at Kodatkanal,  Shall T proceed

-0 and star .
1e to ¢o and st . | rvato | Rotakanal. o
° A ‘ou any further instructions.  Please wire urgent.

forthwith or have )

am from the Chicf Secvetary to Government, to Proresson () ,\‘ll(‘llll‘]
QMITT, inse., FaAs, PR BDIN, Madray, dated Ootacamund, 26th June
1391,

No. 204, Government desives to know if vou would be willing to undertake to

{iew of the Obzervatory on a sub o fene footme pending orders of

£ ITndia or the Recretary of State.

" NP
Pelegt

carry on the du
the Government

3

[

H
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From the Chiel Sccretary to Government, 1o Propy
LS

‘ ‘ Ason Co MICHTE SMITH,
, oo ransoenan. Madras, daied Ootacianmd, 261h June 1891
v . . . N e v Lo, S . .
_ In l‘Lpl'\IIu vour e ter o the _.,;‘li mstnt, Lam divecred ¢
of Tlis kuxcelleney the Governor i Coancil in receiving o intimation which it
. . - - S i3 ;
conveys ol the aeath of My [ T
) . ‘ ’ . v o s warth peoued to the vequest
contained i the coneluding portion of vonr letter that Governmment accords with
. . . i LA N :
1)](‘:1>‘lll'<‘ the pernission sought hy Mrs. Pooson,

o express the regret

l"u'.\un.

With refercuee to vour Kind offer of assistanee anid
[ am to thank vouo vour will eve this reaches von
quirine i von will he willing vidder the conditions
to carry on the duties of the Observatory.

miformation, for which
have veceived vy teleoram en-
mentroned 1, to undertake

Telogram from Proresson COSTCHTE SMTTIL s, pana s, ¢ R.XCEDIN,, to the

‘ Jrom Puogiss AL . o FURAL RS EDIN, e
Chiel Sceretary to Government, dated Madeas, 26th June 1591,

Yo, i adlowed to do necessary work ar College, which ean e reduced. ]

SCtter
follows.

e Propregon (1 TS TIT 6 oare 1o L .
From Proresson (;; MICHTE SMI'TH, nse, FRALS, FRNEDIN,, to the Chief Seere-
tary to Government, dated Madvas, 27th June 1891,
| In (i'\'l"f“'ﬁ“m.”f ﬂlC]t(,‘log‘l';ml which Usent last night, I Lave the honour to
submit the following reply to yom f.(](}_;l‘lnl No. 204 of the 25th which did not
reach me till the afternoon of the 26tl :—
2. It is, of course, impossible for me to throw )
a temporary one and even if willimg I eonld not do it without notice. At the xame
t:mo 1 l)oh(;\'c th(,\l'f,‘ will be little diffienlty in my octtine such relief from my
College duties ag will cn,;x])]c me to carry on rhe necessary work of the Observatory.
[1 3 VZYa RIS R LA G - o[- K . . o, B . :
By the HCCESSArY W ork” I mican the coutinnance of the time service In its present
lug'l.l state of Oih(}]()ll(‘,({.)', the due supervision of the Meteorological work, and the
decl;\‘mn of such questions as may from time 1o time he veferred to the Axtronomer
by Government.  Inaddition to all thix thers is the question of
I take it, can on no account he allowed to sto
])L‘ able to carry this on quite as rapidlyv s i
I could get assistance in one divection.

ymy present appointment for

publication which,
I As far as 1 ocan judee [ would
former vears, I hope more vapidly if

3. Mr. Pog=on left all hix Astronomical worl
that I cannot say the same for his otficial corpos
duties would, at lirst, have to spend a
order.  There 1z no writer on the Obhsorvaioge S

- Staff with any knowledge of these
matters, and 1t scems to me that the ouly wav (o vet this pat right econonically
. . band Pl e
would he to place,

\ Lo lmn]wr'zn_'ili\.' at Teaston the staff an expertenced clerk. 1 feel
llt(‘Jtt‘ll(*.\‘.lf:lflnll e o neeeptine the Asrrononien) responxibilities but without any
traming Hl”f(‘ (‘“Ilfll.l(‘T of i Goverinent otfice, 1 do feel hiesitation in :1ccs'priu‘<1r
without clevienl axxistance the merely husiness <ide of the work,  Sinee the cost
of the extabhi=hmoeut would, even with thix addition, be Tess than at present this
assistance might perhaps be cranted, | g withine to tey withoae it, hut the time
spent on what can be cqualdly well done b oo elork wonld be <o muaeh taken away
from the time that could be spent on pablications,

< admirvable order, but I reoret
pondence, and any one taking up his
areat deal of time in getting that put in

Ao 1 have thouoht 16 hest to put tiis clearle at

\ at once as 1 see how much of
N ) . . iy v g e S . - . L
Mrv. Pooson’s tronbles arose from failire i th e miarter of official correspondence.
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Onper—3rd July 1891, No. 540, Public.

His Excellency the Governor in Council has learnt with deep regret the death
of the distinguished Astronomer, who has for so many years presided over the
Madras Observatory.

o The Government is pleased to accept Professor Michie Smith’s proposal
for carrying on the duties of the office rendered vacant by Mr. Pogson’s death.
Professor Michie Smith will accordingly be gazetted to officiate ag Government
Astronomer sub pro fene.  As it is most 1mportant that the publication of the late
Mr. Pogson’s obser rations should be proceeded .\\'ith and concluded as carly as
possible, arrangements will be made for deputing a clerk acquainted with office
routine to work under the (Government Astronomer as requested in para. 3 of
Professor Michie Smith’s letter dated 27th June.

3. The following telegrams will be despatched :—
To Professor Micmin Switn, Madras.

No. 422. Your proposals accepted. His Excellency appoints you to officiate
as Government Astronomer, sub pro tein.: arrangements are being made for deput-
ing an experienced clerk to work under you.

To Miss I. Poasoy, Meteorological Reporter, Madras.

No. 423. Professor Michie Smith appointed to officiate, Government Astrono-
mer. No objection your proceeding Palnis as proposed.

4. These proceedings will be reported to the Right Hon’ble the Seceretary of
State and the Government of India and a letter of condolence will be addressed
to Mrs. Pogson.

(True Extract.)
J. ¥. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Government Astronomer,
Meteorological Reporter.
Accountant General.
Revenue Department.

2
bRl

»

Lytter—to Mrs. Pogson, Madras, dated Ootacamund, Srd July 1891, No. 541,
Public.

I am directed to convey to you the sympathy and condolences of His Excel-
lency the Governor in Council in the bereavement which you have lately sustained
in the loss of your husband, and to express to you the appreciation which this
Government entertained of Mr. Pogson's unremitting labours in the cause of science
and of his astronomical discoveries during the course of thirty years spent by him
in directing the Madras Obseratory. ’

(Signed) J. I'. PRICE,
Chief Secrelary.

N
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LeTTER—to the Secretary to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural
Department, dated Ootacamund, 3rd July 1891, No. 542, Public.

With rveference to your telegram of the 24th ultimo, I am directed to enclose
tor the information of the Governor-General in Couneil, a copy of the Procecdings
of this Government of this date, No. H40, regarding the appomtment of Professor
Michic Smith to officiate as Government Astronomer, sub pro tem., pending a
decision on the correspondence now being carried on with regard to the future
establishment of Indian Meteorological Stations.

(Signed) J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.
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PUBLIC.

Lssued

Recd Enel.

G.0., &c., 3rd July 1891,
Nos. 540—542.

JULY.

Government Astronomer.

Recording with regvet the intinmtm_n of the
leath of Mr. N. R, Pogson, and divecting that
Prafosson Michie  Smith, pse, s,
Professor €. Miels h, A
ponLe Enin., be uppr»intw] to ofliciate as _—1 ,w‘u ) {im
LRLSLEDTNG > ) ‘
. coceedings o reported to the
fem., these pm(,u,dm;;s] 1)(;|‘nh l“]mcnt“”ndi“
J . State : » Gover .
Secrctary of State and the G

-

)
4
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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

LierTER—from

Tee CHIEF SECRETARY 70 THE GOVERNMENT OF
FORT ST. GEORGE,

Tue SECRETARY 10 thE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
REVENTE anD AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT,

SIR,

With reference to your telegram of the 24th ultimo, T am directed to enclose
for the information of the Governor-General in Council, a copy of the Procecdings
of this Government of this date, No. 540, regarding the appointment, of Professor
Michie Smith to Officiate as Government Astronomer, sul pro tem., pending a
decision on the correspondence now being carried on with regard to the future
establishment of Indian Meteorological Stations,

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient\Servant,

4

of e
3

Clief Secretary.

OoTACAVTUND,
3rd July 1891.

R R PN \,MAM,\MMWAW ———
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: .. ne Government i ESa to aceept Professor Michie Smith’s proposiu
| _ \ for carrying on the duties of the office rendered vacant by Mr. Porson’s death.

Professor Michie Smith will accordingly be gazetted to officiate ax Govermment
Astronomer sub pro tem. As it is most 1mportant that the publication of the late
Mr. Pogson’s observations should be proceeded with and concluded as early s
possible, arrangements will be made for deputing a clerk acquainted with office
From the Government of : routine to xyor_k un@er, the (Government Astronomer as requested 1n para. 3 o1
Fort St. George. . , Professor Michie Smith’s letter dated 27th June.

3. The following telegrams will be dQSW D> alres
,’ %Wﬁfﬂ To_Professor MICHIE SMITH,

,.,;p:ﬁﬂ’
; ‘ No. 422. Your pr()posuls accepted. His Excellency appoints you to officiate
\' ) as Government Astronomer, sub pro tem.: arrangements are being made for deput-
d ing an experienced clerk to work under you.
s ———
-, — - ,
fmaﬂpr be ) To Miss 1. Poasox, By climotogccal /{2764’{;;/ Bradrar o
/ R i
S No. 423. Professor Michie Smith appomted to oﬁ"l(nate/Government Astrono®
: { mer. No objection your proceedlnjg_}’ﬂ]ms as proposed.

Issued

Recd. Encl. : 4. These proceedings will be reported to the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of
' , Qtate and the Government of India and a letter of condolence will be addressed

l to Mrs. Pogson.
1.

|

i

§

e ' S (True Bxtract.)
Letter 3rd July 1891, No. 542.

thief Secretary.

IJULY.

- )

| To the Government Astronomer.
! ,  Meteorological Reporter.
[ ] ,,  Accountant General.

’ /gw.:ﬂac 2{/’ — /
/

s
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Intimating the death of Mr. N. R, Pogson,
\ Government Astronomer and the appointment
of Professor C. Michie Smith, B.8C., R.AS.,
v.R.5.BDIN., to officiate ir that office sub pro tem.
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A i seteorological Reporter to Goy ey
Government, dated Madras, 26th June 13vi.

. LI At ’ - . ' . »
D .uring Government Asironomer’s illness, Meteorological Reportrﬁdlaciesmed

—— /

A

/ me to go and StZ}L’I‘b a Meceorologicu‘l Obser\_fatory at Kodaikanal. Shall I proceed
forthwith or have youany further instructions. Please wire urgent.

o -/
Telegram fro}ﬂ. MICHIE SMITH, Bser, to the Chief Secretary to Government
dated Madras, 26th June 18.)1. ’

Yes, if allowed to do necessary work at College, which can be reduced. Letter

follows.

7

i

N
—_—

~rom)C. MICHIE SMITH, W Chief Secretary to Jovernment, dated
Madras, 27th June 1891.

é’/ l_n expansion. of the {elegram which I senE last night, I have the howour to
submit the following reply to your 'felegram No. 204 of the 25th which did not
reach me till the afternoon of the 26th.

2. 1t 1s, of course, impossible for me to throw up my present appointment for
a temporary one and even if willing I could not do it without notice. At the same
“time L believe there will be little difficulty in my getting such relief from m
College dutges as will enable me to carry on the necessary work of the Observator ’
By * the necessary work’ I mean the coutinuance of the time service in 1ts p[‘esei{;
high state of efficiencey, the due supervision of the Meteorological work, and the
decision of such questions as may from time to time be referred to the Astronomer
by overnment. In addition to all this there is the question of publication which
[ take it, can on no account he allowed to stop. d
be able to carry this on quite as rapldly as in former years, I hope more rapidly if
[ could get assistance 11 0ne direction.

3. Mr. Pogson left all his Astronomical work in admirable order, but I regret
that 1 cannot say the same for his official correspondence, and any one taking u > his
duties would, at first, have to spend a great deal of time in getting that })Eg i;]
order. There is no writer on the Observatory Staff with any klno\vlcTitrc of these
matters, and 1t seems to me that the only way to get this [ntt right c&n@niﬁully

I feel

\y(ml(l be to place, temporarily at least, on the staft an experienced clerk.
lHtole hesitation as to accepting the Astronomical 1‘esp<>nsil)ilities but without auy

As far as I can judgeg I would

[ 4

€

4

iy

training in the conduet of a Government oftice, I do feel bdd@Tiesitation in aceepting
f without clerical assistanceg the merely business side of the work. Mo
of the establishinent W()lll({,
assistance might pel'hnps be gl‘;mted. I amn wilhng to try withouat 1t, but the time
spent on what can be equally well done by a clerkf would be so muc’h taken aw:
from the time that could be spent on publications. Ly

4. 1 have thought 1t best to puv this clearly at once as 1 see how much of
» . N . . .
Mr. Pogson’s troubles arose from failure in the watter of oflicial correspondence

Oprn—ord July 1391, No. H10, Public.
v b
{11« Bzeelleney the Governor in Couneil bas learnt with deep regret the death
of the distinguished Astroumomer, who has for o manv vears |)1'c:<i’ni('(l over the
Madras Observatory. g

: ' Si Sinee the cost
even with this addition, be less than at prvscmrﬂn'g

)
!;
i

m———~ ..

No. 540, Pusuic.

Spp Jouy 1891,

q

Orpen—>red July 1391 No. ok, Public.
His Kxcelleney the Governor s Council has learnt with deep regret the death
of the distinguished Astronomer, who has for =o many years presided over the

Madras Observatory.

9. The Government 1S p]e:x:\'od 10 accept Professor Michie Smith’s pmpmsal
for carrying on the duties of the ofice rendered vacant by Mr. Pogson’s death.
Professor Michic Smith will accordingly be gazetted to officiate as Government
Astronomer sib pro tem As it ix niost important that the publication of the late
Mr. Pogson's observations should be pr«,»cccded with and concluded as carly as

ossible, arrangements will be mad- for deputing a clerk acquainted with office
routine to work under the Government Astronomer as requested In para. 3 of
Professor Michie Smith’s letter dated 27th June.

3. The following telegrams will be despatchod -
To Professor Micuis Sarr, Madras.
No. 422, Your proposals accepted. His [ xcelleney appoints you to officiate

as Government Astronomer, sub pro tem.: arrangements are being made for deput-
ing an experienced clerk to work under you.

To Miss 1. Poazox, Mete cological Repe o, Madias,
No. 423. Professor Michie Smith appointed o officiate. Government Astrono-
mer. No objection your proceeding Palnis as proposed.

Lt Hon'ble the Sceretary of

4. Thesc proceedings will be reported to the Rig
lence will be addressed

State and the Government of India and a letter of condo
to Mrs. Pogson.

('Urue lixtract.)

Chicr Secretary.

To the Government Astronomer.
Meteorological Reporver.
Accouniant General.
Revenne Department.

2

2

»
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reav - the following papers :—

From N. R. POGSON, Esq., oLk, Government Astronomer, to the Chief
Seeretary to Government, dated Madras, 20th Jane 1891,

I have the honour to submit herewith an ollicial report upon my=clf to afford
the Government correct information as to the recent management ot the Observa-
tory and what I would respeetfully sugeest as the most advantageous course to be
pursued under present extraordinary circumstances. Up to the commencenment of
last month, thouoh not in sound Liealth, T <aw no reason to doubt that 1 should be
able to continue my duties to the end of the oflicial yewr and to turn out two more
Astrononmieal volumes and one Meteorologieal. 1 <lhiould then, most probably, have
retired onmy pension to complete the remaining works in Fmgland as <o kindly
recommended by the Madias Government i their GLO., No. 706, 21st Octohor
1890, Showing further how lttle anticipation T had of anv immediate serious
Hness Thad takena house w Yercaud for three nionths inu-mli'ng to avail mysclf of
privilege leave, getting on with the volume in hand, as | hoped, all the more
rapidly from being velieved of the routine of office work.,  Oun the evening of the
very day on which Thad taken the house, my very able medical attendant, Brigade-
Surgeon K. . Drake-Brockman, came i and inforned me that he felt <o aneasy as
to my condition that he intended 10 hrine i Surccon Major Branfoot in consultation
with himself at 1o, on the 20th ultimo.  They ciune and after careful examina-
tion and consultation mfornied me that 1 was sufferine from virulent cancer in the
ltver of rapid growth, against which medical <cience was powerless and advised me
not to think of goimg to Yercand or to Encland, as if | tempted the latter expectally
[ should certainly not live 1o get there, They assiwred me however that, whether
sooner or later, the end would be paindess and that 1 should retain fall posgession
of my facultios to the last. [ veeeived their intimation with, [ trust, manly resig-
nation and decided forthwith to pur iy offieial and private affairs inas good order
as my brief remaining time micht permit. Two bricf paragraphs in a local paper
appear to have misled the public and the Government o imagine that | had left
the Observatory for a time and when hetter returned to my duties, whereas 1 have
never been absent from my post from the hourat wineh m‘\: two Doctors announced
my impending fate. T hope to Tenve such elear and fuil directions as may guide
my successor, if so disposed, (o complete my unpublished works.  But considering
the differences between works accomplished by Fnolish Assiztants and those done
by natives of India it s searcely to he expected that the most highly trained
individual sent out from Engeland could do this <o well as one experienced i the
habits and peculiavities of natives.

2. The individual who 1s most mtimately acquainted with all the details and
steps of my past Iabowrs i the Madras ()]15(}]'\‘;1{(.]-.\' i< Professor (. Michie Smith.
bosi eas o Fellow of the Roval Artronomical Society and of the Roval Society
of Fdinburgh and has Tor several vears past Leen entrysted by the Royai Society
of London with a large and valuable spectroscope for rescarches on the Ziodiacal
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light. I may add that he has undergone a course of aining i Pro
nomy under Dr. Copeland, Astronomer Royal of Scotlan Ao l(lmllczu As.r\m-
urgently advise and solicit as my dying wish that the “i‘d ['~) '“f()ff‘d’ t;l‘rcl'('!m-p,
Smith might be appointed my successor as [ am Cmn\'inJ(-(lx((l " tl'of (mlhfn‘ (. Michie
all my unfinished works will be completed as closely oy })‘U\‘\"}‘]L\ .1 ‘ L.I-IS were (!(me
to finish tl‘lcm. myseli. As precedents for thig | \.\,'“”‘I(lf I);)lhii( ((:bt lrll hm‘{ lived
Jacob (B. lingineers) was simply an amateur ASI’)'HH()HM‘[‘l‘m(l’ o aprain
Worster, R.A., nor Major (now LiouLenm.lt-(']‘r(,‘lun-ul) J 1:v ,l(,enn‘i']‘,‘lltllliq-w he, Major
of them previously received traming in any public or privafe ()]).\j()",\'i:/l.(‘):'.\" ad o
d Lastly, Ilventm'e o express my hope that (}e Seerctary of W ‘

mercifully take mtp_ consideration the very llllpr'ovj,i(.(i'”: “["L‘I'\ of ht,;n.(- will
regret to say, my wife and two infants will be l(—‘ff M ] COH mm} m ‘whch, T
ears without a day’s leave of any kind, my n'm/m:' s } s service of over 50
and variable stars both at Madrasan( Pl‘,GVi:)qu o ‘).“\ iseoveries of new planets
, Yssweely eutivle those ] sorvowfully

eave 8O i pI‘O id d 0] .l ) 1 1 1 t ~ b ‘
\Y% Qe ] ‘ I tO l] yer :Ll (40113](](4 'iLt,l()I’l < { $ i
l 1 L he h(l‘“(l‘ ”f t/h( '1()\'()!‘!)[[1(,‘11 .

' : ROFESSOR (. r
Letter from Proressor C. MICHIRg SMITH, 1.sc., PRAS., PR EDIN t the Chiof

, vt (Gov ’ /
. Se;retary]t()d(;m ernment, dated Madras, 23rd June 1891,
1ave been asked b 3 . L

at about 7 Ax. today. gel\{zaiﬁggiﬁ(fﬂl“to mimate to you that, My, Pogson  died
of his death and even so late as ,f . .u consclousness to within about 5 minute
. : ¢ as yesterday afternoon e Hle Lo mntes

and .t,() sign sqrne official papers. Thono-h he was unabl as able to aive directions
had mtended 1n the way of 1eaving writ?cn instr:tlwt‘i?;‘? Cl to do everybhing that he
verba]ly to me and I will be happy to render an '/‘m)g'l%t. e explained
is possible.  As regards the publications and in :)t oasanee vo
information. struments |

| tost things
his successor that
can, [ think, give full

It 1s, I suppose, quite unnecessary to even me

she will be permitted to stay in the Observatop o o but Mrs,

vy for a short time
xd up.

Pogson hopes
as a good deal

———

Telegram from the Secretary, to the Governmen of India, Re
D‘el:)artmentr, to the Chief Secretary to the G(o’v ;
Simla, 24th June 1897 )

evenue and A griculsural
ernment, of Madras, dated

i RSV :, i )

. (;pvemmont; of India regret to learn the death of Mr. P
objection to the employment of Miss Pogson on Time Byg)
at the ()})SCI‘\TLTOI"}' pending future arrangements, if t}i

. ty
convenicnce to the Madras Government.

: 0gson.  They have no
! a.nd Mepeom]ogicul work
S eourse 15 desjre by and

" . N
l'elegram from Meteorological Reporter to Governmont, o ()
Government, dated Madras, 26th June 1891,

Durine Gove b A Shron o e’ c Y . :
g Government Astroncmmer’siliness, Meteorolorienl Roporbcrm—ldi:uiv

me to go and start a Meteorolngical Observatory at Kodaikang) Shall | sred
r . < - . P . i 3 ¢ . Qe
forthwith or have you any further instructions.  Please wire urgent proceed
Telegram from the Chief Secrotar: Yo
4 e et sSecretary to Government, to Provessor ¢ MICHIR
- MICHIR

\B mr .
?;(I){ P'H, s.sc., r.r.AS., Pois. BnIN., Madras, dated Ootacamund
e . ’

No. 204, G—overnment desires to know if vou would he
carry on the duties of t]e Observatory on a sub pro te.,
the Government of India or the Secrefary of State.

v

26th June

bewilling to undertake to
footing pending orders of

l + ‘ 1 LR 8 ‘
¢ Chicf Sceretary to

—
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brom the Chiel Neeretary to Govermment, o Croressor (. MICHIE SMITH,

P A <L renpiN., dated Ootacamund, 26¢h Juane 1891,

g
RIS

Enveply to yvour letier of the 25mlinstant, Dam divected to express the regret

. e N Al N N ll’ 1 aTal 1) (N iy : 1 « 1 3 N
of ilis Kxecllency the Governor i Council in receiving vhe intihmation which jt
conveys of the deaih of Mo Pogson. Lam o say with regard to the request

g0 o L Ccour lotter that (Qover st e C Wi
contamed in the conciuding portion of your letter that Government wccords with

. . . X yore
pleasure the peraession sought by Mrs. Poason.

With reference to vour kind oifer of assistance and information, for which
[ am to thank vou, }'()11' will ere tius reaches vou have received my telegram en-
quiring if yon will be willing under the conditions mentioned in it, to undertake
to carry on the duties of the Obscrvatory.

Teleoram from Proressos C0 MTCH TR SMUDIL, soe, ponaa, FORLSCEDING, to the
Chief Sceretary io Govornment, dated Madeas, 260h June 1891,

Yes, 17 allowed to domnecessary work av College, which cau be reduced. Letter

follows.

From Provesyor G MICHTE SMITH, .50, rroas., re.s.sois., to the Chief Secre-
tary to aovermment, dated Madras, 27th June 1891,

In expansion of the teleeram whiceh | sent last nieht, I have the honour to
submit the following reply to vour 1clegram No. 204 of the 25th which did not
reach me till the afternoon of the 26th :-

2. Tt 13, of course, impos=zible for me to throw up my present appoimntment for
a temporary one and evenaf willing I couid not Jdo it withont notice. At the same
time I believe there witl be little difficulty in my cetting such relief from my
Collere duties as will enable me to carry on the necessary work of the Obsevvatory.
By ¢ the necessary work” I mean the continzance of the time =ervice in its present
high state of cﬂic'icn('u,\', the due supervision of the Meteorological work, and the
decision of sueh questions as may from time 1o time be referred to the ;\sr,mnm.nor
by Government.  In addition 1o all this there is the question of publication which.
[ take ity can on no account be allowed to stope As far as | ocan judge I .woul.d
be able to carry this on quite ax rapidly as tr former years, I hope more rapidly if
I'could get assistance in one divection.

3. Mr. Pogson lefc all his Astronomical work in admirable order, l)}lp [ rogret
that 1 cannot say the same for hisoflicial correspondence. and any one taking up hus
duties wounld, al first, have spend e evear deal of nme inogetting teat put in
order.  There is no writer oo the Dhservatory Sl with any kouowled e of ,”“N"
matters, and i scems to me that the ouly way th g s p i rleii wunmm«':‘!ﬂ.\;
would be to place, temporvarily a feazic on ihg stand an ‘c'xy.rv‘,.‘r?mu-ful :,':(j‘k. e
little hesitation as to acceptinz the Astrononieal vespomsibidio s D Wb o oy

fraining in the conduct of @ Government ofiiee, | o feel hesitanion i ace
Rl HHI(‘(" the ¢osi

IR

without, clerieal assistane . vonreiv basiness side of the work. 3
i~ addinnom, Be les o an o present s

v
PV et T b the Gine

of the establishment would, even wil
Loy
Do <o nnieh tamen away

]

assistance mizht perhaps be oranted Lanew
spent on what can b equadly well done oy ol

{

from 1he time that could he spee o priicui s,

!
Vo ia

) o mueh of

Ao 1 have thousht b0 bt n rais cleariv as e "
Moo Poeson’s tronbles arose froa folar s it mevier of olles ooy ndence.
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Orper—3rd July 1391, No. 510, Public. ?

His Excellency the Governor in Council has learnt with deep regret the deuth
of the distingunished Astronomer, who has for so many years presided over the
Madras Observatory.

2. The Government is pleased to accept Professor Michie Smith’s proposal
for carrying on the duties of the office rendered vacant by Mr. Pogson’s death
Professor Michie Smith will accordingly be gazetted to officiate ag Government
Astronomer sub pro tem  As it is most important that the publication of the late
Mr. Pogson’s observations should be proceeded with and concluded as early aé
possible, arrangements will be made for deputing a clerk acquainted with office
routine to work under the Government Astronomer as requested in para. 3 of
Professor Michie Smith’s letter dated 27th June.

3. The following telegrams will be despatched :—
To Professor Micaig Swirn, Madras.

No. 422. Your proposals accepted. His Excellency appoints you to officiate
as Government Astronomer, sub pro tem.: arrangements are being made for deput-
ing an experienced clerk to work under you.

To Miss 1. Poason, Meteorological Repotor, Madras.

No. 423. Professor Michie Smith appointed to officiate, Government, Astrono-

mer. No objection your proceeding Palnis as proposed.

4. These proceedings will be reported to the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of
State and the Government of India and a letter of condolence will be addresged
to Mrs. Pogson.

(True Extract.)

’

Chief Secretary.

To the Government Astronomer.
»»  Meteorological Reporter.
»  Accountant General.
»»  Revenue Department.
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