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employed in histerical researches.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—
From J. F. FLEET, Esq., dated Bijapur, 31st October 1890,

Asstracr.—Forwardimg copies of a review of “South Indian Chronological Tables which
appeared in the Indian Antiquary.” : _

From R. SEWELL, Esq., Collector of Bellary, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, dated Bellary, 9th March 1891, No.-817—Index. -

I have the honor to reply to your memorandum forwarding to me, for remarks,
Mr. Fleet’s criticism oh Mr. Krishnasami- Naidu’s ¢ South Indian Chronological

Tables.”
2. With one exception, the remarks of Mr. Fleet, whose authority in matters

_connected with Indian chronology I fully recognize, are favorable, though his

conclusion is not such as I can be expected to agree with. :
3. First, I will point out that his eriticism goes strongly to prove that the tables

- ought to be published for gencral use in this Presidency ; secondly, I shall show that

the tables are mostly accurate; and, lastly, I shall deal with the inaccuracies,

4. As to the first point, the object which Mr. Krishnasami Naidu and I had
mainly in view was to prepare tables which should be so simple that any one could
make use of them ; since the only other tables available for the purpose, although
excellent in their way, demand such intricate calculations as to be practicélly useless
except to the initiated. Now this point is distinctly admitted by Mr. Fleet. He
points out in his opening paragraph that the object of our work is to « give methods
and tables for converting, by a very simple process, South Indian' dates into English
and wvice versa.” Later on he writes: ¢ The process is a very plain one, consisting of
not more than five sums of very few figures in simple addition and subtraction. fb&nd
any ordinary person can use the work. " Though the book is intended specially for
use in Southern India, still that part of it which relates to the Luni Solar (alendar
will be useful all over India.” Later on he alludes to the real aim of the compiler
and editor, which is ¢ extreme simplicity and readiness of calculation.’¢4 Mr. Fleet’s
final suggestion is that no real object can be served by finady 1ssuing the tables, since
equally good approximate results can be obtgined from works already publi'she(i, viz.,
Cowasjee Patell’s and General Sir A. Cunningham’s books, Dr. Schram’s tables. Pro-
fessor K. L. Chhatre’s books and Professor Jacobi’s tables, « by any one who m’l’l take
the trouble to master them.” In this last sentence lies the key of the whole matter.
All those works require intricate calculations, and are quite unfitted for general use by
the uninitiated. It is precisely for the sake of placing the conversion of dates within
every one’s reach that the present tables have been prepared. This, I think, ought to
settle the question of publication. Our tables will be of very great use to the public,
both official and private. If very great accuracy (i.e., fractions of a day) be required,
the more complicated publications may be resorted to, but for all ordinary purposes
these tables will supply a general demand by enabling days to be henceforth calcu-
lated with rapidity and ease. If they are not published, things must remain as they
are, and I venture to assert that there are no; half-a-dozen men in the Presidency of
Madras who have ever made much use of the elaborate methods of other chronologists,
1f any doubt still remains in the mind of His Excellency the Governor in Council, I
would suggest that the opinlon of Dr. Hultzsc¢a and Mr., Rea.mlght be called for. . The
former officer’s opinion would naturally be of much weight, as he is especially
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5. As to the aceuracy of the tables, Mr. Fleet after carcful examination finds the
entrics in two out of the three columns of the table which required lengthy calculation
to be reliable, and this assurance, coming from so high an authority, s very gratifying,
since it will be in the remembrance of Goverument that full publication of the tables
had to be deliberately postponed till their accuracy could be tested. I would, however,
venture to recommend that Dr. Burgess’ opinion be taken. His address is ¢ 22, Scton
Place, Edinburgh.” 1 believe that he will declare himself satisfied, sipce I have it.per-
sonally from himself that there is little chance of thﬁc tables ever bpmg exhz}qstwcly

" tested by chronologists in Kurope. They were submitted to the l'eadmg authorities, but
a long time has elapsed without eliciting any respouse. The truth isthat those gentlemen
have no leisure for the intricate calculations required fot the testing of even a single one
of our entries, and cannot be expected to devote considerable ?'mc to the examination of
the publications of other authors, when they have their own laborious duties to attend
to. 1 may be permitted to quote from Dr. Burgess’ private letter to me, dated June
12th, 1890: ¢ L sent Schram and Jacobi, Keilhorn and Buhler, &e., copies of your
tables, but except a general expression by J acobi that they might be useful for approxi-
mate dates, I have nothing definite. Schram did not even acknowledge receipt.”
Dr. Burgess added that he had himself been working on Hindu astronomy as related
to chronology, and hoped, when he could find time, to test our tables thoroughly. 1
have, however, not heard anything definite from him subsequently, though I sent him
some information relative to the Hindu astronomical works on which the tables are
based. Dr. Burgess will not improbably express himself satisfied with Mr. Fleet’s
dictum as to.the general accuracy of the publication.

6. I pass on to the inaceuracics discovered. If you will look at the foot-note to
page 3 of the printed criticism (which I herewith return), you will sce that even the
standard works are not altogether free from inaccuracies. But it is a matter for
regrot that the table of intercalary months (Column k1, Table C) is declared to be so
replete with error. The difference is doubtless due to the caleulations having (as
stated in note 1, page 4, of the tables) been made in mean time, and not in true time.
To obviate the extreme tediousness and difficulty of recalculation, I think the best plan
will be simply to copy the entries given in Professor K. L. Chhatre’s table of inter-
calated months from Saka Samvat 1 to 2000, quoted by Mr. Fleet, since the latter
is convinced of their accuracy after several actual caleulations. If-this should meet
the approval of Government, I will try to procure a copy of the extinct Bombay
magazine, the Jnanapraswraka, in which it was published, and make the necessary
corrections. '

7. 8o corrected I venture to submit that the tables . will be of proved accuracy,
or at least sufficiently so proved to warrant their general publication,”as originally
designed. o

[ e e e

Orper—dated 15th April 1891, No. 293, Public.

As suggested by Mr. Sewell in his letter read above, Dr. Hultzsch, Dr. Burgess
and Mr. Rea will be requested to favor Government with their opinions on the merits
of the ¢ South Indian Chronological Tables.”

(True Extract.)

for Chief Secrslary.
To Dr. Burgess, 22, Seton Place,

Edinburgh (with C.L. l . S . .
., Dr. Hultz&:ch,m urgh (w1 L)y with copy of review in Indian Antiquary.”

., A. Rea, Ksq.,
Copy to R. Rewell, Ksq.
v J. . Fleet, Esq.

ixd. A Raitt ,
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