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No. - E.

Frox
gz E. C. BUCK, Kr,
Secretary to the Government of India,

To
Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY, STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

Revenue and Agricgl@ng}l)_gpartrg@:.
- - Emigration

CuapcvrTa, the 25¢h February 1891,

SIR,

I ax directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 3355—
90, dated 20th August 1800, and 75 copies of the report oa Indian immigra-
tion into the Straits Settlements during the year 1889.

92: The report was referred to the Government of Madras and a copy of the
correspondence which has taken place is enclosed for the information and con-
sideration of the Colonial Government. The Government of Incia are await-
ing, with some anxiety, the further communication promised in paragraph <
of your letter under acknowledgment on the subject of the action taken to
raise the scale of wagrs and to shorten the period of contract of Indian coolics
in the protected Native States. They gather that there is a very material
difference between the wages of the frce and indentured immigrant, and
suggest that positive measures might be justified to improve the remuneration
of the latter. They trust, therefore, that this subject may receive the consi-
deration of the Colonial Government.

3. The Government of India also apprehend that more sceure sanitary
precautions should be taken on behall of indentured coolics.  There seems
yeason to believe that the new estates In Sclangor and Sungei Ujong, freshly
cleared from forests, are unhealthy and must be so for the first few years after
they are opencd. Precautions secm, therefore, specially necessary in those
States, and I am to suggest that a special inspection of each estate or work
(including the railway), and a report on its sanitary condition, the provision
made for the housing and water-supply of coolies, and the amount of medical
attention they receive, should be made as carly as convenient by the Protector
and a medical officer, and that more detailed information on these subjects
chould be furnished in the Protector’s annual report. I am further to sugeest
that it might be desirable to pat in force the policy adopted in Assam of closing
or threatening to close the supply of coolies to estates where excessive mortality
is not or cannot be prevented.
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t. The Government of India doubt whether the plea advanced by planters
that the recruits arc physically inferior can he admitted as a valid excuse
for the scrious mortality which bas been shown to exist. It is possible no
doubt that excessive sca-sickness may result in a certain amount of prostration
on arrival in which case it would scem desirable to allow an interval of at least
o week’s rost after disembarkation. But it appears to be a fact that coolics of
a similar class and physique who proceed to other colonics are not exceptionally
subject to sickness MEmortality. ]

Vinally, the Government of India are of opinion that, as suggested by the
Collector of Tanjore in the correspondence appended to this letter, the Proteetor
should be required to furnish quarterly a table of prices to be hung up at the
depot.

1 have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,

E. C. BUCK,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Cory forwarded to the Government of Madras for information, with
refercnce to the Chief Secretary’s letter No. 30, dated 10th January 1891.

By order,

g e %l
/lLLtk'? (o ot T C€Ce ;’//"L"

Under-Secretary to the Government of India.
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4. The Government of India doubt whother the plea advanced by planters
that the recruits are physically aferior can be admitted as a valid excuse
for the scrious mortality which has been shown to oxist. It is possible no
doubt that excessive sea-sickness may result in a certain amount of prostration
on arrival in which case it would seem desirable to allow an interval of at least
q, week’s rest after disembarkation; DBut it appears to be a fact that coolics of
a similar class and physique who proceed to other colonics are not exceptionally
subject to sickness or mortality.

Finally, the Government of India are of opinion that, as suggestcd by the
Collector of Tanjore in the correspondence appended to this lctter, the Protector
should be required to furnish quarterly a table of prices to be hung up at the
depOt.

I have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,

E. C. BUCK,

Secretary to the Government of Indid.
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No. ;=3 B
Cory forwarded to the Government of Madras for information, with
refercnce to the Chict Seerctary’s letter No. 30, dated 10th January 1691

By order,
J. W. b MUIR-MACKENZIE,
Under-Secretary to the Government of India.
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Frou
gz B. C. BUCK, KT,
Secretary to the Government of India,

To
Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY, STRAITS SETILEMENTS.

Revenue and Agricultural Department.
ad griculturas e e
Emigration.

CarouTTd, the 25thFebruary 1891.

SIR,

T aM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 3355—
90, dated 20th August 1890, and 75 copies of the report on Indian immigra-
tion into the Straits Settlements during the year 1889.

9. The report was referred to the Government of Madras and a copy of the
correspondence which has taken place is enclosed for the information and con-
sideration of the Colonial Government. The Government of Incia are await-
ing, with some anxiety, tho further communication promised in paragraph &
of your letter under acknowledgment on the subject of the action taken to
raisc the seale of wages and to shorten the period of contract of Indian coolics
in the protected Native States. They gather that there is a very material
difference between the wages of the free and indentured immigrant, and
suggest that positive measures might be justified to improve the remuncration
of the latter. They trust, therefore, that this subject may receive the consi-
deration of the Colonial Government.

3. The Government of India also appréhend that more secure sanitary
precautions should be taken on behalf of indentured coolies. There scems
reason to believe that the new estates in Sclangor and Sungei Ujong, freshly
cleared from fovests, are unhealthy and must be so for the first few years after
they arc opencd. Precautions seem, thereforc, specially necessary in those
States, and I am to suggest that a special inspection of each estate or work
(including the railway), and a report on its sanitary condition, the provision
made for the housing and water-supply of coolies, and the amount of medical
attention they receive, should be made as carly as convenient by the Protector
and a medical officer, and that more detailed information on these subjects
should be furnished in the Protector’s annual report. I am furthier to sugaest
that it might be desirable to put in force the policy adopted in Assam of closing
or threatening to close the supply of coolies to estates where excessive mortality
is not or cannot be prevented. )
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4. The Government of India doubt whether the plea advanced by planters
that the rccruits are physically inferior can be admitted as a valid excuse
for the scrious mortality which has been chown to cxist. It is possible no
doubt that excessive sea-sickness may result in a certain amount of prostration
on arrival in which case it would seem desirable to allow an interval of at least
o weelk’s rest after disembarkation. But it appears to be o fact that coolics of
o similar class and physique who proceed to other colonics are not exceptionally
subject to sickness or mortality.

Finally, the Government of India are of opinion that, as sugeested by the
Collector of Tanjore in the correspondence appendcd to this lctter, the Protector
should be required to furnish quarterly a table of prices to be hung up at the
depOt.

1 have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,

L. C. BUCK,
Secretary to the Government of Indid.

e

No. 1—4123 E.
Cory forwarded to the Government of Madras for information, with
reference to the Chief Secretary’s letter No. 30, dated 10th January 1891.

By order,
J. W. L. MUIR-MACKENZIE,
Under-Secretary to the Government of India.
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No. 5 E.
Frox A
Sir E. C. BUCK, Kr,
Secretary to the Government of India,
To

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY, STRAITS SETILEMENTS.

Revenue and Agriculgg;z}l Department.
Emigration.

Carcvrra, the 25th February 1891.

SIR,
I 4 directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 8355—

90, dated 20th August 1890, and 75 copies of the report on Indian immigra-
tion into the Straits Scttlements during the year 1889,

2: The report was referred to the Government of Madras and a copy of the
correspondcnce which has taken place is enclosed for the information and con-
sideration of the Colonial Governmeni. The Government of Incin are await-
ing, with some anxiety, the further communication promised in paragraph -k
of your letter under acknowledgment on the subject of the action taken to
raise the scale of wages and to shorten the period of contract of Indian coolies
in the protected Native States, They gather that there is a very material
difference between the wages of the free and indentured immigrant, and
suggest that positive measuves might he justified to improve the 1'01;1111101‘ati\')11
of the latter. They trust, therefore, that this subject may reeeive the consi-
deration of the Colonial Government.

3. The Government of India also apprehend that more secure sanitary
precautions should be taken on hehall of indentured coolies. There seems
rcason to believe that the new estates in Sclangor and Sungei Ujong, freshly
cleared from fovests, are unhealthy and must be so for the first few years at'te.r
they are opened. Precautions seem, therefore, speetally necessary in those
States, and 11[ am tlo suggest that a special inspection of each estate or work
(including the railway), and a veport on its sanitarv conditi > provisi
made for the housing and water-supply of coolies, :u.‘id thnd;txllfl):)l:uﬁ;lt)fp;?;llsiiiill
attention they receive, should be made as carly as convenient by the l’rotectjm‘
and a medical officer, and that more detailed information on ’those subjects
should be furnished in the Protector’s annual report. I am further to suooesg
that it might be desirable to pat in Toree the policy adopted in Assam of cli:inﬂ'
or threatening to close the supply of coolies to estates \\.'hcrc exeessive mortalit:

ot e e 1vivmt T v trmas bl ]
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L. The Government of India doubt whether the plea advanced by planters
that the I‘szl‘LlitS are physically infopior can be admitted as a valig cxcuse
for the serious mortality which Las been shown to exist. It is possible no
(loubt‘tllat.excessive sea-sicknesg may result in a certain amount of prostration
on arm:'al 1 which case jt would seca desirable to allow an interval of at least
a n:eo.k s rest after disembarkatiop But it appears to be a fact that coolies of
a s1'mdar class and Physique who proceed to other colonics are not cxceptionally
subject to sickness or mortality,

Finally, the Government of India are of opinion that, as suggested by the
Collector of Tanjore in t1e correspondence appended to this letter, the Protector

Slhm“ltl;d be required to furnish quarterly a table of prices to be hung up at the
depot,

I have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,

E. C. BUCK, ‘
Secretary to the Government of India,

s 4T o
No. ;75 E.

Cory forwarded to the Government of Madras for information, with
reference to the Chjof Secretary’s letter No. 30, dated 10th January 1891,

By order,
J. W. P. MUIR-MACKEN ZIE,
Under-Secretary to the Government of India.
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