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1618 FeBruarY 1891, No. 429 W., Pusric Works.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General,
Accouut.

Resp—the following paper:—

From H. IRWIN, Esq., c..e., Consulting Architect to the Government of Madras,
to the Chief Fngineer, Public Works Department, dated Chepak, 6th
February 1891, No. 3339,

I bave the honor to forward a list of clocks in the several public offices, &e., kept
in order by a contractor annually employed for the purpose. The present contractor
Mr. E. 8. Dunhill, a watch and clock maker in Popham’s Broadway, has had the con-
tract for several years past, and, from inquiry, I have learned that he has generally
given satisfaction.

2. At the close of the last official year (1869-901 T received two tenders for the
work, but, as there was no appreciable differeuce between the rates tendered and those
allowed to the contractor of the past yesr and as this office had not any previous
experience in the matter, it was thought advisable to retain the same contractor on the

old rates, which he agreed to and which are as shown below :—
RS. A

77 clocks or time-pieces in Madras at Rs. 1-8-0 each per mensem 115

I clock at Government House, Guindy, at Rs. 6 per mensem ... 6

d turret clocks at St. George’s Cathedral, 8t, Andrew’s Kirk and i

St. Mary’s in the Fort, at Rs. 5 cach per mensem w15

P.
0
0

S S oo
<

———

Total per mensem ... 136 8 0

i S—————r

Total per annum .,. 1,638 0 0

——

I may observe that the contractor signs a bond and deposits Rs. 500 as security
for the due fulfilment of his contract. He is paid in two instalments at the termina-
tion of each half year.

3. On the close of the first half of the current official year, before disbursing the
first instalment to him, I addressed the several offices concerned to ascertain from
them whether the contractor had done his work well. With the following exceptions
satistactory replies were received from all :——
Military Secretary to the Right Honorable the Governor. —
Garrison Chaplain, Fort St. George.
Registrar, High Court, Appellate Side.
Examiner, Public Works Accounts.
Executive Engineer, Buckingham Canal division.

The explanation afforded by the contractor having appeared to me to be satisfac-
tory, I disbursed to him the first instalment of Rs. $19.

4. I have the honor now to inquire whether T am to continue to invite tenders,
as usual, for the pexformance of the work for the ensuing official year. The Military
Secretary to the Right Honorable the Governor considered that Messrs. Orr and Sons
should be entrusted with the conservancy of the clocks of Government House, as their
place of business is near to it.
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5. I beg to add that a great deal of unnccessary correspondence 18 thrown (t)n th;:
office in consequence of this matter, and I am not sure whether the present sy.st ‘em >
economical or more statisfactory than if each office were allowed to make 1 51 O‘Zd
arrangements for winding and repairing its clopks. 1 s}muld prgfer b[el‘n‘g res twthat
of the responsibility, but, if the system now in vogue 1s to continue, 11@}11‘16}1 [t
the contract may extend for a period of two years instead of one year on yfd‘:h . bvork
fore, as contractors have to employ an establishment for the perfor.mm?{(:;e'o t‘ b)}l )
and one year is, In my opinion, too short a period for them to retain cfficient men.

6. 1 would also suggest that the heads of departments may be as'k?(llvtot;;‘elghttﬁi
any old or worn-out clocks, which are t.'requently getting out ot ord:zl, (‘Lzo \ flmino
Garrison Chaplain or this office be authorized to ask Messrs. Orr and Sons ot(:a thaé
the clock on the steeple of St. Mary™s church in the Fort, as the contractor states
there is something radically wroug about 1t. ' ‘

7. T beg to request that early o}-d.nl-s in this matter may b(; 1ssue(i1) ‘Ff)l?ngll;rll(; g?e
tn invite tenders for the ensuing o'fhclal year should Government deerde U
present contract system should continue.

Orper—dated 16th February 1891, Nc. 429 W., Public Works.

The present system wnder which the conservancy of.clocks in the‘ V'c?l‘loufl Pltlbtlﬁi
offices at the Presidency 1s left to the Consulting Architeet will ccase at el;. 0 ot
present official year and each office will make 1ts own arrangements for winding
repairing its clocks. o X

9 The Government considers that the small saving, which 15 probabl}f (:fﬂl’igo‘i
under the present arrangemoent, is dearly purch:xsed at the cost of the time al
of the Consulting Architect and his establishment.

(True lxtract.) //1//‘/5/ [/////,Z//

0 [Ny,

Major, R.E, b o 1{))/
1 . . - P G
Under-Seey. to Gove, P-W Solgnieg B
PRTEN
o *\,‘")\&

To the Publie, &e., Departments.
,, Revenue Department.
»  Military ”
,»» Consulting Architect to Government.
,, Drivate Sccretary to 1lis Excellency the Governor.
,, Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
,, Consulting Engincer for Railways.
,, Superintending Engineer, V Circle.
,, Examiner, Public Works Accounts.
. . Railway Accounts.
,, Executive Engineer, Buckingham Canal )
(through Superintending Eugineer, II Circle).

Exd. A. D. Xavier.
Spare Copies



) V/ . \_‘

t
%/0 / < 4 ( % Z :,;" v '7 2

’) e ,'," ’.} /
& (rece (o« /’ (A1
“

¢ 2 ~
-

}

GENERAL, /
ACCOUNT, [’/ 7 /v/é P / 5 // // %
oobl, of {1%91} 3Tl aivas. —_—

PUBLIC WORKS. M(”L/Nr/é&”( Lot

Dated February, 1614, / ! /
, ;‘:»LC/'%/&"?‘#[X/ ’

- Enc’.
Reed. — —— 2§

G.0., 16th Feb. 1391, No. 429 W.
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Clocks

Passing orders regarding the conservaney
AR Teperting N
of — in the public offices at the Presidency.



	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014

