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Asaxra Cave paintings.
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No. 4714, dated Bombay Castle, the Ist December 1890.

-From—J . Nuaext, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Generul Dept.,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India.

Ix reply to Mr. Under-Secretary Muir-Mackenzie’s letter No. 115 —20-1 Arch., dated
the 28th April last, enquiring what action this Government has taken or proposes to take in
respect of the reproduction of the {llustrations of the Ajanta Cave paintings, T am directed to
state, for the information of the Government of India, that on receipt of the Despatch from
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, No. 24, dated 21st November 1889, this Government, with

30 3 the permission of the Government of India, in the Foreign
No. ;ng’ fif:&gé‘ufﬁ':'ﬁ%& letter Department,* requested the Agent to the Governor General
. in Central India, the Resident at Hyderabad, and all the Poli-

tical Agents subordinate to this Government to bring the matter to the notice of the Chiefs with-
in their respective charges, and without in any way soliciting subscriptions from these Chiefs
to ascertain whether they were willing to contribute for one or more copies of the work should
its publication be sanctioned. From the replies received it appears that 47 copies of the work
(including one copy subseribed for by His Excellency the Governor) will be taken in this Pre-
sidency and 18 by His Highness the Nizam’s Government and the Native States in Rajputana
and Central India. The total number of copics subseribed for is thus 65, or a number mate-
rially less than one-half of 150—the number which Her Majesty’s Secretary of State desired
should be subseribed for by the general publicin India—and I am, therefore, to request that you
will be so good as to move the Government of India to invite the other Local Governments,

~and through them the Political Officers subordinate to them, to induce other Chiefs and Natives

of wealth and position to subscribe for copies of the work, The general public in India

may, His Excellency in Council is of opinion, be also invited to subscribe for copies of the
publication. '
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Governmend of India Central Printing Office, ~No, 855 B, & A.~28:1-91,~470 —Redhoy,
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Circular No. 1%1 Arch.
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From
Jo W X MUIR-MACKENZIE, Esq., C.S.,

Under-Secretary to the Government of India, T 4
g ‘/K (/07 M h/// L Es s -
~ : \ ’ &n\

Revenue & Agricultural Department.
Archeology.

Curovrrd, the 26th January 1891.
SIR, '

T ax directed to invite attention to Home Department endorsement

No. 8—176-184 of 10th May 1886, with which was forwarded copy of a report

2 by Mr. Griffiths on the work of copying the paintings in the Ajanta Caves,

1884-85.

The best mode of carrying out the recommendations made by Mr. Griffiths

in paragraph 28 of his report has been under the consideration of Her Majesty’s

Secretary of State, who has consented now to the reproduction of the paintings

in England, in chromo-lithography, accompanied with suitable letter-press. His

Lordship, however, has stipulated that 150 copies of the work shall be subscribed

for in India independently of copies to be taken by the India Office on behalf

of the Imperial and Local Governments. From the accompanying extract

® No, 4714, dated the 1st December {TOM 8 letter* from the Government of Bombay it

1890, p aragraph 1. will be seen that that Government has succeeded

‘ in obtaining subscriptions for a considerable number of copiesof the work.

. The pictures, it has always been understood, are admirably reproduced, and the

collection, if published in the manner proposed, will doubtless constitute a

R volume of great interest, historical as well as artistic. Iam, therefore, to invite

. the cordial co-operation of Koo Sy A /Zaee. e € in making up the
’ necessary number of subscriptions.

I ilave the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

///LLLL 7 4(,41 Z[l{ %C/_j

Under-Secretary to the Government of India.
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