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Dated Calcutla, flze 24th January [891.

Sussecnm.

Asgs for Dr. Hultzsch’s views in connectmn with Epigraphical publi-
cations,
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Qeverament of India Central Printing (" s—=No. 528 R.(,& A, ~26-1-01,=102,—5,23, D'S,

T P

——

N

| P B " R It

,‘.‘”“"“*——-M— H

S
N
h Y -
i
’
L]
\
v

same ob]ects, and he offers, if he can be mformed as to the funds which can be
placed at his disposal, to work out with Dr, Hultzsch a scheme for the amalga-
mation of the Epigraplia and the dntiquary, :

4. Asat present advised, — e Government of India is dlsposed to consider
that, if any arrangement such as that suggested is desirable, the grant for the
limited term ending November 1892, of which after paying Dr. Burgess’s
claims R6,500 will remain, should be cancelled, and a smaller annual but
permanent contribution, in the form of a- subscrlptlon for, a limited number
of copies, should be substituted.

5. I am to ask that, with the permission of the Madras Government,
Dr. Hultzsch may be called upon to submlt ap early report on the subject.

I have the honour to be,
Sig,
Your most obedient Sei*vzint,

E. 0. BUCK,
Secretary to the Government of India.
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‘ Siz E. C. BUCK, Kr,,

Secretary to the Government of India,.

Tue SECRETARY 10 7HE GOVERNMENT o MADRAS.

Adrchaeology.

Ix fmwaldmv ‘the accompanying. copy of letters from Mr: Fleet and
(i) Dated 7th July 1890, Dr. Burgess, I am directed to state that, before
(ii) No. 163, dated 26th June 1890.  coming to a decision on the subject, the Govern-

ment of India desire to learn the views of Dr. Hultzsch on the course which
should be pursued in future in connection with -epigraphical publications, and
" to request that when -transmitting Dr. Hultzsch’s reply the Government of

Madras will favour the Government of India with their opinion.
2. A reference to paragraph 9 of Resolution' No. 2—5-60, dated 5th May.
1890, will show that the sum. set aside for epigraphical publication on the
reorganisation of the Archaeological Department last year was 84,000 a year.
The Government of India are not aware whether Dr. Hultzsch receives any
assistance from the Madras Government towards the publication of the inserip-
tions collected or deciphered by himself, but the sum above mentioned is

intended to cover all expenditure chargeable to Imperial revenues for publica. -

tions in this branch.of Archaology, and the immediate question for considera-
tion is how the grant may be utilized fo the best advantage in the interests of
Linguistic and chtorlcal Yesearch.

_ 3. During the current year the grant has been placed entirely at the dis-
posal of Dr. Burgess for the pablication of the Epigraphia Indica, a quarterly
Journal started by Dr. Burgess in 1888, which, on his retirement, he offered to
edit free of cost till completion of the first volume. IHenow asks to be allowed
to continue the publication into another volume for which he would require

R6,500.  This would involve the appropriation of the Imperial grant for one -

and-a-half years, leaving no funds to Dr. Hultzsch for any other publications.
Dr. Burgess was allowed from 1886-87 to 1889-90 a grant of R6,000 a year fo,
translations of inscriptions by Europear scholars. A considerable amount of
‘material lias accumulated in his hands, and it is to secure its publication that
his proposals are framed. ] :

"Mr. Fleet represents that the publication of the Epigraphia senouslv inter-
feres with the circulation of the Indian dntiquary, a periodical devoted to the

Carzcurra, the 24th J anuary 1891. '

2

same objects, and he offers, if he can be informed as to the funds which can be
placed at his disposal, to work out with Dr. Hultzsch a scheme for the amalga-
mation.of the Epigraphia and the dntiquary,

4. As at present advised,~—the Government of India is d1sposed to consider
that, if any arrangement such as that suggested is desirable, the grant for the
limited term ending November 1892, of which after paying Dr. Burgess’s
claims R6,500 will pemain, should be cancelled, and a smaller annual but
permanent contribution, in the form of a subscmptlon “for a limited number
of copies, should be substituted.

5. I am to ask that, with the permission of the Madras Government,
Dr Hultzsch may be called upon to submit an early report on the subject.

I have the honour to be,
S1R,
Your most obedient Servant,

E. C. BUCK,
Secretary to the Government of India.
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" FROM . ,
' Siz E. C. BUCK, Xr., ‘
Secretary to the Government of India, .

To - . 0 ' ’
: Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS.

-

Bevenue & Agricultural Dept.
Adrchaology.

C'ALC’I_JTTA; the 24th J anuary 1891,

" 8IR,

Ix forwarding the accompanying copy of letters from Mr. Fleet and

(1) Dated 7th July 1890, Dr. Burgess, I am directed to state that, before

(i) No. 163, dated 26th June 1890.  coming to a decision on the subject, the Govern-

ment of India desire to learn the views of Dr. Hultzsch on the course which

should be pursued in future in connection with epigraphical publications, and

to request that when transmitting Dr. Hultzsch’s reply the Government of
Madras will favour the Government of India with their opinion. -

2. A reference to paragraph 9 of Resolution No. 2—5- 60, dated 5th May
1890, will show that the sum set aside for epigraphical pubhcatlon on the
reorganisation of the Ar cheeological Depar tment last year was £4,000 a year
The Government of India are not aware whether Dr. Hultzsch receives any
assistance from the Madras Govérnment towards the publication of the inserip-

tions collected or deciphered by himself, but the sum above mentioned is .

jntended to cover all expenditure chargeable to Imperial revenues for publica-
tions in this branch of Archmology, and the immediate question for considera-
tion is how the grant may be utilized to the best advantage in the interests of
Linguistic and Historical research. :

3. During the current year the grant has been placed entirely at the dis-

_posal of Dr. Burgess for the publication of the Hpigraphia Indica, a quarterly

Journal started by Dr. Burgess in 1888, which, on his retirement, he offered to
edit free of cost till completion of the first volume. He now asks to be allowed
to continue the publication into another volume for which he would 1equ1re
R6,500. This would involve the appropriation of the Imperial grant for one
and-a-half years, leaving no funds to Dr, Hultzsch for any other publications.
Dr. Burgess was allowed from 1886:87 to 1869-90 a grant of £6,000 a year fo,
translations of inscriptions by Turopean scholars. A considerable amount of
material has accumulated in, his hands, and it is to secure its publication that
his proposals are framed.

My. Fleet represents that the pubhcatxon of the Epm aphia seriously inter-

feres with the circulation of the Indian dntiquary, a periodical devoted to the -
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No: 11901 Arch.

Froxm
: Sz E. C. BUCK Kr.,
Se07 etary to the Government of Imlza,

To : : . ’ _ . v
. TuE 'SECRETARY 10 THz GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS.

Revenue & A.gi‘icultural Dept.
Adrcheology.

Cazcurra, the 24th J anuary 1891.

* S1IR,

IN forwarding the aceompanying copy of letters from Mr. Fleet and

(i) Dated 7th My 1890. Dr. Burgess,.I am directed to state that, before

" (ii) No. 163, dated 26th June 18%0.  coming to a decision on the subject, the Govern-

ment of India desire to learn the views of Dr. Hultzsch on the course which

should be pulsued in future in connection-with epigraphical publications, and

to request that when transmitting Dr. Hultzsch’s reply the Govemment of
Madras will favour the Government of India with their opinion.

2. A reference to paragraph 9 of Resolution No. 2—35-60, dated 5th May

1890, will show that the sum 'set aside for epigraphical publication on the

reorganisation of the Archeological Department last year was R4,000 a year.

' The Government of India are not aware whether Dr. Hultzsch receives any

assistance from the Madras Government towards the publication of the inscrip-
tions collected or decipliered . by himself, but the sum above mentioned is

intended to cover all expenditure chargeable to Imperial revenues for publica-

tions in this branch of Archzology, and the immediate question for considera-
tion is how the grant may be utilized to the best advantage in the interests of
Linguistic and Historical research. :

8. During the current year the grant has been placed entirely at the dis-

posal of Dr, Burgess for the publication of the Epigraphia Indica, a quarterly .

Journal stalted by Dr. ‘Burgess in 1888, which, on his retirement, he offered fo

“edit free of cost till completion of the first volume. e now asks to be allowed

to continue the publication into another volume for which he would require
R6,500. This would involve the appropriation of the Imperial grant for one
and-a-half years, leaving no funds to Dr. Hultzsch for any other publications.
Dr. Burgess was allowed from 1886-87 to 1889-90 a grant of 6,000 a year fo,
translations of inscriptions by European scholars. A considerable amount .of
material has accumulated in his hands, and it is to secure its pubhcatxon that
his proposals are framed. '

‘Mr. Fleet represents that the pubhcatlon of the Epigraphia seriously inter-

" feres with the circulation of the Indian Antiguary, a periodical devoted to the
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same objects, and he oﬁefs, if he can be informed és to the funds which can be |

placed at his disposal, to work out with Dr. Hultzsch a scheme for the amalo'a-
mation of the Epigraphia and the dntiquary,
4. As at present advised,—the Government of India is disposed to consider

that, if any arrangement such as that suggested is desirable, the grant for the .

limited term ending November 1892, of which after paying Dr. Burgess’s
claims R6,500 will remain, should be .cancelled, and a smaller annual but
permanent contribution, in the form of a subscription for a limited number
of copies, should be substituted.:

5. I am to ask thaf, with the permission of the Madras Government,
Dr. Hultzsch may be called upon to submit an early report on the subject. *

I have the honour to be,
S1m,
Your most obedienﬁ Servant,

E. C. BUCK,

Secretary to the Government of India.
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Dated Calcutla, the 24th January 1891.

STBJIECT.

Asgs for Dr. Hultzsch’s views in connection with Epigraphical publi-
cations.

Geverament of India Ceatral Frinting Ofice.—No, 823 R. & A.—20-1.91,—102,~8,2J, D'S.
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N , - , - ' v : SIRE C. BUCK KT,

3 » ’ : : ' a . : ‘ ' | - Secretary to tke Government of India,

To . . '
Tare SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS.

; o - . Revenue & Agricultural Dept.
- . Archeology.

Carcurra, the 24th January 1891.
SIR,

IN forwarding the accompanying copy of letters from Mr. Fleet and
(i) Dated 7th July 1890, Dr. Burgess, I am directed to state that, before
} . ' . _ . ‘ - 1 (1) No. 163, dated 20th June 1890.  coming to a decision on the subject, the Govern:

- | ~ ‘ment of India desire to learn the views of Dr. Hultzsch on the course which
should be pursued in future in connection with epigraphical publications, and
to request that when transmitting Dr. Hultzseh’s reply the Government of -
‘ . ) - ' : : . ' R Madras will favour the Government of India with their opinion.
‘ ' 2. A reference to paragraph 9 of Resolution No. 2—5-60, dated 5th May
1890, will show that the sum set aside for epigraphical publication on the
reorganisation of the Archeeological Department last year was 4,000 a year.
The Government of India are not aware whether Dr. Hultzsch receives any
- ’ ‘ ~ : ~ assistance from the Madras Government towards the publication of the inscrip-
tions collected or deciphered by himself, but the sum above mentioned is
1ntended to cover all expendltme chargeable to Imperial revenues for publica-
tions in this branch of Alchzeolocry, and the immediate question for considera-
N ' , | tion is how the grant may be utilized to the best advantaﬂe in the inferests of
‘ : L . : _ j ' - Linguistic and Historical research.
, _
i

V&
L

. 3. During the current year the grant has been placed entirely at the dis--
- posal of Dr. Burgess for the publication of the Epigr aphia Indica, a quarterly
- Journal started by Dr. Burgess in 1888, which, on his retirement, he offered to
edit free of cost till completion of the first volume. He now asks to be allowed
. _ _ ’ to continue the publication into another volume for which he would require
) o R . 16,500. This would involve the appropriation of the Imperial grant for one
: SRS ‘ - Y and-a-half years, leaving no funds to Dr, Hultzsch for any other publications,
Dr. Burgess wag allowed from 1886-87 to 1889-90 a grant of 16,000 a year fo,
translations of inscriptions by European scholars. A considerable amount of
material has accumulated in his hands, and it is to secure its publication that _
his proposals are framed. )
Mr. Fleet represents that the publication of the Epigraphia seriously inter-
feres with'the circulation of the Indian-Antiquary, a periodical devoted to the
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same objects, and he offers, if he can be informed as to the funds which can be
placed ab his disposal, to work out with Dr. Hultzsch a scheme for the amalga-
mation of the Epigraphia and the dntiquary, :
4. As at present advised,—the Government of India is disposed to consider

that, if any arrangement such as that suggested is desirable, the grant for the
limited term ending November 1892, of which after paying Dr. Burgess’s

claims R6,600 will remain, should be cancelled, and a smallef annual but .
permanent contribution, in the form of a subscription for a limited number

of copies, should be substituted.

5. I am to ask that, with the permission of the Madras Government,
Dr. Hultzsch may be called upon to submit an early report on the subject.

1 have the honour to be,
- S,
Your most obedient Serfan-t,

E. C. BUCK,
Secretary to the Government of India.
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¢ations, ' '
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8mr E. C. BUCK, Kr., L .
*Secretary to the Government of India,

Tae SECRETARY 710-THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS.

Bevenue' & Agrienltural Dept.
Archeology.

Carcurra, the 24th January 1891.

Ix forwarding the accompanying copy of letters from Mr. Fleet and
(i) Dated 7th July 1890, Dr. Burgess, I am directed to-state that, before
(i) No. 163, dated 26th June 1890. - coming to a decision on the subject, the Govern-
ment of India desire to learn the views of Dr. Hultzsch on the course which
should be pursued in future in connection with epigraphical publications, and
to request that when transmitting Dr. Hultzsch’s reply the Government of ~
Madras will favour the Government of India with their opinion. :
9. A reference to paragraph 9 of Resolution No. 2—>5-60, dated 5th May
1890, will show that the sum set aside for epigraphical publication on the

- reorganisation of the Archzological Department last year was R4,000 a year.
' The Government of India are not aware whether Dr. Hultzseh receives any

assistance from the Madras Government towards the publication of the inserip-

‘tions collected or deciphered by himself, but’ the sum above mentioned is

intended to cover all expenditure chargeable to Imperial revenues for publica-
tions in this branch of- Archeology, and the immediate question for considera-

“tion is how the grant may be utilized to the best advantage in the interests of '

Linguistic and Historical research. :
8. During the current year the grant has been placed entirely at the dis-

“ posal of Dr. Burgess for the publication of the Epigraphia Indica, a quarterly

Journal started by Dr. Burgess in 1888, which, on his retirement, he offered to
edit free of cost.till completion of the first volume. He now asks to be allowed
to continue the publication into another volume for which he would require
R6,500. This would involve the appropriation of the Imperial grant for one
and-a-half years, leaving no funds to Dr, Hultzsch for any other publications.
Dr. Burgess was allowed from 1886-87 to 1889-90 a grant of R6,000 a year fo,

- translations of inscriptions by European scholars. A considerable amount of

material has accumulated in his hands, and it is to secure its publication that
“his proposals are framed. ‘ _ '
~ Mr. Fleet represents that the publication of the Epigraphia seriously inter-

_ feres with the circulation of the Indian Antiguary, a periodical devoted to the



i same objects, and he offers, if he can be informed as to the funds which can be
placed at his disposal, to work out with Dr. Hultzsch a scheme for the amalga-

mation of the Epigraphia and the dntiquary, _

4. As at present advised,—the Government of India is disposed to consider
that, if any arrahgement such as'that suggested is desirable, the grant for th’e
limited term ending November 1892, of which after paying Dr. Burgess’s
claims R6,500 will remain, should be cancelled, and a smaller annual but
permanent contribution, in the form of a subscription for a limited number

Dated Bijapur, Bomrbay Presidency, the 7th July 1890, .
From—J. F. Freer, Esq., C.LE,, Civil Service of India,
To—Tke Secretury to the Government of . India.

I uxpersTaND that Dr. Burgess, who held the post of Director of the -Archzological

Survey. of India, has .now retired ; and that considerable alterations have been made in the

L constitution and scope of the Department. I am greatly interested in one branch of the work

of copies, should be SubStituted; . : ) ) of the Department, viz., the collection and publication of the ancient inscriptions. 1 have

5. I am to ask that, with the permission of the Madras Government, - - been engaged in this line of researelé)fd}r the 'Iastl twenty years, during which period I held for

: ot o iect. - three and-a-half years (1883 to 1886) the special post of Epigraphist to the Government of

Dr. Hultzsch may be called upon to submit an carly rep01.t on the Suble ) India. Andin :i]dresiing you on the subject of cI()mtinning I;hbe pIx)-osecution of these important
' ' - historical researches, I venture to hope that Iy remarks may receive consideration, ’

I have the honour to be, ) i - 2. Asa preliminary, I would request a perusal‘of my letter to the Government of India,

. . ‘ : ) - No. 13, dated the 15th February 1886—a printed copy of which is annexed for reference—
S1z, _ . in which I indicated tlie nature and importance of the work in this line that had to be pro-

. vided for, the qualifications that are necessary for the proper control of it, and the only

Your most obedient Servant, g useful system of publication, in a final form, that can be adopted. '
. ' T B _ 1 .o 8. My remarks then were directed chiefly to the object of continuing the series of sepa-

E. C. BUCK, ‘ t rate volumes of the Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, in which there have been published, by

. - . ‘ General Sir Alexander Cunningham, Volume I, “the Asoka inscriptions,” and by myself

Secretary to the Government of India. - 7 Volume ITT; ¢ the Gupta inscriptions.” And I beg to draw attention specially to paragraph 7

of that letter, in which I pointed out that, without efficient management, the result*would be
to adopt, on behalf of Government, the inconvenient and inadvisable system of publishing in
joint volumes detached contributions which are only subservient to the publication of con-
nected series of inscriptions, each in its own separate volume. _ -
4 During his time of office, Dr. Burgess started—nominally in October 1888, but really,
‘by actual issue of the First Part, which bears that date, at some later time,—a miscellaneous
official journal entitled  Zpigraphia Indica and Record f the Arckaological Survey,” which
\: is advertised as including in its scope the texts and translations of inscriptions, catalogues
s of .inseriptions, notices .of treasure trove finds, coins, sanads, &e.; anthropology, Indian
; architecture, progress reports of the surveys, &ec., &e. Dr. Burgess’s name appears as the prin-
.. ) cipal editor, with four- official assistant editors. And I would remark incidentally that, in
T . ) ’ - . spite of this large staff and of the co-operation of “four European scholars in dealing with the
' o 4 f ’ epigraphical materials, nothing but inscriptions has as yet been dealt with in this journal, and
even in that line Dr. Burgess has succeeded in publishing only about two-thirds as much
matter as I, working alone, prepared during the time when I held the post of Epigraphist,
The points, however, to which I beg leave to draw attention are the following. " '
. b. Setting aside its editorial shortcomings, which are conspicuous, this journal jllustrates
most pointedly the state of things that I foresaw. It groups together a number of detached
. inscriptions, most.of -which have not the slightest connection with each other, _ And there is
. ; ) the most absolute want of uniformity in the manner in which these inscriptions are treated,
' particularly in the fact that in the first two parts some of the ‘texts have been romanised—a
system which is the only proper one in the present day—whereas in Parts 1II and IV, all
the contributors have been allowed to fall back intp the Devanagari characters, the day of
which has now gone by, and the use of* which, from a printing point of view,is far more
troublesome and consequently far more expensive. ' _ '
6. Again, if this new journal were to be carried out to its full advertised scope, it would
' ‘ , -t . : l . - interfere most seriously with the continuance of the Journals of the’ vurious Asiatic Societies
‘ ; and other publications of the same kind of long standing. They have done excellent work in
all the miscellaneous departments which it was intended to include in this new journal. There
is no just reason why' their sphere of usefulness should be destroyed by a rival which is bound
to have that effect, because it is supported out of public money. And on the other hand there
is no reason why any public money should be spent on matters which they are prepared to
provide for: ) . ) .
7. As a matter of fact, however, nothing has as yet been published in the . Bpigraphia
Indica except texts and translations of inscriptions. But in connection with this branch of
the work, the starting of this journal has introduced a new eclement that has to be considered.
-Previous to its existence, epigraphical researches were pursued gratuitously, from pure love of
the subject. Now, by the starting of the Epigrapiia Indica the system of payment has
been introduced. To this I.raise no objection ; for the work is such as to deserve the higlest -
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remunecation that’ Government can afford to ‘give, whether it is devoted to the final prepar- -

ation of entire volumes, or to ad nterim publications of this kind. " But the attendant arrange-
ments have entailed upon Government an expenditure that might have been avoided. Had
Government dooe me the honour of cousulting me then, if placed in command of the epigra--
phical materials that were collected for publication, I was at that time prepared to undertake
- the editorinl control, and, in conjunction with Captain R. C. Temple, Bengal Staff Corps, to -
publish the results in our journal the Indian Antiquary at our own expense, thus saving the
Government all printing charges, and all miscellaneous expenditure over apd above the payment
of szholars for their work and the cost of lithographic plates to accompany their papers .in
* selected cases. The Indian Auntiquary of which I beg leave to submit, asa sample, copies of the
pirts for January, February, and March of this year, furnishes a pointed instance of what -
1 have indizated in paragraph 6 above. 1t deals with all the subjects intended to be included -
in the Epigraphia Indica, except, of course, such purely- departmental matters as lists of
‘inscriptions and progress reports, All the best writers have contributed papers to it. But’
it is maintained at the expense of Captain Temple and myself. It'does not yield, and it is
. nob intended to yield, a profit. And consequently, as we are not in a position to ‘spend more -
on it than we do at present, and to compete with Government in giving payment for the work
that is done for it, epigraphical contributions have almost entirely ceased to be sent in to it;
_ someof the writers of such papers having intimated that, as they receive payment for the
results of their-work if published in the Epigraphia Indica, they see. no reason why they
should not receive payment for similar work done for the Indian Antiguary. o
8. The Epigraphia Indica, however, has been started. The fact of its existence has
to be accepted. And, if Government intend to continue it, T certainly have no- desire to
oppose or compete with it. My only object is to do all that I can to help on the publication of
Indiaa epigraphical materials. One most important point is to keep them as far as possible in
_-some one journal whether the Epigrapkia Indica, or any other; so that students of this
special line of research and of -those connected with it may know exactly whergé to find

what they want; and I myself am piepared to write papers for the Epigraphia Indica, if itis

éonfﬁuued; and I should have done so long before now, but that Dr. Burgess-has avoided’
sending to me for disposal any of the- materials that have been collected for publication in it.

9. I understand the present position to be, that Dr. Burgess, though now retired, con<
tinues to edit the Epigraphia Indica, up to [September rext, and " that nothing has been
yet decided as to what course is to be followed after that date. ' ‘

10. What funds may bé then available, and what the future intentions of Government .

may be, of course I do not know. But I take it for granted that Government will continue
to provide as much money as can be spared for the collection and publication of epigraphical
remains, which is by far the more important of the two branches of the work of the Survey—
Epigraphy and Architecturé, And I beg most respectfully to urge that, when the mitter
comes®up for consideration, Government will be pleased to consult me, and, by giving me
information as to the funds available and other details, to place me in"a position' to give a
full opinion as to what can best be done. - : S ST
- 11. Meanwhile I beg leave {o submit the following preliminary remarks.

12. There is no necessity for Dr. Burgess ‘to "have any further connection with publi-
cation of inscriptions on behalf of Government. Itis mot as if he himself iere a scholar.
He can do nothing except distribute the materials that are obtained, collect the papers that are .
written and transmit them to the printers, and see that they are carried through the Press by '
the authors of them. Arnd these details can, of course, ‘at least as well be superintended by a
properly qualified editor who can himself understand, appreciate, and, when necessary, criticise,
* .papers-that are to be published. : : . : -

13. Of the names whichappear on the cover of the Epigrapkia Indica as those of assistant
editors, three are of no importance whatever from the epigraphical pointof view. ~ Mr. Cousens
and Mr. Rea are architectural surveyors and, incidentally, collectors of inscriptions ; but they
are nothing more. Dr. TFiihrer is sz2id to have a knowledge of Sanskuit, Arabic, and Per-

sian, but- he has given no public proof of this. He has done good work in tlie direction of -

exploration and collection, and is likely to do more. But he is quite unknown in, the field of

epigraphy. From no point of view is he a proper ;person to be the editor or assistant editor -

of an epigraphical journal. And I am in a position to say that, if, being employed as the
editor of such a journal, he were to assume editorial functions, scholars, whose papers are worth
having, would cease to write for it. With Dr. Hultzsch, Epigraphist to the Archzological
Survey of Madras, the case is different. He is a scholar, thoroughly well qualified for the
work that has been entrusted {o him and full of energy in carrying it out; and he is of good
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position by birth, which is:a poini_that cannot be disregarded in this matter. 1f the entire

~control of the Epigraphia Indica were made over to him as sole editor, and if it would

not interfere too much with his own original work, he could certainly carry the journal on at
Jeast as well as.has been the case hitherto ;.and he would, I believe, have the confidence of all

- the scholars who are prepared to write for it. .

14. The last point that T have to urge at present is, that, under no. circumstances is i6
necessary to place the editing of inscriptions for the Government of India in Continental
bands, or to dispose of the materials in suclia way that any portion of them would be pub-

 lished in Continental journals and in other languages than English. Though I say it myself,

1 am qualified.to conduct all the editorial arrangements. 1f proper encouragement were only
given to. British scholars, and especially o the members of the Civil Service of India, to pursue
the same lines of research, I have not the slightest doubt that, when the time comes for me .
to.give them up, some one else of British nationality, equally competent, will be available to
take miy place. And I am willing to take up the work, on any terms on which any one else,
properly qualified, will accept it, either now, in such leisure time as I have, or as an occupation
when T retire from the Government service about two years hence, and to carry it on ina

proper manner. Should the work be entrusted to me now, Dr. Hultzsch will co-operate, as

~.  joint editor with myself, as long as he holds his present official post.

15. I hope that the Government of India will excuse my addressing them on this subject.
1 bave done so because the matter is one in which I am greatly interested, and because I am
anxious, to do everything possible to help on ‘the objects of Government, whatever they may -
be. On the last occasion when (epigraphical arrangements were made I had no opportunity

. of submitting 'a'_'ny' remarks. I hope-that on the present occasion the Government will be

pleased to give me the opportunity of adding anything that may be necessary to the remarks

- which T now beg leave to submit.

**
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Dated Bijapur, Bombay Presidency, the 7th July 1890,
From—J. P. Freer, Esq., C.LE., Civil Service of India,
To—The Secretury to the Government of India, .

T uspersTaAND that Dr. Burgess, who Leld the post of Director of the Archzological
Survey of India; has now retired; and that cosiderable alterations have been made in the
constitution and scope of the Department. I am greatly interested in one branch of the work
of the Department, viz., the collection and publication of the ancient inseriptions. I have
been engaged in this line of research for the last twenty years, during which period I held for
three and-a-half years (1883 to 1886) the special post of Epigraphist to the Governiment of
India. . "And in addressing you on the subject of continuing the prosecution of these important
historical researches, I venture-to hope that my remarks may receive consideration. :
2. Asa preliminary, I would request a perusal of my letter to the Government of India,
. No. 13, dated the 15th February 1886-—a printed copy of which is annesed for reference—
in which I indicated the nature and importance of the work in this line that had to be pro-
vided for, the qualifications that are necessary.for the proper control of it, and the only
useful system of publication, in a final form, that can be adopted. .

- 8. My remarks then were directed chiefly to the objeet of continuing the series of sepa-
rate volumes of the Corpus Inseriptionum Indicarum, in which there have been published, by
General Sir Alexander Cunningham, Volume I; “the Asoka inseriptions,” and by myself
Volume III, ¢ the Gupta inseriptions.” And 1 beg to draw attention specially to paragraph 7
of that letter, in which I pointed out that, without efficient management, the result would be
to adopt, on behalf of Government, the inconvenient and inadvisable system of publishing in
Joint volumes detached contributions which are only subservient.to the publication of con-
nected series of inseriptions, each in its own separate volume, ' S .
. 4. During his time of office, Dr. Burgess started—nominally in October 1888, but really,
by actual issue of the First Pact, which bears that date, at some later time,—a miscellaneous
official journal entitled * Epigraphia Indica and Record of the Archeological Survey,” which

‘is.advertised as including in its scope the texts and translations of inseriptions, catalogues
of inscriptions, notices of treasure trove finds, coins, sanads, &e.; anthropology, Indian
architecture, progress reports of the surveys, &e., &c. Dr. Burgess’s name appears as the prin-
cipal editor, with four official assistant editors. And I would remark incidentally that, in’
spite of this large staff and of the co-operation of four European scholars in dealing with the
epigraphical materials, nothing but inscriptions has as yet been dealt with in this journal, and
even in that line Dr. Burgess has succeeded in publishing only dbout two-thirds as much
matter as I, working alone, prepared during the time when I held the post of Epigraphist,
The points, however, to which I beg leave to draw attention are the following. )
. B Setting aside its editorial shortcomings, which are conspicuous, this journal illustrates
most pointedly the state of things that I foresaw. It groups together a number of detached
. inscriptions, most of which have not the slightest connection with each other, And there is
the most absolute want of uniformity in the manner in which these inscriptions are treated,
particularly in the fact that in the first two parts some of the texts have been romanised—a
gystem which is the only proper one in the present day—whereas in Parts III and IV, all
the contributors have been allowed to fall back into the Devanagari characters, the (iay of
which has now gone by, and the use of which, from a printing point of view,is far more.
troublesome and consequently far more expensive. b
6. Again, if this new journal were to be carried out to its full advertised scope, it would
interfere most seriously with the continuance of the Journals of the’ various Asiatic Societies
.and other publications of the same kind of long standing, They have done excellent work in
all the miscellaneous-departments which it was intended to include in this new journal, There
is no just reason why their sphere of usefulness should be destroyed by a rival which is bound
to have that effect, because it is supported out of public money. And on the other hand there
.is no reason why any public money should be spent on matters which they are prepared to
provide for., . . .
. 7. As a matter of fact, however, nothing has as yet been published in the . Epigrapiia
Judica except texts and translations of inscriptions. Bub in connection with this branch of
the work, the starting of this journal has introduced a new element that has to be considered.
~ Previous to its existence, epigraphical researches were pursued gratuitously, from pure love of
the subject. Now, by the starting of the Epigrapiia Indica the system of payment has
been introduced. To this I raise no objection ; for the-work is such as to deserve the highest
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remuneration that Government can afford to ‘give, whether it is devoted to the final prepar-
ation of entire volumes, or to ad interim publications of this kind. But the attendant arrange-

‘ments have entailed upon Government an expenditure that might have been avoided.  Had

Government done me the honour of consulting me then, it placed in command of the epigra-
phical matetials that were collected for publication, I was at that time prepared to undertake
the editoriul control, and, in conjunction with Captain R. C. Temple, Bengal Staff Corps, to

_publish the results in our journal the Indian dntiquary at our ¢wn expense, thus saving the

Government all printing charges, and all miscellaneous expenditure over and above the payment
of scholars for their work and the cost of lithographic plates to accompany their papers in’
sclected cases. The Indian Antiguary of which I beg leave to submif, as a sample, copiesof the
parts for'.Tanuary, February, and March of  this year; furnishes a pointed instance of what
I have indizated in paragraph 6 above. It deals withall the subjects intended to be included
in the Epigraphia Indica, except, of course, such purely departmental matters -as lists of

‘inseriptions'and progress reports, - All the best writers have contributed papers to it. -But.

1t is maintained at the expense of Captain Temple and myself. It does not yield, and it is
not intended to yield, a profit. And consequently; as we are not in a position to spend more
on it than we do at present, and to compete with Government in giving payment for the work

~ that is done for it, epigraphical contributions have almost entirely ceased to be sent in to it;

“.someof the writers of such papers having intimated that, as they receive payment for the

results of their work if published in the Epigraphia Indica, they seo’ no reason why they
should not receive payment for similar work done for the Indian Antiquary, SRV -
4 8. The Epigraphia Indica, however, has been started, The fact of its existence has

~ to.be accepted. And, if Government intend to continde it, I certainly have no ‘desire to

oppose or compete with it. My only object is to do all that I can to help on the publication of
Indian epigraphical materials. One most important point is to keep them as far as possible in
some one journal whether the Epigraphia Indica, or any other; so that students of this.
special line of research and of those connected with it may know exactly where to find
what they want; and I'myself am prepared to write papers for the Epigraphia Indica, if it is
continued; and I should have done so long before now, but that Dr. Burgess has avoided
sending to nie for disposal any of the materials that have been collected for publication in it. °,
9. I understand the present position to be, that Dr. Burgess, though. now retired, con-
tinues to edit the Epigraphia Indica, up to [September next, and that nothing has.been’
yet decided as to what course is to be followed after that date, .. . K
* 10. What funds may be then available, and what the future intentions of Government’
may be, of course I do not know. But I take it for granted that Government will continue®.
to provide as much money as can be spared for the collection and publication of epigraphical

“remains, which is by far the more important of the two branches of the work of the Survey—

Epigraphy and Architecture. And I beg most respectfully to urge that, when the matter
comes up for consideration, Government will be pleased to consult me, and, by giving me
information as to the funds available and otHer details, to place me in a position to give a

_full opinion as to what can best be done. ' - , i
11. Meanwhile I beg leave o sabmit the following preliminary remarks. coe e

12. There is no necessity for Dr. Burgess to have any farther connection with. publi-
tation of inscriptions on behalf of Government. Itis not as if "he himself were a scholar,
He can do nothing except distribute the materials that are obtained, collect the papers that are
written and transmit them to the printers, and see that they are carried through the Press by

the authors of them. And these details can, of - course,-at least as well be superintended by a .

properly qualified editor who can himself understand, appreciate, and, when necessary, criticise,
the papers that are to be published, ’

13. Of the names which appear on the cover of the Epigraphia Indica as those of assistant .

editors, three are of no importance whatever from the epigraphieal point of view. Mr. Cousens
and Mr. Rea are architectural surveyors and, incidentally, collectors of inscriptions ; but they

are nothing more. Dr. Fiihrer is said to have a knowledge of Sanskrit, Arabic, and Per-

sian, but he has given no public proof of this. He has done good work in the direction of
exploration and collection, and is likely to do more., But he is quite unknown in the field of
epigraphy, From no point of view is he a proper ;person to be the editor or assistant editor

. of au epigraphical journal. " And I am in a position to say that, if, being employed as the

editor of such a journal, he were to assume editorial functions, scholars; whose papers are worth
having, would cease to write for it. With Dr. Hultzsch, Epigraphist to the Archzological
Survey of Madras, the case is. different. He is a seholar, thoroughly well qualified for the

-work that has been entrusted to him and full of energy in carrying it out; and he is of good
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position by birth, which is a point that cannot be disregarded in this matter. If the entire

control of the Epigiapkia Indica were made over to him as sole editor, and if it would

not interfere too much with lijs own original work, he could certainly carry the journal on at

" least as well as has beerr the case hitherto 5 and he would, T believe, have the confidence of all

the scholars who are prepared to write for jt, - :

necessary to place the editing of inscriptions for the Government of India in Continental

- bands, or to dispose of -the materialsin such a way that any portion of them would be pub-

lished in Continental journals and in other languages than English. Though I say it myself,

1 am qualified to conduct all the editorial arrangements. - If proper encouragement were only

given to British scholars, and especially to the members of the Civil Service of India, to pursue
the same lines of research, I have not the slightest doubt that, when the time comes for me
to give them up, spme one else of British nationality, equally competent, will be available to
take my place. And I am willing to take up the work, on any terms on which any one else,
properly qualified, will aceept it, either now, in such leisure time as I have, or as an éccupation
when I retire from the Government service about two years hence, and to carry it on ina
proper manuer. Should the work be entrusted to me now, Dr. Hultzsch will co-operate, as
joint editor with myself, as long as he holds his present official post. :

15. I hope that the Government of India will excuse my addressing them on this subject.

anxious to do'everything possible to help on the objects of Government, whatever they may

be. ~ On the last. occasion when {epigraphical arrangements were made I had no opportunity
of submitting any:remarks: "I hope that on the present occasion the Government will be

I bave done so because the matter is one in which I am greatly interested, and because I am .

. Pleased to give me the opportunity of adding anything that may be necessary to the remarks
- _which I now beg leave to submit, .- ' : :

K
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'14. The last point that I have to urge at present is, that, under no eircumstances is it
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recouped by sales. 1f the very moderate amount T request is agreed to, I undertake that it
will be economically employed. The expenditure pecessary for the Asoka inscriptions included,
1 consider that R6,500 spread over fwo years, or according to the expedition of the printing, will
be sufficient, say 4,000 for next year to cover the Asoka inscriptions and any unexpended
balance with 12,500, or an equivalent fresh graiit for the following year. :

7. If Government refuse this, which I trust they will not, since I offer to give freely much
laborious service to aid in its accomplishment, then the only alternative is to increase the size
of the volume now printing so as' to inclnde all the papers arranged for, and lay aside many.
important inscriptions that it is most desirable ghould be published, a course to be deprecated, as
three extra parts or thereabouts will be required to include the matter. arranged for and only
five more to complete a second volume. _ . o

An early and favourable consideration of this will be esteemed a favour.

\U .

Government of India Central Printing Office.~No.3!7TR. & A —26-1-91-120,—86. 1. e,



No. 163, dated Edinburgh, the 26th June 1890,
, From—Dr. J. Burgrss, CIE, °
- To—The Secretary to the Government of India, -

WitH reference to recent arrangements respecting my drawings on the Comptroller
of India Treasuries on account of epigraphical work, I have the honour to submit the
following, U ) . .

2. The Epigraphia Indica is supplying, at a minimum of cost, what has been pressed
upon Government by scholars for the last forty years—the publication of ancient inseriptions,

- After some previous futile attempts by others, General Sir A. Cunmningham in 1877 issued the
first volume of n  Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum containing lithographs of early Indian in.
scriptions, but without translations. An earnest effort was made soon after to have this im-
portant work carried out on better lines, and in 1882, Mr. J. ., Fleet, Bom.C.S., was appointed
to the task, and after three and-a-half-years’ Iabour and large expenditure one volume was
produced.- It is a most valuable contribution -worthy of the author’s reputation. But Gov-
ernmént did not deem it desirable to eontinue the necessary expenditure of nearly R20,000 per
annum and Mr. Fleet returned to hisrevenue duties in June 1886, and issued his volume  last

ear. .

g 3. It scemed feasible, with the materials I had collected of could easily obtain through

the Provincial Surveys, that a periodical -publication which would cost Government only the
printing and a small honorarium to able scholars for translations would supply a great want
and relieve the Architectural Reports of much matter that had better appear elsewhere; and

in the interests of science I undertook.to edit it gratuitously. After some delays Government

was pleased to allow me to start the Lpigraphia Indica and Arekeological Survey Record,
of which the first part was prepared in October 1888, and publication was promised quart.eﬂy.
The grant at my disposal was 16,000 per annum. ‘ ' ) ' :

Testimony from foreign and English Orientalists proves that the Epigraphia supplies
a felt want and when the publication is better known it will command an increasing sale, so
that in a few years it may be difficult to procure. One serious drawback to it is the irregu-
larity of issue: the printer, perhaps, for sufficient office reasons, is very slow in revising and
forwarding proofs, and copies do not reach Europe for very long after’they are due, so that

subscribers have more than once believed the publication had stopped. Promptitude in printing

would favourably influence the sales, . : )

4. Uncertain at first as to the materials I might be able to secure, I offered to edit
etght parts (to form a volume of about 480 pages, besides Index) free of editor’s charge.
These eight parts I hoped would be completed in October next.’ But, from the delays alluded to,

. only four parts have yet -been received—the fifth ought to have been issued about two months

ago,—and the remaining three are partly in type. “ These.will form g collection of important
historical inscriptions, in a volume of about the extent of Mr. Fleet’s.  But the materials on
hand are by no means exhausted, and the great body of Asoka inscriptions undertaken early last

year by Professer Biihler, not yet sent to press, will form one of the most important contribu. -

tion to Indian Epigraphy made for forty years, Ttis partly with special reference to these,

which have already -been the subject of correspondence that I now ask the instructions of
Government, .

5. The cost of translations, comménts, &e., has not hitherto exceeded RY7 per page all over,
Of facsimile plates, I have perhaps been too sparing, but the cost of them has been about R800
for the year. The Asoka plates, now being begun, will raise - this average; but.if these are
carried over to another volume, the complete volume formed by the first eight parts, of abous
480 pages, will cost not more than R5,000 in 0. years, i.e., R7-8 pér copy and will sell to the
trade at double this. : L

6. If Government agrees to continue the work for another complete volume, I am willing
to give my services free as editor, the hecessary outlay for translations, facsimiles and postage
being provided by Government. This I do because it is so important that the Asoka, inserip_
tions should be issued and that other matter in hand is more than sufficient to complete the
present volume. For the second volume, besides the Asoka inscriptions, I have a good deal of
other matter; and if Mry. Cousens, Dr, Fihrer, Mr. Garrick and others, are encouraged to
obtain and send me facsimiles of importan$ inscriptions (to which I could direct them) it will
be easy to complete it. There would then be added to the Corpus Inscriptionum two volumes
of very important documents at'a very trifling outlay, and which would ultimately be largely
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No. 163, dated Edinburgh, the 26th June 1890. : ) o L ) 1 o, 4
From—Dr, J. Buzgess, CLE, . - , . . ' Serial No. 4.
- To—The Seeretary to the Government of India. ’ ’
f
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WitH reference to recent arrangements respecting my drawings on the Comptroller N L TR e et L .
of India. Treasuries on account of epigraphical work, I have the honour to submit the - R A " GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. o :
following, o ' S R o . 1S B . . f

2. The Epigraphia Indica is supplying, at a minimum of cost, what has been pressed S I[J;" R EVFNUE AND* AGRIGULTURAL DEP ARTL\IENI-
upon Government by scholars for the last forty years—the publication of ancient inscriptions. : P o R -4 : ~ :
After some previous futile attempts by others, -General Sir A. Cunningham in 1877 issued the @ . A :

first volume of a  Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum containing lithographs of early Indian in. SR B . ARCHEOLOGY.

scriptions, but without translations. An earnest effort was made soon after to have this im- '

portant.work carried out on better lines, and in 1882, Mr. J, F. Fleet, Bom.C.S., was appointed - _

to the task, and after three and-a-half-years’ labour and large expenditure one volume was - St E g
- produced: It is a most valuable contribution ‘worthy of the author’s reputation. - But Gov- D

ernment did not deem it desirable to continue the necessary expenditure of nearly R20,000 per

annum and Mr. Fleet returned to his revenue duties. in June 1886, and issued his volume’ last

year. ‘
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3. It seemed feasible, with the materials I had collected or could easily obtain through
the Provincial Surveys, that a periodical publication which would cost Government only the -
printing and a small honorarium te able scholars for translations would supply a great want
and relieve the Architectural Reports of much matter that had better appear elsewhere ; and : .
- in the interests of science I undertook to edit it gratuitously. After some delays Government
was pleased to allow me to start the Epigraphia Indica and Arekaological Survey Record,
of-which the first part was prepared in October 1888, and publication was promised quarterly.
The grant at my disposal was 16,000 per annum. . ’
" Testimony from foreign and English Orientalists proves that the Epigrapkia supplies -
a felt want and when the publication is better known it will command an increasing sale, so
that in a few years it may be difficult to procure. One serious drawback to it is the irregu-
larity of issue: the printer, perhaps, for sufficient office reasons, is very slow in revising and
forwarding proofs, and copies do not reach Europe for very long after they are due, so that’ ,
subseribers have more than once believed the publication had stopped. Promptitude in printing .
would favourably influence the sales, ’ o :
4. Uncertain at first as ta the materials I might be able to secure, I offeréd to edit
- . eight parts (to-form a volume of about 480 pages, besides Index) free of _editor’s charge.
These eight parts I hoped would be completed in October next. But, from the delays alluded to,
only four parts have yet been received—the fth ought to have been issued about two months
i ago,—and the remaining three are partly in type. These will form a collection of important -
historical inscriptions, in a volume of about the extent of Mr. Fleet’s.  But the materials on
- hand are by no means exhausted, and the great body of Asoka inseriptions undertaken early last’
year by Professor Biihler, not yet sent to press, will form one of the most important contribu-
tion to Indian Epigraphy made for forty years. Itis partly with special - reference to these,
which have already been the subject of correspondence ,that I now ask the 1ostructions of
Government, ’ ' -
5. The cost of translations, comments, &e., has not hitherto exceeded R7 per page all over,
Of facsimile plates, I have perhaps been too sparing, but the cost of them has been about R800
for the year. The -Asoka plates, now being begun, will raise this average; but if these are
carried over to another volume, the complete volume formed by the first eight parts, of about
480 pages, will cost not more than 5,000 in two years, i.e., R7-8 per éopy and will sell to the
trade at double this. ] oo
6. If Government agrees to continue the work for another complete volume, I am w'illing
“to give my services f7ee as editor, the Decessary outlay for translations, facsimiles and ostage : i . . . Inior ical publi-
being provided by Government. This I do because it is o important that the Asoka ?nscri L Y <~ Asgs for Dr. Hultzsch’s views in connection with Epigraphical p
tions should be issued and that other matter in hand “is more than sufficient to complete the : ’
present volume. TFor the second volume, be_sides the Asoka inscriptions, I have a good deal of -
other matter; and if Mr. Cousens, Dr. Fithrer, Mr. Garrick and others, are encouraged to
obtain and.send me facsimiles of important inscriptions (to which I could direct them) it will -
be easy to complete it. There would then be added to the Corpus Inscriptionum .two volumes
* of very important documents at-a very trifling outlay, and which would ultimately be largely -
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Dated Bijapur, Bombay Presidency, the Tth July 1890.
From—7J. B, Freer, LEsq., C.1.E., Civil Service of India,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India. ‘
I unpERSTAND that Dr. Burgess, who held the post of Director of the Archmological

~ Survey of India, has now retired; and that corsiderable alterations have been made in the

constitution and scope of the Department. I am greatly interested in one branch of the work
of the Department, viz:, the collection and publication of the ancient inscriptions. 1 have
been engaged in this line of research for the last twenty years, during which period I held for
three and-a-half years (1883 to 1886) the special post of Epigraphist to the Government of
India. And in addressing you on the subject of continuning the prosecution of these important
historical researches, I venture to hope that my remarks may receive consideration.

2. Asa preliminary, I would request a perusal of my letter to the Government of India,
No. 18, dated the 15th February 1886—a printed copy of which is annexed for reference—
in which I indicated the nature and importance of the work in this line that had to be pro-
vided for, the qualifications that are necessary for the proper control of it, and the only
useful system of publication, in a final form, that can be adopted.

8. My remarks then were directed chiefly to the obJecb of continuing the series of sepa-
rate volumes of the Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum,in which there have been published, by
General Sir Alexander Cunningham, Volume I, “the Asoka inseriptions,” and by myself
Volume I1I, ¢ the Gupta inscriptions.” And I beg to draw attention specially to paragraph 7
of that letter, in which I pointed out that, without efficient managements, the result would be
to adopt, on behalf of Government, the inconvenient and inadvisable system of publishing in
joint volumes detached contributions which are only subservient to the pubhcntlon of con-
nected series of inscriptions, each in its own separate volame.

4. During his time of office, Dr. Burgess started—nominally in October 1888, but really,
by actual issue of the First Part, which bears that date, at some ‘later time,—a miscellaneous
official journal entitled szgrap]na Indica and Record of the Archkaological Survey,” which
is advertised as including . in its scope the texts and tramslations of inscriptions, catalogues
of inscriptions, notices of treasure trove finds, coins, sanads, &ec.; anthropology, Indian
architecture, progress reports of the surveys, &ec., &e.- Dr. Burgess’s name appears as the puu-
cipal editor, with four official assistant editors. And I would remark mcxdenta]]y that, in
spite of this large staff and of the co-operation of four European scholars in dealing with the
epxgraphlcal materials, nothing but inscriptions has as yet been dealt with in this journal, and

even in that line Dr. Burgess has succeeded in publishing only about two-thirds as much

matter as I, working alone, prepared during the time when I held the post of Epigraphist,
The points, howevm to which I beg leave to draw attention are the following.

5. Setting aside its editorial shoxtcommgs, which are conspicuous, this journal 1llu<trates
most pomtedly the state of things that I foresaw. It groups tegether a number of detached
inscriptions, most of which have not the slightest connection with each other. And there is’
the ‘most absolute want of uniformity in the manner in which these inscriptions are treated,
particularly in the fact that in the first two parts some of the texts have been romanised—a
system which is the only proper one in the present day—whereas in Parts 111 and IV, all
the contributors have been allowed to fall back into the Devanagari characters, the day of
which has now gone by, and the use of which, from a printing point of view, is far more
troublesome and consequently far more expensive.

6. Again, if this new journal were to be carried out to its full advertised scope, it would

. mterfere most seriously with the continuance of the Journals of the various Asiatic Societies

and other publications of the same kind of long standing. They have done excellent work in
all the miscellaneous departments which it was intended to include in this new Joumal There

is no just reason why their sphere of usefulness should be destroyed by a rival which is bound -

to have that effect, because it is supported out of public money. And on the other hand there

.18 no reason why any public money should be spent on matters- thch they are prepared to

provxde for.

7. As a matter of fact, however, nothing has as yet been published in the E/ngmp//za
Indica except texts and translations of inscriptions. But in connection with this branch of
the work, the starting of this journal has introduced a new element that has to be considered,
Previous to its existence, epigraphical researches were pursued gratuitously, from pure love of
the subject. Now, by the starting of the Epigrapiia Indica the system of payment has
been introduced. To this I raise no objection; for the work is such as to deserve the highest
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remuneration that Government can afford to ‘give, whether it is devoted to- the final prepar-
ation of entire volumes, or to ad interim publications of this kind. But the attendant arrange-
ments have"entailed upon Government an expenditure that might have been avoided. Had
Government done me the honour of consulting me then, if placed in command of the epigra-
phical materials that were collected for publication, I was at that time prepared to undertake
the editorial control, and, in conjunction with Captain R. C. Temple, Bengal Staff Corps, to
publish the results in our journal the Indian Antiquary at our own expense, thus saving the
Government all printing charges, and all miscellaneous expenditure over and above the payment
of scholars for their work and the cost of lithographic plates to accompany their papers in
selected cases. The Indian Antiquary of which I beg leave to submit, asa sample, copies of the
parts for January, February, and March of this year, furnishes-a pointed instance of what

I have indizated in paragraph 6 above. It deals with all the subjects intended to be included

in the Epigrapkia Indica, except, of course, such purely departmental matters as lists of

_inscriptions and progress reports. All" the best writers have contributed papers to it.” But

1t is maintained at. the expense of Captain Temple and myself. It does not yield, and it is

’

not intended to yield, a profit. And consequently, as we are not in a position to spend more

on it than we do at present, and to compete with Government in giving payment for the work

.that is done for it, epigraphical contributions have almost entirely ceased to be sent in to it;

some of the writers of such papers having intimated that, as they receive payment for the
results of their work if published in the Epigrapkia Indiea, they see no reason why they
should not receive payment for similar work done for the Indian Antiquary., = =

8. The ZEpigraphia Indica, however, has been started. The fact of its existénce has
to be accepted. And, if Government intend to continue it, I certainly have no desire to
oppose or compete with it. My only object is to do all that I can to help on the publication of
Indiaa epigraphical materials. One most important point is to keep them as far as possible in
some one journal whether the Epigraphia Indica, or any other; so that students -of this
special line of research and of those connected with it may know exactly where to find-
what they.want; and I myself am prepared to write papers for the Lpigraphia Indica, if it is
continued ; and I should ‘have done so long before now, but that Dr. Burgé‘ss has - avoided

- sending to me for disposal any of the materials that have been collected for publication in it.

9. I understand the present position to be, that Dr., Burgess, though now retired, con-
tinues to edit the ZEpigraphia Indica, up to jSeptember rext, and that nothing has been
yet decided as to what course is to be followed after that date. ' : T

10. What funds may be then available, and what the future intentions of Government

-

may be, of course T do not know. But I take it for granted that Government will continue

to provide as much money as can be spared for the collection and publication of epigraphical
remains, which is by far the more important of the two branches of the work of the Survey—
Epigraphy and Architecture, And I beg most  respectfully to- urge that, when the matter
comes -up for consideration, Government will be pleased to consult me, and, by giving me
information as to the funds available and other details, to place me in a position to give a
full opinion as to what can best be done. - , ‘ ’

11. Méanwhile I beg leave {0 submit the following preliminary remarks.

12. There is no necessity for Dr. Burgess to have any further connection with publi-
cation of inseriptions on behalf of Government. It is not as if he himself were a scholar.

He can do nothing except distribute the materials that are obtained, collect the papers that are

written and transmit them to the printers, and see that they are carried through the Press by

; the authors of them. And these details can, of course, at least as well be superintended by a
properly qualified editor who can himself understand, appreciate, and, when necessary, criticise,

.

the papers that are to be published.

13. Of the names which appear on the cover of the E’pigrapﬁia Zidica as those of assistant

editors, three are of no importance whatever from the epigraphical point of view. Mr. Cousens
and Mr. Rea are architectural suryeyors and, incidentally, collectors of inscriptions ; but they
are nothing more. :

sian, but he h.as given no public proof of this. He has done good work in the direction of
exploration and collection, and is likely to do more. But he is quite unknown in the field of
epigraphy.  From no point of view is he a proper /person to be the editor or assistant editor
of an epigraphical journal. And I am in a position to ‘say that, if, being employed as the

having, would cease to write for it. With Dr. Hultzsch, Epigraphist to the Archezological

Dr. Fiihrer is said to have a knowledge of Sanskrit, Arabie, and Per- -

o : . 1
editor of such a journal, he were to assume editorial functions, scholars, whose papers are worth |
y

Survey of Madras, the case is different.

He is a scholar, thoroughly well qualified for the :

work that has been entrusted o him and full of energy in carrying it out; and heis of good |
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position by birth, which is a point that cannot be disregarded in this matter. If the entire
control of the Epigraphia Indica were made over .to him as sole editor, and if it would
not interfere too much With his own original work, he could certainly carry the journal on at
ieast as well as has been the case hitherto ; and he would, T believe, have the confidence of all
the scholars who are prepared to write for it.

.14. The last point-that I have to urge at present is, that, under no circumstances is it

~ necessary to place the editing of inscriptions for the Government of Indja in Continental

hands, or to dispose of the materials in such a way that any portion of them would be pub-
lished in Continental journals and in other languages than English.. Thopgh I say it myself,
1 am qualified to conduct all the editorial arrangements. If-proper encouragement were only
given to British scholars, and especially to the members of the Civil Service of India, to pursue

* the same lines of research, I have not the slichtest doubt that, when the time comes for me

to give them up, some one else of British nationality, equally competent, will be available to

- take my place. And I am willing to take up the work, on any terms on which any one else,

properly qualified, will accept it, either now, in such leisure time as I have, or as an occupation
when I retire from the Government service -about two years hence, and to-.carry it on in a
proper manner. Should ‘the work be entrusted to me now, Dr. Hultzsch will co-operate, as

~ joint editor with myself, as long as he holds his present official post.

15. I hope that the Government of India will excuse my addressing them on this subject,
I bave done so because the matter is one in which I am greatly interested, and because I am
anxious to do everything possible to help on the objects of Government, whatever they may
be. On the last oceasion when fepigraphical arrangements were made I had no opportunity
of submitting any remarks. I hope that on the present occasion the Government will be
pleased to give me the opportunity of adding anything that may be necessary to the remarks'
which I now beg leave to submit. : :

" Covernment of India Ceutral Printing Offce.—No. 626 R, & A ~36-101,=1%,=5, J, D'&.
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No. 163, dated Edinburgh, the 26th June 1890.

From—Dr. J. Burazss, C.LE, : A
. To—The Secretary to the Government of India. - -

Wire reference to recent arrangements respecting my drawings on thé Comptroller
of India Treasuries. on account of epigraphical work, I have the honour to submit the
following. , - i : '

9. The Epigraphia Indica is supplying, at a minimum of cost, what has been pressed
upon Government by scholars for the last forty years—the publication of ancient inscriptions.
After some previous futile attempts by others, General Sir A. Cunningham in 1877 issued the
first volume of a Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum containing lithographs of early Indian in.
scriptions, but without translations. An earnest effort was made soon after to have this im-
portant work carried out on better lines, and in 1882, Mr. J, F. Fleet, Bom.C.S., was appointed
to the task, and after three and-a-half-years’ labour and large expenditure one volume was
produced. It is a most valuable contribution worthy of the author’s reputation. But Gov-
ernment did not deem 1t desirable to continue the necessary expenditure of nearly R20,000 per
annum and Mr. Fleet returned to his revenue duties in June 1886, and issued his volume last

ear. : Lo
¢ "8, Tt seemed feasible, with the materials I had collected or could easily obtain through
the Provincial Surveys, that a periodical publication which would cost Government only the

* printing and a small honorarium to _able scholars for translations would supply a great want

and relieve the Architectural Reports of much matter that had better appear elsewhere; and
in ‘the interests of science 1 undertook to edit it gratuitously. After some delays Government
was pleased to allow me to start the Epigraphia Indica and Archeological Survey Record,

“of which the first part was prepared in October 1888, and publication was promised quarterly.

The grant at my disposal was 6,000 per annum.

Testimoriy ' from foreign and English Orientalists proves that the FEpigraphia supplies
a felt want and when the publication is better known it will command an _increasingiale, 50
that in a few years it may be difficult to procure. “One serious drawback to it is the irregu-
larity of issue: the printer, perhaps, for sufficient office reasons, is vety slow in revising and
forwarding proofs, and copies do not reach -Europe for very long after they are due, so that
subscribers have more than once believed the publication had stopped. Promptitude in printing
would favourably influence the sales, . : - ' _

‘4, Uncertain at first as to the materials I might be able to secure, I offered to edit
eight parts (to form a volume of about 480 pages, besides Index).free of editor’s charge.
These eight parts I hoped would be completed in October next.  But, from the delays alluded to,
only four parts have yet been received—the fifth ought to have been issued about two months
ago,—and the remaining three-arc partly in type. These will form a collection of important
historical inscriptions, in a volume of about the extent of Mr. Fleet’s. But the materials on
hand are by no means exhausted, and the great bedy of Asoka inseriptions undertaken early last
year by Professer Biihler, not yet sent to press, will form one of the most important contribu-
tion to Indian Epigraphy made for forty years. Itis partly with special reference to these,
which have already been the subject of correspondence that I now ask the instructions of
Government, A : '

5. The cost of translations, comments, &c., has not hitherto exceeded R7 per page all over,
Of facsimile plates, I have perhaps been too sparing, but the cost of them has been about R800
for the year.. The Asoka plates, now being begun, will raise this average; but if these are
carried over to another volume, the complete volume formed by the first eight parts, of about
480 pages, will cost not more than 5,000 in fwo years, i.c., R7-8 per copy and will sell to the
trade at double this.

6. If Government agrees to continue the work for another complete volume, I am willing ‘,

to give my services free as editor, the necessary outlay for translations, facsimiles and postage | .-
being provided by Government, This I do because it is so important that the Asoka inserip. i

tions should be issued and that other matter in band is more than sufficient to complete the !
present volume. For the second volume, besides the Asoka inscriptions, I have a good deal of !

other matter; and if Mr. Cousens, Dr. Fiihrer, Mr. Garrick and others, are encouraged to Voo
obtain and send me facsimiles of importan$ inseriptions (to which I could direct them) it will |
be easy to complete it. There would then be added to the Corpus Inscriptionum two volumes !

of very important documents at a very trifling ou&lay, and which would ultimately be largely -

‘p“;i.&.c__ .b‘AI
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recouped by sales. If the very moderate amount I request is agreed to, T undertake that it

will be economically employed. The expenditure necessary for the Asoka inscriptions included, -

1 consider that R6,500 spread over {wo years, or according to the expedition of the printing, will

be sufficient, say R4,000 for next year to cover the Asoka “inscriptions and any unexpended
¢4 . .

balance with R2,500, or an equivalent fresh grant for the following year. B ,

7. If Government refuse this, which I trust they will not, since I offer to give freely much

" laborious service to aid in its accomplishment, then the only alternative is to increasta the,s?ze
of the volume now printing so -as. to include all the papers fu‘ranged for, and lay aside many
- jmportant inscriptions that it is most desirable shou_ld be published, a course to be deprecated, Ias
three extra parts or thereabouts will be required to include the maﬁte.:r arranged . for .and on_ ¥ .

five more to complete a second volume. Lo \
An early and favourable consideration of this will be esteemed a favour.

’

. 91-120.~8. J. D'S.
" Government of Iucia Central Printing Offce.—No, 817 R. & A —20-1-91-120. 1. DS
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No. Ti—i Arch.

‘Secretary-to the Government.of Indz‘d,

To : : -
' T SECRETARY 70 THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS.

Revenue & Agricultural Dept.
Archeology.

Cazcurra, the 24ih J anuary 1891
= S
Ix forwarding the accompanying copy of letters from Mr. Fleet and
k Dr. Burgess, I am directed to state that, before
coming to a decision on the subject, the Govern-

ment of India desire to learn the views of Dr. Hultzsch on the course which

4

(i) Dated 7th July 1890.
{ii) No. 163, dated 26th June 1890.

* should be pursued in future in connection with epigraphical publications, and

to request that when transmitting Dr. Hultzsch’s reply the Government of

" Madras will favour the Government of India with their opinion.

2. A reference to paragraph 9-of Resolution No. 2—5-60, dated 5th May
1890, will show that the sum set aside for epigraphical publication on the
reorganisation of the Archwmological Department last year was R4,000 a year,

assistance from the Madras Government towards the publication of the inserip-

sz E. C. BUCK, Kr., - . PGy

ot
«“

529.

The Government of India are nof aware whether Dr. Hultzsch receives any

tions collected or deciphered by himself, but the sum above mentioned is |

intended to cover all expenditure chargeable to Imperial revenues for publica-
tions in this branch of Archeology, and the immediate question for considera-
tion is how the grant may be utilized to the best advantage in the interests of

~ Linguistic and Historical research. _
8. During the current year the grant has been placed entirely at the dis-

posal of Dr. Burgess for the publication of the Epigraphia Indica, a quarterly
"Journal started by Dr: Burgess in 1888, which, on his retirement, he offered to
edit free of cost till completion of the first volume. Henow asks to be allowed
to continue the publication into another volume for which he would require
R6,500. This would involve the appropriation of the Imperial grant for one

and-a-half years, leaving no funds to Dr, Hultzsch for any other publications.
Dr. Burgess was allowed from 1886-87 to 1889-90 a grant of £6,000.a year fo,

translations of inscriptions by European scholars. A considerable amount of

material has accumulated in his hands, and it is to secure its publication that

his proposals are framed. - , ‘
Mr. Fleet represents that the publication of the Epiyraphia seriously inter-
feres with the circulation of the Indian dntiquary, a periodical devoted.to the
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same objects, and he offers, 1E ‘he can be mfmmed as to the funds which can be : - *’% y 4 B : 2 77&4”"“47 g2/
laced at his disposal, to work out with Dr. Hultzsch a scheme for the amalga,- R -
. mation of the Epigraphia and the dntiquary. 54“ :

4. As at present advised,— he Government of India is disposed to consider
that, if any arrangement such as that suggested is desirable, the grant for the -
limited term ending November: 1892, of which after paying Dr. Burgess’s
claims R6,500 will remain, should be cancelled, and a smaller annual but -
permanent contribution, in the form of a subscrlptmn for a 11m1ted number
of copies, should be substituted. ‘ :

5. T'am to ask that, with the permlssmn of the Madras Government, -
Dr. Hultzsch may be called upon to submit an early report on the subject.

O mng

: '32204m¢1wzeu49' %;{%/5§£%£¢ZL

) 1 ik o o 4. - o o ‘ Q\\‘Qf'-‘f uﬁ’[,,,
T have the honour to be, : ’ - ; : Ny ﬂ// y %L ' / : ,,,22[;;@‘1 ;,_) :
o AEEEES a

e e —— = _

”’/ru ¢

SIR,

: - . 3l .
Your most obedient Servant, - R |
. . 1

Secretary to the Government of India.
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