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ment is & wholesome one and should be maintained, and I am opposed to the proposed
reference to make a special case in Mr, Rees’ favour, because T think there is no neces-
. sity. There is no more reason for departing from the rule now than there has been
- during the four years during which Mr. Rees was Private Secretary to His Pxeel-
A * lency Lord Connemara. T¢ it does not suit him to accept the same arrangement ynder
e - * T.ord Wenlock, that ishisaffair.” As to the necessity for a special case, there are at least

- two officers in the Presidency fully qualified for.-the Persian and Hindustani Jransf-
IUC R U torship, viz., Mr. Dumergue, Collector of Malabar, and-Captain Fardley Wilmot.
KR - The objection to the appointment being held by a Collector has been waived in the
: case of this translatorship in favour of Mr. T-‘es-himself, and if it is held or found that

'~ Mr. Dumergue can undertake the duty witl:but prejudice to his work in Malabar, T

<"t ¢ these two officers, T would give the Hindustzai work to the officer—a (lolonel Butler,
T believe—who has succeeded the late Colonel Curtois as Military Examiner and
Interpreter in Hindustani.. - As for the Persian work, it is very ravely that any turns

up. The translation work is almost il and tho only worlis the holding of an occasional

Mr. Sell, 2 good Persian. scholar, can be obfuined, though he will not be allowed by
his Mission Committee to take up the appointment itself. To avoid expense, ‘the fecs
2. 7. payable to him might be taken from the allowances of Colonel Butler; though 1
= ghould not mysclf propose this course. [ consider that any of the arrangements
' “suggested -above would. be preferable to making the proposed speeial application

. to the Government of India and the Secrefary of State, and the possibility of them

disposes of the alleged necessity. Another objection T have to the special reference

' 'i;f “the a‘ppoi%fment, which we have had a hard.fight for..
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B o - “would appoint him témporarily till Mr. Reey'is: free.  If not, T would put in Captain -
e - Fardley Wilmot on the same terms if his seiivices can be made a -ailable.  TFailing

T - s that it will eertainly lead to the re-opening of the question of the continuance of
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i - Tam strongly of opinion that the rule laid down by the Court of Directors that
‘the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor should hold no other appoint-
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examination. For this, and for the rare casés of translation, the services of the Rev. a
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of ‘Native Translators I can vouch:for the very real necessity of this, but whatever may be the
- ultimote decision on.this o any other point corinected: with Translatorships to Government, T
-7 would urge that I am entitled to exceptional consideration. - C ey
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PERSIAN AND HINDUSTANI TRANSLATORSHIP, .

. MEMORANDUM. =

o7 margin,. rules  that Private Seorstaries to the.

. 5th July 1§43, No. 10, ‘and recorded in Extract from --:.Gt)ver_nors of Madms and Bombuy “ghall. draw :

Minutes -of Consultation, dated . Lst Septemiber 1843, - -
NO; 458' - . . . - - .

“Private Seeretary.” :

‘ There can be no doubt, of ¢ourse, that this ruling applies to the caso of an- officer whq like . -
*..myself, held, the appointments of Under Secrétary to Government and Persian’ and Hindujtani -
- Translator, and was then appointed to be Private Sécretary to His Excellency the ‘GoveNor, - S
I heve accordingly lost the allowance of Rs. 300 n-month, and. the. appointment has been givedg~
" to anofher officer on. the understanding, which is recorded in the office of -the. Chief. Swretary -
to Government, that that officer only holds it, as agoinst myself, during my incumbency of %he . -
~ Private Secretary’s office, and that it reverts to me when I vacate that office.- -~~~ -7 . . .0
Lo Trom: time to time various suggestions are made'to the effect that appointments of Trans- -,
++ lators to Government should be held by natives of the country. ' As often, howover, as these. '+ ‘-
. suggestions have been made, it has been pointed out that there aro-weighty reasons why examiners
“who have to pass candidates for examinations for the public service, and for examinations for ¢

PR

L yprretmnaene e o

large pecuniary rewards should preferably.be Enropeans. - It has also been pointed out that only
officers who thoroughly understand the technical lIsnguage of English Acts and Regulations should
be entrusted with the duty of translating them into the vernaculars, . From my own experience

I have been Acting Translator to Government in Telugu for fifteen months and Trans]a-t;oi'rtov 4

Government in Tamil for six months.. The latter appointment I resigned in order to admit of an”" . -
-, arrangement which gave u brother officer’an opportunity of holding the Canarese Translatorship. -
.- At the same time I took up the:Persian and Hindustani Translatorship ; and subsequently ‘to

: _‘ A Déépatch“»of 't]ié;Cm'n't,Of: :-Directors_rof 18‘-‘13’,'-" numher and du’tefof \vhiéh are gﬁeﬁ in the

o consolidated allowance of Rs. 1,500 a-month = - -

‘ L e e -0 7 for their offices. The Despatch goeson tosay - i

- “the grounds upon which this decision is based are to provide incomes sufficiently high to -
“ gnable the Governor to select gentlemen of experience and ability to discharge the'duties of the

© “office with sdvantage to the public service and fo abolish the practice of acoumulating sllowances .
.* of other appointments with them.”. .Ths Despatch further lays it down that * this-amountisto. -~

. “be the maximum salary inclusive of pay and every other allowance of whatsoever kind assigned . . .-
- “to officers, Civil or Military, that may be selected by the-Governor to fill the appointment - of

this, -having found, vhat is well known to thost versed in these matters, that no officer can be an:

¢fficient “Interpreter in” Persian unless ho slso possesses some acquaintance with Arabie, with =

- which it'is intumately connected, I passed the Higher Standard Examination in Arabic.

" T had held the appointment of Persian and Hindustani Translator f'or' less then six mon’ths‘
when I' was compelled to go home on furlough, my health having suffered in no small degree from "

=i~ “journeys I made in Persia and Arabia for the express purpose of inore'asing'mjr' knowledge of -

these lunguages and in the hope of obtaining somo appointment as a recognition.” On my return -

from furlough I lost my Translatorship under the circumstances narrated above. L
I submit that an officer cannot pass the High Proficiency Examinations in Tamil, Telugu,

Persian and Hindustani, ‘and the Higher Standard in Arabic, without devoting the leisure of

 years to these and kindred pursnits. - At any rate, I am prepared to affirin that 1 have not been
- -able to do so, and that.it has cost me.not only much time and labour, but also much money,— - .
~ far more than T have ever made' by the brief appointmentsil have held as Translator to Govern-
' ment and by the rewards in-money which I have gained.  For instance, it costs a great deal to
- bring moonsheés from Shiraz to Ramuad, and Bagdad to Madras, and to travel in Persia and

Arabia,

I would urge that the‘quaﬁﬁcatibné' I.hd\"‘e bee'nj_zit the pziinéjto ‘acquire deéez;ve some :

recognition, and that the fact that I havelost my Persian and Hindustani Translatorship, under-

“an order upplying tc past times, when Rs. 1,500 «a-month was worth more than that amount plus

‘my Translatorship would now be, should entitle-nie to: spovial consideration in h.n(i'f arrangements
that may be made as to Translatorships'in general, and my own in particular. 'hé exceptional

. nature of this Translatorship is evidenced by the fact that it was held by a Member of Council

. £
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.~ 1o those which require a'knowledge of the Ianguages of Southern India.

2 . . T
h

~and & Chief Secretary to Government'in addition to his own duties. This is an old case, Lut
the order of the Cowrt of Directors, under tho operation of Whl(ih‘. I lose tl‘w pay at preseut, is
at least as old. [T specially value this. Tmnslatorshlp,..t]%e qll;m}lf;(!:1t1011§ for' which inelude a .
knowledge of three langunages, one of them the most useful in Indin, one of theul. tho first literary -
language in the East, and one of them perhaps the hardest in the world to acquire. T also value
it very much as the only official recogmition I have had of my work at langunges. Moreover, as
I am making a personal statement, I may add that T never would have bren at'the pains to learn
these languages for the small return that they have made me. I hoped to have obtained employ-
ment in the Political Department; -and it had been mranged that I should join the Afghan
.. Boundary Commission in 1883, when, unfortunately for me, its operations were suspended for some
" months, so-that a fresh appointment became impossible. As at the present stngo of my service it
is most unlikely that I shall ever be adopted into the graded list of the Political Department,
I have nothing by way of reward to look to during the remainder of my service except tho
Rs. 300 s-month'l get "as Persian and Hindustani Translator, and T cannot believe that, if the
circumstances are fully set forth, I shall be deprived of it, even should: the other Translatorships
be given to natives in pursuance of a general policy. There is probably not a native in this
., Presidency who combines a competent knowledge of English with a sufficient knowledge of
.. Persian, Hindustani and Arabic¢ to make an efficient Ixaminer-and Translator of Acts.

: The qualifications for this office are of a literary character, and- are not such as are possessed
~by natives of the country. Herc and there, but very rarely, you may meet 2 Moulvi of the old
scliool who knows the three Eastern tongues, but such &' man is invariably ignorant of and averse
to English, and without western education. On tho other hand, the fow Mussalmans who are now
acquiring o fair western edueation are, and will be more and more as time goes on, ignorant of the
literary Persian and the sacred Arabie, which their fathers thought the only things worthy to be
learnt. It is altogether different with the Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and Canarese Translator-
shipg  Each of these languages is spoken by millions in this Presidency and thero are thousands
. who bossess a knowledge of them, to which Europeans can hardly pretend, and also a competent
: knﬂ'ledge of English and a University degree. - A T
#  As régards Hindustani, my assistant, Mahomed Esack Khan Bahadur, is a- particularly good
Englis'f and Hindustani scholar, but I have never had. o draft-translation of an-Act from him
which did not require material alteration before the semse of the English was given. Asan
Examiner, whether in Tamil, Telugu, Persian' or Hindustani, I have always found my native
colleague anxious to pass the candidates in spite of obvious ivefliciency in some respect, generally
the rendering of English info the language in question, which is most important. ~This shows
that o presiding European member is necessary, if the standard of linguistic qualification, already

* low exough, is not to be allowed to fall still lower. o . ,

In respect to reporting on the Native Press, judging from Bengal and Bombay reports, this
" duty can he well enough performed by natives, but the conditions obfaining in Bengal and-
! - DBombay aro very different from those of the peculiarly. polyglot Presidency of Madras, and
! - contingencies might arise in any part of ‘India which would make the services of Europeans in

" reporting of special value. - ’ : e

; . Thave ventured .to speak of these subjects also, because I have a wider experienco of the
'+~ subject, I think, than any other member of the Civil Service. However, my object is to heg for’
| the retention of my own Translatorship and to show in whis respect it is on a different footing’

. In conclusion, T wanld econfess that the labours. of a Translator are light and teke 'but little
time.. But he must first know his language, and the consideration of payment for antecedent
labour arises: Specialists command special prices in the open market, and possibly Government
does not overpay a Translator in giving him Rs. 300 a-month. His remuneration cannot, I
respectiully submit, b% caleulated on the vight hours a-day prineiple, like that of an ordinary clerk.
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