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.  Reap—the followihg papers:— v : ,
From W. F. peFABECK, Esq., A.D., Surgeon-General with the Government of-

3

94tr OcropEr 1890, Nos. 711, 712, PusLIC.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. .

Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. George, 29th -
July 1890, No. 598.

With reference to paragraph 5 of G.O., dated the 1st May 1890, No. 325, Public,
I have the honor to state, for the information of Government, that, so far back as’
October 1887, Brigade-Surgeon Porter, the then Senior Medical Officer of the General
Hospital, had submitted propesals to this office for revising the Nursing establishment

" of that institutien; but the matter was not then taken up by the Surgeon-General. .

He has now re-submitted his scheme with further improvement which I beg herewith
to enclose for the consideration of Governmeht. . SR

-2 The scheme, as will be seen from the proposition statement accompanying it,”
entails no extra expenditure. It is a mere re-distribution of the present allotment of

funds by which two additional nurses are allowed.to the hospital, the condition of .

the nursing staff is generally improved, and a monthly saving of Rs. 10 accrues to
vaernment. ’ R )

. 8. This scheme is, *in my opinion, more satisfactory and at the same time more
economical than that proposed by Brigade-Surgeon Sibthorpe and I accordingly submit
it for the early sanction of Government. o 7

ENCLOSURES.

From Brigade-Surgeon A. PORTER, M.D, F.R.CS., Senior’ Medical Officer, 'General' Hospital, -

. _ to the Sccretary, Surgeon-Geneml with Government of Madras, dated Madras, 14th July
1890, Mo. 415. . - .

T have the honor to re-submit scheme for the improvement of the Nursing establishment of
this bospital. Theincrease in the cost of uniform aund iu the pay of the probationers over the
last proposal is made because it is found that the former rate was too low. However it will he seen
that the present proposal still costs less than the establishment as at present sanctioned. I attach
a copy of my-former letter and of Miss Scott’s letter, for easy reference. :

. —

From Miss M. A. SCOTT, Matron-Supeﬁntendent. General Hospital, to the Senior Medical
: Officer, General Hospital, dated quras, 4th October 1887. .

With reference to subj.ect of letter from office of Surgeon-General, dated 28th October 1887,
No. 5706, T have the honor to offer the following remarks after having carefully read over the
Government orders referred to in that letter and also Dr. Furnell’s letters Nos. 2025 and 2032.

9. The number and deseription of nurses at the present moment—

1st-grade Nurses
9nd do. do. .o . e e .o .. .. .. 6

3. Duties.—General supervision, giving of medicines, registering temperatures, attending
Medical officers on their visits and noting their orders. They also keep notes of cases requiring
special care and are held responsible for all bedding, linen, instruments and all other articles in

wards where they are placed. ' . ) _

4. T understand the proposal now under discussion is to fis the number of permanent staff
nurses at 12 and to make arrangements for the training of a limited number of nurse-pupils.

. 5. There are no distinctions made at present with regard to uniform or duties, though the

‘9nd-grade nurses are untrained and uncer{ifz‘cated_persqns,
Those of the lst-grade now entertained are satisfactory in the performanee of their duties

« o’ . .e . .e .o . e 9

and, with few exceptions, capable of supervising nurse-pupils m their ward duties, which would be -

those of assisting nurses. ) ) .
~ T'he 2nd-gradé nurses ab present entertained are a long way from being fit for promotion,

and, in more than one case, 1 fear ngver.wil‘l be; and I beg most respectfully to submit that,
through lack of esperience or natural incapacity, are not worthy of their rate of pay, and totally
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ision - of an-

unft for-the grave.and responsiblo “charge of the sick ‘without the close superv
Q:ipqlfienced _gn_d trustworthy murse. oo vl ey By
.. .6, 'The system of giving o person (so-called ‘nurse) of o fow weeks or months’ ‘hospital
" 'experiance (which is unavoidable under the presont arrangements) enttro nursing charge of irom
" 40 to 50 patients, either on ddy or on night duty, is subversive’ to order;or discipline, a8 noither
‘can be reasonably expected or.ehforced. - -~ o I IR N ‘
7. 1 find that in G.0., No. 1672, of 11th

| - ward attendants, that “pay be slightly improved so that hetter material may bo seoured.” ~That
T e remark seems applicable to nurses in the present instance—- '

- ;

ke

| not alono {0 securo better material
N -+ . but also to retain the best materinl alrendy to hand. ;, = ' o Al B 00y i
Lo ; -~ 8. Another proposition is that the schéme be introduced graduslly as ¢rained material for tho
o,  'geversl classes becomes dvai

ilable; at this present time, as n maiter of .fact; thero are only ‘hine

- . trained nurses on the establishment of this hospital, the remgix_zing ‘aix:‘_lmv\igng had no systematio

9. Tn G.0., No..1507, it appears there were in the then-sanctioned scheme provision made for
. twelve female nurses—they were understood to be ¢rained nurses, not purse-pupils: . There nlways
-seems to have been s difficulty in gecuririg the services of the requisite number, and I have no
.7 hesitation in stating that this must be due_(at the present timo ot least) to the very low rateof
‘ " pay offered for 2nd-grade nurses. R T g s R
G *. " Now, 8s then, the 2nd-grade nurses are *deficient in_the essentinl qualifications of nurses”
S -+ and ore opén to the same ob 1l '

© . %' wiendency of the female nursing staff run into supervision.”  ‘I'his is most peouliarly noticeabloof -

* ' .the 2nd-grade nurses, ns; owing to their incapncity and want of ex rience, they are far below the
- ward sttendants (over whom they are pldced) in nursing qualificetions.. This can alone be -

"/ remedied by o systematic training, and should the present arrangements bo continued it'must
perpetuate and aggravate existing evils. I regard the ward attendants‘as truly the “ back-bone .
_ of the nursing etalf,”’ and o most essential element ; but they cannot be regarded as nurses; their
N duties should be confined to keepingéloor,‘ furniture, knives, crockeryy &e., clean’; carrying ‘meals
. from pantry; fetching medicines from. dispensary; clothing, bedding, &e., frpm linen room;
“ 7 ‘bathing sdult patients, snd-necessary attention to .*private’ - cases. ‘A¢ present, in order to
R ° fncilitate the training of 2nd-grade nurses, there is weekly re-arranging of tours of duty. Con-

e " . sequently. wards left by senior nurses in’ good working order become wholly: disorgonised by

' junior murse’s week.* in charge,” this ‘acting detrimentally to the interest token by lst-grade
nurse in her work. ; B e e Lo Sk e s :

- - 10.-In the proposed scheme of having twelve trained hurses, the arrangements could be o day

-7 .and a night nurse for each nursing block, the best surgical nurses being left pexrmanently in the

surgical wards and - the best. medical nurses in the medical *wards, and two head  nurses to take
" . charge of officers’ quarters and to be also available' for any special duty necessary. - " ‘

. 11. Nurses in charge should perform more strictly nursing duties- than they do at present—

L

. . bed-muking, washing and sponging of patients, application and making of pm'xltgzés,' fomentations
. 74 as well as the;practical’ training of pupil-nurses and also continue their present duties. A higher /
{ rate of pay and distinction in uniform dress, with an opening’ for promotion, would act beneficially .:
on:the trained nurses who have passed. satisfactorily theéir - éxaminations. and have hnd several '
_ 'years’.egtpenence.- - B SRR ORI .
© 7 This could be had by.constituting several grades and promotion by merit, .
.. = .7+ The number of nurse-pupils would necessarily vary as:thoso.presenting themsalves for
0T  training prové more or less fitted for the nursing profession, = T .t .

; - Ly
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-
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., Senior Medical Oﬁiée_r,, General. -

<o . From Surgéon-Major J. H,-RITCHIE, 1

- . Hospital, ‘to the Secretary to thée Surgeon-General with -the Government of
: 3 el Mad{ag?"dated'Madxgs; 25th August 1890, No. 494.. "= .- |
. In compliance with your' memérandum No. 5258, dated 29nd ‘Angust 1890,

- ~ e e Thave the honor, to forward, in' duplicate,
* . Memorsndum No. 5258, dated 22nd A

\ 52 -22nd August & proposition statement for the revision
- ".1890, and the. original pxgpomhon.stgte;ngnt‘» of the' Nursing establishment together

" . héfewith returned.
C e chapter 9 of the Civil Account Code. .
2. T'have taken this opportunity 6f including an extra dhobie, thus’ raising tho.

- number from &to 6. - [ find that an additional dhobie.is"absolutely necessgry, as'the
S quantity of foul linen hqstjm;créase'd_,‘ and now’ that the ‘whole of the ‘servants are
TR -provided by Government with'clothing, the present staff of dhobies will not be able

. . to do the incréased work cfficiently. "1 might ‘add that this additional servant was

.- originally proposed by Dr. Sibthorpe in piragraph 20 of his letter No. 143, dated

[

%
ot

»

jection that Dr. Furnell in‘his memorandum’ No.:2040 notes— °

+ “with tho statement prescribed in rule 6,.

.
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241w Octonex 1890, Nos. -7'-1_“1,'5.7_'1'_;,
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thls office, and are correct. -

*“The entry in the-prop
Rs. 30 each per- apnum, shoul

oA

+" The entnes ‘in: the column oi “ present scale

osed scale a3 allowance

OBDER—dated 24th October 189

No.ADS—171 e SRR
” have heen compared mth the reglsters of

for umform for 12! nurses, amountmg to.
- It will be

d be “scored ‘out as. it "is-a contmgent charge on y.: )
d -in GO., No 286, Puhhc Department deted the

’(::fgf i "observed that the charge has been sanctmne
gjg - “16th of Apnl 1890. S )
S SEE ) o SR
5—5 LR , Four, ST. Gzom, L (ngned) '1‘ W RAWLIns e
s‘gﬁ'g'g - - llth September 1890.: - PUREIR LT _ Accountant-General
- OR Y - - - - K R JORTA .. B ‘ N e 4
ey " I L R
] - o AT
=‘8“ e e MEMORANDUM. : R S
r S Fortrarded to the Chref Secretary "to Gov ernment Puhhc Department for the ‘
i ' sanctlon ‘of the Right’ “Honorable the Governor in Council.” - P S
5-55' %. . 2. T he serv1ces of an extra dhobie ; are very much reqmred S sl
e Fon'r o1 Gnonee,, Ll (Swned) “W. F. DEI‘ABECK MD., a
2nd September 1890 R -7. _ ~;burgeon-General wzih tize G’overnmcnt of Jlfadras

0 \o. 711, Pubhc.':'

sanctioned, subject to the Govern-- -

the approval of

37 .
= ' - The prop051t1on statement is
8 ment of India, Whlch is necessary under the riles pubhshed in.G.0.; No. 1287, dated-
e 18th Aprll 1877, m consequence of the rewsron involving tlie abolition of ‘the appomt-
& . ~ mentof Head Nurse, the pay ‘and allow-
D Pay Rs. 115 plus: ration allowance Bs. 150——ma’e ances of which exceed Rs. 250 per mensem. - -
BT ' . O., No 980 dated 19th June 1878.: Tt is observed that -there is at'present no °
52: d ' . permanent mcumbent of -this appolntment o
- _5;5; K "9, The supply of umforms to the twelve nurses, at a- cost- of Rs. 30 each per - .
- annum, is sanctioned. “ This item— —which was Dot prewously authorised as supposed by =~
k= b ".the Accountant-General—-—has been struck out of the statement as 1t forms a chqrge y
§'§ agamst contlnvencws. K : SRS ; e
,_g,‘.;‘,‘ - T (True Entract) SO .
:g:g’ L - RN
2 S
[:1-3 . .
R : To the Surgeon-General wrth the Government of Madras. L
e _-'; Accountant-General ' . e AV :
E EnnogsEuEN'r——dated 24th October 1890, No, 712 Puhhc. R )
P ""é‘.l : : quy forwarded tq the Government of Indla TFinarce and Commerce Department ,
S 1 for approval, with reference to paragrap 41 (4) of Resolution No. 17.09,. dated 22nd
R March 1877, A- copy of G 980 dated 19th June 1848 is also forwarded for -
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