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C. J. LYALL, Esq, C.IE,
Offg. Secretary to the Government of India.

FroxM

To
Tae BISHOP’S CHAPLAIN.

Home Department.
Judicial.

Calcutta, the 7 December 1889.

SIRr, <

I aM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 702, dated
the 7th ultimo, communicating the views of the Right Reverend the Lord
Bishop of Calcutta upon the proposal made by Mr. Filgate, Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Mar}iages, Bombay, that the functions of ministers of
religion who may be appointed to be Registrars of Births and Deaths under
Act VI of 1886, should not be restricted in the manner indicated in the Home

Nou, 3-039-947, dated 13th July Department circular marginally noted, but that
1889. the class of persons for whom they may be required
to act in that capacity should he that class of the community in respect to
which they are, by reason of their respective denominational callings, in the
habit of officiating at baptisms and burials. ) : j

9. His Lordship, though not satisfied that it i necessary, has no objection
to the Proposed alteration in®he definition, but is?appar@ﬁtly apprehensive lest
the clergy in their capacity as Registrars may be brought too much under the
control of the }i.egistrar General. Tam therefore to explain for His Lordship’s o e Qe
information that, though section:16 (1) of Act VI of 1886 contemplates thaﬁé”f‘; Tt erenn
each Registrar of Births and Deaths should have an office at which applicants"»z;’;:m[';;f(;’fz.ﬂ"m, s
for registration can attend, there is no intention of giving the Registrar Genera.l._f:*"::;f: oy »»;w;,;;,’;,,ﬁ
authority to direct the clergy to open offices as lo{egistrars, and that Local Gov- o

ernments will no doubt arrange that section 16 (2) shall not be applied to clergf Lnsatiind o :‘;‘"“1
on the establishment and will avoid placing them under the direct control of the «Aa’: ; e .4«.::
Registration Department. Their connection with the Registrar General will,""* PRSP
the Governor General in Council hopes, be confined to the transmission to him 3
of the documents which the rules promulgated by Home Department Notificae 3

tion No. 1173, dated 19th July 1888, require them to send to him.

3. In these circumstances the Governor General in Council thinks it best
to leave to the Local Governments and Administrations the discretion of decid-
ing whether they will adopt the definition of the duty of the clergy who act as



X -

Registrars which has been suggested by Mr, Filgate or not, and trusts that, in
view of the explanation offered in the Present letter, the Lord Bishop will be
satisfied that the consequences apprehended by His Lordship will not be involved

in making over to the clergy on the establishment the duty of registering
the baptieme-and-berinis of members of the Church of England.

2

biolles ¢ de sl
B I have the honour to be,
8IR, '
. . ~ea
Je, " . ) 1
Ld“ C '3 577 Your most obedient Servant, ‘
7/ C. J. LYALL,

Offg. Secretary to the Governument of India.

\
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No. / 7 Zf
® Letter from Bombey Govern.
ment, No. 3673, dated 5th September

with enel COPY’ wlthoo i i 1 noted ¢
;&1:.‘:{& md? “;:fn;‘%. — Pies of the papers marginally JE
o1 7 ] 0 - . i
Nh‘ﬁ's o ::: -::h& Chapiain, forwarded to the ""\“'N-;,:m Admintotrations marginally stodf !
o T e O, o
t Madras, Panjs.  1OT information and guidance, in continuation of {
ot St v
‘and Oudh Asearn. moi':"lu: ‘!‘:::'rm'r- Foy i, TT
Coorg. i p o
Jf A k'
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No. 733 . :
Cory, with copy of the letter to whioh this is a reply, forwarded to the -
Government of Bombay for information and guidance, with reference to the ";

letter from this Department No, 1448, dated the 17t October last. i ot \
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No. 8673, dated Bombay Castle, the 5th September 1889.

From—J. Nucext, Esq., C.S,, Chief Secrctary to the Government of Bombay, Gene-
ral Departmeunt. ’
To—The Secretary to_the Government of India, Home Department,

With reference to your letter No. 3—940, dated the 13th J uly last, stating
that His Excellency the Governor General in Council is of opinion that in
making appointments under section 12 of Act VI of 1886 the class of persons
for whom clergymen may be required to act as Registrars of Births and Deaths
should be defined to be’'those at whose baptisms or funerals they have them-
selves officiated, I am directed to forwar§ herewith, for the consideration of the
Government of India, copy of a letter No. 1962, dated the 3rd ultimo, from the

Begistrar Genersl of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Bombay.

No. 1962, dated Bombay, the 3rd August 1889, -

ral of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Bombay.

From—The Registrar Gene
the Government of Bombay, General Department.

To—The Chief Secretary to ‘
"1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of.Government Resolution,
General Department, No. 3033, dated the 31st ultimo.

9. As I understand the views of the Governor General iq Council as quoted in the pre-
amble to the above quoted Resolution it is contemplated that in future a Minister of Religion
appointed as a Registrar of Births and Deaths undel: Act VI of. 1886 shall only be required to
register the birth of an infant whom he may have himself baptised or the death of a person at
whose funeral he may have himself officiated.

3. I venture, with the very greatest res ect, to urge that the registration powers of these .
Minister-Registrars should not be narrowed down 1n this manner. If it be laid down that the
class of persons for which clergymen may be required to act as Registrars of Births and Deaths
ghould be that class of the community in respect to which these Minister-Registrars are by
reason of their respective denominational callings in the habit of officiating at baptisms and
burials the object of the Government of India will be secured, and seeing that each Minister-
Registrar in this Presidency has juriediction asa Registrar throughout the entire Presidency it
will enable, let us suppose, & Baptist Minister-Registrar residing at Dharwar to accept and
register notice of a birth or death which has ocourred amongst the Baptist Community at
Karachi and which the tenderer of the notice at Dharwar may have been unable to register at

Karachi before his departure from the latter place.

No. 1448, dated Simla, the 17th October 1889,

Froh—C. J. Lvaut, Esq., C.I.LE,, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India.
To—"The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 3673, dated
the bth ultimo, submitting for consideration a representation by the Registrar
General of Births, Deaths an‘t Matx_'rlages, Bombéle_ inﬁﬁnngztion with the in-

structions conveyed in the Home Depart

No. 3—940, dated 13th July 1889 iroylyr marginally noted that, ia . makingp:;):)%liﬁf
ments under gection 12 of Act VIof 1586, thq class of persons for whom clergy-
men may be required to a.ct as Registrars of Births and Deaths should be defined
to be those at whose baptisms Or funerals th(:-.y have themselves officiated. For
the reasons mentioned in his letter, Mr. Filgate urges that the functions of
ministers of religion Whg may be appomted.to be. Reglstlrars under the Act
should not be restricted 1n the manner 1nd19ated in thg circular, and that the
class of persons for which tl}ey may be requlreq to act in that capacity should
be that class of the commumty in rpspect to W.hlch theg are, by reason of their
respective denominational callings, 10 the habit of Oﬁicmtlli?" at baptisms and

burm;s- In reply I am to say that the reasons which induced the Government
£ In«iia to issue the instructions ref_erred to will be gathered from the corre-
° dence with the Bishop’s Chaplain, Calcutta, which forms part of the enclo.
spon f the communication from this Department, No. 9—1236, dated the 31st
sures Ot last. Iam at the same time to point out that, as it is left to Local
é:g;;menés to make the necessary rule in order to secure the object in view,




the Government of Bombay may, if it thinks fit, instead of defining the class
for which clergymen are to be Registrars as those persons at whose baptisms
or burials they have officiated, adopt the definition proposed by Mr. Filgate.

No. 1449, dated Simla, the 17th Ooctober 1889,
From—J. P. Hewrrr, Esq,, Under Secretary to the Government of India.

fv‘*“ Co T ' ,
No. 702, dated (ou tour, Morat), the 7th November 18.85.).

ishop’s lain.
Re . O. Moozs, Bishop’s Chap .
:mm-Thoeﬂi ) v;;e:;::retary to the Government of Indis, Home Department.
'o—T he Ccl8!

the receipt of your letter No. 1449
To—The Bishop’s Chaplain. 1 have the honour to acknowledge Sioial) o T 7t Gotober 1689,

bay, to Home Depert- er with enclosure,® on the subject

With reference to the oo ndence ending with the letter from this o, z.geg?'fwﬁ:: s?»;amt’wr 1880, ¢ Bombay, f,‘?&ff limitation of the duties of Clerical ‘<

Department, No. 1145, dated the 16th August last, I am directod to forward the xmm ‘m’f&f}" e Registrars of Births and Deaths. ‘ :
. accompanying co ication® ' . . ishop :0f ‘Calcutta never con-

No. 3673, dated 6th Septamber 1650, from the G):;vgmmlg,t :; l?om"g:;m,':,’{,’ﬁi%:g 9. T am directed fo say in repl_y tha;:‘;% Iﬁ;s 'th%(oGovemment. of Indiato
a representation by the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages, templated that the recommendations 1 ho requirell of ‘the Clergy would . =
Bombay, in connection with the instructions conveyed in Home Department : N Jocal Governments deflning what ,vi'as stricting them within the limits there .
Circular of 13th July last that, in making appointments under section 13 0o necessarily have the effect of absolute tyhat Olergy Who were Registrars would ~ "¢
of Act VI of 1886, the class of persons for whom clergymen may be required laid down. His Lordship considered thak ,

to act as Registrars of Births and Deaths should be defined to beytbooe at whoee be at liberty,

baptisms or funerals they have themselves officiated. It will be seen that for communion, whenever there was any 8

h d he hoped also Will::g: to aCh any membel Of their Own ,
an [ 9

reason for so doing. His Lordship

. .0 5 would be that as a general ru}q those

T Filoat : expected that the effect of tho limitation Fdeath would do*o at the time of the
R L O e R e i e S
not be restricted in the manuer indicated in the circular, and that the class of . fim or b to have a Begistration Office, OF for the~ Regxstrzf en(;e;a tof X
persons for which they may be required to act in that capacity shoald be that fo! ’ﬂllie Clal'nigs O endance, whioh would be bOth“flmpmboluci ewaa1 du}r:e els;;
glas:;1 of the %@:&‘w.m respect to which they are, by reason of their respeot- :‘ﬁ:_ 1‘:‘16 in consequence His Lordship thinks that: the Clergy wo
llv:mizzix;ﬁ;reowhethe‘:l:f', o ihe habit of officiating at baptisms and burials. disinelined to accept the.office. _1ia is of opinion that the present
the Lord Bishop. “118 suggestion commends itself to the Right Reverend 3. If, however, the Government of India is of op P

istrars will have the effect of
eps : : £ Clergy who are Registrars :Wlll ) ]

deﬁmt‘t?noofhzl:: :ll:;f)l::t(l)l br fro gyacting outside the limits laid down, Hl;%.ord- E

oV ob'ectionoto their duties being defined as suggested by Mr. Filgate. : .
ship bas 20 of ) aion that the alteration is hardly necessary, and that it would
But he 1s o sgoul d it have the effect, by widening the limits within which |
be undesira lfe expected as a general rule to act, of making it necessary for thg
they Woulﬁ a B?eaist,ry Office, and to be l}nder the orders of the head 0
Clergy to eeg;mentbthan their own as to times of attendance ; or should it
ailnot.he;;'l ed:&):ct of making the Clergy still more disinclined to accept the office.

ave

i ip feels very strongly that it cannot be
4. Iam tolad((lnth‘itv ‘I‘Illlsl liofgllglt)o undertakz: these gdlylfies, if it should be . . .
eF ted tha . s efl >r them to keep such an Office and tirpes of attendance Y
considercd ne(-e‘ss'n :y OG eneral ; and further-that His;Lord‘shlp kfeels bounq to . k‘ %
fixed by tlhe Cl}(, g:_ ﬂ:‘s ecclesia;tical officers, in.declipmg‘to place themselves im = >~ Y o
;‘;gpgztéief uu:izz;.t’he direct control of the Registration Department. o e
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