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No. 3251, dated Singapore, 19th June 1590.
From—A. P. Tavporr, Esq., Acting Colonial Secretary,

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Depart-
ment,

IN continuation of my letter of the 21st March last of even number with
this, I am directed by the acting Governor of the Straits Scttlements to inform
you that His Excelleney has cuused full enquiry to be made into the subject of
Madrassis recruited for lahour in the Colony, and more especially with regard
to coolies engaged for service in the proteeted Native States.

2. Iis Excellency sees no reason to differ from the assumption expressed
at the commencement of paragraph 2 of vour letter under reply ““ that the
<limatic conditions on estates newly opened up for cultivation in the protected
Native States ofler greater visks to the health of coolics than those of estates in.
the Province of Wetlexley and clsewhere which have been long established.” Lam,
however, to state with reeard to the high death-rate in certain of the protected
Native States that there can be little doubt that in past years it has been in
great measuve dne ty the inferior stamp of coolics who have heen hrought {rom
Madras.  There is an unanimous agreement of opinion on this subject among
those best qualified to judge, and I am to communicate to you the following
extracts from Reports which have been receivel on the subject.

3 Perak.—The Acting  Resident of this State writes: “ Tt is without
doubt that the mortality on newly op:med Estates, such as all those in the
Native States, is e¢reater than that on old Bstates, such as those in Province
Wellesley.  The main causeis the had material sont us—heggars, weavers,
dhobies, diseased persons and children, instead of agricultural labourers acous-
tomed to out of door work.” The Assistant Indian Immigration Agent in
the same State reports: “I am sure this (the excessive mortality on certain
estates) is duc to the unhealthy and debilitated coolies who are sent
here. It scems to me that the majority of those sent here arve collected
from the slums of the towns; a great mny of them coufess to being
professional beggars * * * T think those in charge of the depot in
Negapatam  previous to the present arrangements are also to blame, or
how could a man with enrvature of the spine, another with hip discase
and many others I could nme get through the examination ® All the Planters
have free coolies employed, and though they get fever, &ec., the death rate
among them is very low. They are as a rule strong healthy coolics who could
and did enrn money in their own country, and could afford to pay their pissage
over; on the other hand the majorily of the immigrants couldn’t and wouldn’
do any work, but simply entered into contracts for the sake of chanwe and the
rapee or two they got given them in India”” The State Surgeon also writes :
““One has only to visit the Central Prison at the present time and see a bateh of
some twenty or thirty sentenced to imprisonment for absconding from the
estate where they were employed.  They are mere boys and of poor physique,
and not one of them capable of performing a day’s work.”

Selangor~The British Resident in this State, writing in 1988, reports :
“The result of enquiry I have made is generally that this was due not to
the insanitary condition of the ground where the Immigrants laboured nor
(exeept in a slicht degree) to the nature of the accommodation and food
provided, but to the fact that when they arrived in this State, a large portion of
them were only fit for the Ilospital. This I think is borne out hy a letter
dated the 27th June (1888) from the Acting Indian Immigration Aceat,
Penang, copy of which I enclose. From this letter Iis Lixcellency will see
that the Surgeon in India who meidically examined the eoolies intended for us
made the remarkable statement that he was under the impression that the
Native Siates Planters did not require such good coolies as the Province
Wellesley Planters, and that he often pissed men on to the Native States
whom he had rejected for Provinee Wellosley . * * * 'J’he As-
sistant Indian Linmigration Agent in Sclangor writes: “ In my report for 1858,
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alluding to the excessive death rate it is remarked—1It is impossible to attit-
b_ut.e.t}xe high ra:ce pf mortul_l‘cy to clim:ttlc influences, ‘as in the various
vicinities where Indian Immigrants reside and work, other nationalitics in-
cluding free Tamils also live and work, and there is really little or no mottal-

ity among them.” 'The above are only a few of the extracts from reports to
the same effect from Selangor.

Sungei Ujong.—The Residency Surgeon of this State writes: *Since the
year 1883, about 1,600 Statute Immigrants have arrived in Sungei Ujong from
India. Those sent over in 1886, 1887 and 1838 were not at all a satisl‘?uztory
lot of coolies. A very large percentage of them were weakly improvident
creatures who had never been used to labour of any sort.  Many of them were
suftering from deformity and disease on their arrival in the State, and were not
able to do any work, spending their time between the Estate and Government

Hospitals and finally sinking into a state of chronic debility with an almost
invariably fatal termination.”

Johor—The Assistant Indian Immigration Agent in Johor reports:
¢« The Government trace the sickness and mortality as due almost entirely t<;
the inferior physique of the coolies received {rom India, the majority of whom
seem to have had very weak constitutions and to be totally unfit for agricul-
tural labour ; and consequently when they arrived in Johor mny of them Dowinfr

’ b

to the exposure necessarily involved in agricultural work soon fell ill and
died.”

4. His Excellency is glad to be able to report that the present state of
the health of Sgatute Immigrants affords every hope for a great improvement
in this respect. From Perak the Assistant Indian Immigration Agzent writes :
« Now-a-days 4 or 5 per cent. would be considered excessive, but " in the ol(i
days the death-rate in some cases and in some particular districts was a great
deal higher than any we have here” The Resident, Selangor, in his annual
report for the year 15389 states: “The excessive mortality which prevailed among
Indian Immigrants 1885 is not, I am glad to report, a feature of the returus
for 1839. The death rate has fallen from 1306 to 549 No Statute Immi-
grants are now employed in Selangor on road labour which has been found to
Dbe the most trying kind of work forthem. Referring to the high death-rate on
the Sungei Ujong Railway works in the vear 1838 and up to June 1889, the
Residency Surgeon reports: Messrs, Hill and Rathbone then acting on my
advice removed the coolies from the jungle altogether and made lines Tor them
along the sea-shore. The sickness at once decreased and the number of deaths
for the last half of 1889 was 25, diminishing from 9 in July to 2 in November
and none in December. As regards Johor, though the Indian Immigration
Agent is not satisfied that the coolics employed on some estates there have been
treated with sufficient care as regards food and medicine, he reports, after a
recent inspection, that the enforcement of the measures he has takci; will, he
belicves, materially decrease the serious mortality which has occurred "Uis
Txcellency is addressing a special communication to the Government of that
Sta'te, .in’.lpmssing‘ on it the .nece.ssity of enforcing every possible means of
maintaining the health of the immigrants there employed.

5. In cgnnection with the1 subject of the cause of the high mortality in
certain Native States, Ilis Excellency desires me to state that he considers
it right to nl();ntlon.tlnn.t the Indiin Immigration Agent and the authorities in
Selangor flfld Sungei Ujong are strongly of opinion that the health of the inden-
tured coolies would be m.nterlally improved by the adoption of a higher scale of
pay and by a shorter period of contract, They arc impresssed with the unfa-
vourable effect upon the mind and conseqnently on the physical health of coolie
immigrants of the prospect of three years’ enforced servitude upon wages fixed
very much below the market rate of frec lahour, a prospect which has to be
faced by every new comer, and which results in many cases in apathy, loss of
health and death. His Excellency accordingly proposes to address the Govern-
ments of the Protected Native States with a view to inviting them to
pass the nccessary enactments for shortening the period of contract to two
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years, and if possible for fixing a higher rate of wages than at present. A
separate communication will be addressed to you on this subject when the
result Yis known, but I may here mention that the most satisfactory results
have been obtained on the Sungei Ujong Railway works from the adoption
of a short period of contract and a higher rate of wages.

6. With regard to the suggestion contained in the latter portion of
paragraph 2 of your letter under acl'inowledgmgnt, I am to inform you that
instructions are being given to the Me_adlcal.Oﬂicer in charge of the Depdt at
Negapatam to take special precautions 1n the case of those coolies who are
destined for employment in the less healthy regions. .

7. His Excellency does mnot consider that. much 1mportange need be
attached to the ill effects of the sea voyage which are alluded to in the letter
of the Head Assistant Collector of Tanjore, (.1a’.ced the 3rd December last.
The Indian Immigration Agent repoyts ﬂ}at it is very rare that coolies arrive
prostrated by sea-sickness; and it certainly is not probab_le ’ghat a voyage of
five days would have any permanent effect on the constitutions of the coolies.
Any Immigrant arriving in a state of collapse would however in the ordinary
course of events be sent straight to hospital, but as a matteg of fact, a cooh'e
does not begin work in a Native State (e-g-» Perak) until 4 or 5 days after his
arrival in Penang. a ) t

. to state in conclusion that His Excellency bas every reason to
hope8 tlfaftl,mwith the establishment of the new Depét at Negapatam, tile
zood effects of which are already acknowledged, and with the progress of the
&ative States in the means of communication and'the apghances of 01v111z.a-
tion, the health and conditions of life of Indian Immigrants in these States wﬂl.
soon’ compare favourably with those of thelr fellow-countrymen on the older

established Estates in the colony.

[G.N.K. ]
-
G.C. Drees, Simla.=Xo, 418 B. & A, D—18.7-90,—100.
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