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‘consequence of continued cloudy, rainy, and unsettled weather day and night, with no appear-
ance of the sun for 14 days; a boisterous south.west monsoon ; a distressing rolling head swell,
causing hatchways to be closed on account of the shipping of seas ; constant exposure to the
12in in frequenting tle closets and detention below in the between decks (temperature 94 to
97° Y¥ahrenheit) ; that 17 deaths are recorded up to the crossing of the Equator, 10 deaths to
the crossing of the Tropic, and from Tropic east to arrival at the port of Surinam Y deaths.

“The health and condition of the emigrants improved rapidly under more favourable
weather experienced when the ship entered the southern track of the voyage.

¢« Of the 13 births that cecurred, I have to record that one was astill-born delivery, 5 were
premature deliveries on the 7th month of pregnancy.”

The mortality was as follows: 7 male and 3 female adults, 3 boys and 7 girls from 2 to
10 years, and 22 infants, including 6 who were born during the voyage, making a total number
of 42.

No epidemical disease occurred during the voyage.

A. SALOMONS,
Medical Inspector..

J. DELMONTE LYON,
In charge of Immigrants, ex  Elbe.”

ng

W

Government of India Cextral Printiog Office,~No, 11 B, & A,—14-3-90.—100.—J, D'C.



No. 10 Public (Emigration), dated India Office, London, the 30th January 1890.

From—The Riour Hox’sLE Viscount Cross, G.C.B., Her Muajesty’s Secretary of
State for India,

To—The Government of India,

-~ 1 TRANSMIT, for the information of Your Excellency in Council, copy of a Despatch, with
" No. 87, dated 11th December 1889, enclosure, from Her Majesty’s Consul for Surivam, reporting
and enclosure. the arrival of the British Ship Elfe with emigrants from

Calcutta, and enclosing a report of a Medical Commission appointed to euquire into the great
mortality which occurred during the voyage.

P

No. 37, dated Paramaribo, the 11th December 1889. .

From—W. Wynouas, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul, Cayenne and Surinam,
To— The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

I HAvE the honour to report the arrival, on the 23rd ultimo, of the Buritish Ship Elde, with
emigrants from Calcutta, who were Janded on the 24th ultimo; there were shipped at Calcutta
677 souls as follows: 379 men, 152 women, 62 boys, 40 girls, 25 infant boys, and 19 infant
girls, total 677. During the voyage 14 births took place, ziz., 9 boys and b girls, making a
total of 691 ; this was again reduced to 649 by 42 deaths, viz., 7 men, 3 women, 3 boys, 7 girls,
12 infant boys, and 10 infant girls,

As the nominal roll and attested copy of the ship’s log were not delivered to the Con-
sulate, as I am informed the master of the FElbe was instructed to deliver them, and these
documents only reached me yesterday through the Agent General for Emigration io this
colony, T am unable to give any opinion on the great mortality on board, but I enclose a
translated copy of the report of a medical commission assembled on board to enquire into the

matter. .

[Translation.]
Dated Paramaribo, the 21st November 1889.

Report of a Medical Commission appointed to enquire into the mortality on board the Elbe”’

W uavE the honour to report to your Honour the result of our inspection on board of
the coolies bip Elbe, which left Calcutta on the 3rd August 1889, and which was riding at
anchor about 5 miles from the light-ship.

A perusal of the admission and discharge book, the case book, the weekly abstract of
d deaths during the voyage, the medical journal and observations
perfectly kept, and that the treatment of the passengers
e voyage was according to the requirements of science,

admission to the sick list an
of temperature, proved that these were

by the Surgeon»Superintendent during th
whilst the coolies who were on board have declared that they had a good treatment.

The enquiry about the provisions, which were in sufficient quantity, proved that they
were of gocd quality ; the drinking-water, of which on arrival a Jarge quantity was still in store,
was also of good quality, of good taste and colour; the medicine and medical utensils were
also according to the prescribed requirements.

Nothing was to be remarked on the cleanliness of the upper and the between decks; the
closets were clean and without any smell; the vessel was also well ventilated in the between
deck [system Thiers’ ], and the space was in general according to the prescriptions.

The lists of daily issues proved also that the immigrants received their food in sufficient
quantity.

From the above-mentioned facts
must be concluded that the number of 42 deaths,
the case of the sick on arrival, only one suffering from fever,

attendance. _
That the cause of the several cases of sickneces which caused the mortality must be

ascribed to the unfavourable weather during the voyage, as is related by the Surgeon-Super-
intendent, viz., “very rough and tempcstuous weather at the commencement of the second
week of the voyage ; sickness prevailed toa great extent; the emigrant’s daily routine life
was severely tested ; a certain amount of cachaxid combined with nostalgia was induced ; in

connected with those inserted in the doctor’s journal

adults and children, during the voyage, and
cannot be ascribed to want of
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