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Z The Right Honorable
VISCOUNT CROSS, ccp,
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.
The Memorial of Grorar Duncan Irvixg,
Madras Civil Service, District and
Sessions Judge of Coimbatore.
HuMBLY sHOWETH THAT
m:,‘,f.ﬁ,"’is{{:‘}ﬁﬁf '103%?" Comba- Your Memorialist, having entered the Civil Service in

1863, was appointed to a Judgeship in July 1872, and has
Acting District and Somsiops’ held judicial office, with short intermissions, ever since, the
Judge, Tanjore, 1 June 3 . . . . .
last ten years of his Service having been passed in the higher
grade of District and Sessions J udge.

2. He has had no reason to believe that his services
have been otherwise than approved of :

Ag. Addl Sess. Juige, Cudda- During the Famine of 1877 , he was selected to fill
lore, 16th April 1877. . o .
ore prt temporarily the office of Additional Sessions
Judge :
G. 0. Mad., Financial, 6th Oct. In 1884, a Judgment passed by him, on an

Yo. 2367. . ; iei
1884, No important question of Municipal Law, was

confirmed by the High Court and circulated
by Government as an authoritative ruling :

6. 0. Mad., Judicial, 29th Sept. In 1886, he was employed on Special Duty in
1886, No- 2506 . . . :
connection with alleged human sacrifices in
Bustar, and his report was accepted and acted
upon by the Government :

. Pro. Mad. Govt., 28th July 1888, In 1888, he was appointed to try charges of

o 1756, bribery preferred against the Sub-Judge of
Tellicherry, an important duty requiring, in
the opinion of Government, the services of an
experienced officer.

No o, Mad. Govt., 12th Jan, 1983, And he has been more than once selected as one
G. 0, 10th Sept, 1888, No, 1929, of the District Judges, to whom Bills before
India, : e
ndia Council are referred for opinion.
/
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3. No censure has ever been passed by Gover ':llent or
LR ‘ _
the High Court on your Memorialist’s work, an .»\ﬁl
interview before his departure on furlough last year, Il
Excellency Lord Connemara was pleased to express himself
satisfied with 1t.

4. While so, on the occurrence of a temporary vacaucy
. , wary

this year in the High Court, Mr. T. Weir, C.S., was
appointed to act.

5. Your Memorialist was, at the time o‘f this appoint-
ment, absent on furlough, but was due. in a few weeks, aud
had informed Government of his readiness to cancel leave,
and return to duty, if his services were required.

6. Mr. Weir is four years junior to your Memoria}ist
and 17 places below him in the gradation list. He was flu's(ti
appointed to a Judgeship in 1883. Before tha‘t h.e ll)a
acted for several years as Registrar of the High Court, ut:
his experience on the Bench commenced ‘eleven years after
your Memorialist's first appointment z%nd.four vears after his
promotion to the superior grade of District Judge.

7. Your Memorialist at first believed that the selection
of Mr. Weir was due to a supposed temporary emergency,
arisine from the almost simultaneous departure on lea‘ve of
the two Civilian Judges and the Registrar of the High Court.
But, in reply to a respectful remonstrance addressed l))’ hnlm
to His Excellency the (Governor, he was favored with the
following letter :—

“D.0. PRIVATE SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
A )N . (] )
Mapras, 27th February 1890

My Dear IrviNeg,

In reply to your letter of 7th February l890., [ am d'n'octed by iﬁ]{lﬂ
Kxcellency to say that the question of an officiating nppomtmenf, tto \ct
High Court was fully and carvefully considered, and that the apporntment
of Mr. Weir was that which appeaved to His lxcellency, after full consi-
deration and consultation with those he considers most.compct:ent to fox-_m
an opinion, to be in the interests of the Public Service which alone 1fu
such cases His Kxcollency considers. Lam to add that the re-appoint-
ment of Mr. Weir is intended in any future vacancy.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) J. D. REES.”

And, at a subsequent personal iuterv:le\v,. His Ijlxtccllenci
explained the concluding sentence Of’t.hls lett;mMo. l{;;:ir
that, so far as lay n His Excellgncy s power, 1 ,
would be confirmed, in the cvent of a perianent vacancy.

. . . oason
8. His Excellency, while dechm.ng. to give any rea I

for this supersession of your Memorialist by'fon{? sot'mf}llcdl
esbl . isfie

his junior, threw out the suggestion that, 1t dissa ,

7 /
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your Memorialist was at liberty to address your Lordship
on the subject. His Excellency added that “he would be
only too glad to be set right, if the Secretary of State
thought differently in the matter.”

9. Partly in deference to this suggestion, and partly
because your Memorialist feels it due to himself, in view of
the possible occurrence of a permanent vacancy, to place on
record a statement of his case, he respectfully addresses
this appeal to your Lordship.

10. If it be permissible, your Memorialist would refer
your Lordship to the opinion of past and present Judges
of the High Court, under whom he has served, as to his
ability to fill with eredit a seat on their Bench.

11.  Sach an appointment is the only prize to which a
Civilian Judge can look forward as the reward of long and
faithful service. ~The service of your Memorialist far
exceeds that of any of his contemporaries, with the exception
of the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Parker, and he shares with

that officer the advantage of having been trained in subor-
dinate courts.

12, Your Memorialist has no wish either to disparage
the merits of others, or to overstate his own. In justice to
himself, he feels bound to urge upon your Lordship the
superiority of his claims, arising from length of service, and
judicial experience : aud, having done this, he confidently
leaves the issue in your Lordship’s hands.

) B ora

i
Madras Civil Service.

AIGGINBOTHAM & CO.—MADRAS,
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22xp Jury 1896, No. 6, PusLic.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

LerTer—to

TeHE Rieur HoxorsBLE THE SECRETARY or STATE ror INDIA.

My Logb,

We have the honor to forward a memorial addressed to Your Lordship by
Mr. Duncan Irvine, of the Madras Civil Service, in which he complains of the selection
of Mr. Weir in preference to himself to fill a temporary vacancy in the Madras High

i ereva” 23 Court.
ovd
% [ ’ / We have the honor to be,
é/ - My Lord
P4 ?
have Ve (m"’ 67 Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servants,
& Porriral @)rEnc) 4:7,,,, oé;“ﬁ (Signed)  CONNEMARA.
( 5 ) C. G. ARBUTHNOT.
j " Drcvcas Irrecs, 7 Al ( » ) J. H GARSTIN.
( » ) J. GROSE.
U‘(dm &yp{ /’;”'“", i =/4' ¢ gc,/;w / O0TACAMUND, '

22%nd July 1890.
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18, Ne. -+, MIsCELLANEOUE.

PUBLIC (1890) DEPARTMENT. | P —
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K ExcLosvrme. -
LETTER to the Right Honorable | I R
the Secretary of State for I = '
India. o L 4,
Dated 22nd July,
L]
NO' 6 Of ]890' | \ STATEMKNT WITH DITTO.
‘ *
Olu‘)lnor (JOVERNMENT. e . A A
! . |
!
’ STATEMENT WITH prrTO.
" PAPERS NOT FILED UP, BRING MRANT FOR DESPATCH T
IN ORIGINAL {not paged). g {
Forwarding @ memorial from Mr. (. D. Irvine, of
the Madras Civil Service, compluining of (he ;
selection of Mr. Weir in prefercnce to himself to . ;

-

£il a temporary vacancy in the Mudras High

Court. .- Nn-—- _

~. A wx Copy in foll.
" B mr Not to becopied. . A ‘ : o L , o
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