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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. -
PUBLIC DEPABTMENT.

s b e et

REeap—the following paper :—
From G. BIDIE, Esq, 8.3., C.IE, Surgeon-General with the Government of
" Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. George,
Srd April 1890; No. 306. o , ,
" In obedience to the marginally-noted orders, I have the honor to submit to His
- ' Excellency the Governor in Council a
Paragraph 1 of G.0., No. 1, of st January brief report on the practical working
1889, and G.0., No. 446, of 22nd Muy 1889. in the Presidency hospitals of the new
scale of diets, &e., for thelatter 9 months
of 1889. This report has been delayed by the late date at which some of the neces-
sary information came to hand. '
Eye Infirmary—The average cost ‘per patient during term of residence was
Rs. 2-11-0, being less by 2 annas 3% pies than in 1888. On the other hand, the
average daily cost per diet for each patient was 4 annas 5% pies inclusive of extras,
wines and spirits, and therefore in excess of the corresponding charge in 1388 by
about } pie. Surgeon-Major Brockman strongly urges the continuance of the present
scale, as being more convenient and as not being in excess of the former unsatisfactory
scheme of diets. , ‘
Lock Hospitals.—The Medical officer considers that the new system has worked

 well. e gives to natives half-diet with certain extras, and in this way, the cost

of cach diet has been 2 annas 9 pies against 3 annas 6 pies, the cost of full diet for
natives. This arrangement seems to have answered very well. ,

Lepsr Hospital. —The Medical officer is satisfied with the European seale, but
thinks the native full diet ijnsufficient. Dr. Cook therefore proposes to substitute for
it a scnle of his own, which embraces a daily allowance of 26 ounces of rice. This
was the amount formerly given to Burmese prisoners on hard labor, #nd it was
found that, in many cases, they were not able to consume it all. No doubt, leprosy is
an oxhausting disease, but I am of-opinion that the allowance of rice suggested by
Dr.. Cook is excessive. As this is a special institution and- as the new full diet is
much more expensive than the old, I would propose that the latter be reverted to, as
it was always considered sufficient and convenient in former years.

Women and Children Hospital.—In this institution, the new scale has, on the
whole, given satisfavtion, but the full diet is more than sufficient for women. I would
therefore suggest that, to prevent waste, some modification of it for this hospital be
adopted. I am unwilling to wultiply scales, but if would be a greater evil to con-
tinne a diet more than sufficient for the wants of the sick. The new full native diet
in 1889 cost 3 annas 6} pies, against 3 annas 445 pies in 1888. The European diet
scale is approved of by Dr. Hackett.

Lying-in Hospital.—The Medical officer considers that the revised scale has
worked well, as the diets are In most respects more liberal, afford greater variety tham
before, and are more to the liking of the patjents. The average cost of each European
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dict was 6 annas 10 pies, against 6 annas 5 pies in 1888, and the dverage cost of each

- pative 3 anpas 6 pies, against 3 aunas 5 pies. Along with this there is a larger

number of returns and calculations to be made throwing more work on the steward.
Dr. Branfoot attributes the rise in prices to increase in the contract rates of some
articles. He also complains of a trick which is resorted to by all contractors to kecp
down the general total of their tenders. It consists in pricing articles not likely tw
be required, or if required im very small quantities, at absurdiy low rates. Of course,
the assumption is that, in working the contract, the man tries to recoup himself some-
how, and to prevent unfair dealing constant vigilance is necessary. This state of
matters, of course, entails extra trouble on the hospital staff, but I do not see how it is
to be prevented. 1 am not aware either that the sick suffer irom it, and the Govern-
ment sometimes gains,

~

Generul Hospitul.—The Senior Medical officer, writing under date the 28th:
February, gives a statement which shows that, under the new arrangement, the average
cost per diet us well as for extras was less for all classes of patients in 1839. He
considers that for cheapness, varioty and suitability, the new scale is superior to the
old. This officer. also points out the subterfuges allnded to by Dr. Branfoot, by

which the comtractor tries to keep down the total of his tender. As regards extras, -
the.Senior Medical officer thinks that the limit of economy in this direction has been

reacheds In the cuse of European and Eurasian patients, the reduction in diet charges
has been satisfactory ; the average cost having been 7 annas 94 pies, against 8 anyas
113 pies in 1888. In.the case of natives, the change has not been so satisfactory from,
a financial point of view. ‘'he formuls for the cooking have worked well, but it has
ot been found possible as yet to experiment on the comparative cost of coal and wood
as heating materials. The Senior Medical officer does not think that the number
of forms specitied at page 9 of the order of Government under reply can be reduccd.
As regards the form in page 16, appendix 4, he makes the following remarks :—

s As regards the forms on page 16, they are not complete enongh. Besides showing the
number of daily sick, including ¢ Remaining from the day before and admissions,” the forr should
also show (1) the number dieting themselves, (2) those discharged without diet, (3) those dieted
on extras alone, (4) those on diet, and (3) a total column. This total should correspond with
the total of daily sick, and in your office you would be able to compare the figtires to see whether
these two totals correspond with the remaining on the last day of the month and the total admis-

. sions shown in the monthly returns. This then would form a double check upon the accuracy

‘of both : it will in that case be easy enough to see also that the average cost for patients is within - *

the limited rates of 8 annas and ¢ annas for Kuropeans and natives respectively. By way of
further check on the returns, the particulars of (1) number of patients dieted, (2) their diets, and

(3) extras and stimulants, should agree with the same particulars given in the ¢ Ingfedient returns,’ »

and, in view to checking the calculations of ingredients used in the preparation of diets, &e., somo
care would Lave to be bestowed to prove the correctness of the * Ingredient statement.” The
heading ¢ Section and Ward’ is not required, as it has been done away with in accordance with
your letter, No. 3378, dated 20th June 1889, and superseded by the mew forms which I have
since introduced and which have the samejeffect with a diminished elerical labor.”

Brigade-Surgeon Sibthorpe also states that the register of perishable articles hag -

.not been found suitable for the Gencral Hospital, and a special- report on- the subject
is promised. : :

2, In my opinion, the working of the new scale has been faifly successful, but the

diet scheme for natives seems to need reconsideration, especially as regards full diet, .

being expensive. I have also suggested a return to the old scale of diet for natives
in the Leper Hospital and spme reduction of the full diet in the Hospital for Women
and Children. The subject of the returns also needs attention. I have therefore to

. suggest that, as soon as possible
Brigade-Surgeon C. Sibthorpe. &8 ’ pose ) & retura

Surgeon-Mujor 1. F. Brockman. new scales frgm a financial peint of view,

be prepared showing the working of the °

kett. . ;
- }(:)l:&ett as compared with the old, for the officiul
L A.-M. Branfoot. year ending 31st March 1890, and that

the marginally-noted officers be them+ °

~directed . .to meet and consider what chaxge, if any, may be necessary.
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are approved; the necessary subsidiary -
should be submitted to Government as ;
the report of the Committee.
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Diet Scales in Presidency
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Passing orders on the Surgeon-General’s report .
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. Reap—the following paper : — ‘m“ U R O I
From G. BIDIE, Esq., u.B., c¢.I.E. Surgeon-General with the Government of \.' {
Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Pert St. George,. g .popn 5
3rd April 1890, No. 306. S SR L
In obedience to the marginally-noted orders, T have the honor to submit to His ‘
Exgellency the Govepnor- in Council A e
Paragraph 1 of G.0., No. kzof 1st January “brief report on the practical working
1889, and G.0., No. 446, o 22nd May 1889, in the ‘Presidency hospitals of the new :
,, ‘ ‘ scale of diets, & for the latter. 9 months % + ) W
-+ of 1889, This report has been delayed by the late date at"®hich f

lich some of the neces- K

*

sary information came to hand. .
is .. . LT ebesm s R g * ) R
Eye Infirmary.—The averafie (gst per patient durimy term of -pesidenee wag” T T
Rs. 2-11:0, being less by 2 atuas 31 pies thap in 1888." On the other hand, the
average daily cost per diet for each patient was 4 annas 51 pies inclusive of extras, . ‘
. wines and spirits, and therefore in excess of the corresponding charge in 1888 by SY e
about pie. Surgeon-Manr Brockman strongly urges the continuance of the present
scale, as beirg more convenient and as not being in excess of the former unsatisfactory
scheme of diets, o b et o bl
~Lock Hospilals.—The Medical officer considers that the new system hag worked
well. He gives to natives half-diet with certain extras, and in this way, the cost
of each diet has been 2 anoas 9 pies against 3 annas 6 pies, the cost of fy diet for
natives. This arrangement seems to have answered very well, : :

" Leper Hospital. —The Medical officer i3 satisfied with: the Européan scale, but
. thinks the native full diet insufficient,  Dr. Cook thercfore proposes to suhstitut’e ior
it a scale of his own, which embraces a duily allowance of 28 ounces of rice, Thig
was the amount formerly given to Burmese prisoners on hard I bor, and it wasg
found that, in many cases, they were nos able § consume it Al N doubt, leprosy is

4 R *  an exhausting disease, but I am of opinion that the allowance of rice slﬁgcste«fb
: O "D Cook is exoeessive. - As this is a speciul institution and as the new full diet g™
§ = ' ~much more expensive than the old, I would propose that the lat{er be reverted to as
| o, it was always.censidered sufficient and convenient in former years, A

Women and Children Hospital—Tn this institution, the new scale has, on the

whole, given satisfaction, but the full diet is more than sufficient for women

. Cat : : . I “'Ould o ’
¥ . therefore suggest that, to prevent waste, somemedification of it for thig hospital be
!' AR " _ Voo : I 4
| . :
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VI ’w()p‘td. I am unwilling to multiply scales, but it would be a greater evil to con-

tinue a.diet more than sutlicient for the wants of the sick. The new full native diet
in 1889 cost 3 annas 64 pies, against 3 annas 44% pies in 1888, The European diet
scale is approved of by Dr. Hackett. .

Lying-in Hospital—The Medical officer considers that the revised scale has
worked well, as the diets are in most respects more liberal, afford greater variety than
before, and are more to the liking of the patients. The average cost of vach European
diet was 6 annas 10 pies, against 6 annas 5 pies in 1888, and the average cost of cach
native 3 annas 6 pies, against 3 anpas & pies. Along with this there is a larger
number of returns and caleulations to-be made throwing more work on the steward.
Dr. Branfoot attributes the rise in prices to increase in the contract rates of some
articles. He also complains of a trick which'is resorted to by all contractors to keep
down the general total of their tenders. It consists in pricit;g articles not likely to
be required, or if required in very small quantities, at absurdly low rates. Of course,
the assumption is that, in working the contract, the man tries to recoup himself some-
how, and to prevent unfair dealing constant vigilance is necessary. This state of
matters, of course, entails extra trouble on the hospital staff, but I do not see how it is
to be prevented. 1 am not aware eéither that the sick suffer from it, and the Govern-
ment sometimes gains, :

General Hospital.—The Senior Medical officer, writing under date the 28th
February, gives a statement which shows that, under the new arrangement, the average
cost per diet as well as for extras was less for all classes of patients in 1289. He
considers that for cheapness, variety and suitability, the new scale is superior to the -
old. This officer also points out the subterfuges alluded to by Dr. Braufoot by
which the contractor tries to keep down the total of his tender. As regards extras
the Senior Medical officer thinks that the limit of economy in this direction has heex’l
reached. In the case of Furopean and Eurasian patients, the redyetion in diet charges
has been satisfactory ; the average cost having been -7 annas 94 pies, against 8 annas
112 pies in 1858. In the case of natives, the change has not been so satisfactory from
a tinaneial point of wew. The formulee for the cooking have worked well, but it has
not been found possible as yet to experiment on the comparative cost of coal and wood
as heaging materials. The Senior Medical officer does not think that the number
of forms specitied at pafe 9 of the order -of Govethment under reply can be reduced.
As regards the form in page 16, appendix 4, he makes the following remarks :—

% Asregards the forms on page 16, they are not complete enough. Besides showing the
number of daily sick, including ¢ Remnining from the duy before and admissions.” the form should
also show (1) the number dicting themselves, (2 those discharged without diet, (3) those dieted
on extras alone, {4} those on diet, and () a total column. 'fhis total should’ norrespﬁond wilfh
the total of daily sick, andin your office you would b able to’ compare the figures ta see w}mthe;r
thesc two totals correspond with the remainiug on the last day of the monthazmr_l the total admié-
sions shown in the monthly returns. This then would form a double check upon the socuracy
of both ; it will in that case be easy enough to sek also that the average cost for patients is within
the limited rates of X annas and 4 annas for Kuropeans and natives respectively, By way of
further check on the returns, the particulars of (1) nawber of patients dieted, {<) their diets, and
(3) extras and stimulants, should agree with the same particulars given in the * Ingredient z-et;lmg,’

and, in view to checking the calculations ot ingredients used in the preparation of diets, &e., some ™
ots, Le.,

care would have to be bestowed to prove the correctness of the * Ingredient statement.’ [he
heading ¢ Section and Ward ’ is not required, as it has been done away with in nccordzm;‘e with *
your letter, No. 3378, dated 20th June 188Y, and superseded by the new forms which I have
since introduced %and which have the samg effect with a diminished elerical labor.” ’

Brigade-Surgeon Sibthorpe also states that the register of perishable articles has
not been found suitable for the General . Hospital, and a special report on the subjeet
is promised. . S , jeet

2. In my opinion, the working of ghe new scale has heen fairly successfal, but the
diet scheme for natives scems to need rdwensideration, especially as regards tzull diet
being expeusive. [ have also suggested a return to the old scale of (ﬁet for natives
in the Leper Hospital and some reduction of the full diet in the Hospital for Wome:
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- gabove are approved ; the necessary subsidiary orders will be issued by him.

suggest that, as soon as possible, a return

Brigade-Surgeon C. Sibthorpe.
Surgeon-Major K. F. Brockman.
Hackett.

C()Ok. ’

A. M. Branfeot.

as compared with the old, for the official
year ending 31st March 1890, and that
the marginally-noted officers be then

”
12
”

directed to meet and consider what change, if any, may be necessary.

B
[

Reference, dated 9th May 1890.
With reference to his letter, No. 306, dated 3rd April 1890, the Surgeon-Gencral

is requested to report specifically—

; ] ~)whether the tenders called for in any ir}stitution are per diet or for each
separate ingredient entering into the diet ; .

“¢41) whether any tender embraces the supply of more than one article ; and

¢41L) whether the diet scales represent issues by the hespital staff from articles
purchused aund stored in bulk or not.

* (Signed)

- .

PR
1

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras.

From W. FARQUHAR, Esq., 1.0, Acting Surgeon-General with the Govera-
ment of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to (GGovernment, dated Fort St.

George, 20th May 1890, No. 429.

In reply to reference on No. 1043, dated 9th instant, T have the honor to state
that the tenders called for in any institution are for each separate. ingredient entering

into the diet. ,
9. The tender embraces the supply of more than one article.

~8. The diet scales represent issues by the- hospital staff from articles of ingredients
supplied from time to time by the contractor according to requirements..

Oxper—dated #/ June 1890, No. 423 Public.

The Suggestions of the Surgeon-General in paragraph 2 of the first letter read
The
return showing the financial results of the change should be submitted to Goverament
as soon as it is ready, and shouid not be delayed for the report of the Committee,

2. With reference to the complaints regarding the subterfuges resorted to by the
contractors, it is evident from the.Surgeon-General's letter, dated 20th May 1890,
that the old contract system is ‘m“‘-;"’mg.rasm-“‘ 1, if.not in the form of a rate per diet, at least
in a form which maintains all 'its evils. The contracts are to supoly day by day each
ingredient at a certain rate, and the supplies are made by the contractors in  smail
quantities. There is no buying in bulk,at times when articles are cheap ; no storing
and issuing as required by the hospital staff. The contractors’ profits are in no way

reduced, but merely split up.  Until the daily cofitract system is compietely given up,

no substantial reduction in cost will be effected. .
» ’
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and Children. The subject of the returns also needs attention. I %e therefore to

be prepared showing the working of the
new scales from a financial point of view, _
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of the experiment, as evinced by the subjoined abstraet of the
S report, are consequently disappointing o

» Cost per diet in 1889
. . &8 compured with the
» Hospitals, . ) previous yoar,
3 N Incae ase ¢
= Decrense —

‘ RS, A. P,
Eye Infirmary .o .. .o .o .e 0 3} iﬁ
Lock Hospital . o

L ]
»
[ ]
Sh
o ¥
<
.
»

v 40
Y .. . » e o' . — 0 0 9 . : .
Women and Children’s Hoepital—Natives e .o .. +0 0 2 i
Lying-in Hospital—Europeans . .. .o .e +0 0 5 -!.
0: Natives ., ‘. .. .s .o + 0 0 1 - f
General Hospita.l-—liuropeans and Eurasiang . -0 1 2 ¥ i
(True Extract.). ' S ST f
< J. F. PRICE, i . ,
' Clief Secretary, ? ) v
To the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras, i : ‘ "
»  Banitary Commissioner for Madras, , : 1 &’? - » ) W
. B ? H |. : .
 J S, . : m b

ExDorseMENT—dated f/ June 1890, No. £, 84, , Publio.
Copy to the Government

) 3 . J‘ |
of India, Home Department, with reference to My, 3 ‘
Hewett’s letter, No. 272, dated 4tk May 1889. :
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

B

- Reap—the following paper :— ! e

From G. BIDIE, Esq., u.B., c.LE., Shrgeon-General with the Government of

Maudras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort St, George,
3rd April 1890, No. 306. .

In obedience to the marginally-noted orders, I have the honor to submit to His
Excellency the- Governor in Council a

Parsgraph 1 of G.O., No. 1, of 1s Jannary brief report on the practical working
1889, and G.O., No. 446, of 22nd May 1889. in the Presidency hospitals of the new
scale of diets, &e., for the latter 9 months

Cof 1889. This report has been delayed by the late date at which some of the neces-
sary information came to hand. .

Eye Infirmary.—The average cost per patient during term of residence was
Rs. 2-11-0, being less by 2 annas 3% pies than in 188S.” On the other hand, the
average daily cost per diet for each patient was 4 anpas 91 pies inclusive of extras,
wines and spirits, and therefore in excess of the corresponding charge in 1888 by
about § pie. Surgeon-Major Brockman strongly urges the continuance of the present
scale, as beig more convenient and as not being in excess of the former unsatisfactory
scheme of diets. :

Lock Hosprlals.—The Medical officer considers
well. He gives to natives half-diet with certain extras, and in this way, the cost
of each diet has been 2 annas 9 pies against 3 annas 6 Ppies, the cost of full diet for
natives. This arrangement seems to have answered very well.

that the new system has worked

Leper Hospital —The Medical officer is satisfied with the European secale, but
thinks the native full diet insufficient. Dr. Cook therefore proposes to substitute for
it a scale of his own, which embraces a daily allowance of 26 ounces of rice. This
was the amount formerly given to Burmese prisoners on hard labor, and it was
found that, in many cases, they were not able to consume it all, No doubt, leprosy is
an exhausting disease, but I am of opinion that the allowance of rice suggested by
Dr, Cook 1is excessive. As this isa special institution and as the new full diet is
much mdre expensive than the old, I would propose that the latter be reverted to, as
it was always considered sufficient and convenient in former years.

Women and Children Hospital —TIn this institution, the new scale haé, on the
whole, given satisfaction, but the full diet is more than sufficient for women. I would
therefore suggest that, to prevent waste, some modification of it for this hospital be

s
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adopted. I am unwilling_tq multiply scales, but it would be a greater evil to con-:f
tinue a diet more than sutticient for the wants of the sick. The new full native diet

‘in 1889 cost 3 annas 64 pies, against 3 annas 4,4 pies in 1888, The Furopean diet’
scale is upproved of by Dr. Hackett. .

Lying-in Hospital —The Medical officer considers that the revised scale has!

worked well, as the diets are in most resipects more Liberal, afford greater variety than
before, and are more to the liking of the patients,  The average cost of each European

diet was 6 anuas 10 pies, against 6 annas & pies in 1888, and the average cost of each -

nitive 3 annas 6 pics, against 3 annas 5 pies. Along with this there iy a larger
number of returns and caleulations to be made throwing more work on the steward
Dr. Branfoot attributes the rise in prices to increase in'the contract rates of some
articles. He also complains of a trick which is resorted to by all contractors to kee

down the general total of their tenders. 1t consists in pricing articles not likelv 1o
be required, or if required in very small quantities, at absurdly low rates. (Of course, |

the assumption is that, in working the contract, the man tries to recoup himself some-

how, and to prevent unfair dealing - constant vigilance is necessary. This state of -

matters, of course, entails extra trouble on the hospital staff, but I do not see how it is

to be prevented. I am not aware either that the sick suffer from it, and the Govern.

. ment sometimes gains, :

General Hospital.—The Senior Medical officer, writing under date the 28th

February, gives a statement which shows that, under the new arrangement, the average

cost per diet as well as for extras was less for all classes of patients in 1889, He
considers that for ¢heapness, variety and suitability, the new scale is superior to the

old. This officer also points out the subterfuges alluded to by Dr. Branfoot, by .

which the contrac ir tries to keep down the total of his tender. As regards extras,
the Senior Medicw. officer thinks that the limit of economy in this direction has been

reached. In the case of European and Eurasian patients, the reduction in diet charges -

has been satisfactory ; the average cost havingbeen 7 annas 9} pies, against 8 annag
11% pies in 1885, In the case of nutives, the change has not been so satisfactory from

a financial point of view. The formule for the cooking have worked well, but it has

not been found possible as yet to experiment on the comparative cost of coal and wood
as heating materials. The Senior Medical officer does not think that the number
of forms specified at page 9 of the order of Government under reply can be reduced.
As regards the form in page 16, appendix 4, he makes the following remarks :—

“ As regards the forms o page 18, they are not complete enough, Besides showing the
number of daily sick, including ¢ Remainie g from the duy before and admissions,” the form should
also show (1) the number dieting themselves, (2) those .discharged without diet, (3) those dieted
on extras aloue, (4) those on diet, and (5) a total column. This total should correspond with
the total of daily sick, andin your office you would be able to compare the figures to see whether
these two totals correspond with the remaining on the last day of the month and the total admis-
sions shown in the monthly returns. This then would form a double check upon the accuracy
of both ; it will in that case be easy enough to see also that the average cost for patients is within
the limited rates of 8 annas and ¢ annas for Kuropeans and natives respeetively. By way of
further check on the returns, the particulars of (1) number of patients dieted, (2) their diets, and
(3) extras and stimulants, should agree with the same particulars given in the * In gredient returng,’
and, in view to checking the caleulations ot ingredients used in the preparation of diets, &e., sore
care would have to be bestowed to prove the correctness of the Ingredient statement.” 'fle
hsading ¢ Section and Ward * is not required, as it has heen done awny with in accordance with
your letter, No. 3378, dated 20th June 1889, and superseded by the new forms which I have
since introduced and which Lave the same effect with a diminished clerical labor.”

Brigade-Surgeon Sibthorpe also states that the register of perishable articles has
not been found suitable for the General Hospital, and a special report on the subject
is promised, - ’

2. In my opinion, the working of the new scale has been { airly successful, but the
diet scheme for natives seems to need reconsideration, especially as regards full diet,
being expensive. 1 have also suggested a return to the old scale of det for natives
in the Leper Hospital and some reduction of the full diet in the Hospital for Women
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and Children. The subject of the returns ale: needs attention. Ichave therefore to
st 2gest that, as soon as possidble; a return
be prepared showing the working of the
n:w seales from a financial point of view,

Brigade-furgeon C. Sibthorpe. -
Burgeon-Major E. F. Brockman,

. S:ﬂ:ett' as compared with the old, for the official
. A. M. Branfoot. yearsending 3lst March 1890, and that

ths marginally-noted officers be then
directed to meet and consider what change, if my, may be necessary.

i -
il

Reference, dated Qﬁ_b,Muy 1390.
With reference fo his letter, No. 306, dat.d 3rd April 1890, the Surgeon-General
1s requested to repart specifically— o : ‘
(i) whether the tenders called for in iy institution are per diet or for each
separate ingredient entering into the diet ;
(ii) whether any tender embraces the supply of more than one article ; and

" (ui) whatther the diet scales represent iwues by the hospital staff from articles

purg*msed and stored in bulk or 1a4.

J. F. PRICE,

" (Signed)
wo Chief Secretary.

To the Surgeon-Creneral with the Government of M: Iras.

3l

From W. FARQUHAR, Esq., M.p.,, Actitg Surgeon-General with the Govern-
ment of Madras, to the Chief Sec:ctary to. Government, dated Fort St.
George, 20th May 1890, No. 420. .

In reply to reference on No. 1043, dated 9th insﬁant, I have the honor to state
that the tenders called for in any institution are for each separate ingredient entering
into the diet. '

"

2. The tender embraces the supply of mowe than one article.

3. The diet scales represent issues by the hospital staff from articles of ingredients
supplied from time to time by the contractor ascording to requirements.

" Oxprr—dated L1th June 1890, No. 423, Public,.

: L :

The suggestions of the Surgeon-General paragraph 2 of the first letter read
above are approved ; the necessary subsidiary orders will be issued by him. The
return showing the financial results of the charce should be submitted to Government
as soon as it 1s ready, and should not be delayei for the report of the Committee,

2. With reference to the complaints regariing the subterfuges resorted to by the

~ contractors, it is evident from the Surgeon-Genewul’s letter, dated 20th May 1890, that |
the old contract system is still continued, if nor in the form of a.rate per diet, at least |
in a Torm which maintains all its_evils.. The eutracts are to supply day by day each T

Tagredient at a cortdin rate, and the supplies are made by the contractors in” smaijl

-qnanfities, There is no buying in bulk, at times when articles are cheap ; no storing

o

and issuing as required by the hospital staff. The contractors’ profits are in no way

.........

no substantial reduction 1n cost wil] be effecteu:
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3. The results of the expenment‘, a8 evinced by tht subjoined abstract of tho &y
Surgeou-General’s report, are consequemly dxsappumtmg —
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! Cost por diet in 1889
. i us comypured with the
) Hospitals. N previons yeary,

- i Increas -+
. Decreass —

Q ' BEB. A. P,
Eye Infirmary : 0

Lock Hospital .o : 0
+ Women and Children’s Hospltal——-l‘n atives . .
Lying-in Hospital-—Europeans .o . e
0. Natives ..
General Hospitsl—Europeans and Furasians
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( True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary,

To the Surgeon-General with the Govemmen? of Madras.
»  Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, |

ExporseMENT—dated 11th June 1890, L 424, Public. - .

Copy to the Government of Tndis, Home Department, thh reference to Mr.
Hewett's letter, No. 272, dated 4th May 1889,
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