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No 1 Division

treatment of Indians lately perferming

{ Copy )

VICTORIA POLICE. - (47

- Russell Street Station-

).

Melbhourna Police
District.

Ath January 1890.

Report of Const. Wardley, 3492. relitive to allegcd 111-

~nd bheing axhibited

at the Palace of Amuscnent s, llelbournec.

I beg to

tiie Chief Commlssioner of Poliee,I huv

report that in acco

quiries regarding the alleged ill-tre

lately employed at the Palace of Amusemants in

Althoush complaints of ill-treatinent

during ths time the Indians we
unconnected in any way with the e>

attorly impossible to obtain

dians themselves, their reasons being,

ascertained, thint they were compl

the former.

The statcments furnished by

tachaed cormmication to the

my opinion exarpmerated in any way.

It will

was received

he romenmberasd +1r t some

feon Mr Gilbert gmith,t

.ny particular

ately under subjecti

rdance with the wishes of

e made special in-~
~+ment of the Indians

Melbourne.

wors made to the police

hibition, it was Tound

s Trom the In-
as woas subsequcntly

on to

My Bastord alias Roberts.and iir Washburn but principally

time arso.a complaint
ne Indian interpreter

oi

ro being axhibited by persons

Mr Syed Teepoo, 1n his at-

novernment of Pengal,are not 1in

"

of +his City.and Const. Stokes of this station was instruct
ed to visit the Indians duaring the timo they wer _
2 2y were bein -~
hibited, and ascertain from them whether thev had an o
| v had any com-
plaints to make regarding their treatment, food, &c,and that
, ha
Dr Shislds also paid them a visit a few days subsequent ;
) ant . but
no tangiblzs complaint was made by them to Const. Stoke
o S s
whilst Dr Shields reported them to be in good health f“;
1, 2T
that the slz2eping accommodation provided them was of’a sat
S at -~
isfactory nature. ( I do not know the exact naturc of Dr
Shields ' report,but I believe it was to the above effect)
But I am now prepared to show on reliable authority.that
( although Const. Stokes was accompanied by a competent
interpreter).the Indians were afraid to muke a sin
ake ¢ gle com-
plaint to him, becauze !Mr Roberts, the proprietor of the show
. )
accompaniad by his Hindoo interpreter,would always remcin
somewhat convenient,whilst the Indians were being question
1o -
ed, and thus their mouths were virtually closed so far as
S ShaliEs
making complaints weres concerned. I do not for a moment in
tend to insinuate that Const. Stokes displzyed any laxity
in making hiis inquiries, becausc I know full well that the
information to be obtained now,was not obtainable at that
time.When Const. Stokes first visited the Palace of Amnusec
. ) .
ments.he found the Indians in an wpparently healthy ssate
although the rooms in which they dined and slept Were not’
by any means in such a cleanly condition as they might be;
but r Roberts was evidently put on his puard,and before
the arrivel of Dr Shields.nearly =211 his ecmployes, includings
es, ine. n;
the Indizns themselves,wers s2t to work to thorougnly cle )
£ eun
and serub out the wholes plzce.Probably the fullest attent-
ion was not paid to Mr Smith's complzints,because in the
first plzee it was evident they could not be substantiated
antia
and secondly, becanse h2 had a motive in bringing them T
&) 3 m Ior-

ward, nanely ,that of romuncration.

Vhen
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When tho Indiong were fipgt Cnzgaged iy ip Roberts inp

Irndia, tha various agreement g Stipulatag thot on arrival 4in

Australia:-
The 3 Queons wvere to receive 100 Tupees per month

The 2 01q Indiun Soldiers 25 " each, do.

The Indian Jugglayp 50 "

s do.
‘ The Baskot~trick Indian &

e

his two childran 70 " do.

X

Tie 2 monkey boys & {
their father 70 "

l 1

.3/ : The Contortionist boy an

his mothery 20 " do,

The Big~hnadeg man and his

brother 20 " do. {

A littls bov was algo broughit from India by iip b

Ca

Robarts ag 2 servant at o szlar: o 20 rupees per

g it

month,

The Indians Vere not allowed to go out into the streets

with the exception o7 £0ing to the baths on two or three

e ————E T g v £ IF

\ 0Ccrusiors under the care of My Davidson,their inferpreter,

and this wag only to go ang return again,no liberty being

allowed them, Regarding the food given them, Mp Dﬁvidson,wh;

was in ilr Robertg' employ, admittedq to e that larq, gang also

meat slaughtercq by a Christian, was siven then to eat,thig

being apaingt the Prececepts of theip religion;but there wagq

no alternative,they must necessarily accept it op £0 with-

out. Ther warc often suljected to ill~treatment,and tha

mother of t:.a boy contortionist wag On one oceasion Cruelly

beater, Both ON0Y =nd food was often su lied by g gctutors
J Sp

at the exhiibition, Ag the apreements undep which they wern

enganed were mads in India, tha Indiarsg Noturadly conecludag

b [ . . .
\\ thut ther wonlg ra Faiu 1n accordanee With thae nomingl valwe
N

;ﬁ

of -



of a rupee,namely 2/- but when they did receive their pay,
whiclh was not until four months after their arrival in this
Colony,they were paid at the Colonial rate,namely /5%,

The delay in the payment of their salary, combined with the
reduced rate of = rupee, and also the manner in which some
of" thew were beaten, caused sreat discontent'amongst them,

which resulted,as is woll known, in some of thair number

being brought before the City Polige Court,and fineaq, on

account of their alleped mis-behaviour. No one knew anything

of their conduct except those closely connected with the
exhibitiorn,thercfore ro refuting evidesnce could be siven,
Mr Roberts freguently throutened them, by stating he would
feteh in the police,and as they were unacquainted with the
lawve of this Colory, and cognisant of the fact that some of
their number had been fined,this had a very tyrannieal ef-
fect over them. On ore occasion Mr Roberts himself wvas
summoned to the District Court and fined R0/~ and 3 guineas
costs, for assaulting one of the Indicns under nis cortrol,
the Indion himself having initiated the procecdings at the
Court. Mr Gilbert Smith,the Indiun interpreter of this City,
was summoned tefore My Panton,and fined for using insulting
words ir the exhibition,Mr Smith was in the habit of visit-
ing the exhibition,and the Indians soon reecognised him ag
being an interpreter of their native tongue.They conversed
together on two or threc occasions. but at lenghﬁA peremtor-
ily spoken to by ome of the attendants for conversing  with
the Indiars during the entertainment. No doubt this action
was w triek on Mr Roberts' purt to prevent the Indians ven-
tilating any of their grievances. The Indizns themselves
allege that the death of one of theirp number ( the juggler
who committed suieide by hanging), was due to the worry ang
treatrent he had received at the hands of “r Roberts.

According to arreement  lie was required to cornduct two

rerforninces

ol n

L i f



——

acceds to Mpr Roberts! wishes, he was rossly é@ssaulteq, v en
g 3

“Ir Roberts begame bankrupt of eourse the Indiang lost what

salary was dye to them. ang nearly all or them Proceedeq 1o

tho Melbourne Court of Petty Sessi

action taken against Mr Roberts,but their effopt .

futiie. They refused to leave the Frecinets or the Court |

and were subsequontly arresteq by Senior Const , Byrne or

thig station, Considerable difficulty was eXperiencegd in

arriving at g Conclusion gg to what was 1o be dore With

ther, but g+ length they were shipped tg¢ Indiz by the g, S.

Bucephalus,at.the eXpPense or the Vietorian Governmert . Prige

to theiy departure,they were discharged from custody gt the

City Poliee Court  ang when informeg that they were to be

returned to India,their Joy was unbounded,and it was very
evident th ¢ theip 50] ourn in thig Colony hag been anything

but o happy one,

(sga) Thos, Wardley,

Const, 3492,

The Officer in Charge

No 1. Division.
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Wnit a report furnished by Con-

T now bas to 51
stabhle Vardley,who nas a prrsonal knowlades of muicn +thnat
ook place in connaction with tha

inn Melbourn.

(5p) .M. Chomley.
Chief Commnissioncy ot Police
7.1.20,
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