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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads. B ‘
Civil Works. , : v

Reap—the following paper :—

From R. B. BUCKLEY, Esq., Under-Secretcry to the Government of India,” -
Public Works Department (Civil Works—DBuildings), to the Secretary to
the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated Simla, 14th
Uctober 1889, No. 394 B. :

I am dirvected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2020 'W. of the 26th, b
July last, on the subject of the rent to be charged for Government buildings under
the ruleslaid down in Government of India Resolution No. 479 B. of the 7th Septem-
ber 1888. It is said in your letter that His Excellency the Governor in Couneil is- .
of opinion that the seale fixed by the Government of India is too high, and various
objections are raised to the details connected with the manner in which the rents are
fixed under the rules. o

2. I am, in the first place, to explain that many instances had come to the notice
of the Government of India which proved that larger sums were frequently spent in
building or purchasing residences for Government officials than were justifiable. In
consequence of this, a draft resolution was prepared which laid down the principles
which the Government of India considered should regulate the provision of such

: residences. This draft resolution contained practically the same rules as were subse-
quently embodied in Resolution No. 479 B. of 7th September 1888 : that is, the limit
of 10 per cent. on salary, the inclusion of charges for tools and plant and establishment
in capital cost, &e. The opinions of all local Governments were invited and were
generally favorable to the proposed rules: the letter on the subject from the Govern-
ment of Madras (No. 2971 W. of 7th November 1887) ‘stated that His Excellency the
Governor in Council saw no objection to the issue of the rules. ‘

'8, The rules in question were finally issued in Resolution No. 481 B, of Tth
September 1888, but they were modified from the original draftin the respect that it
was ruled that when houses are to be built or have to be purchased the arrangements
should be made so that the rent chargeable should be 8 (and not 10) per cent. of the
salary of the official who would usually occupy the house.  This alteration ‘was made
partly as a measure of economy and partly because 1t not unfrequently occurs that the
cost of a house exceedsthe’estimate, and, in that cage, the limit of 10 per cent, on
salary might probably be reached. - B ' :

' 4. At the time this Resolution (No. 481 B.) was issued it was considered desirable
to modify the general rules about rents of existing houses. This was considered
desirable partly because the Government of India had reason to suppose that, in some
cases, very insufficient rents were levied, and also because it was thought desirable to
“adopt some rules which would obviate the necessity for such frequent references as
© had previously been made to the Goyernment of India. I am, in this, connection, to
~ call ‘your attention to the correspondence between the Government of India apd that
" of Madras concerning “the Head Assistant Collector’s residence at Polldchi, and more
 particularly to Colonel Shaw-Stewart’s letter No. 16568 W, of 30th June 1886. The
" yules which were issued with reference to the rents of existing houses—Resolution
" "No. 479 B. of Tth September 1888~—were the result of mature consideration, gnd.
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am directed toﬁs-;y that the Government of India does not consider that any sufficient
: reason has been brought forward for

Para. 6 of Madras Government’s lettexr No. altering them. The limit of 10 per cent.
1310 M., doted 18th May 188G, ‘ on salary which has been adopted was, as
Para. 2 of Madras Government’s letter No. has becn already p ointed out, approved
1663 W., dated 30th June 1886. . AR~ .
by His Excellency the Governor in Council

Para. 1 of Madras Government’s letter No. 4 o
2759 W., dated 19th October 1886, with reference to mnew houses: indeed

Para, 3 of Madras Government’s letter No. this limit had been in several instances

1683 W., dated 238rd June 1887. - proposed by the Government of Madras
Para: 2 of Madras Government’s letter No. ith reference to existing houses. Some
a 2446 W., dated 13th August 1888, - of these instances are quoted in themargin.

Pa§2‘8 41&1 %%ggitgggnféniinf 888 81 ettor No., The Government of Madras is, no doubt,
b S 1055 aware that rents which exceed 10 per cent.

on salary are not unfrequently paid by all classes in India.

5. I am asked to draw your attention to one point in your letter under reply in. -
which it appears that the rules regarding rents have been misunderstood. It is said
“that. ¢ the minimum limit of 8 per cent. for repairs is also, in many cases, too high,

and a discretion in regard to it ought to be allowed.” The rules permit of the -
' exercise of this diseretion. Rule I (2)
' * i.e., the cost of repairs. runs: “ Such average® cost should not,
L : as « rule, be taken at less than 3 per cent.,
‘&c.”  The words which are printed in italics permit the Superintending Engineer to
fix. the cost of repairs at less than 8 per eent., 1f he is fully satisfied that, in a series of
years, those repairs can be carried out for a smaller sum. If the amount asgessed
proves to be insufficient, it will become apparent from ‘the Examiner's 'Account
of Quarters.  This explanation will, it is believed, meet several of the objections which

are raised In para. 2 of your letter under reply.

6. 1 am to mention, for the information of His Excellency the Governor of Madras
i Council, that it has been found that the new rules do not in all cases lead to an
~enhancement of existing rents, and it is. believed that the general action of them is
equitable. 1t is of course impossible to frame any set of rules which will not, in
- particular instances, require to be modified. . Rule IT was specidlly framed to meet
such cases. I am to express the hope that the Government of Madras will now find
no difficulty in giving general effect to the rules and will, in special cases, apply the
provisions of Rule IT which will enable the Grovernment of India fo reduce the rents
in those few cases where the other rules may be inapplicable. - o

Onpar—dated 31st October 1889, No. 3076 W., Public Works, - |
R , Commqn‘ioated to the Buperintending Engineer, I Cirele, with reference to G.0.,
- No. 2019 W., dated 26th July 1889, also’ to all Superintending , Bngineers for
information and guidance with special reference to para. 5., ST SR
g ZThG Government of India will be addressed with reference to para, 6.

LT o .(He’re*enter No 8077 ‘W’i,"‘da,ted 31st October ’1‘889.)‘ o |
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