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_ No. 643 Marine, dated Caloutta, the 25th March 1850,

" From—W. B, Brsric, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Goverament of ‘Bengal, Publie
orks Department, @~ o

To—Thgtretary. to the Governmei}t of Indis, Home Depariment. ’

ADVBRTING to the corré’spondence which ended with your letter No. 157,
dated 19th May 1888, relative to an amendment of the new form of Bill of .
Health issued to vessels leaving Indian Ports, I am directed fo submit, for the

, o consideration of the Government of India,
* Lotter No. 66188, dated 22nd August 1888, & copy of a further correspondence® om

e e ool Masian o300 Bopeester Lo subjeot” with tbe: Bengal Chamber of

1888, to the to the Chamber of Commercs.  COMIMErcH,’
" Letter No. 161—89, dated 9th February 1838, . ' Lo C .
frow the Becrtary to the Chamber of Cemmgres, -~ 2. The;Committee of the: Chamber of -

Commerce, in their letter No. 661—88, -

" dated ¥2ud Auguit 1888, represented that the Peninsular and Oriental Steam

Navigation Company was the Company . most directly. affected by the new

form, and in asking for the details.of the experience of that Comg:ny.,_tho -
mmeros

Lieutenant-Governor ‘was under the impression that the: Chamber -of’

‘would report specific instances in which the new form had led to detention and

harassment; but they have furnished instead. the opinions, rather than ‘the.
experience, of .the Agents of the Peninsular and Oriental Company at the”

" ‘Mediterranean ports, and the case is not so strong as . the Lieutenant-Governor

L4

-~

concejved.it would be made. Nevertheless His Honour thinks it due to the

‘Chamber to forward, their. renewed mmonstfahce'for the consideration of the

Government of India.

——————

£

. © " No.681—88, dsted Calcatts, the 2¥ad Augast 1835,
From—S. E. J. CLaaks, Esq., Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commercs,

To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Political and Judicial Depart.
*  ments, - : :

WrrH your office No. 2382-P. of istli July ultiﬁ:o, you forwarded;'

for the information of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, copy of a letter from

the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Home Department, No. 157,

" dated 19th of May.last. - In thgh Jejger Mr. Secretary A. P. MacDonnell
* conveys to the Government of Bengal the decision of the Government of India
" on the question. raised in my' letter No. 243—88 of the.16th of March last of

»

the friction in the workingsof the quarsfitine rules at the Egyptian ports arising

.from the use to which inferior sanitary officers at those ports put the new form .

of Bill ofgHealth issued to vessels leaving Indian Harbours.

S Mo G&ernor-Generafin Council hasicome to the cdnéluﬁon‘ that it would
be premature at present to reconsider the form of Blil'of Health. : Bat the
.proviso is added *unless it can be shown that individual cases of hardship.

“shfficient 1o prove its genersl unsuitability have resulted from its adoption.”

.. /The Committes of the Chamber of Commerce instruct me to say that it
was upon individual cases of hardship which had occurred in December 1886
that my letter of March the 16th. last was bascd. "Those cases' led to. exoep-

- tional action being taken by the Government of Bengal. ' The Committee now

desire to answer the concluding clause of the letter {rom the.Goversiment of .- |

. India. They are in a position to adduce the exﬁ‘erien,ce of the Peninsular and

Oriental Company that the new form of Bill of Health has caused the vessels' .
of that Company to meet with the most vexatious deln{;(tl& Sues, Brindisi, and
Marseilles. - This arises from the fact that the new schedule attached to the

- Bill of Health contains s column where the number of deaths from cholera

has to be entered. Cholera, it is well known, is endemic in such cities as
Calcutta and Bombay. The sanitary officers- at the ports named. have no

_ anthorgty to grant pratique when they are confronted with the official, state-
ment_ in the schedule that deaths from cholera have taken place as shown by .
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2.

. the schedule at {he port of the vessel’s de 'arturd i -
Company is the Company most directlypaﬂ’ected, ’Il‘)]:ﬁ; Eﬁ:lgzﬂ?;‘i?:ei?ingnt%l
experience of the Anchor Line of steamers, some of which ply direct t " ports
%n'the 1httm'al of the Mediterranean, hears out that of tl}:ey Pén225lllgrport3
o o T o o oo, one of theso semers found at Borclons

thy ealth was conside i

Spaish ports. 'ljhe ves§el which arrived at Barcr:l((lmi \fv(z)n‘;lat];} grlnc?af ll:e:(ith (gor
oBbge'rvathn, and it required the strong exertions at Madrid of Mr I;Vl? ihe

ritish Vice-Consul, to get over the effect of what is the orlina “E{ilthe
'H%alth granted at:, Calcutta. My Commit‘ee would draw attenti‘on t:)ytl e
and expense thus thrown upon a trading vessel. Some m th 1e flelay
steamer of the Anchor Line left Bombay and proceededmtl SMearll?r 3
She then went on to the Spanish port of Castellon wher & l arseilles.
in part. .l.\t Valencia the au.thorities refused to' allow her te ls e loaded
u; (ﬁla'rantme. The reason given was that she had brouo'h: oafd‘ S

o . ealth from Bombay. She then tried the Port of Al i oul Bill
r(; used admission on the same ground. At each of thes ot oy, Tt
plenty of cargo which she might have taken, and she was tﬁ pOrtsdthere Hor
a sienous loss. * The excuse of the Spanish authorities was th ;;l s made to suffer
column of the Bills of Health granted at Bombay an tﬂ 1u the cholera
in one case of six and in another of seven deaths from iltll'ry o pocen mado
msta;nf:es bear out the statement, which the Committee '1s disease. These
ment in my letter of March 16th last, that * the form of ey 4 upon Govern-
made does not. appear to prejudice the hi o rbich complaint is
Constantinople or Cairo, but it does give ri o

at such places as Suez to mi i
. sconceptions ag to t .
ztalllxd other Indian Ports, and hence gives rise to inzgnstntg of health in Calcutta
e working of the quarantine rules.” - venience and friction in

The Committee would only 14 .
new Bill of Health in Beyptian }[r)ort(: it::lz)t the experience of the working of the

rience of vessels leavine Indi orne out and supported by the expe-
the Ports of Italy, France or Sl?):inl.)orts and calling 4 d

\-*

No. 1561 Marine, dated Caley| ;
aleutta, the 20th
From— Likvutenant-Covoxrr C.w, opiember 1985

! ILH ' - .
to the Government of Bengal, I::l:lizo%’ol:ﬁ.be?):ﬁr::g:tg Joint Seorstary
¢l

To—Tho Secretary to tke Bengal Chamber of Co

I AM directed to acknowlede,
22nd August las ess of g ouipt of '
gust last, to the address of the Chief Secre}t,,::l; tf)e:?il; gg{re?gxlnegxft,tg:

the subject of an amend
vessels leaving Indian Ill)olrlzg.n b ot the- new form of Bill of Health issued to

mmerce,. .

2. Inreply, I am ¢ .
as stated by the Chambel? rseay that His Honour has no doubt that the facts,

form of the Bill o Healt) o0 Z(Efrictthziﬁ‘deﬁperienc° of the working of the new
e Iorm iv ] > . ] ea es 3 . . o
different go:ftﬁ ]r(l(:; :(t)attl;e(:fg ngf: n:a‘;mCia'}‘sl O%r:ut-‘;;frh:ﬁ?yl;otrl:zll‘g ge:ﬁ::
3 e. i ( :
fll:)litnjlzz ll;itter ii?ir the consideration of theleGoL;g:-lntenant.GoverPor wil sfub-
comgléte e gou suggest to the Chamber that t), vxvn e!i:i of India; but befors
Peninsular axl;:ly 8"-1 furnish him with some detai?; o? uth make the casefm :;:
l riental Company at the 8 experience 0O
reply. ports alluded to in their letter under

———

N .‘ — |
E°J]5Cl 89, dated Calcutta, the 9t Felruary 1889,

+ v« LLaRke, Esq, Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commeroe,
ecretary to the Government of Bengal, Public Works Department.

Coi‘:“fft‘“ to your letter No. 1561 Marine of 20th September last,
occurred mittee Of_ the Clmrqber of Commerce regret the delay which h?'
In submitting to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor the details

From—§,

To—The S

’ for tl‘ﬂding purposes, at

i

of the experience as regard
the Peninsular and Oriental Company at tl
His Honour desired to be furnished. It
ence on the subject.
. of the Superintendent of
Committee, and I am ins
tion of Sir Steuart Bayley. The
necessity for mentioning in the B

3

of deaths from cholera and other causes.

The Agent at Brindisi p

*  lead to delays and confusio
exercise any very great discrim
details. At Brindisi the effect would be to delay
pratique until the Government at Rome should have been communi

The Agent at Marseilles reports that the Health Officer Director, to whom
resentation of this Chamber on the subject of the Bill of Health was

the rep
, states that the Marseilles Health Officer has no objection whatever

submitted

to the modiﬁcation suggested by the Committee. -

The Agent at Venice
narantine on account of cholera,

- The ‘Agent a
on the ground that, whe

delay and inconvenience to steamers.

In suppo
out that the
showing choler
may be consi
tine at the var
discriminate th
ready and powerf

(8.V.8)

ra almost constantly
fered an epidemic mortality, the d
ts is left to local Health Officials, who but t

e true value of the returns,
ul cause of inconvenience, delay and expense to steamers.

tt of the views above expressed, the Committee would again point
ection to the present form of the Bill of Health is that, by
present in Calcutta without indicating what
ecision of questions of quaran-
oo often fail to-
and hence convert them into a

i
G. C. Pross, Simslac~No, 166 H. D,=i8-500,~ 100,

s the working of the new form of Bill of Health of
10 Mediterranean ports with which
was necessary to make a formal refer-
Replies to that reference have now, through the courtsey
the Company, been placed at the disposal of the
tructed to summarise them briefly for the informa-
Agent at Port Said considers that there is no

ill of Health issued at this port a detailed list

oints out that these details are superfluous, and only
n on the part of the sanitary officials, who do not
ination as to the character and true value of such

a ship several hours without
cated with.

remarks that when vessels have been placed in
the detention has been from 5 to 15 days,

and the passenger traffic has been seriously affected in consequence.

t Gibraltar objects to the details given in the Bill of Health, -
n least expected, they may be the cause of unnecessary



Nq; 813, Marine, dated Calcutta, the 10th Apri] 1889,

From—W. B. Besvic, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Public
Works Department, - :

To—The Becretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

. 1¥ continuation of my letter No. 643, Marine, of the 25th ultimo, T am
directed to submit, for the comsideration of the Government of Ind%.’ the
engal

accompanying copy of a letter No. 287, dated the 39th idem, from the

. Chamber of Commerce, relative to the form of the bills of ‘health issued to

vessels leaving Indian portas.

‘ \ V N v - o
No. 287.89, Marine, dated Calcutta, the 29th March 1889,
From~-$. E. J. CrAzxs, Esq,, Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commercs, o
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Pablic Works Department,

IN continuation of ‘my letier No. 151-89 of 9th ultimo, on the subjoct of
the inconvenience caused by the unnecessary defails embodied in the nevw form

. of bill of health, the Committee of the Chamsber of Commercs desire  me to

bring to your notice a case which, as it occurred in s British Colony, the Com-
mittee regard as materially supporting the contentions of this Chamber. ’

- The 8. 8. Warora, bound for Mauritius, received a bill of health dated
4th October last, in which it was stated that during ‘the week prior to her
departure from this'port *there occurred twenty-nine deaths from cholera,
declared by the Medical Board to exist in a sporadic form.” The effect of this
entry was that, although the Warora reached Port Louis on the morning of
24th October, she was not admitted to pratique till the morning of the 26th
idem, that is, she was made to undergo thirty-six hours’ quarantine. :

It would seem that the Port Health Officer of Calcutta considers a bill of.
health containing such an entry a_clean bill of health, * considering that
cholera is distinctly stated therein to exist in Calcutta only in a gporadic form.”
The particular bill of health referred to is thus spoken of by the Health Officer

"\ of the Port to the agents of the Warora; “The Warora was granted the usual

clean bill of health.” - But the agents of the steamer, having made enquiries
at Mauritius, thus express the view taken by the ‘'medical authorities at Port
Louis : * It is true that the cholera is declared to be of s sporadic form, but
this is viewed with suspicion by the authorities here, and any such notation is

3

. looked upon as vitiating an otherwise clean bill of health.”" |

The matter is of importance as the s. s. Landaura, which left Calcutts
on the 5th instant, and the s, s. Warora, which left on the 25th instant, both
for Mauritius, were supplied with similar bills of health which, in the opinion
of the Health Officer of this port, were “oclean bills of health.” | o

In the letter of which thisis a continuation, I drew attention to the mis-

X miderstlmdi.ngs of the true character of Indian bills of health experienced at

. ;Byptian and the Mediterranean ports, and it is now shown that an exactly.

si ‘misunderstanding exists at the British port of Port Louis. The inference

* wolild séem to be irresistible that the present form of bill of health aims at too

great detail and that the effect of the endeavour to be over-correct in the state-
ment of disease, produces, as far as the vessels Which leave Indian ports are
concerned, a result it was the object of the .new form to prevent. In this
connection I am ins to give the form of bill of health granted to the
Warora at Colombo, and to. snTmiti that it contains all that is necessary to
include in such a document : - " .



2
No. &
BILL OF HEALTH.
7 CEYLON.

. To all whom these presents shall come :

“ This is to certify that the s.s. Warora is at the time of leaving this
port in a satisfactory sanitary condition and that no case of infectious disease
dangerous to life exists among its officers, passengers or crew.

\

« Tt is further certified that the Town and Port of Colombo are at present
free from epidemic cholera, plague, yellow fever and all other dangerous epi-
demic disease.”

Signature and desig- (8d.) THOMAS McGAIRN, m.3., Port Su»_)eon,
nation of Medical

Officer Acting Principal Qivil Medical Officer.
Datep Corouso ; (8d) J. L. WANDERSTRASTEN, u.p.,
The 13th October 1858. and Inspector General of Hospitals.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce would respectfully solicit
that this question of the inconvenience caused by a too detailed form of bill of
health may have the early attention of the Government of India.

(RS W.]

/ /< 7 G. C. Press, Simla,~No, 165 H, D,=—23-5.89,—150,
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