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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

REsp—the following papers :— .

From A. H. HIME, Esq., Acting Colonial Secretary, Natal, to the Chief Seccre-
tary to Government, Madras, dated 18th February 1889, No. 416.

With reference to an_outbreak of cholera which oceurred on board the barque

¢ Quathlamba” which sailed from Madras on the 7th November .last with Indian
' immigrants for Natal, I have the honor,

* 25th December 1888, by direction of Governor Sir A. E. Have-

3lst January 1889. lock, to transmit, for the information of

your Government, a copy of the reports * of the Medical officer in charge of the ship,
: : T and of the Medical Board of this Colony,
respecting this outbreak, together with a
. ] copy of the letter ¥ of the Protector of
Immigrants reporting the matter to the Protector of Emigrants at Madras.

2. I'am to invite special attention to the remarks of the Medical Board regard-
ing the water-supply at Madras. '

3. Dr. Ingram, the Medical officer of the ship, has been asked for a report upon
the alleged issue of diseased meat and of a shark to the immigrants. :

1 18th February 1889,

—

Excrosures.

From E. F. INGRAM, Esq., ».r.c.s.,, Surgeon-Superintendent, to the Protector of Emigrants,
Durban, dated Port Natal, 25th December 1888, No. 99-1I.

- I beg to report-an outbreak of cholera on the voyage home from Madras.

We embarked coolies on 6th November, and weighed anchor early next morning. The
coolies were, 1 was told at Madras, an exceptionably good lot and had almost all of them been
in dep6t longer than usual. One or two fimilies were shipped at the last moment to make up
complement of women. :

.~ Five lasears were also shipped at Madras. All went very well till 1st December, when
* after about ten days incessant wet weather, I was sent for at 6.a.:. to Garriki at 5, No. 222,
who had been seized suddeénly-with diarrhcea and vomiting. I could not learn that there had
been any indiscretion in diet. She died suddenly at 9 aar. I felt uneasy in my mind about it,
but from previous experience I knew that sudden deaths were very common amongst them.
I attributed the death to syncope. Though surprised that such slight diarrhea should produce
such rapidly fatal results. Also we were just having our first rough weather and many were
sea~sick. g .
I had just got back to my room from seeing last case when I was sent for to Latchmi
~¥. 181. 1 found her sutfering in somewhat like manner. She died at 4-30 p.x. the same day.
*Made P.M. Result unsatisfactory. At 2 a.m. of the following morning one of the lascars, an
. old man, died suffering from slight diarrheea but intense shock.

On the 8rd, a man Delagadoo at 30, No. 219, was taken ill with diarrheea. He was ill tﬁree

. days. The diarrhoea was not excessive, but shock was severe. I twice saved him from s dead
_ faint, but he died at 4 A on the 6th.

- The next case'was that of my interpreter Mr. W. R. Aldridge, which is fully reported and

which of itself proves beyond all doubt that the disease prevailing was the much-dreaded

" . ““ Asiatic cholera.”” On the 12th an infant died from “ bronchitis.” The 2nd Mate was also seized

and laid up. On 13th, Paravathy, at 25, No. 104, died after 3 hours’ illness.

‘On 15th, Kindersamy, at 25, No. 178, died after 10 hours. : )
- On 17th; Mr. B. Milne, 1st Mate, died after five days’ illness,
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On the 19th, Villeammall, at 18,’F. 93, died after 12 hours’ illness. | A

A .

There have been no deaths since and minor cases ' have been getting lighter and lighter.

The water in use for first 25 days was Madras. We have since been using Natal water. o
The extra precautions taken were very considerably increased vigilance on my own part.

in carrying out myself and seeing others carry out my orders specially with regard to .soiled

linen. - - - &

Buckets containing solutions of Condy';s and carbolic. were placed in the tweendecks i
which all soiled rags’ were ordered to be placed at once. All dir?y clothes found thlo‘frcedsaxlfzf;
were at once thrown overboard and all beddiug and blankets used by the sick, - - -

The tweendecks had been thoroughly disinfectéd throughout the voyage, being fumirated”
with sulphur every week. Holystoned almost every day. Saept down ew?;r{);’ ’day;' gve:;n ::%gfl(:}' '

being scraped out and Calvert’s disinfecting powder freely sprinkled all over. ~ No coolies allowed

below during daytime except during bad weather. Taf also was burnt in the tweendecks, The
latrines were washed down about every two or three hours and any mess made on deck removed:

immediately. _ '

The forepart of the tweendecks was screened off with canvas with separate hatechway for the -

sick and cases, as they occurred, moved there. I doubtif isolation in an epidemic of this kind is

of much use except that it is more convenient for myself having them together; but difficulties

of caste arise.

The disease broke out in various places'in tweendecks and forcastle and . d to
contiguous befths ; saloon also was invaded. : was not confined to

I was myself laid up for thiee days with a light attack. I thix;k it is matter for congratu-~ .

lation that with 271 souls confined within a small space, only 23 were seriously attacked and only

Y deaths. That the epidemic was no mild one is shown by the mipi i i
early part of the onset. siown By the rapid mortality durmg the

Whilst in Calentta and Madras, I coﬁéuited several medical men with regard to caus;ition

| :Jrﬁet.reatment, buﬁ they seem to have made little or no progress during the last 20 yeafg or

I cannot conclude my réport without testifying to the admirable conduét of Mr. Larsen, the

Issuing “ officer, who never seemed weary of doing all h ; <
manner encouraging the others, Ty g all he could to D@fsmt and by hJs chgerful

At one period after the two Mates wére in hospital, the Captain, 3rd Oﬁ'i 2d my
used to take furtive glances at each other to see Whosepturn it was gexlt.’ ' . qnd i it

“You can tell by the expression of the face directly & man is striick.

The meals throughout were never 10 minutes late. I am glad to statevfha.fv, ’cﬁe 2nd

Mate, Mr. Yates, is now well and on duty again: He was very ill It i
rapidly convalescence takes place when ong:z if sets in.; M4 ) 18~W0vrt_hy ok sote how

As to how the epidemic first started is matter for conjecture. fest Asori
. T8t , er jecture.” The easiest cause to a
is'the water, but that was draivn in the usual manner and is under Municipsl control. - ° gscn‘_be’

"The first case . that actually occurred, had-been in depét - e la
T - , een 1n depbt nearly three months, The I
might have brought it, but he was not the ‘first case nor in much bdlz:at:t'with the coolies. e

The Captain and Mr. Wells (whom I have taken o . ‘ Lo L
assistance in their power, ( m ' ‘.a.ve:té en on as ~1PterP¥§t§r) have rendgrefl me F;‘(:ery

1 think the topasses ought to be rewarded for the willine IR :
formed very unexpected extiz hard work. r : . 9r~»v e:‘ _ ng fm@?ler in which they lAl-a.vevper-

" Reporr of Case of Mr. W. R. ALDRIDGE, « Compounder,” who died from Choléra on b(;ard :

Port Natal with coolies,

9tk December 1888.—At 10-30 last night he was m o t :
Ejlauh and helping me with the sick retur%x; seemed vag)zf; cl?:é):

Barque.  Quathlamba,” on 10th December 1888; during the voyage from Madras to.

' ’I'Xjeatmenf. .

10¢h December 1888.—At 8 . he was suddenly seized with

- vomiting and diarrheea ; he took some Dover’s powders himself and said ‘Rest in horizontal . po-

it was mot worth while calling me.

At € Ax—Was called to this patient ; found him on the nféﬁt;
stool looking very anemic and exhausted ; eyes somewhat protruding.
but-quite conscious. ST L L

sition.

Vin Gallii ;. 5i
Tr. Opil’ - .. m xxv

Aq. ad. R 31
3 Statim.” - - .

-Sleep in %-hb{m

Friction with brandy.

Etherry subcutaneously -

bt TRt s [UPIN

A R i i B AR

. .
Gara e,
Bdilidiverz
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*. 8-30-a.s.—Medicine given was vomited ; complaining of cramps in

_ legs-up to knees; quite sensible. 7 a.m. T. 96; P. imperceptible at

wrist ; surface of body cool; cramps in thighs; no motions; vomiting
stopped. . - - . T . ' S

8 a.m.—Says he feels easier but cannot draw a long breath, Was
sick vomiting rice-water looking stuff; afterwurds very faint.
8-80-a.M.—Expresses himself feeling easier; cramps not so bad,
‘but now creeping up into abdominal regions ; great pain in epigastrium.
9 aar—About the same ; inclined to doze ; quite sensible.

Treatment.

Weak brandy  and
.water teaspoonful at
a time every five
minutes. Arrowroot
- one teaspoonful every.
10 minutes.

Ammonia inhalations.’

_ Brandy subcutane-
ously. Whole body
bathed with vinegar
and water . and well
dried.

* Morphia grs. 3 subcu-

- 9-30 A.m.—Woke up feeling»'a's if he could not draw a long breath
T 96; P. nil. ‘ . . .

- 10-20 A#M.—Crainps again highér up body; told him to keep quiet
and pass every thing under him. ' B

© 10-40 a.x.—Called to patient- who had insisted on getting up to

stool. Rice-water motion not very copious; on laying down the signs
of collapse. ' ' ' . :

11 a.m.—Faint again. _ )
-~ 1 pa.—About same. condition complaining of not being able to
pass water. : - o R ..
2 p.a.—Seems quicter; cramps at longer intervals; vomiting and
purging ceased. B ' U
" .4 p.M.—Sweating ; all vomiting ceased ; pulse still imperceptible at
wrist Tomed. - -~ . - . A -
445 p.M,—One stool rice-water. e :
", . 8-5p.a.—Sent for; patient has had another motion; no eolor as
yet ; expresses himself.as comfortable ; surface cool T.nil; no urine.

' .’6-49 -P.M;-—S‘li'ght‘cra-mpé"in left leg relieved by rubbing ; had a bit

" of dry toast and tea. Stomach somewhat distended_ with gas; quite

conscious.” -, - . ; .
8 p.a.—Slightly delirious ; can just feel pulse at wrist; no vomi-

- 'ting, but troubled with flatus. -

 8-50 p.m.—Very restless; sligl‘itly delirious, but conscious when

spoken to.

- 9-30 p.3.—8Still restless but. seemed easier whilst I was with him
talking. - : IR

10 p.y.—Sleeping. quietly, o

11 r.m.—Just'in time to see last few gasps. . Death. -

e

taneously.

Inhalations ammonia;
rearranged pillows;
chatted to him a bit;
seemed easier. :

Morphia grs. 4 subeu-
taneously. Hot salt
bags to spine and
epigastrium.

Brandy to be rubbed-in
over inner side of
thighs and epigas-
trium. '

Brandy subeutaneously.
Hot salt bags con-
tinued and to. peri»
cardiac region; am-
mopia  Inhalations
and diet as before,

Ry. Tr. Catechu mxv
Tr. Opii mx.

Spt.am. ar. 3 grs.statim,
Continue hot salt.

Shall give another in-
jecture later on. I
think it may enable
thenourishmenttaken
to be absorbed if the
brain is kept quiet.

Given'8-50; grs. L. -

" (Signed)  E. F. INGRAM.

" Copy of Report of Natal Medical Board on papers No. 416,
- The Board 'h"avi,ng'met and read the documents' referring to the deaths which occurred on
board the “ Quathlamba * on the passage with Indian immigrants from Madras in the month of

" December 18¢8, which documents consisted of report of Dr. Ingram on the arrival of the ship at
- Port Natal on the 25th December, diary. kept by Dr. Ingram containing entries made upon the

condition of the immigrants, their dietary, and discipline, and a}so upon the state of the.weut}xer, -
book showing-admission to medijcal treatment. on account of indisposition or illness of some kind,
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“and the ease book in which notes of the m io acks a mads
d : ' ost serious attacks are duly made as the
gggﬁeliezggzg (;tlllxse ﬁgﬁneﬁ}) fmmf]i a re;;(}:lor% t(;)}f 7f8 (i%ses admitted during g’he f)liz:sﬁzr(sz' flés{rgffxmf?
to prevail on the of November being the third day aft iip
zﬁrgida t?;{c;kst“ ]Iggﬁlrgf; 1:nt1;1;2df(:1rmi olf dyserBltlry, (i)l(l)olexl'aie ‘an?iv simple -dialilr)}rlc:a,elz‘uﬂmni)l:‘g
the fotal cmiseirach aro entered s cholera. “Lhese bowel complaints embrace 50 per cent. of
reatment. On the 1st of December af A
stormy weather which confined the Indians f o5t pant {0 the Teen G e o o
. ; the most part to the t ts, the diseas
. assumed all the characteristics of true A ; tq ; grl ' e Ttal s oo e i senso
the records koot b e Asiatic cholera and proved fatal in seven cases as shown b
€ y the Surgeon. The Board notice that the li ‘ 3
affeotod with o) o B ] not hat the live stock (fowls and sheep) were
_ y, which began within a week of leaving M i i
precautionary measures taken to save them. Th Tt EBo ot o e P e
Rret 25 daye of cooures (o em. e Board find that the water in use during the
I passage had been supplied at Madras. From all that
a‘ii{nult)};i il;gilsyo ertéff iixtsiliesl:ce degends ;11{)01(11: slu%gish rivers and still moracla :{I\fgg]?:ﬁrc(flnfglr;
) f se : area whence the distribution takes place b onduit §
i(e)?tl:i Irlnﬁ)e%éﬂ;e epll:,e system of distribution applying only to the cit£ itself,%:gx?d?t};gﬁsc?}?itg l{g;
S to usepo fn‘ otsusglclon; more especially as choléra is well known to be endemie at Madras
: vater from another source and perhaps in some measure under other conditions

of climate of which w i 1
maovs o Thaes Week; are unable to apprecmte? the disease a.ba’_u.zd‘_and di§appeared within little

Th . X . : , - L ) - i ~- ! ) - ) 4
e Board desire to state in their opinion Dr. Ingram acted with zeal and discretion under

very difficult circumstances.

31st Ja.nuary-1889. } (Signed)  P. C. SUTHERLAND,
: _ - on.) 1. ROBINSON, |
. _ _ - Brigade Surgeo
The Honorable The Colonial Secretary, A

From L. H. MASON, Fsq., Protestor of Tmmigrants, Natel fo. th o )
_ AS( q., Protector of Immigrants, Natal, t i
o - Madras, dated 13th Fe%ruary 1889, ’Ng. gée PrO?ector of Bmigrants,

I have the honor to report to you the arrival at this port on 25th December 1888 (Christ

.- mas day) of the barque “ Quathlamba fromi Madras, 7th Noveniber 1888, - .

2. On arrival the Health officer went alongside i ) -
y ongsid the nm .
iepo:ited that there had been an outbreak ‘of chblgera edtl;;ino ilgo‘v,%l;'a gnt 'Flllg aﬁ? the Master
oard were therefore at once placed in quarantine and the ;ellow flag io.is'ted © ship. and all on
: g h ] .

3. Further inquiries elicited froin the Surgeon-Supeérintendent )
; > geon-Superintendent th !
gﬁ%ni(]ll 916 the passage and that there had been ten (feaths ,fronli theagl:‘gasc: s1fa ) i)fdcihnplera.had
e%,[‘heelasgmpopnder (at ﬁtri{: unl_(lierstood as carpenter), and one of the native 011‘1(3\;1 8 the 1st
) E case was reported as having occ d i N e L
and the 2nd Mate was then eonvale'sc'en’tgfi-o;3'1;1 :11:: a&l;cggcember 19th-(six days p rior to arrival),

4. Meetings of the Harbour Board Quaranti ' . : v
TR SR . B ntine Committ od. - g

fested ‘considerable publio apprehension lest the disease shoulldegefgrﬁi‘gggéegnilfgiﬁg a:)mamh-'
2 Il on ; , 80_muc

so that a public'meeting was held in Durban on the subject at which expression was given to th o
3 was o the

hope that the most stringent precautions should be taken to prevent such a thing happeni
U S ' ng.

- 5. The Harbour Board called to its assistan : o
, ce a Board of Medi , Yot
{llé‘fae‘sﬁiuigebi I?i;aps'i‘ I(;fs .28tflay s fro;g ﬂ}s 1;St convalescence prioretoc:}]yn‘l:;lm‘x‘n]:l(;izg&ss%)qmt
L . action was'decided upon.and S of fag . e1n
it et e T
safer for her.

to be in the open than lying in our somewhat boisterous roadstead.

6. The ““ Quathlamba  accordingly pi . S

1 . ordingly put to sea on 5th J: . . '

that time, and, pending her return, 1 had the quarantine st;tlilgg?:; 211119 %iﬁ% ‘;ﬁilignobgard up to
’ rder. -

7. The vessel returned to the anchorage at 3 :
- b . '30 M. oy vt . .
}“ﬂl’ 35 regards the cholera_epidemic. T%IQI‘G had b(];e:; l?(l)lwigeti]'l (;{;;n%ar.) -hs'lnd reported * all
allen down. the hatchway and fatally injured’ her spinal system. - eath, a woman having
8. On the 19th January the Indians were landed stem. =7 L
Surgeon-Superintendent, and a Mr. Wells who, bgizfg : ;atslslgn];g%) E{};&firge of Dr. Ingram, the

compounder and interpreter by Dr. Ingram after th i
that capacity. ‘The sea was heavy at tﬁe time, f)ll'lt fir%ﬁiﬁepf oo Mridge who was shipped in

. ly there wa {
9. All went well in the quarantine stati y . .. s 10 mishap .
ordinary ailments as op thuhnia,qscabies, &?c.?' ation, the cases of sickmess being limited to such

, 10. From the i i
Annezure A. _ S}urgeon-Superintendegfl;1 ms‘gzit;nigé :Sl,tazi':elzon tthe
: ~the outbreak of chol - por on
. whieh T enclose. C e ‘on the vvoyage.,‘ CPP? ' of

A

reason for the outbreak. There was mor

“ cant, the cases few and the disease in some-instan:

"~ the disease was not cholera at all ;-bub w

“which may be sﬁid to expfessf the opinions of all the Indians

» had been employed as . |

e e
e o e P A PN A A S PN SN P P N IS TS
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'11: On the 4th instant the “clothing and effects of the Indians were destroyed and new

'é@pﬁed to them ; they were individually passed through a carbolic-bath and brought over to the
- depdt ‘whence they have now been allotted to their employers. - : : A
. " 12, Tt"will be seen from the dates given that the emigrants wero ‘kept in quarantine for 41

(forty-one) days after arrival, 16 (sixteen) of which were spent in-the quarantine station.

13. The num'b'ér_ of "emig_raﬁts'shippéd at Madras and landed is as follows :—
h o ' " Shipped. Deaths. Births. Landed.

CMen - ee e e e ... 184002 152 -
“Women Ce el e e .. 64 4 .. 60
T S
- Girls - .. . .o .o .8 1 . 7
Tt 4B o g L]

. | Total 243 8 2 237 souls.

—

- Of tlie; de-:iﬂls", -éix “were from cholera (2 _mén, 3 women, 1 girl), one was from bronchitis
(infant boy), and one from accident {woman). In addition to these there were, as I have already

-gtated, three other deaths all from cholera, viz., of the first officer, compounder and one of the

native crew.

14. Dr. Ingram’s repoft does not give, nor doeé he assume to be able to give, any adequate

tality amongst sheep and fowls prior to the first case,
and there was exceptional weather. . Those two conditions are remarked upon as unusual. It
was at first thought here that the germs of disease had. probably been introduced by the use of
water shipped at Madras, but the theory has received no confirmation. - ‘

15. The whole of the records. of the voyage were, by direction of His Excellency the
; A “Governor, submitted for consideration to the

Natal ‘Medical Board, and 1 enclose copy of.

- v : A ‘their report. : ‘
*, 16. Personally I would remark, speaking without full information or records of other

“cholera outbreaks, that this instance appears tome to be exceptional, inasmuch as for true Asiatic

‘cholera of (as reported by Dr. Ingram) a virulent form the  mortality bas been almost insignifi-

Annexure B.
]

ces-(as when the Surgeon-Superintendent and

*Captain were attacked) of a comparatively mild"type, while in others death is said -to have

- occurred in three hours from the commencement of the attack.

.17. It may not be anworthy ‘of remark that the emigrants themselves as a body say that

' hatever it was, was caused by the eating of a shark which |
by the- issue of meat from two sheep that died
about that time from a disease which was -
accompanied by purging. I enclose copies of
‘two depositions on the subject taken.by me.
who came in the vessel. No men-

or records of the issue of either shark or dead sheep ; in fact

was cq.ught and served out to \them as fqod and

‘x‘h'méxure Cand D.

" tion is madein Dr. Ingram’s journal 5 of the is
his records generally, as will be seen, are very

insufficiently kept, a circumstance he has been
- Y .

called upon to account for. : .
~ 18. T have but to add that the emigrants on being placed under my charge had no com-
plaints to make.and appear to be a fine body of people. ,
" 19. T return herewith the following documents connected with the voyage :—
‘ T ' : Form 50 Register of births and deaths. |

Form 46 Ration issue. ..
b 47 Surgeon-Superintendent’s . ‘ ., 51 Do of cl}olera cases.
.+ Journal. - TR I , . 52 Do. of diseased.
", ..48 -Admission and discharge book. | " '» 53 Abstract report.

©,, 49 Case book. 21 Ship’s List.

Axvexure C.

“No: 99-T.

-Deror Duiin;;x,
11¢h February 1889.

'Vé},;rasahiill_’il.lzay ‘37;299'c'auti6ne‘d;~ stziteé.:t;I' was: one - of the cooks on bOﬂIdv the ** Quath-
lamba.” - Twenty-one' ortwo days’ after:leaving Madras a-large-shark was caught and o portion

‘ _’éooke‘d and. given ‘to the Indians. - Two days after ea.ting‘:this ﬁsh all' those who - partook-of it
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suffered from severe vomiting and purging. Four days after the fish was eaten, two sheep died

{ urging ; these were cooked and served out to. the Indians.  Two days_aftqr;this,anoﬁher;
'sfng;) gotgsic%;: also purging ; this was also cooked (this sheep was killed). Before the fish- and .

sheep were eaten by the Indians, we had no sickness on board, A child died first from vomiting

d purging—that  child had some of the fish and-sheep; the séme day a Womal.l'died, she also
' ﬁgd 1s)om% o? the fish and sheep. A lascar died next; then the father of the child.. The.com- -

pounder also died ; he had vomiting and purging. T believe he had some of the fish; many of
the Indians did not take the fish and mutton diet. They were not ill. I-was a cook and
prepared and served out the meals. I have seen cholera in India; we had no cholera on board.
1 believe the deaths on board resulted from eating a portion of the shark and dead sheep. Ifit
was cholera we had on board, it was not the cholera we have in India, - - IR .

(Signed)” VEERASAMI PILLAY, ,

, . X His mark,

Witness and Interpreter. T

(Signed)  A. R. DUNNING. N v :
Before me. ;

' L. H. MASON,

Protector of Immigran_ts. '

ANKEXURﬁ D. '

No. 99-I. o

S Depor Dursax,

. 11¢h February 1889,

dlooncesamy 87,185 cautioned, states: I am one of the immigrants by the “ Quathlamba.”
About twenty-two or three days after leaving Madras a large shark was caught ; a portion of
which was cooked and served out to the immigrants, and all those who partock of this fish- diet
were shortly afterwards attacked with severe purging. ~ Four days after this fish diet, two sheep
died ; they were cooked and given to the Indians. Shortly after eating these sheep a large
number of the Indians were attacked with vomiting and purging: No deaths occurréd until
after the fish and sheep had been eaten. About four days after eating these sheep, the first
death took place that of a child ; this child was ill for eight or ten days before it died.” Several
deaths took place after this. The compounder also died. I was ill for five days aftereating the
. fish and sheep. We had wet weather about this time also. - T was g topaz on board and before v
I took ill, I aftended to the compounder in his illness.. The shark that was caught, was full of-
young ones; these were taken fur the cabin use. . The crew also had some of the shark and one

. man died. Ihave seen cholera in India. What we had on board was not cholera. If it had

been Indian cholera, many if not all the Indians must have died. o
(Signed) ~MOONEESAMY, |
S X Hismark.
Witness and Interpreter, S T
(Signed)  A. R. DUNNING. . : o S
_ ' ‘ Before me. - L
o (Signed) . L..H. MASON,
Protector of Immigrants,

Sty

From R. W. BARLOW, Esq., Protector of Emigrants, Madras, to the Chief =

Secretary to Government, dated Madras, llth,April 1889, No. 267. = -

I have the honor to report that there were: 11 deaths on board the Barque
Quathlamba which left this with 943 emigrants on the 7th of November last,
arriving at Natal on the 25th of December following. Of the casualties, 8 deaths

occurred amongst the emigrants, 2 among the crew including the Chief Officer, and -

the 11th was the compounder; Mr. Aldridge. - '

2. From the papers received, and from the report of the Protector of Tmmigrants,
Natal, there seems doubt as to the exact nature of the disease, the Protector reporting
that ‘it may not be unworthy of remark that the emigrants themselves as a body
say that the disease was not cholera af all, but, whatever it was, was caused by the
-eating of a shark which was caught and served out to, thém as food and by the issue

of meat from two sheep. that died about that time-from a disease. -which .was accom-
“panied-by purging.” - Explanation is awaited from the',Surgeon-Superin_tendent,_f and -

25tr Arrin 1889, No. 370, P‘p’;‘sm»g. ' T

] .
AN

;f,the meat of sheep that had died of diseaso was really issued to the emigrants, such

 course was' most teprehensible. The Medical Board at Natal, however,. seems to

‘that the dis if -0, it must have been of a sporadic type, -
hat the disease was cholera, but if so, it must n
lelsﬁf: tv::assel had been 22 days out from Madras, and the provisions and water were

" of excellent quality. It is possible, however, that if diseased meat was really eaten,

this may have caused choleraic diarrheea, though :I[dohno'lcdbelcilezrethzlgs:&i,r ;hz::afs}relsll;
hark, though coarse, is unW}}ol.esome. I should add
‘:zlcl)lgel;g. :itiI;ér’ in thegdep(“;t, or’ in its vicinity, when, the vessel sailed from Madras.

3. I submit, herewith, all original papers,réceive_d from Natal, and request that

_ they may be returned when done with.

Omprr—dated 25th April 1889, No. 370, Public.

Recorded. - : '
: i i t of diseased sheep for
ther report in regard to the alleged serving out ] :
foodlzwzvlgzllf 1f311112 Pif)tec%or has called for from the Surgeon-Supermtendent, 1s awaited..
3 : .

e (True Extract)

eyt | | : - Chief Secretary.

L

" To the Protector of Emigrants, Madras.

»» Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, :
- » Local and Municipal Department.

NE

Exd. w H;,'Fre,nch.; R

\
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