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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

LETTER—from

Tax CHIEF SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oF
FORT ST. GEORGE,

To
Tre SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

HoME DEPARTMENT.

Sir,

I am directed to address you on the question of the promotion of Statutory
Civilians who have been confirmed in the statutory service after a period of

probation. o
2. Hitherto it has been the custom, 1n this Ppresidency, to count the service of
each Statutory Civilian for promotion in the ordinary course from the date of their

first probationary appointment. '

3. It has been represented to His Excellency the Governor in Council that
this practice involves an injustice to th_e Covenanted Q1v1lians recruited in England,
inasmuch as these latter, who are required to pass, prior to selection, a very severe
competitive examination, and who have then to reside at an English Universit
for two years as probationers, undergoing periodical examinations, are not allowed)':
until they have passed a final examination and signed their covenants, the status
which has up to now been conceded to & Statutory Civilian on the very first day of
his appointment as a probationer. It has also been contended that the Supreme
Government meant the date of probationary appointment in the case of Statutory
Civilians to be taken as equivalent to that of the open competitive examination in
London in the case of Civilians recruited by competition.

4. T am to say that this view of the case appears to His Excellency in Council
to be borne out by the Resolution of the Home Depart.ment, under date December
24th, 1879, No. 2324, in which the rules for the admission of Statutory Civilians
into the service are discussed, as the Government of India there stated that Native
Civilians should not be included in the same list as Covenanted Civilians, but should
be shown in a separate one, in which probationers would be placed below those who
were finally confirmed. It would seem, therefore, to follow from these last words
that the position of Statutqu)]r Civilians, in relation to Ciyilians recruited by com-

etition, should be fixed with reference to the date, not of their appointment on
probation, but of their confirmation. .

5. A case may be imagined in which a Native of India, who has been unsue-
cessful at the competitive examinations in England, obtains, on his return to India
an appointment as a Probationary Statutory Civilian. L nder the system at present’;
in vogue in this presidency he would, for the purposes of ordinary promotion, be
considered two years the senior of his successful competitor in London. Such a
contingency may be regarded as remote at present, owing to the age at which
candidates compete in England ; but if the limit of age for Natives of India is raised,
as recommended by the Public Service Commission, it might well come within the

bounds of possibility.
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2 13t Aveust 1889, No. 689, PusLic. (

6. In view of these considerations, I am to ask whether the Government of
India considers that Statutory Civilians should in future be given promotion in the
ordinary course with reference to the dates of their confirmation. = Such g practice
would not, of course, preclude the exceptional promotion of men of long standing
in the uncovenanted ranks who join the statutory service late in life.

I have the }}dnor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
Ooracamunp, (Signed)  J. F. PRICE,
13th August 1 889, ' Chief Secretary. .

Exd. E. Feruandes.
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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

From the Government of
Fort St. George.

Tssued
Reed. Enel,.
Letter, 13th Augunst 1889, No. 689,
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