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12ra Aveusr 1889, No. 678, PusLic,

R
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

Letter from the Rev. A. Thompson, London Mission, Nagercoil, dated 14th
July 1889.

Telegram from the Rev. A. Thompson, London Mission, Nagercoil, dated 16th
July 1889,

Letter from the Resident in Travancore and Cochin, dated Trivandrum, 17th
July 1889, No. 84.

——— s,

Orper—dated 12th August 1889, No. 678, Public.

Under the provisions of sections 8 and 86, clause 2, of the Indian Christian
Marriage Act, 1572, His Excellency the Governor in Council is pleased to appoint the
Rev. Alfred Thompson, of the London Mission Society, to be a Marriage Registrar in
the Native State of Travancore ; and under sections ¥ and 86, clause 2, of the same
Act, Uis Excellency in Council is pleased to authorize the said Rev. Alfred Thompson
to grant certificates of marriages between Native Christians.

2. The Rev. Mr. Thompson will, however, bear in mind that he can exercise the

above functions only in respect of Christian subjeets of Her Majesty—vide section 1,
Act XV of 1872,

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chwef Secretary.

To the Resident in Travancore and Cochin.

» Rev. Mr. A. Thompson, with license.

»  Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages.
Qazette,

Exd. A. Raitt,
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. PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

LerTER—{rom
Turg CHIEF SECRETARY 710 THE GOVERNMENT oF
FORT S8T. GEORGE

]

To
Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

HoME DEPARTMENT.

S1g,

I am directed, with reference to the demi-official correspondence ending with
Mr. (now Sir Charles) Bernard’s letter, dated 3rd December 1878, to submit, for
the consideration and formal orders of the Government of India, the question whether
this Government is competent, under section 86, clause 2, of the Indian Christian
Marriage Act, 1872, to make appointments under scetions 8 and 9 of the Aet for Native
States over which it exercises political control.

2. In Sir Charles Bernard’s demi-official letter above referred to, it was suggested
that the appointment of a Missionary in Travancore to be Marriage Registrar under
section 8 of the Act might be made by the Governor-General in Council. This, of
course, is undisputed ; but the Government of Madras, as then constituted, held that
the words * within the local limits of the Presidencies of Fort St. George and
Bombay * in section 86 would cover, not merely small enclaves of territory, such as
Pudukéta and Banganapalle, but also States, such as Travancore and Cocliin, which
are surrounded by Madras districts and the political relations with which are con-
ducted by the Government of Fort St. George. It was therefore held unnecessary to
trouble the Government of India in regard to appointments in these States under
sections 8 and 9 of the Act, and several such appointments have since been made by
the Governor in Council on his own authority.

3. The Madras Government, as at present coustituted, entertains some doubt
whether section 86, clause 2, of the Act, can be construed so as to include Travancore
and Cochin, and hence the reference in paragraph 1 of my letter.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

‘ OotacaMUND ) :
| 12th August 1889. Chief Secretary.

Exd. A, Raitt.
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