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7t Averst 1889, No. 661, PusLic.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap— the following paper:—

From A. P. MacDONNELL, Esq., c.s.1., Secretary to the Government of Tndia,
Home Department (Judicial), to the Sceretary to the Government of the
North-Western Provinces and Oudh, Judicial (Civil) Department, dated
Simla, the 23rd July 1839, No. YU4, _

I am dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of your letters marginally noted on

¥ 8B, dated 11th May 1889 the subiect of the \_’eriﬁqati.on of records

M'f'asl?:\ylltl-]l?s}z,’ 7 gsth June , and registers to which section 32 of the

"’ o Births, Deaths and Marriages Registra-
tion Act, VI of 1886, applies, by Commissioners to be appointed under section 33 of
the Act.

It appears that the Right Reverend the T.ord Bishop of Caleutta and the Roman
Catholic Ecclesiastical authoritics 1n the North-Western Provinces are unwilling to
allow the records and registers in question to leave the hands of the clergy. TIu his
communication, dated 30th March, a copy of which forms part of the cnelosures of
your letter, No. 282—V11-128B, dated 11th May last, the Registrar-General of Births
Deaths and Marriages, North-Western Provinces and Oudh, expresses an opinion
that, under these circumstances, it m1g}1t be expedient to collect certified copies and
quarterly returns for examination by {ommissioners.

2. In reply, I am to explain ’r_hat thg object which Chapter \_f qf the Act was
intended to sccure 18 mercly to give e\'ldenmal.value to sach existing l'Cglb‘t.crs as
appear to have been regularly kept, but, not being kept by a public servant in the
discharge of his duty or by any other person i perform.ancerof a duty specially
enjoined by law, are not adnl}ss1b1e as _evxdencc un_de_r section 35 of the -Iudxa.n Evi-
dence Act, I of 1872. Reg;stergwhwh are admissible under that scction will not
derive any appreciable conﬁm.mtmn’ by being sub]e.cted to thg scrutiny of Cou}-
missioners. It is for the consideration of the custod}ans of registers Whether‘ their
registers are admissible under the existing law'of evidence, _ar_xd, if not, whether the
advantage offercd by th procedure 1a1<1_ down in Cha}pter V.of Aqt VI_ of 1886 does,
not outweigh the inconveniences and risk of entrusting their registers to the care of
the Registrar-General for a few months. It will be evident from these remarks
that the verification of copies of the registers which is suggested by the Registrar-
General in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh would not serve the purpose for
which Chapter V of the Act was enacted, and for this reason the Act contains nu
provision for the verification of copies. As the Act, which was-bronght into force.on
the 1st October 1888, contemplates the submission of the registers tohwhlch section
32 applies, to the Provincial Registrars-General within a year frolm (tl at date, it is
necessary that the custodians of registers shou}d come to aufea}: y 00'1.81.011 on the
point, and, in the event of their deciding to avail tllemstel\rgs 0) dt e pli;)“S]'On's of the
Act, that they should take the necessary preliminary step of sending the registers to
the Registrar-General before the end of September next. I am to request thut_ the
purpert of this letter may be hrought to their notice with 'h] htt)tle d((;lluy_ as possible,
and to intimate that the appointment of Cowmrmissioners will be made immediatelv
after the date on which the period of one year from the nonmxcnccmc‘:nt of the. :\gt
cxpires, provided that any records or registers are sent to Registrars-General within
the time specified.
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In conclusion, I am to say that in any rules which may be framed under section
36 (f) of the Act, provision will be made for the return to their custodians of registers
which are being maintained by ministers of religion who have any permancnt cure.

——

No. 5—995,

Copy forwarded to the Government of Madras for
the correspondence ending «vith the letter from that
dated 27th June 1889,

information, with reference to
Government, No. 557, Public,

(By order.)

(Signed)  J. P, HEWETT,

Under Secy. to the Goot. of India.
To the Government of Madras.

Orper—dated Tth August 1889, No. 661, Public.

Communicated to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths a;ld Marri . ~
Right Reverend the Bishop of Madras; the Venerable the Archdeacozr."lttﬁgsﬁtohsi
Reverend Archbishop Colgan ; the Senior Chaplain, Church of Scotlan 1 the Rogistrar
of the Diocese, Travancore ; and to the Secretaries of the various )

Missionary Societics.
(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and
»  Right Reverend the Bishop of Madms.
» Yenerable the Archdeacon.

»  Most Reverend Archbishop Colgan.

»  Senior Chaplain, Church of Scotland.

»  Registrar of the Diocese of Travancore,
»  Secrefaries of the various Missionary Societies.
» Resident in Travancore and Cochin. )
»  Political Agent, Pudukéta.

» ” Banganapalle.

” o Sandar.

Marriages,

Exd. A, Raitt,
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A. P. MACDONNELL, Esg, cs.u1,

Secretary b0 the Governmeny o India.

THE SECRETA_RY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
’ol\QRTH-WESTI'iRN PROVINCES AND OUDH,

iy - Jubtciac €y DEPARTMENT.

e Home Bepartment,
Froog - Sugicial, - g

Simla; the 2 3 Fuly 1885, :

* No, © 13: ; dated 1 1th N
s VITSE, ated 11th May 188g,

No, Vl‘r"‘{mﬁ' dated .8th Tane 1889,
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~ istration Act, VI of 1886, apph
Section 33 of the Act.

It appears that the Right Revd. the Lord Bi
Roman Cathglic Ecclesiastical authorities in the North-Western p
unwilling to allow the records and registers in question to leave the hands of
the Clergy. In his communication, dageq soth March, a copy 6f which ‘fcus- o
part of the enclosures of your letter Ny, s o

T dated 11th Ma l '

o ) . VIi.138B? y aStr_ the

_ gegm wrar General of Births, Deathsg and Mam’ages_, North-Western Provinces
on that, under these circumstances it might be

expedient to collect certified copies ‘and quarterly returns
Commissioners,

2. Inreply | am 1o explain that

_ the object which Chapter V of the Ac¢
was tended to secure s merely to give

evidential value to such existing regis.
kept, but not being kept by 3 public-
] in perform.
® as  evidence

ers which are
ectipn will not detivg: any appreciable conflirmation
Py Scrutiny of Congmissioners._ It isfgr the consider.
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the procedure 13id down in Chapter V.of Act VI of 1886 does not outweigh thyc
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General for a few months. It will be evident from thcse remarks that the venfica- *
tion of copies of the registers which is suggested by the Registrar General in the
North-Western Provinces and Oudh would not serve the purpose for which
Chapter V of the Act was enacted, and for this reason the Act contains 1o
provision for the verification of copies. As the Act which was brought into force
on.the 15t October 1888, contemplates the submission of the registers to which
Section 32 applies, to the Provincial Registrars General within a year from that
date, it is necessary that the custodians of registers should come to an early
decision on the point, and, in the event of their deciding to avail themselves of
the provisions of the Act, that they should take the necessary preliminary step of
sending the Registers' to the Registrar General before the end of September -
next. | am torequest that the purport of this letter may be brought to‘thqif
notice with 2s little delay as possible and to intimatc that the appointment of
Commissioners will be made immediately after the date on which the period “of
one year from the commencement of the Act expires, provided that any re@dg '

i ified.

or registers are sent to Registrars General within the time speci
In conclusion, ] am to say that in any rules W

scction 36 (/) of the Act, provision will be made for the returt
of registers which are being maintained by ministers of religion W

permanent cure. ,
I have the honor to be,
g & ~ .
H : SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

- S ‘- W‘ée’ to the correspondence A':s"","di“gr
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