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\[INUIE BY 10 EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

It is I believe in accordance with precedent, and in any case circumstances would
in the present instance render it cxpedient, that I should place on record for the
information of my Llon'ble Colleagues, the impressions I have received during
my recent tour in the Ganjam district. ’ .

9. The reasons that prompte(} my tour were threefold :— .

First, I wished to judge for myself whether the view of the situation in
Ganjam taken by the Collector of the district, Mr. Horsfall, who insisted on the
oxtent to which distress prevailed and especially on the necessity for distributing
secd-grain to the ryots, was correct. 1'he last period of serious scarcity in Granjam
oceurred in 1866 and I was anxious that the mistakes of that year, as placed on
record by my predecessor, Lord Napier, should not be repeated. In 1866 over
10,000 people are supposed to have died of starvation, and Lord Napier, who visited
the district-at the end of July n that year, felt pompelled to remark that :—

« 1 wish 1 could assert that the remedies ordered by Government were

altogether timely and cufficient in the present instance. If they had been so, 1,600
persons would not have perished by

hunger. I am bound to acknowledge that
some portion of this death and suffering might have been_ hindered, if action had
been taken on the earliest intimation of appl‘O‘dG]lll_lg‘ scarcity. . . . . If help
was not afforded at an carlier period by the Madras Government, it was certainly
1ot due to a want of benevolence, but from a want of conviction that the necessity
s inevitable and in some degree from & want of accurate detailed information.
When the necessity did become indisput&bly apparent, the Government was not

idle and it was supported by the charity of Madras. . . . . . We may profit

by experience and do better next time.” .
The circumstances of the two scasons of 1865-66 and of 1888-89 were almost

entirely similar. In both a failure of the south-west monsoon, on which the culti-
vgtion of the district mai‘nly-dependS, hz}d: been followed by the failure of the
north-east monsoon, and I felt that if my visit was to be productive of good it could

not be postponed.

3. My second reason for going was the severe outbreak of cholera that had

oceurred and which was carrying off people at the rate of over 1,400 a week. In
Lord Napier’s account ‘of his visit in 1866 he rem.arks -—*‘1 was not much struck
by any spontancous zeal on the part of the medical oﬂ.icers in the district, bus 1
think that their activity was eventually aroused by the interest taken by others in
the work.” Though we had sent-up 2 aumber of apothecaries to cope with the
epidemic, it secmed advisable that I should see for my self that they were dealing
with the outbreak in the most efficient manner, and personally urge them to fresh
exertions. ' )

4. Thirdly, I considered my presence in the .(11st1'ict ad_v isqble_ to encourage
thereby the local officers. Ganjam is the most northern district in the Madras
Presidency, without railway facilities and only to be approached by sea, the com-
munigation by means of which is always difficult and often impossible. Letters

to rveach the head-quarters, and in a district thus
cut off from the outer world, officers are apt to consider themselves neglected and
overlooked by Government. I was anxious to prove that this was not the case, -
and that their efforts to cope with the distress had my full sympathy and support.

5. I may sav at once that I consider-it is a very fortunate circumstance that

I went to Ganjam, as I was able to satisfy myself by personal observatiqn that

a large amount of distress amounting %0 starvation existed, and that the most

urgent orders and the most prompt action were required if many lives were not
to.bc lost by the most lingering and dreadful of all deaths.
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1 was further able to convinée myself that there was-a very serious lack in 'th(i
district of the seed-grain required for the next sowing, the poorer ryots hu,v%ng,r
been obliged to consume all their surplus stock, and local merchants not carmng
to import. , o N )

Il.)also came to the conclusion that the staff of the ‘d1strlct_requ1rg<_]- better .
distribution and organization, and that many of the native officials, being of al}
inferior class, were not only indifferent to the Wretched c(mdl'tx'on of the poorest 0
the population, but were also incompetent to deal with the crisis.

6. It is not netessary that I should recapitulate otherwise than very briefly
the circumstances that led to the.present situation, as they are well known to my
Hon'ble Colleagues. The south-west monsoon of 1888 only brought "about half
the average quantity of rain and as a result prices in the district rose um_m'dcrubly'

"he north-east monsoon was an almost complete failure and all authorities agree
that the failure of the rains of 1888 was greater and more disastrous than that ol
1866. In October serious grain-riots occurred. On the 18th October the Collé(,;t()l‘
reported famine as imminent and on October 25thy we deputed the Hon ble
Mr. Garstin, then a Member of the Board of Revenue, to visit the district and rcp:)l‘t
on the exact condition of affairs. Mr. Garstin’s report is dated November 27th
and in his’ summary of conclusions he says: ‘I do not consider that therc 15 any
famine, that is, any general failure of fodd-supply anywhere in that part of the
"district which I have visited, nor do I consider any such failure as likely to occul,
at any rate, Tor some months.” But he added “ that the high prices of food-grans
and the prospects of a bad rice-harvest have caused much distress, there can be no
doubt,” and that “ the distress now existing is likely to increase if prices rise muclt
in the course of the next six months, ig I fear too probable? My visit has not le

" me to dissent from the conelusions which my Hon’ble Colleaguc arrived at nearly
seven months ago, and the increase in distress which he anticipated has become &
reality. In the month of April there were about 18,000 people employed on works
under the Public Womks Department, about 3,600 employed on.Civil Agen®
works, and nearly 1,000 were admitted to gratuitous reliet. * Although the nuinbers
employed on works under the Public Works Department have since diminished,
their diminution 18, I think, partly due to the outbreak of cholera, which frightene
people away from the works, and not to any mitigation of the distress.

7. I will now consider geria

whilst in the district,

.
.

« L Grarvirovs ReLirr.

‘8. The first duestion i3 that of gratuitous relief,’

missioner, who was attached to me during my tour, made & tematic examination
of the inkabitants of the place at whigh o Lalted | B e earrounding
villages, with the result that hee ch ywe-hialted and of those of the surrou
sisting prmc1§)a11y of the very poorest, were in & state of actual starvation. MaIR’

of these were lamentably emaciated, ang t] ' w88 immediatol v relieve
will shortly be in the same conditi’ox:1 d the remainder, unloss immediutely reliotio

. . ) , while & very much larger number than this
are in a veg}’ Em and miserable stqte., The worst cases were, %Zrugmﬁ})t}msc of the
Womgn'?n c_lfl;fln,fmapy of the latter being in the mest pitiable condition, the
-bread-winners o 1_ef amilies having either died of cholera or aving descrted them-

. Qratulftouslzedl el may take two forms, that of money doles and that. of tho dis-
oo l(i)edc 00 ’S '§00d 1n relief-houses or kitchens. Tho former system had-aon®
been Vﬁ'or B up (i? date in Ganjam, and it was very evident from What I saw either

. ’.c:xat 1:; ei?,:z iﬁ; 0 Oé’ﬁslt)e‘ltflorll had been lax, or that the money spent had not foun
i{g;zvlzclge in w]i)lichet'}sle? hlc 1€ilpoor people.  Several instances werk brought to MY
is entrusted, were alleged eads of villages, to whom the distribution of the (10198
i?veé thi;t cail be saved agr(; ’cot ({) h‘fwe miS&ppl‘OpI.‘iated them. It is evident now, !
in all large centres of distress ie saved, that the immediate opening of relief-kitchens

will saye many of the poor pezm‘gently required, gs nothing short of actual feeding

not partake of cooked food, andpt?) thSOme of them, owing to caste prejudices, W!

ese money doles must be given.

The Deputy Sanitary Co.m;

tim the natters that came under my noticC

stimated that 5 per cent. of the population, con-’

.}3

The system of village relief also requires careful organization. Every village -
must be regularly gone through and money doles given to those who are incapable
of self-support, for whom no work can be found, and who are not relieved at the

- kitchens.  From what I have myself seen it 1s, I fear, hopeless to expect native
subordinates to carry out these operations prOperl{r, and European officers must be
put in charge of the duty. *T'wo Government taluks, Berhampore and Goomsur,

“containing two-thirds of the population of the district, besides five estates under the
Court of Wards, have to e dealt with. Measures have been taken to strengthen
the existing Civil staff of the district, which I hope will then be equal to the prompt
and proper performance of the work required. I would impress upon each officer
the words used in connexion with a previous famine in another province that ‘‘he
would be held personally responsible that no death occurred from starvation which *
could have been avoided by any exertion or arrangement on his part or on the
part of his subordinates.”

II. Civi. Acency WORKS.

9. Relief works are gf two kinds: Professional Agency works under the Public
Works Department, on which are employed able-bodied people capable of turning
out at least 75 per cent. of'a full day’s task, and Civil Agency works under the €ivil
officers for the employnient of enfeebled labour. o

Tt is not proposed that gratuitous relief should be distributed 1nd1scr1m1natel¥7.
When applicants for relief come forward, if they are capable of labour but not fully
able-bodied, they should be sent to the nearest Civil Ageney works. The clearing of
the beds of village drinking-water tanks, such as I saw in progress, is an excellent
means of utilising this form of labour, and the Collector has a number of roads on
his lists sanctioned or ready for sanction. It is mecessary, however, that only

‘enféebled coolies should be so employwed, able-bodied coolies qug sertt to the nearest
Professional Agency works. In one case that I saw, able-bodied labourers had been
taken away from a Professional Agency work and were doing the work of clearing
. a tank for ‘a number of enfeebled coolies Who were sitting idly by. -

The Collector must arrange for the supply of a sufficiént number of tools for
the labourers. '

III. PROFESSIONAL AGENCY WoORkKs.

10." Of these, two are in progress—(a) the Ganjam-Gopalpur-canal, and (5) the
Rushikulya project. On some professional aspects of the former, I have recorded
a separate Minute which will doubtless receive due attention at the hands of the
Public Works advisers of the Government. T_he, hutting of the coolies. on this
work is a matter that should receive early attention, as they cannat be expected to
stay on the work, or if they stay will be liable to sickness when the monsoon begins,
unless properly sheltered. Spme complaint- was made as to the wages earned By
the labourers being insufficient, and where the major portion of the work is, as here,
piecé-work, the duty of the officer in charge 18 to check the rate that can be earned
by each member of a gang doing a fult day’s work, and if the daily wage earned is
below that due for the particular class of labour calculated according to paragraph
185 of the Famine Code, the rates for -work should be increased in proportion.
The calculation of the rate to be paid for daily labour should be made weekly and
based on the market walme of the staple food-grain to be obtained from the Civil
officers.  This, I found, was not being done, and the necessary orders were issued to
the officers in charge. It appeared to me that much of the ‘excavatioh in progress
on both works was not suited for performance by untrained labour, and care should

. be taken that the casior portions are reserved for the able-bodied untrained- coolies
~who may be sent to the works by the Civil officers. . -

IV. Reuier oF THE WEAVERS,

. : |

11. Representations were made'to me of the privations from which the weavers,
of whoml. there-are 2,000 in. Berhampare’ alione and Jarge’ numbers in other parts
of the district, were suffering. . caused inquiries to be made of the Ordnance
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Department whether an order for the supply of tent-cloth could be given to them, a
measyre of relief that was adopted during the famine of 1866.* The reply was that
this was impossible, as the contracts for the yearly supply of cloth required by the
department had been concluded. The Collector should therefore deal with, distress
among this class of persons in the manner preseribed in paragraphs 86—89 of the
Famine Code. "

-

V. Purcuase oF SEED-GRAIN,

12. One of the most important questions with which I had to deal was the
supply of seed-grain 4o the ryots. The local authorities and many others whom 1
consulted were unanimous in their "opinion that there was a gréat deficiency of
~ seed-grain in the distressed area of the district, though their caleulations of the

deficiency varied from one-quarter of the total amount required, which was the
estimate of the Collector, to that of more than one-half, which was the estimate of

a native merchant well qualified to express an opinion. The total arca of culti- -

vation under rice in the two taluks of Berhampore and Goomsur, which arc thosc
principally z}ffected, 1s about 160,000 acres, so that, taking the Collector’s estimate
of the deficiency, 40,000 acres were iu need of a supply. The lack of sced-grain
is a'well-recogmised result of a season of scarcity, o

' : as tlic poorer ryots are forced
to consume all their reserve.

m : : . v N
The case is ordmarily met by advances of money

under the Agricultural Loans Act, which are recovered at the next annual collection’

of land revenue. This, however, presupposes a stock of seed-grain available n
the markets, or which will be imported to supply the demand. '

13. In Ganjam, however, the casc was different.
pore, the principal trade centre, showed that thouch t
seed-grain available, the price asked forit was as hig
and local purchase by Government for distrtbu
only deplete the ‘mariet, but would raise the

arallyse the purchasing powers of such ryots
he local traders showed no inclination to im
access of Ganjam being fatal barriers to co
. alternative was the importation by Governme
binding themselves to repay the value after
this course lay in the possibility of its being interpreted into an interference with
1.:he _legltlmate operations of private trade, but the ¢ircunistances appeared to me to
justify the measure. An immediate decision had to bo taken as the sowing season

would soon commence. I caused inquiries to b . v CARC
: : ¢ made in the srine district
of Orissa, in the Bengal P 1 bordering

but the reply was that thd drain ¢

Inquiries made at Berham-
: here was a limited stock of
high as Rs. 7/8 per bag of 1641b.,
tion to the ryots would thus not
market price. of sced-grain and so
who were not wholly impecunious.

mmercial enterprise.  The obvious
nt and distribution to ryots on their
the harvest. The only objection to

: o Ganjam had already been so great that not @
ton could be spared. Fortunately, thanks to its magnificent irrigavtion, a certain

reserve stock of grain always exists in our own Goddvari district. and. nquirics
made of the Collector, Mr. Happell, showed that it could be b?)\lls:f‘illtc tz;ngn(ilclil \nthlil(ll at
Gopalpur at the price of Rs. 4/12 per bag. I accordingly dﬁ'ectcd the purchaso
of 1,000 tons, wh}ch sh(_)uld suffice for the spwing of 30,000 acres. Dwine to tho
prompt manner in which my orders were exccuted by Mr. Hapnell. the first
consignment, consisting of 150 tons, had arrived at Gopalpur botlolx)'c i left the

district, and arrangements were mag i
SLE Thy ST @ e for the rcce \ L e .
its distribution from four centres, ceception of the whql(, supply and

*
. : _ VI. Mebicar, ORrGANIZATION,
14. The medical organization of the district appeare
there were a sufficient number of medjcal subordinates on
epidemic of cholera.

Two points, however, re
supply of cholera medicings. . Supplies indented and tologry °

. sved 4 ; \ 'graphed for Cehruary

26th Wel?in(’tf reﬁelved till March. 19th. The epidcmi(:bbez:mne :1,;t(g}:\'zllx':l;111:1:)1'}0

severefazl .fll UII'{t er supply was indented und telegraphed for on the 11th and

15th of April. emmd:er telegrams were also despatehed on Aypril 26th : d May

4th but the full supply indented for w P bt and A

d to me to he good, and
the spot to deal with the

as not received until June 1st.

port, the isolation and diffieulty of

residency, whether a supply could be procured thence, -

quire to be noticed.  One is in connexion with the -
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15. The other point is in regard to the furnishing of information -to the
District Surgeon regarding the progress of the epidemic. Reports of the outbreak
of cholera are not as a rule sent direct to this officer by the Tahsildars or Deputy
"Tahsildars, and he has towait for information till it is received through the

Yollector’s office. This, in a large district like Ganjam, may mean a delay of
soveral days and prompt and effectual measures for dealing with the disease are
thus rendered impossible. In one instance I was myself the means of bringing to
the knowledge of the District Surgeon the existence of severe cholera in one of th.e
cstatos under the Court of Wards. He had prev1ously received no report. This
is 2 matter that must receive immediate attention.

VII. Oraer PoINTs REFEREED TO IN ADDRESSES.

16. There were some other matters referred to in ad(.iresses presented to me
whilst in the district to which I may here ma.ke some all'usmn. . .

17. (@) East Coast Railway.—The necessity that exists for connecting Qan] am
with the lines that now have their terminus n Bezwada on the south and with the
projected line through Orissa on the north .WflS_Stl‘Oﬁg%y PTGSS(lid %pon me-d As II}lly
Hon’ble Colleagues are aware, a communication has recently been made to the
Government of India on this point, and we have offered to defray frgm Provineial
I'unds the cost of the preliminary survey. I need therefore say nothing further at
present as regards this railway, beyond that I am more than ever impressed by
my visit to Ganjam with the need for 1t from the'pomt Qf view of famine p?otectlon,
and also from that of the development of what 1 ?rd}nary seasons must be one of
the most fertile of the Madras districts. Gapjam m its development is fifty years
behind the southern districts of the p1~gsid0110y, but the construction of a railway
would rapidly bring it abreast of these m all respeets.

18. (b) Gopalpur Pier—The uselessness of the Gopalpur pier as at present'
constructed was represented to me at Berhampore. I saw the work and an}tof
opinion that as it stands it is practically of no value to_the mgrc'antll'(lal c%mnf)umt ly,
1 am not, however, disposed to recommend 1ts eXten?ilOIl,danh it will be (t)rd t1;e
merchants to say, when the Collector, as recently ordered, has c?énmu(rll}f;a e 1 3
them the decision of Government regarding the piet, whether it should be ilbmant ef
and the materials disposed of, or whether they are willing to pay for the cost o
its upkeep. o

119' l(c ) Berhampore water-supp Iy. —The Municipal Commlssmn_ers of Berhampore
in their address asked that the services of an officer of t}}e Pubhc}W_orks Departt-:
ment might be made available for the investigation of projects for the improvemen

of the water-supply of their town. The existing water-supply is, I was able to

: : ipti f the street drains flowing
satisfy myself, of the worst possible de§cr1pt19n, many o
direct){y izto the drinking-water reservoirs which are now the only source of supply

to the townspeople. I should be glad if this matter were to receive attention and
be taken up as soon as possible.

VIII. GENERAL CONCLUSIONS.

20. My opinion as to the general cireumstances of the district at the date of

writing this Minute may be thus summarised. ) )
As to the Maliahsyl feel little or mo anxiety; recent rains have made that

jortion tolerably secure. In the Chicacole taluk, which forms the southern portion
(l)f the district, zhings are not very bad, as oWIng to the river rrigation tth‘iria t‘ﬁ?l
loss of crop is seldom experienced. In the Berhampore an(?. .Groom§11‘1}1; a(ti u SI; e
stocks of food-grain are apparently low'and prices are rising. 1.ef rin tml%'-
water is also bad in quality and small in quantity. Grqtmtous relie rm;s ’ e
largely extended throughout these taluks and continued until the crop now sho }y
to be sown is harvested in October or November, as I fear there 1s no prospect
until then of any material fall in prices. More works must be opened for the

employment of those who need relief and are capable of labour. It is estimated
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¢« . efficiently the Professional Agency works under their char
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that the number requiring to be employed during the next four months on Profes-
sional Agency works will be 12,000, and on Civil Agency works 8,000, while
owing to the large number of emaciated children who are not fit for wo;‘k, not less
than 30,000 men, women, and children will, it is supposed, have cither to receive
money doles or be fed at relief-kitchens. In this calculation the relief of the
destitute in such zamindari estates as are under the management of the Court of
Wards has been included. These comprise Kalikot, Parlakimedi, Chinnakimedi,
Dharakot, and Bodagoda, but in the two former, little requires to be done. The
relief expenditure on these estates, or a portion of them, will, however, be et by
the Court of Wards. The above. estimate presupposes a favourable south-west
monsoon. If the monsoon even partially fails, the state of affairs will be very
serious, and will be aggravated by the small stock of food-grain in the district,
and by the difficulties attending importation. But I trust that, under Providence,
this is a state of affairs we may not be compelled to face. »

The one satisfactory thing that I have to note is that the condition of the
cattle appears good throughout and there is no lack of pasturage.

21. A remarkable feature about the

. S resent situation 1 jces
‘1 the district are on the ver P 1tuation is that although prices

] ge of what the Famine Code calls scarci es, they
cannot actually be said to have gone beyond them yet, excepst %:h(‘)(rizyt;l?ltk ’ "Phe
line drawn in the Code is, however, an arbitrary one, and does not in all cases
afford an absolute criterion of the distress that may prevail. That can only be
judged by an actual inspection of and inquiries among the people, such as I have
been able to carry out. I am therefore of opinion that the pr,ovisions of the

Famine Code as regards reli : .
tho distressed area. gards relief operations should at once be enforced throughout

22. Another point is as regards the description of grain in which the caleu-

lations for payments according to .

by cord paragraph 185 of the Fan d be made.
Rlcq is the staple cultn_'atmn of the district and the staplléhfgz) (()Z‘(i) O(fz atr}(laeto e: )11: nee
am informed that five-sixths of the people, peal

I 1 : including many of the very poorest, eat
?}?;hcl:g bﬁf;&ﬁfféﬂ}? WO\}ld.appea}r therefore that rice a¥1d not mgir’)ag) is actliﬂll.v
the cas e,. gram 1n which the calculation for the rate of wages should

The preference dis

layed i : . )
the usnal dry crops is vgryyrem:;k?l?lr:al.am for the cultivation of rico over that o

g piaind Sl Rice is grown on a lar ity 1

W n ; . e tity of lan
mho;(;hsuh?tsall)lloe gx;lgdatlo 1a.nd 18 only rainfed, and which one W(;gul((llu:: );)ose is far
though rice—cultivail:‘loxf‘;stlnvnzilém. }'le exp}llanation given to me for this was that,
. . recari : m 18 W \
in quantity sn d treblo in valu, pof carious, the crop if brought to maturity 18 double

the corresponding outturn on dry land.

- 23. In conclusion, it affords me much
. 5 pleasure to bear testi od
fﬁeh}?g dlsflayed(;(;yards Mr. Horstall, the Collector, b 83{1 &?;;?,g?z :ﬁet}a?sg‘?ct.
° ffrnsve?(;‘ 1fb ‘lmtslslf during g very trying and ard}tlxous hot weather.
taluk, I s in tie :f;} . t?nll’;nlllgmlséﬁsistapt (iolle.ctol:, who has charge of Chicacole
acqu?\ilnte]g with t}}lle vga,nts of his sub'gglisignt e district, made himself thoroughly
r. Foster, the Senior Agsi y . .
the district, s d’oing WellTor ssistant Collector, who has also only recently ]"“wd
igihSnvE?lrl:hiollvlle lb}lrm Mr. Horne, Special Assistant Collector has been chiefly
Bo & ¢ Maliahs, and I have every reason to be satisfied with tho reports
he ga\ie née. tho 8 A with the rep
Mr. Carr, the Special Assistant Co]lector in cha :
rge of Ch imedi .
imgt g:ﬁ:sg(;ﬁi :ftz';e:; llil:fs l:veeris working 'exce_edinglg’ well, al:; allx(ilsm 00;1 ls’a.nli)zhaﬁﬁlriooi
E;proval. b’ i orks, and of a kitchen for children merits my Warn
Among subordinate officers I would speciall .
", Charge Deputy Collector, and M, N-OI(I}Opa.F%:) {h:li);:::{(;n Mr. Lever, Genera
the Chinnakimedi Estate. ) ger under Mr. Carr 0
Mr. deMorgan and Mr. Foord of the Public -Works Department are managin
ge.
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I would also notice the charitable spirit displayed by the Zamindar of Chikati,
who has opened relief-kitchens on his estate for the distressed poor; by Mr. P.
Gopal Rao of Berhampore, who has provided useful employment for a number of
poor people at his own cost in clearing drinking-water tanks; and by Somanto
Patnaik, Kurnam of Pattupur, who has done good work in the same way. There
are othcr native gentlemen who have a!so spent their private means either in
feeding or in providing work for the famine-stricken, and to one and all of them
my best thanks are due. ] ]

24. I was accompanied on my tour by the Hop’ble Mr. Price, Chief Secretary
to Government; by Mr. Claude Vincent, my acting Private Secretary ; and -by
Dr. McNally, Deputy Sanitary Commissioner. Mr. Price and Mr. Vincent both
rendered me the greatest assistance. Both have had experience 1n famine work and
both were thus able to give me much valuable advice m conducting examinations
into the condition of the people of the worst portions of the district. Dr. McNally
also was most industrious in investigating what proportion of the population were
famino-stricken. I have asked him to prepare a report on the subject and I have
no doubt it will be valuable and interesting

25. The day before I left the district 1 repeived a_message from Her Most
Gracious Majesty expressing her sympathy with .the. distressed. This I caused
to b translated into the two vernaculars of the district, Telugu and Ooriya, and
widely circulated. Her Majesty’s gracious message will be fully appreciated by
the people.

MADRAS, (Signed)  CONNEMARA.
June 19th, 1889,



APPENDIX TO TOUR No. VIII

Address of the Community of Chatrapus.

May 11 prEASE Your LorpsHie,—We, the community of Chatrapur, most respectfully beg
permission to approach your Lordship with this our humble address of welcome.

2. Blossed are those who come in contact With their rulers in person to represent their
grievances and to have them redressed. Blessed are the people of this Presidency for the
arrival of your Lordship as their ruler. Your Lordship is already endeared to them by your
consanguinity with Lord Mayo, our late and lamented Viceroy, who first extended to us the
boon of Local Self-Government by his decentralization scheme of 1870, and introduced just and
liberal principles of administration in the Government of this benighted country. Your
Lordship has already, in the Madras Park Fire of 1887, displayed parental care towards your
subjects, and has now, at duty’s call, set out to visit Ganjam, a district rarely seen or noticed
by our Governors. We cannot but thank your Lordship with all sincerity for this special
mark of favor, your object being, as we well know, to personally acquaint yourself with its
present misfortunes, of which the chief are the scarcity of water, the abnormally high prices
of food-grains, and the evils (usually attending on these) of cholera, small-pox and fever.

3. The want of railway communication, the iusecurity of the Gopilpur port, and the
remoteness of our district from the metropolis are serrous disadvantages materially affecting the
prosperity of this district. The pier, which was intended to remove the evils resulting from the
heavy surf at Gopélpur, has brought upon us harm instead of good in the payment of pier dues
without a corresponding return. The pier is not of sufficient length to fulfil the functions
expected of it, and the material itself is of a very inferior quality. We pray that notice may
be taken of these facts and orders issued for its extension and general improvement. We are
now almost shut off from the outside world. Most of our imports of grain find their way from
Orissa and, supplies failing there, scarcity occurs here. Mercantile returns go to prove that the
price of a bag of rice in the Central Provinces 8s compared with that obtaining in Ganjam
stands in the ratio of Rs. 14 to 4. A branch line from the Central Provinces would tend greatly
to reduce prices, besides stirring up competition between the northern and western markets, and
it would make your Lordship’s name a household word in all the Northern Circars.

4. Chatrapur has but one tank for drinking purposes. This is purely rainfed and there is
no water-source in the neighbourhood. Rains fail, water famine threateus, and we have to go a
mile or two for water. It is at present proposed that the Rushikulya canal should empty itself
into the Tampara at about 3 miles distance from this place. We therefore pray that funds may
be provided for the construction, as a relief work, gf a ghannel from the said canal to our tank,
by which measure & want which is felt copstantly in this town of Chatrapur would be.removed.
Our Local Fund Board is at the verge of bankruptey, and we can therefore only invoke the

assistance of Government.

5. Until a few years b
Steam Navigation Company,
and Madras. This contract having now bee

ack. there was a Government mail contract with the British India
and steamers used to ply regularly every week between Gopélpur
n terminated, the company is uncontrolled and
passengers from this district are put to great inconvenience for want of fixed dates. It now
takes at least eight days for & letter to reach this place from Madras, whereas when the contract
was in force, we obtained our letters once a week in five days. We pray that your Lordship
will give your attention to this matter and remove the inconvenience.

6. In the year 188, the Collewe at Berhampore, which had been the alma mater of this
district, was abolished by Government, The college is now maintained by subscriptions collected
from zemindars and ofher private persons. These subscribers have little or no interest in
educational watters, and may at any time withdraw their subscriptions, and, as your Lordship is
probably aware, an institution maintained in this country by private subseriptions as a rule cannot
exist long. The nearest college to Berhampore i8 Vizianagrum whither it is almost impossible
for parents of ordinary means to send their children to prosecute their studies. We therefore
pray that your Lordship will reconsider the matter of the Berhampore College and place it on a
better footing than it is at present.
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7. We should be wanting in gratitude if we did not present to your Lordship the inde-
fatigable exertions of our Collector, Mr. Horsfall, your Lordship’s representative here. He has
without doubt been using his best endeavours to mitigate the widespread distress, and we
attribute any failure on his part to supply our wants to the funds placed at his disposal having
been limited. We acknowledge with thanks the allotments for the improvement of drinking-
water supply, and similar purposes which your Tordship has already made to this distriet, and
we pray that a like generosity may in future be shown to us; without these we shall be quite
unagle to tide over this season of distress, and we respectfully represent that an ample present
outlay will ward off heavy losses in the future.

8. In conclusion, we must again express our pleasure that your Lordship has been enabled
to visit our districts, and we hope that your Lordship will be able to see your way to accede to
our desires.—Chatrapur, 3rd June 1889,

His Excellency’s Reply.

GeNTLEMEN,—1 have come down here for the purpose of seeing for myself the distress from
which I heard you were suffering. I cannot do a8 much as I should wish, because famine and
distress are sent by the Almighty, and we cannot interfere with or expect to mitigate altogether
what He sends as visitations upon our people. At the same time, it is the wish of the Queen,
who is the mother of her Indian people, that I, as her representative, should come and do what
1 possibly can to relieve the people, and I am very glad to find that charitable individuals here,
like Mr. Sevaram Pantulu, have been exerting themselves to spend their own money in relieving the
people ; and in the name of Government I thank him, and all the other gentlemen 1 see around me,
for exerting themselves to meet the distress. There are several subjects mentioned in the address
which I will allude to. The first is the pier. The pier was no doubt made at the instance of the
merchants at Gopélpur with the view of increasing the trade of the place. It is quite true, I believe,
that it is not long enough, and the attention of the Government is now being directed to see whether
any improvement can be made either in lengthening it or removing it altogether. It is not quite
correct to say, as the address says, that tolls are being levied upon it, because there are no tolls
levied on grain traflic, which forms the principal trade of the port. If the pieristo be maintained,
tolls must be levied in order to sustein it. This is a question for the merchants to decide
themselves. The next subject I seein the address is about a railroad. " I quite agree that it would
be of very great benefit to the whole neighbourhood, and to the whole district, if & railroad is
made from Bezvida and 1Jommg the one which is likely to be made down to Puri from the
Cent:ral Provinces ; and 1 have impressed upon the Government of India the necessity for
making thet reilway. T hope before long that the survey of it will be commenced. The next
subject the address mentions is the question of water-supply. I am sorry to find that the tank
1 see here is used for bathing as well as for drinking out of. If the people want good drinking
water, they should not bathe in the tank that they drink from. The sole cause of cholera comes,
medical men say, from drinking bad water. Another question you mention is the question of
the mail contract. The. mail contract has been taken away and steamers do not call regularly
as t}:ey psed to d.°- :1‘1118 Sublect I will impress upon the Government of India with a view to
having it remedied, if I POSSlbly. can. In regard to the Berhampore College, it is true that
G(_)vemment have taken away their support from it, but I think it is an institution that may
fairly be kﬁPt up by the zemindars of the district, and I shall certainly bring to their notice
that it is the duty of the zemindars, or those who represent them, to maintain it, if they possibly
can. 1em very glad to hear that you appreciate the services of Mr. Horsfall, the Collector, and
I am sure he is doing his best under the very difficult circumstances to better the condition 0
the people. I am also glad that the allotments he has recommended for the digging of wells
will do much good. As regards the canal from the Rushikulya project down to the Tampars,

T will bring this to the notice of th !
best to have it granted. e Government when I go back to Madras, and I will do my

Address of the Chairman and Qouncillors of the Municipality of Berhampore.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,-W9, the undersiined Chairman and Qouncillors of the

Municipality of Berhampore, beg respectfully to appro ) : .
address of welcome on the auspicious gccasﬁmyof yo&y vi?i(i; tg 21111; tF(‘) ?:.llency with this humble

2. Gubernatorial visits to this remotest district of the Presidency are so few and for

between that we are deeply grateful to Excell : :
€ . your Excellency for your k n
honoring us with yq11111: presence and, specially so, when we reﬂeotytha.t y:)?x% lfi(i]ndde;cl(igistlgge flm
the welfare of the millions, who own your sway, has brought your Excellenoy $ et im
this season of dearth and disease. oy to our mi
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3. Gratefully sensible as we are of the honor of your Excellency’s visit, we are sincerely
sorry that we are not in a position to celebrate it in the way we should like, for it would ill
become us, as the humble representatives of the towns-people, to observe it as an occasion of
festivity when death is stalking in our midst and scarcity is staring us in the face.

4. This little town of ours has been, in common with most other parts of the district,
subject to epidemics continually for the last three years. Fever first claimed its hundreds of
victims, then came small-pox, which has already done much havoe and is still raging with
more or less virulence, and, lastly, we had a fell visitation of cholera, which has carried away
numbers within a disproportionately short space of time and has not yet left our town
altogether. In fact, there is hardly a home whose sacred threshold death has not crossed,
herdly a family that does not mourn the loss of some dear one prematurely out off.

5. We have been trying to do our best with the limited funds at our disposal both in the
way of prevention and cure, but whatever we achieve 1n the way of sanitary improvement is as
surely undone by our two crying wants—(1) that of a supply of wholesome water not only for
drinking, but for other purposes likewise, and (2) that of a good system of drainage.

6. We depend for our supply of water for daily use mainly on tanks, which are mostly fed
by the surface drainage of the town during the monsoons. Use of this unwholesome water not
only breeds a variety of diseases, but helps their long continuance after they once make their
appearance. Two schemes for supplying the town with wholesome water are feasible, the one
being from the Ambagada channel and the other from the Rushikulya canal, which passes by

Kukudakhandi, at a distance of about 6 miles from Berhampore.

7. The Ambagada water-supply scheme has been elaborated by us, but the largeness of the
required outlay and the probable inadequacy of supply even after the scheme is worked out,
have stood in the way of our taking the project 1n hand. We earnestly hope your Excellency’s
Government will see their way to extend the Rushlkulya_ cagal as far as Ber_hampore, and so
ﬁlaee an abundant supply of water within easy l‘eﬂd1 Of its 1x.lhab1ta1_xts. This extension, it is

oped, will also be a boon to the Government ryots 10 lmgatmg th?lr lands over a large area
between Kukudakhandi and Berhampore. In the meantime, we intend closing the surface
drainage supply of some of our tanks and contemplate, as a temporary measure, bringing the
Ambagada water during freshes by means of an open channel into our tanks, taking of course
neoessary precautions to prevent its being polluted-

8. We have twice asked Government to lend us the services of an Engineering officer to
prepare a scheme of drainage for us, but the exigencies of the department have prevented them
from complying with our request. 'We hope the favor we seek will be granted at some conve-
nient date. But we are humbly of opinion that, unless and until we have secured an abundant
water-supply for all purposes, no system of drainage will be practically of much use.

9. Our town did not escape unscathed during t.he agrariag disturbances of Ootober last, and
food-grains have been selling at almost famine prices over since. We trust your Excellency
will concert such measures as will avert the evils of the impending famine. As one of these
measures we venture to suggest the granting of advances to the poor weavers of the town to
enable them to carry on their industry ; weavers, 85 a class, being of that peculiar temperament
a8 would make them prefer death to living a8 day-laborers on famine-relief works.

10. 'We are happy to be able to assure your Excellency that the various classes and commu-
nities of this town (}I())Ir)l);inue to live in harn)l'ony, and that the Municipal Council has hitherto
done its work without friction amongst its members. We are also happy to state that Local
Self-Government is prospering in our midst under the fostering care of your Excellency ’s Govern-
ment and with the kind co-operation of our good Collector, Mr. Horsfall, who is ever ready with
his sage counsel in all measures affecting the well-being of this town.

11. We conolude With assurances Of our Wal'mest a;'.EOCtiOn and loyalty'to our beloved
Queen-Empress and with a heartfelt prayer that the Almighty Power will shield your Excel-
lency from harm during your Excellency’s stay in our midst and send you back in health and
safety to Madras, there to concert measures for the relief of the distressed and otherwise to watch

over the welfare of the millions under your rule.

Address of the Members of the District Board, Ganjam.

May 11 pLEASE YoUr Lowrpsure,—We, the members of the District Board, Ganjam, as the
representatives of the district people, beg most respectfully to offer to your Excellency our
most hearty welcome to our district which, as your Excellency will have opportunities to observe,
still retains, owing to its almost isolated position, most of the manners, customs and prejudices
of the past, while the other parts of Her Majesty’l vast Indian Empire fully enjoy all the
advantages of her benignant rule,
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Tt was in Foebruary 1883 that this district was favored with a visit by your Excellency’s
immediate predecessor, and that his visit hes been so closely followed by your Excellency’s
cannot but be to the inhabitants of the district a source of unfeigned pleasure indicating, as it
does, & deep interest on the part of your Excellency’s Government in their welfare. While fully
realizing that your Excellency’s visit just at this time when there is distress throughout the
district from successive failures of rains and crops has been most opportune, we cannot at the
same time forget the immense risk your Excellency has thought fit to run of endangering
personal safety by such an act of condescension. There are cholera and small-pox raging at
present in every part of the district, and the burning heat of the summer sun still continues
unmitigated by rain. Your Excellency has set at naught all these serious obstacles, and we are
overwhelmed with a sense of the deepest gratitude when we think of the tender solicitude that
brings your Excellency now to our midst.

Your Excellency will see with your own eyes how great have been the sufferings of the
people, these being the combined result of dearth and disease, the former in a large measure
contributing to the latter. It is our humble belief that the heavy mortality caused by fever,
cholera and small-pox would not have reached the alarming proportions it has done but for the
privations which the people have had to endure, and we venture to think that the mortuary
returns will show that it 1s the poor that have mostly fallen vietims to the diseases that have
made their appearance recently in our midst. We will not. tax your Kxcellency’s patience with
a detailed account of the distress of the people, for Mr. Horsfall, our popular Collector, who has

iven his best attention to the matter from the time a general scarcity was apprehended, will be
Eetter able to place before your Excellency such facts and figures as will faithfully represent the
real state of things and bring conviction home to your Excellency’s heart that the apprehension
entertained of an approaching famine is not altogether without its foundation, four Excel-
lency’s Government have already, at the instance of our kind-hearted Collector, taken measures to
avert the impending evil by opening famine-relief works to a certain extent, and we beg humbly
to suggest that relief works be opened on a larger scale. The following are some of the works
which we think can with advantage be taken in hand :—

Bridging the Sunna Muddia river on the Mandasa-Parlékimedi road, which was put off
for want of funds.

The Berhampore-Digupudi road, which is left in an incomplete state by the Board for
want of funds.

Th.e eqns’cruction of a road between Digllplldi and Pudamari.

Bridging the Vamsadhéra and the Rushikulya, where they cross the Grand Trunk road
from Madras to Calcutta.

Payment of money in advance to weavers to enable them to carry on their industry,
which is one of the most important indigenous industries of the district.

‘When your Excellency’s predecessor was here a few years ago, the people represented,
among other things, the great necessity that there was for improving the defective irrigation of
the district and its external communication. It is with feelings of gratitude that we have to bring
to your Excellency’s notice that very many of the prayers then made to your Excellency’s
predecessor were granted by his Government, and the %ushikulya project, the Ganjam-Gopélpur

- cansl and the pier at Gopélpur have either been or bid fair to be accomplished facts. It gives
us much pleasure to learn that the Vamsadhéra project intended to serve the same purposes of
irrigation in the southern part of the distriot as the Rushikulya project will, when completed,
serve in the northern part, has been ordered to be investigated by the Executive Kngineer,
Ganjam division, with a view to its being undertaken in due course. But we beg to represent
to you. Excellency that the pier, in its present state, is of no use and is not likely to be of any
use if not extended beyond the outer surf limit. It is a sad spectacle to see the pier built at the
enormous cost of about 3 lakhs of rupees lying idle, while a comparatively small outlay would
make it a useful monument of the skill of engineering in overcoming the obstacles which an
unusually high surf presents to embarkation and landing. Another very important thing which
we would present for your Excellency’s consideration in connection with the subject of improve-
ment of the communication of the district with other parts of the country is the proposed East
Coast Railway which, by annihilating distance, would place within easy reach of the district all
the important commercial centres of India and minimise the chance of future famines. The
construction of another railway line from the Central Provinces to the Fast Coast line cannot
fail to suggest itself as highly desirable and beneficial, those provinces being known to be the
cheapest grain-exporting region within reach of this district. Pl‘he oonstruction of railways a8 &
means of improving the external communication of the district is, however, a question of time,
and we would therefore humbly request your Excellency to order the renewal of the mail service
contract with the British India Steam Navigation Company, which would to a great extent

remove the inconvenience which we now feel with regard to con SO 4
A . \munica s an
Calcutta and the intervening ports. & tion with Madra

In conclusion, we fervently hope that Excellency’ cal
. . your Excellency’s present visit wil of
blessing to the famished people of the district, the alleViationpof whoge1 ;nf;:lrilngzozse tnil:():vrg:,ed

object of this your Excellency’s auspiocioys advent, and we pray that ) o be
granted health and strength to carry on the arduous duties of yogr(mliiglixi)ec}l;g;i n;:ythe
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Governor of millions of the Indian subjects of that august Sovereign who reigns in love and to
whose throne we, her Indian subjects, are so profoundly devoted and loyal.— Ganjam, June 1889.

His Excellency’s Reply.

GexrLeMeN,—Although I have come here in & time of great distress, I am glad to find
that there are some things in the addresses which give me great satisfaction. I am glad to find
that the Municipality and also the Local Board beur testimony to the great exertions that have
been made on behalf of the people by Mr. Horsfall, the Collector; and I have no doubt that all
the district officers will imitate his example in doing their best to mitigate the great distress
that T know exists among the people. It gives me, 8s well as them, very great pain to see that
there 1s so much distress and scarcity. My object iu coming down here at this season of the
year has been to see whether I can do anything to make the distress a little light upon the
people. These scourges are sent by the Almighty 1D His wisdom, and we can only bend to them
and ses whether we can help ourselves and help those around us. I am extremely glad to find
that amongst you many private individuals are spending their money in giving labor to the
people. Mr. Gopala Row has shown a very laudable example to other gentlemen who have
meaps at their disposal in employing the people on the canal by which he is endeavouring to
bring water to the town ; and in the name of the Government and in the name of the Queen of
England, whom I represent, and who is extremely anxious always to hear of the welfare of her
people, I beg to thank him and others for what they have done. With regard to bringing the
canal from the Rushikulya, that is a subjest which I will bring to the attention of my colleagues
when [ go back to Madras, and it will give me VeLy _great pleasure if I can see that project
carried out before I cease to be Governor. I sm quite alive to two great things that are
necessary for the health of the people—good water and good drainage. These are two things
that are being asked for by the people in all parts of the Presidency. Itis one of the most
healthy signs of the benefits of Liocal Self-Government, which was inaugurated by my brother,
Lord Mayo, that this demand is being made every where—1I may say from Tinnevelly to
Berhampore. 'L'hese are two things that require & great deal of money, aud the demand that has
sprung up for them is a demand that has been made only within the last few years, and therefore
it is very difficnlt to find money to carry out all these projects in a short time. It is necessary
for Government, therefore, to depend upon Jocal efforts in the main to do these things; but, at
the same time, the Government will be very glad whenever they can see their way to help Local
Governments to carry ont these projects in giving them good water and also proper drz}inage.
T have received and read an address from the Local Board and find that most of the topics that
I allude to are those which are mentioned in it, and therefore I must ask the members of
the Local Board to take what I say now as @ reply to their address. I would thank them

" for the exertions that they are making in trying to relieve the people and giving them work.

T have no doubt that the local works that are now in progress willdo good in giving employmept
to the people. There is one subject which the Collector has brought to my notice. 1t is that in
many of the tanks which are now uearly dry the bed;‘z of them are in a very bad state, and that
much benefit would result by cleaning them out The state of these tanks, where the people
drink and where they wash themselves and clean their cattle, 1s such that it 1s quite sufficient to
acoount for the large amount of cholera and fever in the district, and I would impress upon
private individuals and on the Local Board, as I have impressed upon Government officers, that
money cannot better be spent now during the next few days than in cleaning out these tanks.
The expense will be very small; it can be distributed amongst a great number of people, and
the good that it will do I am quite sure will be very great. I am very glad to hear that the
Municipality and the Liocal Fund Board work without iriction with the people. Iam glad also
to find that the Municipality have not forgotten the poor weavers. They ure a very deserving
olass of people, and not having much capital T have no doubt that they find it very difficult to
curry on their trade. Like all trades that are supported by the locality, they must suffer
where the people around them suffer. It is a very serious thing for Government to undertake
to give advances to large bodies of persons like the weavers, but, at t.he same time, 1f scarcity goes
on, it is very likely that the Government will have to take that into consideration. I am in
great hopes that before many years pass by railroads will be made in the south. I have within
the last two days asked permission of the Government of India to take the first steps in making
a railroad from Bezvéda up to the Northern Circars (applause), I hope a survey will be made
during the noxt cold weather, At any rate, if it is not done, it will not be my fault ; and no
person is more convineed than I am that the way to make this district prosperous and to rescue
it from its backward condition would be to make a railroad which wili join it with Orissa ou the
one side and Bezvéda on the other. Nouw, I think the best thing I can say to you in wishing
you good-bye for the vresent is that I hope we shall all feel very thankful to the Almighty
Yor the amount of rain that wo have received this morning, and we will pray to the Almighty
to send. us more, so that the carth may bear its fruits in due season. It only remains for me
to thank you for the pretty ornamants and decorations I see around me this morning.
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Address of the Inhabitants of the Toun of Aska.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExcerLexcy,—We, the inhabitants of the town of Aska, respectfully
beg to approach your Excellency with this our humble address of welcome.

We are fully conscious of, and feel highly grateful for, the noble §acriﬁce of personal
comfort that your Excellency has made in wisiting this hilly and remote district of the Madras
Presidency in this hot season.

The Ganjam district has this year reached the .culminating point in & crisis through
which it has been slowly but steadily progressing during the last three years for want of rains
and the consequent failure of crops and, but for the prompt measures initiated by your Excel-
lency’s Government, on the earnest representations of our popular veteran Collector, in deputing
the Honorable Mr. Garstin to make & special report on the condition of the district, avd in
ordering the taking in hand of certain important public works, such as the completion of the
Chilka canal project, and the resumption of work on the Rushikulya canal, and the carrying
out of some important Local Fund works, this district also would have played the réle of the
Ceded Districts in 1877.78, with fever, small-pox and cholera raging in quick succession as the
inseparable companions of & distressed and famished population.

Fand in hand with the provision of relief to the distressed population of the district, we beg
to represent that the fitting up of the ryot for future agricultural operations should engage the
attention of your Excellency’s Government. The want of seed-grain, the loss of cattle, the
absence of means to pay for outside labor, and the exactions of the sahukar are insurmountable
obstacles in the way of the ryot, without )iberal advances from the Revenue Department, In
connection with this we think that the institution of annual agricultural exhibitions, the opening
of a model agricultural farm, and the establishment of agricultural banks, in suitable centres, are
best calculated to ameliorate the condition of the agricultural population.

The weavers form 21 per cent. of the district population, and next to the agriculturist the
prevailing distress has most affected this class, with the difference that the former takes cheerfully
to cooly work and earns a scanty subsistence at least, while tha weaver welcomes a slow and
lingering death at his loom. We were grieved to find that your Excellency’s Government did
not approve of the special proposals of the Honorable Mr. Garstin touching this class, and weo

earnestly pray that your Excellency will be pleased to reconsider the decision of Government in
this respect.

Grateful as we are for the construction of & pier at Gopalpur, the chief port of our distriet,
and for the interest your Excellency has ovinced in the proposed construction of an Kast Coast
Railway for the Circars, which will connect Ganjam with the great network of railways in the
Madras Presidency and in Bengal, we humbly solicit your Excellency’s attention to a line of
railway to connect Gopélpur with Rayapur in the Contral Vrovinces, so that the markets of
our district may be well filled with the food-grains so plentifully abundant in the Central
Provines, at the same time that the markets of the latter can command thereby the fine salt of
Gapjam now carried with so much difficulty and danger by the Brinjary people on the backs of
bullocks. Such a line would also greatly assist in openiug up a wild tract of country between

theee two places and spread civilization among Ppeo le of semi-barb i i
political importance in the infermediate country.g peop arbarous habits of no little

As for the pier at Gopalpur, it is practically useless, as it is owin i i i

Wfall yvxthu} the surf line. 'The ppivatiog endured in consequence of the ?rlf;of:ib??itfrer:fl tgmlﬁff
nicating with the ships in the harbour which had brought food-grains for the suﬁerig’ thousands
in the memorable famine of 1866 is still fresh in the minds of every one, and it isg reatly to
be feared that, with the pier in its present construction, the same distressin:g state of tlﬁngs may
ocour again af any time. We would therefore pray your Excellency will be pleased, on your

return to Madras, to give the matter your kind considerstion with a view to rendering the pier

serviceable for the district.

In conclusion, we beg to thank i . s
- Inc ) 't k your Excellengy again for your gra isi is district
in this time of want and distress, and accord your Kxeellency ayhamfy \?rl:ll;(s)r;:amttot?hti}sn:ow:.

—

His Excellency's Reply.

GenTLEMEN,—I am glad to hear that yon are aware that t
e S Lo b e o s e oot
tion for tb? last four mpntbs. Nearly sizx months ago we sent Mr. Garstin dm:'e“t,;e ort upon
the condition of the district. and by reason of what Mr. Horsfall and Mr Gﬂ:t'o rt(z)}l)d e
opgned l_arge public \yorks m various parts of the distriot ; and in that wa w-0 shos wmd told e ar0
quite alive to the serious condition of affairs. I wish all people here to {mow th tetl 1(,Luven of
England sympathises very much with the distregs from which 1 know they ar . ﬁ'le' o and,
had it not been for those works, I have no doubt before now great ﬂﬂmber}; Olfo ﬂut e:::nﬁ q have
been starving. I find in going through the district myself that there are ry(; Bt number of
poor women and children that need still further assistance, and measures aw{;ﬁ %e taken snd
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are heing taken to give these emaciated children and women all the assistance that they cannot
procure for themselves. Before 1 came into the district, Mr. Horsfall, the Collector, had shown
Lis appreciation of distress by opening 8 certain number of poor-houses; and since I have been
here 1 have ordered more to be opened. I am glad also to find that in many parts of the district
through which I have passed a great pumber of ryots and private gentlemen of certain means
have done their best to alleviate the distress, both by giving work, such as cleaning out tanks,
and also by distributing food to the poor. 1 hope that those who can afford it will imitate the
example of the many gentlemen of Berhampore and Chatrapur, and help in their own small
way the poor around. I observed coming along the road this morning that a great number of
tanks are being cleaned out, and I hope that such works will progress, for it will be a great thing
if, when the monsoon comes, the water has clean t.anks to run into ms’gead of dirty ones. Iam
very much afraid that in some cases the ryots \ylll not have seed-grain sufficient to sow their
londs with. I am taking that matter into consideration, and I hope that 1 shall be able to do
something to help the ryots in that direction. I see that in your address you mention the
question of the Gopélpur pier. That pier was gnderta}ien at the instance of the merchants
themselves, who wished to have a pier for Janding their goods. I think myself that it js of
very little use. I do not think it can be made much better even if it were to be lengthened
beyond the surf. 1t it was 500 yards longer I do not think 1t would be of very much more
uss than it is at present. I know myself that it T were going to land I should prefer to
land in the surf rather than come upon the pier. However, the views of the Government
with respect to the pier will be communicated to the merchants, and if they wish to have it
kept up it will be kept up, but they will have to pay forit of course; but my own impression
is that the wisest thing that can be done is to take it away. However, nothing will be done
in a hurry. You also refer in your address to the railroad subject. In order to make the
Raipur railroad you must have the East Coast railroad to connect the Godévari and Kistna.
I am quite sure that the more railroads there are 1o & district the better, and I hope that
before many years there will be railway communication between the Central Provinces and
Ganjam. 1 made a proposal to the Government of Tndia during the last few days to spend 21
lakhs upon making a survey of a line from Begvéda up to Cu't.taqk. .That line will be joined
on to a line from Nagpur, so that [ hope there will be communication in that way before many
years between Ganjam and the Central Provinces 88 well as Calcutta. I do not think I have
got anything more to say except that I am very sorry that my first visit to Ganjam should be
ot a time of so much distress; but [ hope that the 'Almlghty may send us a good monsoon.
Alth()ugh I go uway {rom the pOOI‘ people hel‘e, I Wln not forget them',.and I hope that the
Collector, Mr. Horsfall, will send me reports day by day of the condition of the people. I
shall know quite as much about them trom him and from his reports, both by letter and by
telegraph, as if I was living amongst them. I hope most sincerely that the reports I receive
when I return will be of a character that will make me happier than I now am. I am very
much obliged to you for coming here. I hope ol those who can afford it will do their best in

foeding the poor an d mitigating the distress and misery around. I will now bid you farewell.

Address of the Inhabitants or the Goomsur Taluk of Ganjam District.

May 1t PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,,.WQ, the inhabitants of the Goomsur taluk of Ganjam
district. the sincere subjects of your Fxcellency’s Government, most devoutly approach your
’ tribute of our allegiance as much as lies in our

Tordship’s august presence to pay the humble § ; oy
poor cagacity,gtr usting that tl?isyour humble duty will meet with your Lordship’s parental

acceptance.

2. Owing to the failure of paddy crops for want of periodiesl rains and the consequent high

prices of food-grains a general ganic once get in throughout the taluk, simultaneously began the

extraordinary series of grain robberies, which added to the feeling of alarm. .
3. At that critical moment the measures which our District Collector and Magistrate,
Mr. Horsfall, had taken in suppressing the loots and restoring confidence were such as are
not possible in a small compass to express adequately. ‘ . .

4. The local authorities too responsive to these measures did their portion of the work well

in suppressing the prevailing evils. ) o .

5. In humbly assuring your Lordship of our dutiful obligation for the vigilant care the
local authorities had in forecasting the impending evils and the prompt measures they ha‘.i taken
in expediting a timely intimation to your Government, we also beg to acknowledge, with our
devout thanks, the generous care your Government had readily taken for mitigating the evils
by deputing the Honorable Mr. Garstin to the district, who‘reported the needful state of the
country for the Government help and by rendering the following CONCOssions :—

(1) The reopening of the Rushikulya works, (2) providing funds to supply drinking

water, (3) granting gratuitous relief to emaciated persons, (4) sanctioning remissions for
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irrigated lands on a larger scale and unprecedented grant of remissions for rainfed lands, and
(5) gratuitons advances to the destitute ryots for seed-grain. ’

'6. But the state of affair's is be(}oming gradually worse by the increasing distress and the
continued pressure of high prices which is telling severely upon the already impoverished people.

7. Tt therefore devolves upon us to pray for the extension of the mercy already shown, by

starting village relief circles, opening poor-houses and sanctioning relief w i . '
useful irrigation works. . £ orks in the shape of

8. The physical feature of Goomsur taluk is hilly and jungly. The ac
cultiyated lands in it, of which the area of rainfed 1und); 1s gr]eutg{lmn th;: o??r]:lir%ﬁwflmd’}l?:
quality of the soil is fertile, but owing to scanty rains and want of good irrigatiog works the
crops have been generally failing from the year 1884, This year the failure of crops has been
enormous. There are ample opportunities for the improvement of irrigation works( " The
highly hollow valleys traversed by streamlets situated among the hills or ri:éing grmmds. whicl;
can form as profitable receptacles of the water are in abundance, and these are neglected to be
made into reservoirs or tanks capable of irrigating large areas of land each. "

9. We also pray that the present forest rul b 3 ;

A L rules may be relaxed so as to allow the agrienltural
classes to graze their cattle in the reserves and to obtain unreserved wood for fuel ang bulihi]i]ntr
purposes free of charge, as was the custom in former years. °

_10. We beg to conclude this with the ouly satisfaction that our fortune now has smiled on
us, 1gasrpuch as we c.ould approach your Lordship, who rules over the destinies of milliuﬁs in
the & re;s.ldency, and rep're,sent personally our wants in the sure and certain hope that they will
meet with your Lordship’s gracious consideration snd sympathy.— Kussellkonda, June 18893:

e

Note.— His Excell i ‘o .
chould be consisder:d.e ency replied promising that the matters referred to in the above address

Translation of an Address of the People of the Zemindari of Pratapagivi or Chinna Kimed: in the
Ganjam Distriet.

fort Thisf({)hl.nna, K‘:m;d}l) estate, which lies in a corner of the Ganjam district, had never had the
; fiunﬁ 0 ell:}gtﬁletl ed by Governors. Owing to our high luck when we are involved in distress
it has happened that your Lordship has set your foot in our taluk ; hence we are not only confident,

but also happy that, in addition to th ief already obtai : U
nndoubtedly be relieved of the still eoxistfn;e(llli‘;lticilrt?g&y obtained from your Liordship, we shall

2. There hgs been a searcity of crop partially in several parts of the taluk during the I
two years, gnd in _the.current fasli 1298P tphere hgs been a fa}ilure of raius, and tfu:):a)l}; 3Vl:E
nomullal :1n i/le or six villages, and in others no paddy is to be seen. As soon as the harvest W:lls
comptete » the S'ttattedOf tlklle taluk beoame evident and the prices suddenly rose up.  When the
gzli?ngyv;%:pgﬁ:datg (;ox;cn:itp;ﬁgg wltholut any {ezlir %f punishment from Government were

2Ly ers. In our taluk about 30 villages were looted.  'I'he pudd
:::,ie l’;i%ir slti(irl(;(,l hi,‘hiosli?' people _last year was possessed by hooters, and the people could {1:11'111:'
1gence displayed by the estate manager at such an opportunity and the

steps taken by the District Coll $ .
troubles have been praisewox‘thy?cmr’ Mr. Horsfull, on the report of the manager to suppress the

3. After these troubles subsided :

. . gradually ancther calamity

ust a8  tiger peeped. The ryots were in wﬂ,nty of sufficient food)()
eggars who depend upon them for su

huunger with leaves. Having no other

they preferred death. In the meanti

family, personally visited the village

instantly made its appearance
wing to failure of crops  "I'he
pport were unable to get alms and could not satisfy their
means to .resort to they were reduced to such a state that
;ne, the :u(rlldt }Inagg%er, ;v}lxo is ?1 member of a respectablo
" ! e , Inspecte o distressful conditic f sople

reported it to higher authorities, ¥ hereu]],on Mr. Horsfall, the hr)norn%:l;ngzrrn]t«lx]:'n]rl(‘()‘}m:}((-(v]’»:?-:}

his requests and took necessary steps A ! )
Mr. Carr, a patient gentleman): as 51’230?21(1:&92:1?%013’ your Lordship was kind enoug

for tﬁbu'fal.lr?dgi?:tthfm%lflesz uWhi?h your Lordship has done to all the people caunot be forgotten
have porished two o onth sybark Olidshlp had not looked us with pity, hundreds among us gvvuuld
our grateful senso towards 00 .L D our present .stute of distress we see no other way §f evincing
thousands of thanks to J 111‘r Or(.ishlp for having saved our lives, we hereby res octf 11 )ﬂ' d

your Lordship, soliciting that they will be kindly accoptedp Wy ofter

5. We beg that our followi ; .
with kindness :g_'_ owing requests will be taken notice of and that we shall be treated

(1) The authorities may not t
(2) Forest taxes beingyhea.vymub1
may be reduced.

h to app()int

e us for payment of assessment unti

1 ’
and troublesome during the present ti the crops yisld.

me of famine, they

9.

(3) The work of Narasingadu, which was commenced by Sri Raghunatha Deo, late

zemindar, may be completed.
(4) Takkavi (advance for cultivation) may be granted at once to purchase seed and
commence cultivation of lands.
(5) Renters may be allowed remission for the current year.
As the representations of aggrieved persons are naturally lengthy, we beg to be excused for
this long address and constantly pray the Almighty for the long life-of your Lordship who has
undertaken the kind administration of the country.

PR

Address of the Inhabitants of Tekkali.

May 1t prrasg Your Exceirescy,—We, the inhabitants of Tekkali, respectfully beg to

welcome your Kxcellency to our district at this critical time of severe distress.

2. Your Excellency’s administration has been marked by many benevolent acts. Your
Excellency’s visit to Ganjam at a time when her people are suffering llmder a_ widespread
famine and pestilence is most opportune. Your Excellency will 1perilona, ly see the condition
of the people and will be convinced of our generous Coliector’s 11.1100 ore reports.

3. We sincerely regret, at the same time, that the Almighty Providence has not been
ploased to allow us an opportunity of personally paying our respects to your Excellency and
expressing our grievances. .

4. The remoteness of Ganjam from the Presidency town and the want of locomotive com-
munications and irrigation works have made the district a vietim to periodical visitations of
famine. If we look into our past history, we find famines of a more or less severe type recnrring

after every decade.

5. The taluk of Tekkali is
Your Excellency’s Government
Anantagiri road and the straig

one of the worst affticted parts in the district at this distress.
has ordered the opening of two relief works, to wit, the Tekkali-
htening of Bappayipuram gedda. But, as these are sanctioned

p omal v works in spite of the recommendatiox_ns of our experienced
?&?:glzﬁgyD?\?sﬁ?:g{no;ﬁczgse,nl(;\))rne but able-g)odied‘men,.who could otherwise go to distant works,
smch as Rushikulya and Gopélpur canals, are admitted into these works. Your Excellency will
bo pleased to observe, on reference to lists of daily laborers on these works to what extent these

i ded from these works and are employed on scanty
have been useful, Weak persons &% exclude the overwhelming numbers that are in need

- ient for
tank repairs. The latter, too, x> mot sufficten se that these two works be converted into:

of relief. We therefore respectfully bég to propo . .
fa[;(i’[::.relief (:,,0,-112:, et(};;i all Il))ersonS, whether weak or strong, be admitted, and that the coolies

be paid daily. . :
. the utility of railways generally. At times of
6. Wo need not submit to your Excellency nd saf;est means of transport. This district

i i the easiest & ! 1
ﬁgggi:ﬁnﬁg{yaizebosrgeﬁf(llz tlllnseeiiuiv:st. We are not unaware that your Excellency’s attention

i i hope that, during your Excellency’s
d to this end, and we earnestly hope , . ‘ :
?ea:uigzi}dg{ﬁbczn(}g;g?iewilloha::: aenew era marked 10 her history by being provided with a

railway. oo ) )
District Munsif’s Court, which had been

. inform your Escellency that the L

100atZd }‘;Z:e};?)% ;{))011.3: (fmrﬁ g, century with no ineomvenlence on a.n.}; ﬁmccountt,r :lasn :k));;ecr:) ;iiisiiilg?i

to Sémpet, notwithstanding our repeat.e(% Plgoiesmis ?)fgflgr?bll: nelBuir i%exéther conveniences are

: 5 O a . ) i r

other respects, Ifcentrality, o sssu by 1y slicis that, before any eongidert b BeCty S

onuaned by Govermmont in eonsiacting court bulngS bt SARPY o’ itk his, we

pleased to transfer the court oither to this place OT Jod a af fh's Lstuiot, Mr. J. B Ds:niel

rospoctfully beg to inform ¥oi7 Excell'le'nCytt}lla{;):fvllilj%riélaigt?o(:ls oflthe ‘sever’al M{ms.ifS, 'Proposedz

ft , iderati to equalizing the urs ; : . .
:o ::aﬁls”%g‘;rg ;?:;:lg?i%:);aﬁékim% di talui to the District Munsif, Chicacole, leaving this town

a8 the head-quarters of the Tekkali Munsif.

8. In conclusion, we wish your Excellency a 88
June 1889.

fo tour and a happy return.— Tekkali, 2nd

[

Address of the Inhabitants of Sompet.

TN e inhabitants of Sémpet respectfully crave
Mav i prease Your EXC”'LEMY’.—X :i;i:limmble address of weloou’le in honor of your

issi h vour Excellency Wi ) )
)B;;I;ﬁ:ﬁ)er;’tsovaigilgrf: imﬁ n‘t)rthernmostypart of the Presidency not a; {ﬁf, fgl;r:;czefd thih az;ty.
railway station. Our little town in particular had never enjoye payng
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tribute of loyalty personally to its Governors, and it can never forget your Excellency’s com-
forting halt among us at a time when a dreadful pestilence and a painful famine struggle for
supremacy, the former confining a great majority of the people to homes and the latter driving

them out in search of food. We hope that your Excellency’s auspicious tour would soon expel
these contending tyrants from us.

Being conscious of the parental care which your Excellency’s benign Government and its
local executive agents have been taking in offering medical aid for the sick and in opening
relief works for the poor, and owing to the assurances held out to offer gratuitous relief to the
debilitated poor and to grant agricultural loans to the famine-stricken tenants, and to allow
time to the heavily-encumbered landlords for payment of arrears, we should frankly admit that
we are unable to advance anything on this occasion as a matter of grievance. A few months
ago the local dealers in some places having refused to sell food.grains, or having combined to
soll them at prices unfairly raised, the district had the misfortune of counting some loots against
itself ; to prevent recurrence of such unfair strikes without at the same time interfering with
the legitimate operations of private trade, we would solicit that some food-grains may be kept
in readiness under the latter part of rule 40 of the Famine Code.

In connection with the agricultural progress of the country, we begin to feel anxious when
we see (1) that large tracts of land of latent fertility lie waste, (2) that large quantities of
irrigation water are emptied unutilised into the sea by overwhelming hill-streams, and (3) that

many able-bodied laborers are obliged to take up an adventurous migration to Burma and
other places.

And we would here take the liberty of submitting, for your Excellency’slei i

. . - isurel der-
ation, that the practical operations of the Agriculturz;.l Department orgal)llised inrfSZSQcox?lzly ell;e
more .w1dely. extended by introducing on an economical scale agricultural farms and other
experiments in all the material districts, thereby giving to the agricultural masses a practical

ducation more successfull .
?) fuIcn o ortune, ssfully to convert to their best advantage the now-neglected natural sources

We would not now tire your Excellency with the details of our proposal, but would merely

stute that up to 1884 only 44,500 out of 141,000 s . . )
8 ) , quare miles we
34,500 out of the balance was found cultivable but not cultivated. ro actually cultivated, while

Praying to the Almighty God th .
back to Madras.-—Sémpct?lS);l: 3 une f&{fur Excellency will make a safe and pleasant voyage
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