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Measles.

(‘ommunicating to the Municipal Commission-
ers of Madras the report of the Surgeon-General
with Government regarding the prevalence of —
in Madras.
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3rd District.—Measles prevailed in this district, but not to any serious extent ;
not one case was seen by the medical officer and but § by the district apothecary, all
of which recovered.

4th Districtf—8ix in and 5 out patients suffering from measles applied for relief
at the Royapettah hospital ; but neither the medical officer, Dr. Mohideen Sheriff, nor
any of the subordinates, had seen or heard of a fatal case in the district. The disease,
however, was prevalent in Royapettah, Triplicane, Mylapore, and St. Thomé, and
such deaths as may have occurred are believed by Dr. Hazlett to have been due * to
bad nursing of the patients, 7.e., allowing them to become chilled.”

2. From a review of the facts brought to my notice, the epidemic appears to
have been prevalent more or less all over Madras, but most so, and also most fatal, in
Black Town. 1In this country under favourable circumstances, measles as a rule runs
a very mild course, but is very fatal in over-crowded localities, especially when due
attention is not paid to the nursing of the sick, and when they are placed amongst
insanitary surroundings. The simple disease is rarely fatal, death usually resulting
from diarrheea, or pneumonia induced by a chill or foul air or both combined.

3. But very few cases were brought to hospital for treatment, as the native
pupnlation do not realise the risks attending the ailment when cases are exposed to
unfavorable conditions such as those mentioned.

4. The most common sources of infection are schools, but in this epidemic the
disease does not appear to have been at all prevalent amongst the classes of children
attending these.

5. The epidemic appears to be still prevailing, and, considering the crowded
condition and insanitary condition of the poorer quarters of Madras, I do not know of
any immediate means likely to reduce the prevalence of the disease or its mortality,
It would be easy to erect leaf or grass sheds for the reception of the sick, but I doubt
if they would be brought for treatment to these temporary hospitals. The isolation
of those suffering is the only known means of stamping out the disease, but such a
measure would, I fear, be impracticable in the present state of public opinion. The
great mortality usually resulting from small-pox and measles in Madras is due largely
to over-crowding and filth, and till these unfavorable conditions are removed, such
outbreaks will always display exceptional virulence, especially as regards children and

young people.

OrpER—dated 14th June 1889, No. 519, Public.
Communicated to the Municipal Commissioners of Madras,

(True Extfact.) .

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secrelury.

To the President, Municipal Commissicn, Madras,
through the Local and Municipal Department.
» BSurgeon-General with the Government of Madras.
Sanitary Commissioner for Madras,

”

Exd. A. Raitt,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

REap—the following papers : —
From the President of the Medical Board, Madras, dated ¢ng April 1889,

ABFTRACT.~—Forwarding statements of deaths from Principal diseases f k end;
March 1889, showing that there were [54 from fevers, which include 65 frmgrm\:g:lesndmg <oth

——

No. 49-0.
MExoRANDUN,

Forwarded to the Chief Secretary to Government, Public Department.

2. As 665 deaths are a very large wortality in o week from meagles ip this
country, I have asked the President of the Mumoipality to let me know the quarters
of the city in which the disease is prevailing, so that Special inquiries may be made as
to the nature of the ailment and whether or not mistakes haye not been made in
registration.

OoTacanuxp, (Signed) G. BIDIE, M.B., C.LE.,
12th April 1889, Surgeon- Generqy with the Gout. of Madras.

—

From G. BIDIE,hEs%,h MéBé C.LE., SgrggomGeneraI with the Government of
Madras, to the Chie ecretary to Governmept dated Qot
May 1889, No. 193-0. ’ otacamund, 21st

In compliance with reference on C. No, 1158, of 18th April 1889, I have
the honor to submit the following remarks on the Prevalence of meggleg in the city of
Madras. The information has been got from the Distriet Surgeons : —

1st District.—Since the 1st Janudry, there have been but eight admissiong into
hospital for measles, and all recovered. A house-to-houge Visitation wag made by
Dr. Cook, and he found that the disease iy Very prevalent in the district, ag many ag
seven children in one house being down with it The epidemic is chiefly prevalent
and fatal amongst the poor classes in crowded, dirty localitieg, From letters Teceived
from the heads of all the schools and colleges in the district, meaglog does not
appear to be common amongst  well-to-do-people, g comparatively few of the
children attending these institutions were attacked and there Were no deaths reporteq
amongst school-children. The deaths have been due, not to the primary disease, bhut
to such sequelee as pneumonia and diarrhea, brought on by exposure to chills anq by
Insanitary surroundings. In the period from the 23rd March to the 19th April, there
were 171 deaths recorded in this district, of which 6 were amongst Brahmins, 113
amongst other Hindus, 16 amongst Muhgmmadans, 30 amongst Pariahs, 4 amongst
Native Christians, and 2 amongst East Indians.

2nd District.—The disease was less prevalent in this district, and the total num-
ber of fatal cases reported between the end of J anuary and end of April amounteq to
62. All the schools and colleges, as well as the two cotton mills and the Gun Carriage
Factory in the district, were quite free from measles. The mortality occurred chiefly
amongst the poor. ,
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1. Whether the disease shows a tendeney to increase or diminish ; \

How far this may be atiributed to seasonal variations or other
Catses ;

Whether the disease is confined to any particular quarter of the
town or to any particular class of the populution, and whether
these arve i any direet local connection with the shipping and port ;

4. Whether the discase shows general epidemic tendency to attack all

classes alike.
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The Medical Board is of opinion that cholera was
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This opinion is based on the following grouids :—
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