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31sr May 1889, No. 469, Pysuc.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

!

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
- 'From the Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Natal, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Madras, dated Tth March 1889, No. 416. :

In continuation of my letter of the 18th of February 1889, I have the honor, by
: g Y ' direction of Governor Sir A. E. Havelock,

28th February 1889. ' to transmit to you a copy of a further
report by Dr. Ingram on the outbreak of

cholera on board the barque # Quathlamba.”’

\d - N
- ENCLOSURE.

From E. AFORT‘ESCUE INGRAM, M r.c.8.%, late Surgeon-Superintendent, “ Quathlamba,”
to the Protector of Immigrants, dated Newcastle, 28th Febryary 18893,

With reference to the jssue of  diseased meat”” and < shark > on board the “ Quathlamba

I beg to report that—
(1) It was at the coolies own urgent {equest that I allowed part of the shark to be cooked.
(2) Eating shark could not possibly give rise to True dstatic cholera ; eating too much might
undoubtedly- eanse some gastric disturbance, but #o¢ cholera.
© ... (8) Itis a common article of diet amongst them.

N - With reference to the sheep I have to report that— i
"~ . (1)’ That Thave had exactly the same experience with the sheep on other voyages and no harm
: has arisen from consumption -of the meat whether the animal was actually just dead or whether
' his throat wds cut just previously. The animals first have running at the nostrils and then go

entirely off their feed and, if not killed, gradually die. .

- previous to embarkation, :
(2) Had the outbreak been due to either of alleged causes, they would all have been sick at

the same time, very shortly after partaking of the food. ‘
_ (3) It cholera could be generated by eating bad mest, Kaffirs
peared from South Afriea. ‘ .

(4) We eat part of the same meat ourselves without any ill offects.

(5) The sheep died ftom sheer inanition and not from any acute disease.

Tn conclusion, 1 would point out that the opinions of a lot of ignorant and superstitious

coolies are worthless. I don’t think any one would doubt but that, if I had given a dose of sulphur
- and treacle all round just previous to the outbreak, they would have attributed the disease to the
- medicine the Doctor gave them. : :
A lascar, one of the- first to die, never touched either of the shove-named articles of diet.
. Neither  sheep” nor ¢ shark ” had anything to do with it.

would long since have disap-

N

Onpei—dyted. 315t May 1889, No. 469, Publio.
' - \_‘\Q:\ : - Recorded."
‘ (True Extraet.)

-
Sk

' _ Ass t"Secy {0 Govt.
To thé Protector of Emigrants. T . L
Sanitary Commissioner for Madras. e _ S

Exd. W. H. French,
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I have suggested that sheep for shipment should be penued and hand-fed for some timel
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