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No. 126 (Emigration), dated Paramaribo, the 8th December 1588,

From—W. Wynouawm, Bsq., Britisk Consul, Cayenne and Surinan,
To—Tlhe Secretary to the Government of India, REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL Dupr.

I Have the hgnour to forward, enclosed herewith, copy of a report on Immigration to
French Guiana, forwarded by me this day to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs.

This report could not be made out earlier, as the yellow fever prevailed :1t' Cayenne ; and
when I was able to go to that Colony, I found the immigration registers required a complete
overhauling. ‘

Report on Immigration for French Quiana, prepared up lo the 23rd November 1885, by Consul
Wyndham,

Tax figures in this report will be found to be different from all the reports previously

received from French Guiuna, for this reason, that for years

General Remarks. .. . ) . .
the administratiod of the Immigration Department at

‘Cayenne bas been in the hands of an employé of the Departinent of the Interior, an old gentle-

man who, although very willing and obliging, was not physically able to look after the i‘mmi-
grants, and consequently the books were kept up in the office from such official information as
reached it ; beyond this, the immigration of free Indian labourers from other Colonies, and the
emigration of Indians, whose contracts in Cayenne had expired, was not in any way controlled,

“and consequently day by day the registers kept of immigrants became more and more value-

less, and immigrants were shewn as present who years before had emigrated, and totals
given of immigrants in the Colony which were totally fictitious, as no record was kept of
locoming free immigrants. During my late visit to Cayeune I found this out, and Mr.

Larenzac, the lately appointed Protector of Immigrants, informed me it would be necessary to

make a fresh start, revise the registers, collect information from chiefs of districts and.th.e
police, as to the immigrants in their several charges, and to make out fresh registers, and _lt 18
from this revision thut the present figures are tuken. I have also a copy of the new register
preparing for this Consulate, and as quarterly reports of all changes are to be made to me, I
hope that for the future the immigration statisties will be on a proper footing and be accu-
rately rendered. .
Owing to the stoppage of immigration o French Guiana there are only '66 lmmlgmut;
‘ in the Colony who have not completed their contracts; o

Indentured Immigrants,
° these 54 are men and 12 women who are employed as

below :— 7
ExrrozMENT, Men. Women. TotaL.
Agn'mltu{e . . . . . . . 50 11 ‘ 61
Domeatic BerVioe * . . . . . e see sor
Workshops . e . . . . 1 3 1
Gold-digging . . . . . . ] ' 3 i 4
TorarL . . 51 12 66

I‘j’i”consequenee of my late negotiations with the Government of Cayenne, the four employed
in the gold fields have been withdrawn, and are to be placed at the disposition of the Protector
of Immigrants for employment as agricultural labourers.

Of this class there are still 2,625 in the Colony ; of these 1,718 are men, and 907 women.
1t is almost impossible to give a detailed account of the
employment of these people, many of whom h:_we been from
15 to 20 years in the Colony, and several are free immigrants ‘from other Colonies who have
been attracted to the Colony by the gold fields, in which immigrants were formerly allowed to
obtain work. It may safely be estimated that at least 80 per cent. are employed at the placers,
and the remaining fifth are settled as agricultural labourers, domestic servants, and small shop-
keepers,

. Unindentured and free Iwvmigrants,
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Among those counted as employed in the
of gold placers, some of them very rich mes,
placers in shares and are doing well,

The general health of the immigrants jg very satisfactory, in spite of the bad-repute of

the minirg distriets ag places £ull of fever, and I am very
Much iudined to think that the statistics now forwarded
disprove the reports that have reached me, and before me my predecessors i this Consulate, of

the terrible sufferings of the Indian immigrants in the gold fields
abuses in the mines; and also w

gold fields, I may mention that 89 are proprietors -
and allin good circumstances ; others are working -

Health of Immigrants,

- There are doubtless many
here the placers are situated, far in the interior and far away -
from regular supervision, there may be cases of ill-treatment gng neglect, but the Indians know

these things better than the Consul, and tike good care not to engage with owners who havé-

a bad reputation for thejy treatment of their workmen ; and as labourers are scarce, I think'" -

Placer owners find it to their own advantage to keep on good terms with their labourers. ’

The following are the statisties of admission to hospital among the immigrants _foi' the
Years 1386 and 1887 : : N

- e
B ~ :;:the expense of | A ih 1 E s
Years, . emplux;eer. Gosai;m‘z o
1886 . .. . . N 73 144
887 . . . . . . . . . . 33 97 :
GRaNp Tirar . 108 241 ‘347

~ The deaths numbered in all 50 in the two year.s, and the cause
table :— ’

.

8 are given in the following

Naturs of slokness,

Insanity . . . . . . '
Bronchitis . . . . N .
Bronohitis, chronic . . . . o
Anzmis . . . . o e

Dropsyy . . . . . . .

Anasarca v . . . ©
Diarrhea . . . . . . .

Dysentery " . . . - . . .
Fovers . . . . ¢ . o .

General Debility . .

Sporadic Cholera . . . .

Heart Complaints . . . . . . .
Poeomonia . . . . . . .
Phthisis . . . . . . . 2
Gangrene . . . . N . e
Tetanus e e o 2 | . '
Torar . - 34 18
The number of admissions to hospital - 2y | 130
. The proportion of deathy to adumissions , . . . 156" L1287,
——

- ' T
In addition to these desths thera wero in the Colony, in the year 1886, 23 deaths, and in
1887, 39 deaths, amo g the Indian immigrants, making a percentage of deaths as follows : in
1888 there were inf&ll 8,180 immigrants in Cayenue, and the deaths amounted to 57 o .
nearly 1'8 per cent., Aud in 1887 the number of immigrants known to be in the Colony wi“*"

3

- have occurred outside of the regular colonial possession of Cayenne, thaF is tq say, fthe dlspfuzlci
territory where hundreds of Indians went to work, and as no laws existed in that part o
country, nothirig is known of what passes there.

La{)our of :his kind has been prohibited by Articles 19 and 20 of the law of June 13th

1887, which wae communicated by me to the Foreign Office
Labour at; the gold placers. .
»

in my despatch No. &1 of October 23rd 1888 5 but the execu-
tion of the law is temporarily suspended as regards immigrants now in the Colony, Pe[.ldlflg a
reply to my despateh ; in the meantime no fresh engagements fox: golq ﬁelfl labour is sanc-
o tioned, and no permission to work gold placers are given to Indian immigrants, existing
; - rights, already acquired, alone being left untouched, :

Employment of contracted Immi. The few immigrants now remaining under contract are
. ’ employed as follows ;e '

s

é e s Looality, Di“‘:::;f’“‘" Agrieulture, bomeatie. ’ Industry. | Placers, | Torax.

S S ———— | U S
E ' , ‘ﬁ;me ) . . . . . .. 32 . 1 e 33
55«“’3‘?:: T . . -4 4 kilom, 1 e vor 1
'Monhuu-f . . . v 13, - 4 . ) 4
Roura . ",4‘ * * * * ¢ b 40 ) ’ e vos e 4 4
Maroni . . . 280 23 . o 23

' 5

Kourou . . . . . . 2, 1 1
Torar . 61 1 | 4 66

The distances given in the above table are from the town of Cayenne.

: 'he provisi ' : ick immi ag |
Hospital Trestment, The provisions made for the care of sick 1mm}g'rant9 are

follows ;. —
Those employed on the islang of Cayenne are treated gt the Hospital of Camp St. Deni.s;
those employed at Maroni, in al] %3, are on the same estate ¢ Ilet-Portal,” and are treated in
the estate hospital. v ]
For the future by the new law,  Article 1777 of 13th June 1887, every estate en.xploymg
20 and ovet that number of immigrants is required to have a properly-established hospital. )
There have been 20 cenvoys of immigrants to French Guiana between 1856 and 1877, in
. ' all 8,418 immigrants have arrived there, Of these only 518
have renounced their right to a return-passage, or 65 per
R . cent. Up to the present time only those w_ho have become
of-land or houses in Cayenne have been granted compensation in lieu of passage on
Tenouneing their right thereto, _ )
* Wages, The average rate of wages earned is as follows, exclusive
N of clothing sﬁpplied S ‘

’ Caneehnmto( agreement for return.

Dougsmio. IxpUsSTRY. Flacers,
N - -

- Women, Moen. Women, T Men. |  Women,

A - ‘ o e
% B ® . % ﬁ‘ o L
2 126t M| 0168 1261025 | 840168 | 19.6t035 | 8410168 | 34 o5 |13to21
‘ per month. per month. | per nimth, | per month, | per month. | per month. | per day. per day.

"Ar"ﬁole 29 of the Law of 13th June 1887 fixes a minimum of wages under which no (mguggmonts _oan be

m

The above is, however, tfxe regulation rate, and there are very .fcw imipigrants -v;vlmv~ do
not astually earn higher wages, which arises from the natural competition whero labot:t"x::;s W
»30&]0‘; - o ., - . ' | X ‘,»;:' -
. Whuore are, a5 has been said, 2,625 free immigrants left in the Colony.. Of »t;hos:h o:: ';%3
Mm‘pmg“' have given up their right to a roturn-pasgage, so that 2,

ststed in my despateh to Foreign Office above quoted.

remain to be retarned ; & number of them are to be repatriatefl .

| - i deaths that 4
8,086, of whom 55 died, or about 1'8 per cent. ; these, however, do-nof include the deaths t Ve

i
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