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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
G.0., dated 15th Macch 1888, No. 26, Legislative,
Read—again the following papers :-.
G.0., dated 15th April 1887, No. 543, Public,
» 1t June 1887, Nos. 23, 23-4, Legislative. - »

»

Read—also the following paper :—

From W. M. YOUNG, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Indié,
Home Department (Public), to the Chjef Secretary to the Government of
Madras, dated Calcutta, 23rd February 1888, No. 479,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 23, dated the 1st June
1887, forwarding for the conSIderathn of the Government of India a Bill to provide
for the better administration of Hindy religious and charitable institutions in the
Madras Presidency, and asking for the sanction of His Excellency the Governor-
Greneral in Council to introduce the Bil] into the Legislative ~ 1eil,

2. In reply, I am to say that, aftez a careful congjge, £ the provisions ip
the draft Bill submitted, the Governor-General in Council ,» of opinion that the
measure, as at present drafted, is too wide in its application, If, however, legislation
is essential for the due protection of Hindu endowments in the Madras Presidency,

His Excellency in Council will have no objection to the introduction of g measure of
more limited scope and more in harmony with the Poliey of Act XX of 1863, "

3. Such a modified measure might provide for the revival of managing com-
mittees (which it is understood have almost become extinet in Madras). Sych com-
mittees need not, in the opinion of the Government of India, be district committees,
but might be so constituted that each should represent an uniform clagg of institutiong
in a district. The Bill might set forth fully the powers conferred and dutieg imposed
under the old Regulations which are transferred by Act XX 0f~1863 to committees, and
might impose upon committees the duty of instituting suits for misfeasance on the
part of trustees, and might empower the Courts to charge costs in the first instance to
the institution concerned subject to the previso that the Court should have power to

order otherwise in any case in which a suit turns out to be vexatious,

4. A Bill of the nature just suggested would be in keeping with the accepted
policy of Government in this matter, and would, it scems probable to the Governop.
General in Council, go far to meet the requirements of the Madras Presidency. I am
to request that, should the Governor in Counecil coveur in these views, the Bil] proposed
may in due course be submitted for the consideration of the Government of Tndia,
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