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Traffic in Human Beings,

Passing orders in review of certain Papers.
received on the subject of — said to exist between .
the eontinent of Indis and the Tenasserim const,
and forwarding copies thereof to the Gove

mment
of India and to the Chief Commissioner in Burma,
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» GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEFARTMENT.

Reap —agsin the followixig papers i —
e Letter, dated 16th October 1885, Mis. No. 2447, Public. »
G.0., ’ 29th 1 ” ” 2506, ”» -

—rn

G.0., dated 10th December 1885, Mis. No. 2878, Public,

ApsTrACT.—Requesting the British Consulas Agent, Pondicherry, to take no further action
in the matter of traffic in human flesh, and directing the Collector of South Arcot to furnish any
available information. . =

et

G.0., dated 10th December 1885, Mis. No. 2891, Public.

Read—the following letter from H. THIBKELL WHITE, Esq., C.8,, Officiating
. Junior Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, British Burma, to the Chief
Becretary to the Government of Madras, dated Rangoon, 12th November

1885, Mis. No. 292—171-N:— ~

In reply to your letter, Mis. No. 2447, dated the 16th ultimo, I am directed to
say-that the vessel referred to in the newspaper extract which you enclose (herewith
returned) was a native barque called the Shagool Hamed. Her master’s name is
Modbar, and she arrived in Moulmein on the 15th September.

9. The matter of the alleged traffic in human flesh attracted the attentionr of the
Chief Commissioner when the subject was-first montioned in the local newspapers.
Careful inquiry is being made, and steps are being taken to test the accuracy of the
statements made on the subject and to prosecute any wrong-doers. The results of the
action taken will be communicated to you in due course.

——— ———

Order—dated 10th December 1885, Mis. No- 2891, Public.

Recorded.
. (True Estract.) .
(Signed) ~ W. WILSON,
Acting Chief Secretary.

| G.0., dated 19th December 1885, Mis. No. 2961, Publie.

Read—the follov&ing letter from the Hon. B. W. BARLOW, Protector of Emigrants
Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 1st Deg(::lbe;
18856, No. 578 :— :

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Under Secretary’s official
memorandum, dated 30th November 1885, No. 2029, requesting me to send an early
reply to G.0., dated 29th Ootober 1885, No. 2506, Public, and beg to state that as m
¢ attention ” only was ordered in the same, I did not understand that a report Waz
expected, but now beg to submit what I have done for the information of Government.

9. Native passengers proceed from this port to British Burma by the British
Indian steamers, and, so far as my inquiries have reached at present, I see no reason

to suspect that any traffic in human flesh, similar to that brought to noti
Mr. Armstrong, is carried on from here. ’ g 1ce by a

8. I, however, on the receipt of the Government order, at once tele
Moulmein where the Tenasserim News is published, and obtained the 53{:11;::;1 f)(;
Mr, Armstrong and wrote him a letter, copy of which I enclose for information, asking
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for turther particulars, and on reoeipt of his reply, I shall, if nocessary, make further

inquiries and submit

Order—dated 19th December 1885, Mis No. 2061, Public.

&

:

the result to Govemment in due course.

b

Becorded, pending further report.
(True Extract.)

iRo the Protector of Emigrants, Madras,

ottty

. ... From Li.eutenaanolonel B. FISCﬁEB, M

«  + tothe Ch
¢ No.1708,

1 have the honor to acknowledge the

20th of last Oetober (which reached this offico
an extract from the

(Signed) W, WILSON,
Acting Chief Secrelary. -

.8.C., British Consular Agent, Kariksl,

ief Becretary to Government, duted Karikal, 1st December 1885,

receipt of G.0., No. 2608, Public, of the

about three weuks ago), t - with

lcutta Statesman, and Friend of India regarding 93“1"‘5"

- 10 buman flesh ” whigh is said to obtain between this coast and the Tenassorm coast.
2 8 1 have heen at very great p&ins since

Mr, Armatrong’s allegy

the inquiries.

mke place, It

though this ia the firet t; id wapaper:
he.t became W:Ilmm:iﬂtlhzh;:mo some - years ‘ago® whea -laboring * ¥ a

missionary to

the Telugus in their own tountry

then to find out how far the Rev.

H . * . mm
tions wete based on faet; and I am inclined to believe, f
1 have thus instituted, that ‘.somothh;g Jike what he describes really (tll:ea:
would appear, however, from what Mr. Armetrong himself says,

eman ' has - written ‘to the n s
9 and.] s positively assured da the

y -

. 4 . o vo ' from
suthority of an experienced old French official here,-who has' recénily’ come ko
Yanaon, that the ]:anner ino whic‘l:&.' this. iniquitons ‘traffio” i earried t:? bi:thﬁil:
countay in which Mr. Armstrong haa s long lived: aod Iahored is far grea

extent and in notoriety then anything heJaes; even

heatd of elsewhere. The Telugu

i i i in this business, than
women are much of view of: those engaged in ¥ 1 y ¢
the Tapil wo;enﬁetrﬂeﬁ;':t‘.}t)b:&o?t are consoquently far more in request. | ‘

3. With

regard to, Karikal—whioli is the

his eXparience, thinks it expedient to neme—it

the ata . . “ sust come in from Kurikal bringio "'
e g o T b R eves 3 good. e to b desied on the wcbto of

-m o' .« L8 (Y} % .
aracy ; and that the prediction that t;?eo:;mo of which Mr. Armstrong ddes not

. ,b 'm b 1 H rt " )
‘*: '—§ by ﬁ"&mﬁ:ﬁttﬂtze?:’fe?wmk& » does not apply to Karikal. The passengeér

on which fhe

men and Women registered

both m
Women

 Yegistered themael
& It will be.

| than 87 were

there wag 1ot the very slightest
. &ocount, and. not sa proeu

. Port officer ut Moulmein repo
in my office for cach vesse
o0 and women, who also embarked on.

- Grant dewnwards, who
- saying (at neasly wty

and Moulmein ooly

this passenger trade ; the d

actoglly landed ot Moulmein; un

ves aa passengers in my office.. o nd i
obeerved that out of 3 total of 93 women who thus went ove, B0 27 . 4

ly port Mr. Armstrong, in spite of
(i,:, ;oxaps, nocessary to Eo,int out that
1

than a score of ship-loads-of hifinam

takes place in tho months of Au and

drawn up & statement (which I

' l_‘have, from the records of my offico, during the
X Sbuy '+ “vessels : that were engaged during
the names of the $1% "SC b they left Karikal ; the dates

i i ' of
their arrival to me; the number 0!
ol the mumber of French subjecth
board each vessel ; the number of mes

d u description of all the women Whe

registerod as prostitutes ; and that they were what they said t

mm%m ‘virtue indeed; snd that

Iy

has bad any experience of emigration, will: agzeo oolohias
i, it , who leave Igdia for our -
all, if not all, the single wcg:x’l 1:"“ their country, Mm‘*, ’ -

. ‘theirown ¢
.. That they were going over, too, 0B thest 9 L
Tesses, 31‘::? w: also liyttle doubt, as their "‘”p?"m;' ,
Syom 18 fo near 40 years, though there wss obly oo womun of the IR,
W ar proportion of professionally immoral women is cxcessive, arfow
fm“ tungy; bug T think thet every officiul, from Dootus SR .

with me:
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‘1b; Besides the women thus registered in' my offine, it will be observed (fr

om the

accompanying statement) that there were als¢ 30 women who were allowed to embark,
.and who had been granted passports, as ¢ French subjects” ; but who or what they
actually were no one here could tell me: for, a8 our law has declared the passenger
traffic to British Bug to be ‘‘ free,” the Frénch Administration has, naturally, fol-

lowed our example.

have, however, disc,ovgred, within the last few days, that one,

at any rate, of these ¥o-called French subjeds. was in_ reality a British subject ; that
she was a young girl of about 12, a nativeof a villige near Trgpquebar, ‘who had,,

while she wds living with her ‘grandmother at Karikal, been enticed ou board th
~ 4  Sultan Secunder by a native toul of this settlement, and sold, on her arrival, at Moul-

mein, for 56 rupees to a man of the same ca#te as herself. The father of th

o

s girl

happened to be at Moulmein at the time; and, thanks tothe telegraphio communi-
cation between the two coasts, heard of her g.ibductwn, discovered her whereabouts at
Moulmein, and was eventually able to bring thetout, or pimp, whe took her over, to justice, -
6. Concurrent inquiries led to the further discovery that, although the passenéers
who sailed for Manlmein positively declared themselyes to be ¢ free,” they were all
with the exception of the passengers who wint ever in the Abdul (uder Hamid Bux:

recruited by certain well-known touts.from ‘his settlement and the Tanjore 4
who paid for their board, lodging, and passige, and, on arrival at Moulmein,
them over, ‘like so many eattle,” as Mr. krmstrong would say, to any on

istrict,
made
¢ who *

wanted their services and was able to refund, with interest, the money that had '

already been invested in this speculation. Tie men who were thus engaged

in this -

¢ traffic in human flesh” were, iu the case of the Roseneath, a French subject of this
settlcment called Vencatachellum ; in the caseof the Suliun Secunder thres more French’

subjects called respectively Vythelingum, Yapoo and Madarsa; in the cage

of the!

Bultany, two British subjects— K mrsawmy Pilay of Sunnamungalum and Ramasawmy !
Naiok of Negapatam ; in the case of the Sadua, another British subject called Cadersy
* Rowter of Negapatum'; and in the case of th: Sagrol Homid, a fourth British subject.

called Cadersah Lubbay of Suvaneapoorom in the Nannilam taluk,

7. Before calling upon the French authcrities to interfere in & system which has,

as 8ir Stuart Bayley recently declared, whin speaking on a coguate subject,' “the
logio of facts in its side,” it would, perhaps, de as well to inquire, first, how for the
« free !’ passenger traffic that obtains in our ywn ports admits of anything like what
I have now alluded to. Karikal is but a smull part of all India, aud the passenger
traffic between this port and Moulmein is ciducted on a very petty scale, and only
during two months of the year; whereas, tnless I am much misinformed, the scale
on which people migrate to Burma from Negipatam, Cocanada and other ’Bntlsh ports -

is very great indecd. - : .
,gﬁl‘here is no doubt whatever that this so-called free passenger trafic both 1o
British Burma and to the Straits Settlements affords convenient cover to many most |
shameful iniquities ; and ip will be recollecteé that about two years ago I bropght to!
, the notice of Government some very painful cases of abdgctnon- of young -girls fyp !
-immoral purposes that came under my notice when I was in the Btraits Bettlemen gl

But what is the percentage of such cases, or vhat are their ultimate results, no
unless it is, porhaps, Mr. Armstrong—knows,or, as far as I am aware, can even
Mr. Armstrong declares that * the unnameabk effects of this iniquitons traffio

nativ'es. of Tndia in this province are pafent to évery one acquainted with t}ze peo ;
and it.is most. desirable, since he seems to kiow so much about the subject, that he |

- &3, should be called upon to furnish the proofs towhich he ouly alludes. {Such sta
if ‘capable of being authenticated, would, perhips, furnish the clue that certainl
now to be wanting as to the proper treatmentof a most difficult problem.

9.\We have all—in.docti doetigus—writtrn 8'good deal on this subject of

one-¥< |

guess, ‘
on the |
ple”;

tistics, !

Y seems |

“ free |

emigration ”; but no attempt has been made © probe it, and the consequence is that, |

when called upon to preseribe for it, we fihd burselves very much in the posi
"Mr. Herbert Spencer’s now historical ¢ druggist’s assistant.”” There is little
that, under this ““free” system, contracts wre agein and again entered inty
bring those who are bound by them very mueh into a state of vir
we have answered Mill’s doubt as to how far the principle of free

tidn of .
doubt !
which

tual slavery; but
dom can-require a

man to be frge not to be free by abolishing the law that was intended to protect him

from himself.
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.Lodged, pending the receipt of a furthe' report from the Protector of Emigrants.
" | (Signed) ~ W. WILSON,

“26th Dacember 1885. Acting Chief Secretary.

.0, dated 26th January 1886, Mis. Yo. 169, Public

ERM- Mthé following letter from Colonel "ﬁ K. GUTHRIE, Imspector-General of

=" Police, to the Chisf Secretary to Fovernment, dated Madras, 6th January
‘ 1886, No. 83 :—- - ' : ‘

Adverting to G.0., No. 2506, dated 2th October 1885, Public Department, I
have the houor to report, for the information of Government, that from inquiries made
in the Tanjore district, it has been ascertaind that women are shipped on vessels at
Negapatam and Tranquebar for Burma and the Straits Settlements®as free passengers,
accompanied by an agent, who hands themover to certain persons at the port of

- debarkation.

. 9. The women a-e apparently mostly of oose oharacter—dancing girls, concubines
and wives who have left their husbands. :

3. They are, so far as we can judge ¥om the evidence taken, disposed of as
concubines or as laborers; some of them return in prosperous circumstances and
induce others to follow their example. :

4. Tn one instance recorded, a girl of 13 years of age was induced to disgnise '
herself and go on board ship at Karikal; tle parents, after searching for her in vain,
reported the matter to the police, who through the French authorities recovered the
girl from the steamer on the point of departure. The culprits in this ~ase were
prosecuted and sentenced to the maximum pmishment.

i

5. Women are also induced by plausille tales te £ w French settlements as
emigrants, and taught by the recruiters to moke false statements to the Emigration
Agents at Pondicherry and Karikal when qusstioned by these gentlemen. )

6. The Acting Assistant Superintenden; of Police (Mr. Hasted) reports a case at
Negapatam (amounting to an offence under sections 370 and 371 of the Penal Code)
in.which some females have been sent to Rangoon in the steamer Mudras for disposal;
he has seized a quantity of telegrams and some books, and the Superintendent has

- ordered the prosecution of this case.

7. While, police supervision may, to some extent, check malpractice in Tanjore, -

" much mors might be effected at the ports of debarkation. The great difficulty lies in
“zoertunmg how far the women are free agents ; they are induced to see a prosperous
‘future before them, and prepared to lie to any extent to reach the goal. If Govern-

ment would like to see the full reports, I shall have them printed and submitted ae:
S00m 88 possible. 3} | |

LA

| m °d 26th Jannary 1886, Mis. No. 169, Publio.
! tull
Governm: roports: refurred to at the end of paragraph 7 should be submitted to

ent, a 3 ' ) ;
graph 6. b as well as the report of the trial of the prosecution mentioned in para-

(True Extract.)

| (Signed) ~ W. WILSON,
o | Acting Chief Secretary.
To the Inspector-General of Police. |



, am directed to inform you thatin February last, prosecutions were inatitu
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| the Government of India, Reenue and Agricultural Department (Emigra-
tion), to the Secretary to theGovernment of Madras, dated Caloutta, 31st

December 1885, No. 288—4562 E:—

« The Proceedings of the Governmen of Masfms,; No. 2506, dated the 29th October -

i - 1885, recorded in the Public Departmetd, having attracted the notice of the Govern-

: ' i ; {omd i llency
. ment of India, 1 am directed to request that, with the permisson of His Excel
. the Governor in Council, the Governmeit of’ India may be|mformed hereafter if any |

. information is received from the Protectsr of Emigrantay, , the Britlik Cepaular
| Agents at Pondicherry and Karikal, or fae Inspoctor-General of Police, x'ggut'dlll%:jgl}e
_ “traffic in human flesh ” alleged to exis between India and the Tenasserim coas)

Se—

Order—dated 9th Februsry 1886, Mis. ¥o. 280, Public.

Recorded, pending receipt of furthe information from the officers concerned.
~ 2. The Government of India will utimately be gddresned.

(Trus Extract.)
(Bigned)

o~

W. WILS@N, "
Acting Chief Secrétafyf 3
{ — ey

G.0., dated 17th May 1888, Mis. Jo. 1008, Publie. -

. vl &

“to following letter from Colorel T. K. GUTHRIE, I#
“tn the“Chicf Seoretay. to Government,

.;- R, ‘ e sy

op r-aene‘i‘hl Of

T

s c T m;.{;ﬁ‘ s 66
i | Depdstiienty dated 20th J’anmu% 1888; Mis.
- With ... £9. ru'bhc ,Wﬂty dated 1<
No. 169, T have the o mﬁ,’rward 7t copiem of the full reports on trafic in humen

' jon ‘wi i tien on the subject
flesh. The result of the prosecution ‘Wil be reported when lﬁfmﬂ 1
is received from the Supegintendent of Pplice, Who has been dn‘?"“d_{? report dge@ﬂy
the trial is over, ' , B , ,.
— |

2 s "
Order—dated 17th May 1886, Mis, No. 1008, Public. . ., . -
T " . The result of the prosecution }r.eferred to will be "‘i?d'

o . (Troo Extract.) WEBSTER
: igned E. F. WEBST -
(Signed) Chief Becretary.
To the hWr-Generd of Police. -

6.0., dated 17th May 1886, Mis. No. 1009, ,Public.c . Offuitins Socretary 8
. _SYMES, Esq., C.B. clating Secretfsy
Read——thet;:llg!zfg éem::i%l:erE;ngritish B’urma,’ Gem;ral Department (Misoel-
laneous;, to tl(:e Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Rangoot
21st April 1886, No. 507-62-N :— ‘

L Ee‘o., dated 9th Febmq,ts'ss, Ms. No. 280, Publie. L
 Read=the following letter from C. 8. BAYLEY, Esq., C.8., Under Secrctary fo

‘W

s,

¥
vi 1.
In continuation of this office letter, No. 9292-.171 N, dated 12th Novembeér 1883,

ted in Moul-
. : ' ernt
mein against two men who were accused of baving sold and bought :":;](:,Zvrz o:;g:itte
brought in a native vessel from Karikal to Moulmein. Th_e .ccl}: ¢ beén gold was 8
Beeause it was found impossible to prove that the women said to have .

s4s in: arti
minor., Under inst}-uc{iom, issued to the authorities at Mﬂﬂn) vessels

g

A
e e,

e v

 traffic are brought to light.

s

i \
© 12rm Jorr 1886, Nos.fz_guﬁ, Posc. ;
Rasaer pamatee s RN S “‘
“from the Madras coast are immediately boarded by an European police officer, whose

duty it is to see that Bo persons are detaingq on board against their will and te
fmxx{ediately report to the magistrate any suspicious cases.

" 9. A further communication will be "T‘d" to you, if any cases of the allegad

[ ..‘:“.\;’5 T . .
Ovderindated 17th May 1886, Mis. No. 1008, Publie.

‘ Recorde;@,
* (True Extraet.)

.(Signed)  E. F. WEBSTER,

Chief Secrelary.

——

From Colonel T. K. GUTHRIE, Inspéctor-Gemeral of Police, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 4th June 1886, No. 2787.

In continuation of my letter of 9th Aprii 1886, No. 1845, and Proceedings of the
Public Department, dated 17th May 1886, Mis. No. 1008, I have the houor to report

that, on further investigation being made regarding traffic in human flesh, no case for
prosecution could be made out. :

. 9. Letter from the Assistant Superintendent of Police, Tanjore, No, 46, dated
19th May 1886, on the subject, is herewith forwarded for information.

———

G.0., dated 9th June 1886, Mis. No. 1197, Public.

" Read—the following letter from T. M. HORSFALL, Esq., Acting Joint Magistrate
'~ in charge, South Arcot, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Cudda-

lore, 13th May 1886, No. 49 :—
T have the honor to report, with reference to G.0., Public, dated 10th December
1885, Mis. No. 2878, enclosing G.0., Public, No. 2506, dated 29th October 1885. _

2. I received copy of these orders only on the 10th instant, and have been able
to make only one or two inquiries, in order not to defer still more a report long overdue

-and now probably of very little, if any, value.

3. Tt is, of course, a fact that women leave Southern India for Burma an® the
Straits Settlements for the purpose of prostitution. It is also a faet that of them, a’
great many go knowingly and willingly for that purpose. It is very difficult to say
how many are enticed away and, so to speak, sold as slaves for prostitution.y I have .
little experience of this district, but the ports of this district do not in any case export

: g‘:g&mnts in any appreciable number. Only 63 women left Porto Novo for the Straits

Pl‘&&??:l?:a in 1885s.and up to date in 1886, only 23. The Su_perintemlent at that
Wﬁmeﬁ " me that since Colonel Fischer’s visit, he has been specially carcful to warn
leave this :;timm.der what they were about, before allowing them to embark. No ships -
ol strict for the Tenasserim ports.

’Negap’agam, ;::il ;:)me experience in emigration and kindred matters when I was io
but were very i‘iré'ei °<I’ﬂ“1118!0n T came to was that cases of real abduction happened,
would probably resent ¢ must be remembered that emigrants go in great crowds and
emigrants is low, anq : ":-g %l‘oss deccit or ill-usage. The morality of the class of cooly
gide, They aro a Probably many of the wamen sell themselves readily at the other

care,,. dopta at decepti(m and their cases should be examined with great

-nursi willing) to the Straits Scttlements, now that the
colonies. The Penilngg?l‘: i‘mga: ‘:’ ete?l fPracti‘gally abandoned with re,gard to thosei
both on this aud the other side of tﬁecw::e,? 9%03 secem to me to be the only safeguards

1



aa e T

% that something like what Mr.

.y
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6. 1 have no doubt that Colonel FJaher has furnished G?vemment with val?gbla
information on this subject. \ |

m—

Order—dated, 9th June 1886, Mis. No. 1197, Publio. | o
Recorded, pendiﬁg farther report from the Inspector-General of Police. :

(Tras Bxtract.) - 4
‘ | ined)  B. F. WEBSTER
.. (Signed) - " Ghief Secr,ctary.

{ Orva—dated 12th July 186, No. 1468, Public

| okion of this Government was drawn to a letter from p

Mr. ,I;u?gmgzr :gm:%m;&%n News of Moulmein, quoted in full }’th:l(;:

Statesman and’Frimd' of India in its ssue of the 8th 1dem..d This 'c:'m:neﬁ ;.ho

contained allegations in regard to a raffio in human beings sald fo exis unt of the~

continent of India and the Tenasserim ooast. Mr. Armstrong gave :3 accf agsens
arrival of a native ship from Karikal yitb * more than two hundr }(:00 l?mgn gold
gers,” most of whom were found by hisi, on personal investigation, tgf o sls laden
within a few hours of the arrival of the vessel. More than a score ve;se sweekts
with the same human freight were, hé isserted, expeoted within the next oy fow

Mr. Armstrong stated that he had first beoom: ‘oquainted with this trafflo sﬁ:;;e this

years ago” wWhen working as 8 Wissibnary in the Teluga oountry, mai tle ]

” quaintance had become more intimate'since his arrival in Tenasserim. sla: v of the
e trade as bad enough in the me"d,ff;'!ﬁ"“’ but in that of Women s et
vorst kind.” o : Ly 1asi
- L _ gt -on of the Chief Commissioner of

2. The Government thiereupon dréw the sttention adras riti
Burma, as well as of the %r teeliuul‘ ‘of Emigrants ab Modras, the British Conavier

A L .Genetal of Police, and the Collector
‘Agents at Pondicherry and Karikal, thé,Tnspector-Genetal of ad the Oc
ofggutﬁ A:::tlc:‘o‘ e:x;d”m- %nd;l WP:;tantml asgertions. ,Thelr replies are
contained in the pa.p,exs read above. .

3. The Chief Commissioner of Bima stated that the vessel referred to by Mr.

. . alleged existence of a traffie
Armstrong was the S Hamed trom Karikal ; that the alleg Y ;
- in h“m-a:gﬁesh atm o;” attention ﬁl}gn }:he subject was first noticed in the news»

papgs; and that a careful inquiry \gag‘.;nstxtutpd alfld t;teps take.x(l1 to t@t the aoou{:l:yf
of the statements made in view to the prosecution of 1o wm;lis mwero Tinh:tiltn“ M“ in
this action was communicated in his segond letter. Proseoutions }

Moulmein agajnst two men accused of having sold and bought s minor who had been

brought to that port in a native vessel from ‘kal. They were acquitted because it

i i :4 to have been sold was a minor ; but
was found impossible to prove that ,the woman said ot \moin. ¥
it was added {’1‘1)::, underp instructions igsued to the authorities at Moulmein, essels

arriving there from the Madras coast were now boarded imml;o;haatgy on amv:l]l by sa
European police officer, whose duty it 18 to sc@ that no persou

against their will, and to at onoe report, . : \ ‘that there
4. From inquises mado by the Prtotar of Emigrat 1 10 (IR B
is no reason to suspect the existence ofsny such 4 b, Mr. Barlow procured from
view, however, to plage the matter hopond all Goubls % COTE B Ll ien on
Moulmein the address of Mr. Armstrong sud apphth t::t.hl.'Ianu last, but received 1o
the subject on the 14th November, and.again on tne ary ! RIS
reply to either communication. . & inqat
B The Conmalar Agent ut Karikal is « inclined to believe,” after caret-l inguiryy

i £ Mr. Jamstrong’s assertions, The native passengers
2;?:;‘&% &mmm.&m :mfhemzm ‘have consisted of 161 men and 32 women,

: \ . o bandsy. 1
of 'whom 2 women were, asccompanied by their fathers, 8 by thoir hus "-1-1'

by her brother, and 4 by, theiz shilipen of various ages, making o total of

. "
L

‘any suspicious cases to the magistrate, - -

s

k

describes really does take place;” but be

'8 were.0 . . J
. husbands, and the rest by various relatives. &

. Presidency to other parts of British India is

_ Promised goal. .
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dulgWomen.  Of the remaining women ¥ 'wers professional prostitutes, and 13
professedly French subjects, in regard to whom no particulars are available. Similar

.

‘details are furnished in regard to the remeining five vessels which carried native

. Karikal to Moulmein dujing the season of 1885. From thes
ﬁav‘s:g;g::: tfl:::‘ the total number of wbm‘gn‘%érried was 123, of whom 30 Wé:
prbfeqmﬂ . .French. subjeets and 37 professwnal prostitutes, leaving 56, of whom

y ’13 women of upwards of 50 years »f age, 28 were accompanied by their
4t was found, however, that in the case
‘of five out of the six vessels referred to, incliding the Sugool Hamed, the passengers,

althongh they declared themselvesto be  fee,” were in reality reeruited by touts

A ..who paid for their board, lodging, and passaﬁ, and on arrival at Moulmein made them

jover to persons requiring their services, of payment with interest of the charges

‘incurred. Colonel Fischer points out that in thépresent state of the law there is nothing

to prevent the existence of a similar trafic beiyeen any port on the continent of India
and Burma, and thdly- in these circumstances. the danger of abduction and other
malpractices is very great. Under Madras §; V of 1866 emigration from the Madras
ulated and brought under supervisiou,
but this Act was repealed, so far as relates # Burma, by the British Burma Lal.our
Law 111 of 187¢, which has itself been sulsequently repealed by Act VII of 1883.
At the present moment, therefore, emigratiop from the Madras Presidency to Burma
is wholly unregulated. =~ ., i
6. The inquiries made iu the Tanjore dikrict under the orders of the Inspector-
General of Police seem to establish Bevond floubt the existence of a traffic of the
kind alleged. The women who embark as “free passengers ’ are, it is true, mostly
of loose character, but respectable women an(i;_zirls have also been enticed away under
false pretences, and shipped to Burma, the Stnits, or eisewhere in ignorance of their
rights and without the knowledge of their relstives.  An instance is reported in which
a Hindu girl of 13 years of age was induced to disguise herself as a Mussulmani and
embark at Karikal ; her mother and brothe‘.l_-,‘:ﬁi‘.'per Fegruhing for her in vain, reported
the matter to the police, who, through the Fn&nh authorities, sm:cf‘eded in recovering
the girl, as the stcamer was on the point Ai_"departure. Tu this case the culprits
were progecuted and scntenced to the maxifim p‘unis}}ment, but in the majority of
oases either they evade detection or else thq prosecution breaks down for want of
proof-on essential points. The opinion o‘ﬁ?"lnspeclor-(}onoral of Police is, that
while police supervision may to a great extenf'prevent such malpractices as have been
brought te light in Tanjore, much more might Be effected at the ports of debarkation,
the great difficulty on this side .of the water ¥eing to ascertain how fur the women<ure
free agents, acquainted with the consequencéds - of their actions, as they have every
inducement offered them to believe in a psperous future in the country of their
destination, and are prepared to use deceptiew to any extent in order to reach the
e B
;;”! ‘7. The Acting Collector of South Archt. states as a fact that many women

: é%y leave Bouthern India for Burma #§d tho Straits Settlements for the purpose”

"prostic on,"ana thit it-is difficult to say §o many are cnticed away under false
20 for ﬁﬁ%mwﬂly sold for the same puryoge. "¢ adds that 63 women left Porto .
tl:!or °m}“éw ity Sctilements in 1885 and 23 ap to date in 1886. Speciul care was |
Momrthb;;‘m pese <w0m¢n to consider carefully what ‘they were about to undertake
b dgmied ’,‘“,.‘gl‘;d F",embarkm-No :s¥pe left the district for the Tenasserim !
: rosl abdnctio b g b ¢ CLOr 8 persona experietios while ag N cgapatum was that cases
:nmnta ,is‘iw"%n%’h"wemd, but wers rare ithat the morality of the class of cooly
ing their destination - 'ﬁ::’:}liy;many of the wodien sell themselves readily om reach-
be B;ﬁmin@d..with.-gxé@ mey are adepts at d!‘zce[:tmn ; and that their casos should
thin;.-lﬂlse li%:er::ﬁgz%?ﬁh‘:s til;m Wmﬂldt although the real stuto of
passengers who sailed from: 'M’mi!m eii;--‘an:m“ eélsb some evidence to show that

ol

actn i sltii ; be free
were actually reoruited. At: the - same time oly decla ed themselves to} !
large propertion of the women so disposed of Wﬁ“ that the moral character of al

‘lowest description; and that in'
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. the majority of cases there is a complets understanding between themselves ard the

" agents who carry on the traffic, and that they lend themselves willingly to any

- proposal which appears to them to prmmise a prosperous future. There remain an

. undefined number of cases in which tie women are deceived in a greater or less

! degree, and are only gradually.persuaded, in ignorance of their rights, to lend them-

! selves to the designs of the persons imto whose power they have fallen. The only
* means of meeting'this evil appeers to His Excellency the Governor in Council to lie
the corpbined and watchful exertions of the police and of the emigration authorities
. on both sides of the water. The Chie! Commissioner of Burma 1s, it is observed,
. prepared to take all the necessary steps for his province. The Government rely on

. “"*a\'({ v the watchfulness of the Inspector-General of Police, the Magistrates of Coast Distriots,

* the Prot_ector of Emigrants at Madras, and the British Consular Agent at Pondicherry
and Karikal, to cope with the evil so far as this présidency is concerned.

9. With regard to cooly emigration proper, which is referred to in some of these
_ Toports, it is suggested that, in order fo prevent the abduction and embarkation of
. women and young persons of both sexes without the knowledge of their families, every
. Tecruiter producing such an emigrant for registration should be required to produce 8
. certificate in due form from the village efficers of the emigrant’s village attesting his
{ -or her identity. The untrustworthiness of the statements usually made by emigrants
" 88 to their circumstances and oconnexions is well known, and the suggestion will
| accordingly be referred for opinjon to the Protector of Emigrants, the Magistrates of

Coast Districts, and the British Consulas Agent.ﬂ o

(True Extract.)
| . Chief Secratary.
To the Inspector-General of Police. : -
» Magistrates of Coast Districts.
o » Protector of Emigrants.

»  British Consular Agent, Pondicherry bnd Karikal.

Exvorsewenr—dated 12th July 1886, No. 1453, Public.

Copy to.the Chief Commissioner of Burma for information.

" E. F. WEBSTER,
Chsef Seorelary.

i

Exvonsemenr—dated 12th July 1886, No. 2454, Publio. -

Copy to the Government of India, Bevenue and Agricultural Department, for

ilnsfgls'matinn, with reference to letter thence, No. 288—46-2-E, dated 31st December

-, E. F. WEBSTER, '
Chsef Secretary.

Exd. T. 0’Connor.
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