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Two years ago, I was led to understand by the then Curator that an open area
between the wings at the back of the Central Museum would probably be roofed in
for the Amaravati‘sculptures. I concluded from this that they would not be arranged
for some time, ~ But since then, I was surprised fo learn that they had been already
fixed,” and,—L was told by those who had geen them,—in a manner that would

- gertainly ¢ disappoint ? or ¢ vex '’ me, or ¢ which must meet my disapproval.”. These -

~ ominous hints led me o visit the' Museum the other day, when, I am soITy to say,

. they were more than realized; and I think it but right that .1 should ‘thus point out L

" %o (fovernment the irreparable damage that'has been done to one of the most valuable . . '

collections in India. , ‘ S L

9. The sculptures have not only been - fixed up ” in the most unsatisfactory
_+ Qisarrangement, but bave been embedded deep in masses of Portland cement, out of -~ = -
~ *which they can never be extracted. Thisstiong, coarse cement is laid overand hides -
avery part of the slabs except the mere soulptured surfaces, Thus the pillar slubs of
the outer rail had lenticular mortices in their edges to receive the tenons on the ends = - °
of the rail discs, and it was a matter of the utmost importance in any arrangement of = -~
* these slabs to leave these mortices visible with the tenons of the raily inserted, so that =~
it might be seen‘at a glance how this remarkeble railing was constructe : v
- the dises adjoined to the pillars, and what sputes were 1 } : ,‘
 has been, done is to set up some of the rail pillars, embed them in & cssing of cement,
- and by their sides—Dblitefar too far off for their tenons to reach the sockets—aset of =
6 disos, and fo . cover these up—even the flanges and tenons which made their =
‘and use intelligible-—in a thick, smooth wall of cement. Anything more bar.
aroly stupid is hard to conceive. . In two cases, insoriptions had been noticed on’
& corners of flanges, and holes are left in the cement, about four inches thick, going
5 thése mscriptions. "B eingﬁhighf"up, # |

B oole at first sight like ventilation hol
‘ or, a visitor may digoover that they are
of this wow, where the edge of a 1ail-
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w lotters on the stone, . At th
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a large trough across the floor—whether intended as a bath or a pitfall for those who
carry their eyes too high, is not clear. Tn its sides fragments are built which ought
" to have been placed b or 6 feet highl But enough : X have Seen many museyms, But -
4 mever one in which a vz.ml\}able collection was arranged with so little knowledge and
\ carg, nor €0 needlessly injurede by casing in @ cement that.can never be removed. = -
co 4, 'With a little plaster of Paris to repair breaks on the separate stones—chiefly
tenons and. sides.of mortices—and a very little common. sénse, directed by competent
. knewledge, vhe cdllection might haVve been displayed to great advantage and made most
~inbtructive.  This is now impossible. - I AP N Sl
5. Why was this done without consulting any one who knew about such work ¢
and could have arranged %the sculptures instructively ™ Report—uo better index,

" diplomacy to frustrate my designs of having them removed I'1”  Notwithstanding some

_haxdly believe my ears. My ‘*designs » were freely and fully communicated to
- Government 1ong sinee; and if any one is so ignorantly credulous ds to imagine: that
[ oould remove 4 single slab without the approval of His Excellency and his Council,

80 unworthy by sueh wanton and ignerant abuses of such a trust..
6. Anumber ' |
erhaps th

, some of them of interest,’ still lie abo
t inscription of Pulumiyi, by which the age of the stupa is fixed,
- All'the Government can now do seems- ’ orders

guch no interest in art or archwology, :
, after all the trouble I fook to have these marbles convéye

paragraphs I had seen a while ago in the local press to the like silly purport, T could -

“hois'to be'pitied.], If there was *“ design”’ in the ease, it seems to have been to tie :
- the hands of Government by means of Portland cement. = But at what a cost! Few
- museums have received so important a collection of sculptures ; none has shewed itself

k4

~ perhaps, of truth than smoke is of five—says, ‘it is vegarded asa masterpiece of Scotch

ut nnoared for, and '

ety,.it may be imagined how vexing it is to see them so ruined—and o
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weight of some of the sfones. I can safely say that ‘the "vprécaut‘ions adoptéd‘ were
- deemed absolutely necessary for their safety by the Architect; Colonel Morant, B.E., .
whose respeet for these valuable antiquitios was just as great as my own. S

6. As regards the remarks in paragraph 8, we were not wiaware of the different
datés of the fow fragments of the stupa, &o., placed together, but the space at owr -
command did not admit of a separate and chronological arrangement. S e T

7. And; after all, the value of the collection throughout docs not, to {#6 man of¥

" goience, depepd so much on the mode of its grouping, as on its sculptures and - inserip-- o
tions, all of which havebeen most rgligiously preserved. The stones as now arranged
constitute a very attractive and instructive collection to- 99 per cent. of tht Museum * S
visitors, and the archaological one per cent, will, it is:to be hoped, as a rule, see and
understand the difficulties we had to encounter and be grateful “that he has got so
much. It may also be mentioned that scientific*visitors from various paris of the -
world have already, not onee but often, expressed their approval of the collection as it*

- now stands, - Having thus referred to Dr, Burgess’ chief objections, it does not appear
necessary to noticerhis other remarks, except-the one in paragraph 6 that a certain . -
number of stones “ lie about uncared for.” . This is meorrect, as all are most carefully.

preserved. i R e Sl

 Orper—dated 5th June 1886, No. 1160, Public. QR TR e
i His Excelloncy the Governor in Council 48 quite satisfied ‘with the Teagong
assigned by Surgeon-Gleneral Bidie for the course whikh was adopted in ‘dealing with =
- the Amaravati seulpturess  He has read, if no wifh surprise, st least with regret, the -~
extraordinary attack which the Director-Greneral, Archwological Survey of India, has
“geen fit to make on the Madras Museum and its late Superintendent.  Dr. Burgess
holds the anomalous position of Archeeological Surveyor in a provinee which he
seldom visits, and in which his ‘interest has been chiefly manifested: by fault-finding. - .
Tt was left to the local autharities, in the abserce of the responsiblé adviser of Govern- «
 ment in such matters, to malko the best usepassible of the Amaravati remains. This
“has been done, and His Bxcellency in Council is inclined to thigk that, the wholesale =
condemnation compressed in Dr. Burgess’ letter would meet with no sympathy from -
* the archwmological dne per cent. or any other proportion of ‘ i

ol dho usoumn visitors; it
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