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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

E}'READ—the followiné"papér —

1884, No. 70. -

." I have now the honor to address Government on the question of the final disposal
rof the sculptured slabs from Amardvati which I selected in the early part of 1882 to
i be sent to Madras, : -

| 2. As is known to Government the number of these sculptures from Amardvati )

‘and Jaggayapet is very considerable, and many of them are of great beauty and -
.archeeological interest. They are carved .on slabs of amorphous limestone of a
rgreenish grey color of great specific gravity and very. brittle. Some of the larger -
‘also are carved on both sides. Voo o o :

| 3. On my' recent visit to Madras onf»the 10th and 11th.instant, Dr. Bidie
{informed me that it was his intention to haye them placed in the large room on the
Iright side of the museum. I am somewhat doubtful whether so large a number of

{sculptires can be arranged in this room so ds not to be too crowded for convenient -
safe carrying up and proper placing of .

{examination ; but however that may be, ‘the
 these slabs ‘without injury will be a work requiring no small care and ingenuity and
rcan only be completed at a very considerable: expense, perhaps more than -Govern-

! ment anticipates, -

| 4. Tam irfquin’ed‘»to ‘think also that the salt in the atmosphere of Madras may act,
 deleteriously on the surfaces of the stones turning them first to a dead white and

| ultimately causing the surfaces to become granular and scale off. In view of this it

! would seem to be desirable that the finest slabs at least should be enclosed in air-tight

i} glazed cases, as has been done, with the Amardvati sculptures now at the British

é Museum, - : o , -
i 5.  Again, several of the slabs were found broken and the pieces were separately

5 sent carefully packed to Madras. It is very desirable that for these skilled workmen

-should be engaged to cement the pieces carefully. together so as not to' show ugly

-unworkman-like joints ; indeed unless the pieces can be united with precision it will -

. be much better not to attempt to put them together.

E 6. I desire to mention, moreover, that when I selected so Iairge a number of stones
i for removal I did so with the expectation that Government would be ready to part
¢

| the British Museum where they would be certain to be seen and examined by more
| people interested in them and able to appreciate their interest in one year than are

! likely to see them in Madras in a decade.

- 7..While such was my view, however, the Madras Goverrimeﬁt is aware that when

| 2 proposal was made that the Archwological department -should transmit all such

| objects to the.Indian Museum as soon as the papers were forwarded to me by the -
¢ Bombay Government, I wrote a long minute in support of the claims of Provincial

* Museums, and it was finally arranged that these claims should be respected.
T S N ) T ) ‘.o
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From .J. BURGESS, Esq., LL.D., .Archaeological Surveys, Western and Southern . -
- India, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Hampi, 18th March -

with a few characteristic examples both for the Indian Museum at Calcutta and for
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8. I lcave it now eﬁtirely with the Government to décide whether any bp Wh:at o
portion of the very large collection now at Madras should be allowed to be sent to
other museums, or whether provision should be made for the complete exhibition and

“preservation of the whole series. , . _
9.. I'have lately had the great majority of the sculptures carefully photographed.

to scale, and the negatives are now at my Poona office where prints will be taken from

them for the purpose of enabling me to work “up and publish my report on the two
‘stiipas of Amardvati and Jaggayapet. When the photographic printing is being
. done it would be a matter of but comparatively small expense to print off a number
. of other sets, and I would suggest-that Government might consider whether it would
- not be desirable to present a complete set of prints mounted to such institutions ag—

The Government Central Museunt;~Madras,
Government School of Art, Madras, ’
The Indian Museum, Calcutta,
The School of Art, Caleutta,
- The Government of India, -
The Government of Bombay,
o The School of Art, Bombay, .
and any other institutions or individuals Government might think proper. :
10. I may mention that for some years past I have been accustomed to print off
some sets of all photographs taken for the Bombay Sarvey, one of which is always
presented to Dr. James Fergusson. And I intend proposing that .in future T shall be .
~ ‘allowed toprint one or more sets of the Bombay photographs for the Government of
" Madras. The cost of printing will be about Rs. 4% or 5 per dozen prints, and the
mounting will add a little more to the expense. If the number of sets were not very
numerous the charge might perhaps be credited to the grant for the survey.- - - :

11. The last point I have to refer fo is the prescrvation of the large number .t‘)f
sculptured slabs that still remain at Amavivati and.Jaggayapet. The stlpaat the
latter place might easily be” preserved without expense and at very little trouble by
the deputy magistrate. - I o :
© 12, At Amardvati the peon in charge might be occasionally visited by tte
~ tahsildar or other revenue officers of the district and kept upto his duty. Further
- excavations I fully expect will reveal many very valuable sculptures at that place,
.and I hope at some future date to revisit it and make further investigations, :
- 18. Trusting this will receive the favorable attention of His Excellency. in
-Council, T have, &e. - - : R

" Orper—dated 28th April 1884, No. 843, Public. . o |

The Superintendent, Central Museum, will report the probable cost of housing the
sculptures in the manner proposed in paragraphs 3, 4 and 5-of Dr. Burgess’ letteres -

2. The Collector of Kistna will report on the proposals made for the preservation
of the sculptures remaining at Amarivali and Jaggayapet, ‘which appear to Govern-
- ment well calculated to effect the object in view. = R S
' . (True Extract.)’ | o

‘ -+ E.F. WEBSTER,
o ‘ ‘ - - Chief Secretary.
To Dr. J. Burgess, Archzeologieal Sufveys', Westem and Southern India.- .

~» the Superintendent, Central Museum,
»» the Collector of Kistna,

Exd. T. 0’Connor.
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- Passing orders on Dr. Burgess’ letter in regard :

Amardvati,
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