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BISHOP CALDWELL
AND
TIE TINNEVELLY SHANARS,

As it is lik'cly that Bishop Caldwell, who has been
N Tinnevelly for nearly half a century, and published
ooks on some of the variong subjects connected with
?I,‘inneveﬂjr', will shortly go home for good, T think I
hall have doue a part of my duty if I offer to the Tip.
wevelly pablic, while Lie is stil] among them, a few hrief
emarks upon such portions of his writings ag may bave
j bearing upon the Shanar caste question—g question
“vhich, 1o say the least, hag been hang

led by Lim in a
aanner reither oreditable to himself nor sa.tisfactory to
v his readers,

Exception has {0 be taken in tho

fivat pPlace a~ Hinsd
he title of his hook 77,

'l‘im:owif.y Shears 7, Whey
w wrole the bank Loy g sin'z:»ly the Af ary iy (:‘ll(:"{:\_),
A Bdeyenowdi Of Novth o West 'i'im:«f\'t'”y he kuey,
TR nothiny CXCCptingy periaps ]

\:S~i()l"

1 hioh poad hy
avelled tonnd {rom
tras. The Shavnr i {he North of

vhieh Be had onee or twiece M.

i..mv-'.'(-lly, wha wor,
sreely surpassed By any ohor o in their Jeulus fop
rade, did o ag SO 0 e dark pictine of i, m
frawu by Bishop Caldy i1, Sufar back s 1823, 4 e,
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twenty seven years before Bishrap Caldwell publishg
hig, book, g Governmeng Servant writing about Sivaksy
States that the Shanars “ frop, their reputation 8
Commercia] character arestylod NaddiKale,”* Bisho
Caldwell’s experience of (1o Shanars had becn gathere

in the south-castopy, corner of the conntry which, 3
mmay be ronghly statod, comprises It a little less the
a qu‘a,rt,er of the whole District of Tinnevelly, Orve
OWing with thq vast amount of kuowledge, Le too
& Io_ng voyage to London, and there publishod this boo

» eannot but be regarded by cvery on¢
who takeg the trouble to post himself up in the subj

B8 & monument of his ill-advigeg hastiness and igno
.!‘aance, if not of any thing worge, A European Mission
8Ty onee 8aid in 5 conversation about fhe book tha

be thought Bishop Caldwell ought to have called i

*“The Edeyengug; Shanars, 4 J

By way of preamble

to this hook the Bishop Sﬂys"!
“In the absence of histor ‘
T

ical recordy and n:tonﬂmelrlts'l1

* p Ny T e P T

) roperly Nadalkal (Isilent in conversalion J that!

15, Rulers of Naads o Districts. g
+ The

Missionary 18 not
Correct than the B
napplica ble to the
S(;e “ The Tinneye

quite correct though far morﬂ‘
ishop; for the title “Shanars” is a8
book a3 the epithet “ Tiuuovelly ™
y Shanag ", p. 4.

|

A

A

i 1% impossible to gain salisfactory information respec-
t}&',,g the orizin and history of the caste. Such parti.
clars as I have heen abls to ascertain were picked up

: g
)

'

gongst the ashes of well-nigh  extinet traditions, »
rj}his is honest confession, and {he tacit acknowledgment
contained in this extract that it bias heen impossible
fé)" him to find out the truc‘ history of the Shanar peo-
]f,)c, and that the iuformation he has Leen pleased to
ﬁruuchﬂufe for the benefit of the world has not heen sat.
ié factory to himself, and cannot be satisfactory to
ofthers, is 1o be deeply laid to heart by every onc of hig
deaders, and understood before each paragraph angd
passage where forgetting himself ho bursts forth ip
dogmatic assertions, What, then, must have been the

resumption of a man, who, with this scanty and un.
dertain knowledge in his own mind, hag ventured to

ose as a Teacher of the world, and boldly asserted
t‘ at the Shanars ave “non-Aryan? |« they oceupy

iiddle posivion between the Vellalers and their Payiap
j:u‘eﬂ, ? “ihey may in general he deseribed as belong -
ing to the livhest division of the lower classes, or the
powest of the middle classes, ™ and soon ad Yufinilum.
! n his Comparaiive (Jrammer of the Dravidian
Languages the Bishop has devoied four or five piges toa
discussion of the “original use and progressive exten
tion of the term-Sudra.” “J ;4 proper to notice here”,
the Bishop savs, “{hot ihe tisle Sudra conveys a
higher mcaning in Southorn tiiot in Northern India.
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to the Aryans, or in a condition hut little superior
that of slaves. They had no property of their own 8
o civil rights, Tn Southern India, on the contrary, ii
Was upon the middle and higher classes of the Dmﬁjf

The Primitive ‘Sudras’ of Northern India were sla?

dians that the title of ¢ Sudra,’ was imposed; an

the classes that appeared to be analogous to the ser

vile Sudras of Northern India, were not called ¢ Sud-
ras’ but ‘Paliag,’ ‘Parias,” &e., names which they still
retain. The application of the torm ¢ Sudra,’ to th
ancient Dravidian chieftains, soldiers, and culti
vators, Way prove that tho Brahmans, whilst pretend
ing to do them an honour, treated them with con
tempt ; but it does not prove that they had cver been
reduced by the Brahmans {n & dependont positions
or that they ever werc slaves, like the Northern Sudras,
to any class of Aryans. The Brahmans, who came i

Peaceably and obtained the kingdam Dy flatteries
may probably have persunded Lhe‘Dmvidmns, that i <)
calling  them Sudras, they wore conferring upon
them a title of honour.. 1f 80, their policy was pcrfc("t'l
Iy successful ; for the title of ‘Sudpg’ has invariably
been regarded by Dravidians in thig light ; and hence;;
whilst in Northern Indig the Sudig ig a,wlow caste mab,

in Sox1t1101‘n India Le rankg next to the Brahman, and
the place which he accups

. e8 in the social scale iy jm-
measurably superior nog ouly to that of the Dariars
or agricultural slaves bug alsg to that of the uncn-

3,

5

vl Jow castes, sueh as the fshor-men aud the e

vutors of the cocoa-nut and padmyra palins” The whole
of this discussion by the Biskop, so faras it veluton 1n
the Dravidians, is nothing but a mass of unadulterated
falsehood, which appears to have originated with the
Bishop’s unsound and snperficiat knowledge of Tamil,*
combined with the imazination of his iogical mind,+
which too readilyt ook it for ovanted that what it found
to exist now hod existed always, just as it believed,
as T have shown above, that whet was true of & few
Shanars at ov about Bdeyerondi must be true of each
of the Shanars all over the Tinnevelly District. The
Bishop’s illusion may be easily dispelled. However, I
am now more directly concerned with the Shanars,
. and cannot bestow a large portion of my time and space
on the topic of Sudras,

* His knowledge ¢f Tamil ecan be easily ga,ugnd“}gf
his writings. Colonel Yule states that the knowledge
of the South Indian Vernaculars nossesced by tho late
Dr. Burhiell was unvivalled or rivalled only by that of
Bishop Caldwell.  The statement apparently refers to
Europearss as u hody, and it is to bo regretted that in
many 1atters, Buropeans, perhaps for want of bettey
men, allow themselves to be led by Blind gwides. The
reader may also like to.satisly Limself whether {le
Colonel is, by hix knowledge of Tamil, gualified to
prouounce the judgment,

t+ I donot like to be understood as under-valuing
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The elassieal poctienl vacalmlaries in T‘L‘::’
were, by Bishop Caldwell's showing, written dm:hal
the Anf:ranrm are of Tamil Lierature, fram ahoutl‘ﬁ{
eichith contury A, D, ) the twelfth or thivteenth. ¢
the reader tnlzc the two woll Tenown voeabnlaries Es}t;
ST nd Aawir B it read the fipet thirty-three s00%
rams of the former and the first, Lwenty-seven sootramé

of the lattor, in w :‘»sLOLJuJﬁ;‘""Cu‘,er;f", twice or thY;jm;
over: and he will at oneo perceive thut these sootral i;:k
are placed in a certain order, and that {hat ovder
Tegulated by the order of the four castes.  Sootram o7
in Barsgs is easily understood to refer to the Sudr”ﬁ.”'
for the name Sudra itself occurs in its body. - The 00"'_,
Tesponding sootram in #seir® is still more clear. “® ;
A PETosmerriiCs Cuadgay Orrape e p, Q:h
; z : Smpass.” 4 Then 9%
f,am).'r!nr Srly SE i s @EBrOre @ﬁi@gl/
tm&m Caldwell.  Far from it. Genes
Tations yot wphorn will have to thank him for bi¥
History of Tinnevelly, g1 istory of the Tinnevelly :
Church, and “the Comparative Grammar, Tt is non®
the lesg true, however, that he has 1
writer than thinker, and that his {orie is
dozen Grammars and Dictionarig
and to boil down bundles of
nieni records, Missionerjcy’ let
tions, into forma of narrativeg

een & gﬂ‘“mr
to compare s
s of ug many languages
Papers, he they Governs
ters, or copies of inscrip-

+ This and the two Preceding sootramg in the prints

7

nest preceding sootram g9
25 and 20 in DD po

in Barges nd soatrame

ate, as might Le natuy

ally ex.
peefed, to the Viisyas,  Tig name ¢

00 ccenrs in i)y
text. He will have oy 4 find oug the

rewaining twe
caster. Parbaps on g ol

anee o the sogtrans above the
32ud tn Faursso and the 20t in Rse @ he will at,

once recognise the Bralimans in the l’:yl'pm‘ of suotram
Rin Furer? and soolrams 5 aud ¢ ip Ss&r®. The
detection of these wooteqms s fanilitused by the cir.
cumstance that the Pavpar ave naw known by both the
names Bralimans and Lurpar, and thal the Parpar still
occupy their rightfyl position in society, So far, I
thiuk, the elimination has been earried accurately and
successfully. But then the second class, or Kshatriyas,
where are they ? Naturally enough they may be ex.
pected o be found between the Brahmans and the
Vaisyas, that is to say, between the 32nd and the Sth
sootram in Sarsrd, and between the 25th and the
6th in Seer®. In picking out the particular sootram
of the Kshatviyas there is and there must b some di-
ficulty. For at present we seo nn caste among. the Tam.‘
ilians apparcnily bearine the name 'Ksh&h'rxyas, or at
least occapying a position inferior only to Bmhmafxs
and superior to the other castes. 8o the read(‘;v jvﬂl
have to take all the intormedinte sootrams, particulars
o

ed copy appear {n Lave been tampered with. Bue it
does not affect our present purpose.

R arra

T o
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,iy thase concermng a class or multitude, and Qxalei!ld;,
tbem closely with the help of Wiy general knowledgo of §
Tamil literature. On doing this ho will observe thab
the sootram 11 of Bnrsr b and sootram 7 of ﬂ.nai"-
wmust refer to the Kshutriyas. In Ograsrodus, the &
OISMSt Tuwil Grammar extant, it is said “ o3 par? B
-‘“"g.ﬂfc &.rwG@; G‘,ﬂﬂ,é‘ﬁwb_“z_ﬂpyf Spi BpsBe "‘%
Shn the part of Anthanar (Bruhmans), oun the pary of &
&11(:{1‘01'(1, and on the part of the rest”. @56 0 6oy f
;nfz ot the fivst rate standard works written during theil
bm"& period has the following from the pen of its cele~7
’r;ted commentator sFReFd@aduirt; Lo i rd £
andf-zlr g:"ﬂ%l—-”'@mﬁ-ti- - Quufllri?” “The Parpsf i
o © Shandrore assembled togethor with their fol*
we . . . -
@ar:; a‘z‘xd f\(tmed (ihe ?Oyfd child). In SEs o Fa I e
FEDareng s o1 €1 Cpmres gperal @ went
&&r " o i
in tho pros A% When the marriage was solemnized
rsern -« .
rore.” In & .nce of Anthanar [Brahmans) and Shand
o7 et mu’”m’um“‘““dﬂi,lmrimmﬂsi Caarred
TP opat V4 .
[ Vaisys 1, Ve @ " Anthanar {Brahmans), Vanikal'
Yas |, Velalars ( Sudras), and 8 »  Inge
tances of thig i , androre. ng
g s kind ean ba maltiplied . t
those T have ieton. Plied ad Uliium ; bn
X e given anhove will be
Impression that tho word -] enough to conyey 8%
learned, : . . 1androre which means th8 -
s OF the intelliyent iy used
- 5°4 a3 the name of a clasd

:g‘{:hatriy;;,s), just in ghe 8Amo manner s the word
Tpar, which simply ) : w
(Brahmans), P rucans soers, i applied to a class

EENRE I

9

Perhaps it might be asked, Tf Shandrore means tle
intelligent, is it rotaname applicable to all castes alike ?
T may reply by asking, If Pavpar means thase who see, is
itnot a name applicable toall castesalike ¥ The oxist.
ence of a class of nouns called srraer @954 expluins
the use of words like these. In the English version of 5
o go7sd thiselass of nouns is oxplained thus '~ o3 & eer
is likewise 87 7275, when ved with veference to any
pious person, but @B 2 iy the ense of Brahmans, for
why should they only amaro the devoutly disposed be
thas emplatically dosizmated ¥ Consequently  this word
wlsois s ar B 5 S500wH and common to botl.,

Arain, not only the general order of the soo-
trams, bat the expression “R58 wésw i aoriits,”
o these three castes,” in scotram 27 of Asar B pre-
cludes the idia that the name Shandrore oceurying in
cootram 11 of Faursrd is snything bat the name of a
easte, and that 16 is by any menes applieadls to the Sp.
dras. Just assceing (with the spivirand eye ov the th,gﬂ
was considered to be {he atiibnie of only Hr:thmm,
ao intellgereo or Tromine was constdered to be the at-
tribute or properiy of only Kshairivas, Under all des.
potic forms of Govervment, the well-being of the people
and the prosperity of the country in zenceral depend
wpor e kowledeo and gand sense of the kine and
s Hendonnads, The Mindus weve so fidiv ative to
this fact that they restvicted lonrning o the Kshatri.
yas as they raatvictad eortain fixed oerupations to each

Ty CL Ladin eidon, 1 sce.

A et
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PEL
(lcum'n'ng) forms but & pact of the chapter on o7 B
(qualitics of the king).

of the other classes. 8o in @2 the scetion on

expluining this wrr The commentator u;ﬁC’msv_Lpii
" i rangement, states: “asdaf, ‘n,&ﬂ"
Sudc. Gush . W"f”“”?“’ @Bent isni FEROTH
ﬁqm;uwé@dgﬁmﬁgw YT m E @ .,wa"f’ 4
b Gwd LB 5;?"“’ 5 81 5D i ) 05 ST AT
Sl ua’mn’f f‘sﬂ Ds srivmd wotsiuld,
PN &b e pBwusstusrSu @,D&(.}G&t—“’w
; Bew @urrﬂizue_.#awrrs{)m@usroi_n “JearLing, ¢hat
;;e;}::’mk:frs Ie‘a.rrfinj_; of the arts he ounght to z:']em'n;
ing Chario/t-;('.ﬂ{,{qu]-,syy'u({,cvco, and the arts of mansg®
and fOOt-soldiO,(.'v 19"3,,1 (iil."\ll:LI.lt-S()ldim'H, 11()1'sc_sOldier‘:’!,
Vision of e :}15. This section iy placed as a sub'(.h‘
cause the kin Ia'{)}ter on %"U qualities of the king, be-
all manking zi’ \:v ‘;(;“ he is .ltim-,md‘ will be -useful f:o
treated in gtm‘cmlbt as to l“"llsulf. But the subject 18
ing P'Ofitaiwib to‘ allerés as it has the excellence of be”

moen,

1" I N t
i - n Srerp s . we 1ee
With the same plan. ug pwad also we

lated stanzay int g, who arranged all the is0-
S (foaras, 8 tuto parts, chapters, and sections, places Py
gives this f) 1;!}(101‘ J/!’Qam)(qn:b”tios of the king‘),ﬂ»ﬂd

Sas s reason, that {le king who; he iﬂ!

learn
S x()d, has the

power of savi i
o - o nw . . 4‘)”1
a8 well as himself. g the whole kingd

eighteen appréved DpQury which is one of the
) minor works belonging to the pe-

riod of WL TFE g b
FEEs5 (the Madara College)has in 08F

<Y

11

own days been divided inte Parts, Chapters and Sec-
tions by 20T rwi Qedgwrt. He too adopts the
plan of waweyt, and assigns the same reason. He
siates; &S defod pdursdssps Cach g EwE LIS E
S, S&i8) T F el & parady.d o o rwe d wér gpred
manburr‘gas:rg'sgsa G renslder @& Remors Fuler
S oo ds ..’ “Learning. It is the king’s learn-
ing of the sciences he has to learn. This is placed after
@@pmmf_ﬁ‘) (the excellent qualiiies of the king), inas-
much as the king that has no learning cannot protect
pob only his 1ife bhnt that of mankind.” ~In this sec-
tion of wp@wTd on sodl, the 9th stanza contains an
expression which is worthy of a passing notice, that is,
“@w;(m__.éﬁ B pB O&.'.Térarrrn'ré: Qaressse.” “the
fearned taking the ignorant into their own caste and
teaching them.” The annotator rightly infers from
this expression thiat the loarned constitute a caste. This

s the Shandrore, but] secondarily

caste propcrly mean
from o 1»01'1gi0ns or other point of view may be taken

to signify the learined in 1is widest sense.
! D
Aers as have paid at-

Turther, such of my rea
and gssr@ to

tention to those sootrams in Barssd

which T bave referred above cannot have {ailed to no-
tice the douise form of the word nsed to dpsimate the
Joshairiyas, nsmely, Shandrore and Shamdmvad ‘(é‘”f
o G’Q/,’r?‘& rerpart). The only other gmmma'&iml ‘torm
The Bishop says that in the

LI

is W”'u}‘w{%,

. e e

%_

e, g gt en o
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coast of Ceylon the sawe or a similar caste still €5
“benring a grammatical and intelligible form Of_V
same name ‘Shandrar’ of which Shanaris etymolog
ly & corruption”.  Gencrally in colloguial, sud 8
times in classical Tamil, similar words are cormpt"‘1
© the same manner; o, gy epsi o and aper oy &
& and epger, Corarm and Ggrerept - beos
Casram and Cor @7, All these threg nouns Shand
Bhandrar, and Shandravar, which are derived from‘;
8ame root & ray (to be full) and are forms of one 8%
the same word, are used promiscuously in Tamil cla®”,

. <8l works, and are interchangeable with one another: 4

s

) Doctor Winslow, however, striving to mak v

- distinction between the scemingly two diﬁ@?’:’fr
L20B0IngS of the word ere @i, derives it in the ”,“qﬁ
of & caste from o, which means toddy or &5. H;g
4

»{. obviously wrong in drawing this distinction whi®
1§ Unwarranted, for

by the word s e mp

in either caso the persons denoted ©
5 # are the Shanars or Kshatriyas
e e o
) M ave understood (hat the,
word ederGart and |

ts synonymes oceur in a list of
castes “hetwoen the ng

. mes of Bralimans and those of
Vaxsyas, aud that the ligt itself avers tlxét"'mcy‘:ire not"
thellded tov Sudras, Again he was not aware that £7

FCort is employéd in '

) Tamil works as the name of #
caste, as often as the v :

orduriiri is, Besides, he did

n

é

RO

e

o e

wot perceive that the word ETarept except as con.
tained in the formeraCgt or e rarsai does not B
parately appear in the vacabulavies as the name of g
caste. He did not moreover realise that the word erer
2+, whatever may be its stymology, is capable of assum.
ing all the three forms Frai Qo f, Frédpat, and &5

@ .

It may scom not a little singular that while the
names of toddy-scllers are given in Bars rd aud A&
e @, the names of toddy-drawars ave »ot at all to hbe
found in thom. The omission is significant. The
manufacture of palm wine was not in those days an
industry so extensively followed as it is now, probably
owing to restrictions placed upon it hy Govermnent,
[t appears to have been ouly a part of the comirissa.
riat depavtment, jealously guarded chicfly for the ben-

" ehit of the king and his soldiers,

Not only in these bare lists but in classienl wesls
gonerally the makers or drawers of toddy are uet n.on-
tioned as & casic by themsclves, nor are they looked
uponas a class of beterodox or low people. A native writer
well-versed in Tamil literature states ; ‘& erenadri_ou s

B, & 7T Y FW D T EGE mr@wd]ﬁ.,gm@m’ s&al fprmis &

@W;..w‘?ﬂ/r[B.J;p«’é;’mm;rjub_,oiwdd)mrrgaanwu’n SrEGEC
B g wmsanrtssr,” “those who drink toddy, those
who make other people drink toddy, those who sl

toddy, and those who keep company with those whe
5

g



drink toddy, will suffer everlasting pnlin in boll.” Tbtg i |
goe that the anathema is not, pronounced npon the todd: ]
drawers,and itis for the evident reason that the so-onlloy
toddy is quite harmless when it is extracted, and GF
fors from the wysep or the fermented palm juiod -
much the same extent as wine differs from grapes. .
» truth, psalm juice was esteemed a luxury fit to be gy

_ sumed by the Kshatriyas and the Brahmans. Ié wes

- garded as the earthly counterpart of the celestial necty
of tho gods. The palmyra tree too was deemed a8 F8
a8 its juice. “From the multifarious uses o  the PO
myra and its products the Hindus have dedicaited it/
Ganesa, and celebrate it as the ‘Kalpa treo’ or ‘el
of life’ of their paradise.”+

It must be Lere remarked that the word- 6%
t.he other words similar in signification have .'ﬂ.“;’t~ wy
der.gom . change like the .well-kuown word -‘“wvm‘
which, though it originally meant any smell; good |
bad, hag now boen lmited in ordinary Tamil only *;‘?
bad sraell, &é firsk ‘moeant ony junice whether apf
proved.or proscribed. Accordingly in Qe s 4
b of 'a&unquumi, stong, 25,’(‘zow’s milk is call}
: ed C'aﬂr_r‘* Qﬁnﬂ;;';,a,&',mwtb, that 18 the s & {oddy orJ'" A
.+ 'prodnced by the cow. When ‘this

R

3

difforenoe dn ¥

il

>, Bradshaw.
* T.his go is the root of ¢he word Cari a shephe

Caria, o king, is a differontworg, ’ !

‘L

|

+ Tonnant’s C;;lon, quoted IT;F

\6

15 ,
gionificniion of tic word &% is borne in mind, that
so?m'am in Swr&re which gives the synonymes of
swalwest “roddy scllers” avill be capable of com-
municating valuable information to us, The sootram
”

is “umpust gruet uBat ad el ;i At the very sight

of this sootram one cannot help concluding that the

Shanars who wre 5807 § can by o weans be included

inthe el o f wepwt, It iy worthy of remark”
says Bishop Culdwell, “that the Shanars who extract
the palmyra juice which, when allowed to ferment is
the ordinary Iufoxivating drink of the Hindu drunk.
ard, avoid the use of it in its fermented state as care.
fully as the most punctilions Brahmans.’-

In rogard  to occupations we should not for-
get that nany of them have come into and gone out
of fashivn at different times and different ages, like e~

veral other thingsin the world. “Here 1 may notice that,

to be a goldsmith, or o wine merchant, or g banker, was

always held as an aristocer

aile cmployment in the past
time here.” ¥

The history of g

. 28 575 ETwef, one of the sixty-
§ On the principle exnepti

o probat veguluim, for an

expl:um!'ﬁ m of which, see Archbishop Whatelys' I7.-
meats of Loyig, chaptey on Falloeioe, )

+ The Madras Mail, August 3, 1882, The Ldin~
burgh lecwr,

!',.

-
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appears to be somox{'hat lower than that of t'he Sud.ms 7 |
'x T};is is easily accounted for. The persecution which g -
conquered race of rulers suffers at the hands of the con-
qiierors, the disinclination on the part of the conquer-
ed race to reconcile themselves to their hard fate, and
to rub shoulders with thosc clasges who were but a

" three apostles of siva, affords g striking proof of ¥
‘normal coundition and occupation of the Shanars. &
the Qi rers bo is snid to have hugy 5 erd oty
' Heis represented us having begy .y adept, in the 828 :
| of instructing kings iu the ugee 0. the sharp victory

giving sword, “m@'rwrfi@Owdnd’ o4 wrilome uslplE

1.3 ';e‘rmmja,gsfrbaeb ¥ e wad Hdvann "”’?fé‘ﬂw’r’f"".
- His relations glgq 8re said to have beey nulitary mq
v OF Wwarriors; ‘4, .‘xum;.wrr:.:.a,@,vﬁﬁr.%.” Even ba”.’:"
.‘ this day 5 large sub-division of the Shanars &”il
ﬁ:wn by the mms of &g JuLm&ué'”ércg}:;x
» © Shanars of ¢h sharp gahype,

short time ago their inferiors and servants, and t:he
natural resction which in such circumstances s}1~1se |
againsi the couquered race after a few vears, these
afford satisfactory explanation of the phenomen'a we
meet with in the case of the Shanars, The Bishop
says : “In a civilized age, the conguerors may pe con-
tent with governing and taxing the ccmqnet'cd‘; b‘ut
in a ruder age, and especially in a tropical elimate,
where Iabour is distastelul, the vanquished are ordi-
narily reduced to the condition of sloves.” It is also
nseﬁ{l to bear in mind that; whatever may be the

S s far confined myself chieﬂl;;
the caste of the Shanars, -

those whq would form 4 Correct iden of the traé

%14 real agg “Pation of the guq il g ellws’bud); t morgue of Englishmen at present; thero was 5 timg
. that sman Podm ¢ Grgp,, ﬂ‘ ‘:v]: sh\;x l(:e:n oomposed. | when it was,a disgrace for ons to be callod an English-
g , ch hag B

in praise of the seventy ; plements of man, and a common form of imprecation among the
‘ : venty im o

‘ akl"lcultwre. tanzas 8, 19 22, 24%;@5 30, and 31 are - Normans in Englind was “Dg you take me to be gn

. ‘Yffl‘thy of special attention, I ﬁjgho,l; éaldmll had Englishman”  On ths other hand, the disappearance
Nﬁd soot:h‘am 33 of Parwss and this single work v @7 of the Kshatriyas from their rightful position in gg.
G@ushe ¥onld neven have besn lod ingo such a blund~ i ciety, the coming into power of suceessive governnients
O3 Bo g .Lommitted in hig ¢

wparative Gmn}"}?r nf_:'

which ignored the time-hononred landmarks of caste,
udras, !

? | - and that mysterious yet perceptibly working principle
e " . ; o : in the relation botween Busters and servants which
- Yemay po herg inguived, 1p the Shanars aro really’ . L
o , oS wd prompts the servants not, only to imitate their wasters
K“h“ﬁn’y“’ how oame thay to ectupy & positionr whigh

witii‘:réhﬁécb 15 the caste of the 8
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&:of equal ramk with them, are among the chie‘i*?

. this at ouee they jump at the conciusion that whatever

is nob now scen to be conneeted with the Brahmans is

S . . JAvyan in its orvigin. If Bishop Caldwell has
' y ;‘:t Have coutributed to the apparent elevation™ :g:pi(g this line of ar_g:umrmt in clud:\,ﬁing the Shanars
f ; i dru o to be a non-Aryan tribe, the passages T have already
i Sudres have now@_d“ys very freely dnbb@d’ bl cited to show that the Shanars are Kshatriyas will
{ ’ v selves cuir@@-n!’ and this is ove of the varions 0843 M:'a‘f)erhn ps be fonud to serve as a suflicient answer.  Bub
i confusion to those who ure not. snﬂiciel‘!tl} wmo& peensinually  we are confronted with ather reasons.
‘ . &amil literature. This extensiou in tho mesnidy Bishop Usldwell says, for example, inone place: “The
1 the word which once denoted the Kshatriyas is essential unity of all the Dravidian dialocts aroues the
’ : lmpﬂ Dot more unlawfal than 'thu cxtenﬂi(m'in canity of the tace”  But colsewhere he remurks; “The .
',  visneaning of the words gu,t and Qs @us? whiphde Bralouans of the several Janpuage districts have vie-
‘ . :ﬂxe Brubhmans, o as to include Drotestant padros trally beeown. distinet casies; but,” he adds, © Loy
o ‘all oastes, sven Paliars and Parigrs not excepted. are all und<mbtcdly de?scenled from ene and fhe same
f: i '\ RA‘ popular fa]litcy which is closely (’.mmeobed i stock. When - the Bra%nuaz.)s wro this i ;U.w‘;:m{'cd’
o :‘f'h”' “bject may be bero noticed, lm.'rr;ely, the " who carn say that the Ksha.tuyas-cmm(,‘t he ¥ 17 BE.,hop
; ' Amfml“d,,iﬂn,that whatever js found to be Swaskrit w7y Caldwell had sven the Shanars when they weve moyo
 otigin ha originated with the Brahwmans. _Thi}/;.? fawous than the Brahmans for {heir pencral know=
i S Sanphit, and therefore it is s, peculiarity of the DT ledge as well as thoir knowledge of Sauskeit, I think
1 ‘ ',‘:;. é‘ﬂﬂ? is the drift of mhy argnments in the wiiting® he would not have hesitaied (o affimm that the Shanars
N 5 Of B}BhOp pﬂd%ﬂ tx woll s in thosla of a,lmost_?"l ware deseondod from the wue stook as the Beahmans
. other Buropeans. It is inconcoivably how Bandkri As 1 lave alve: : s
, ,Mu'l'd‘k?‘m‘eé b%‘ﬂi&rity of the Brahmans if it was o . 1‘ X;MO 'ﬂ 'I - }'Hnmml’ out, the Briimans
b ‘tiho Vernmc'm or mother lﬁngnage of all the % among the Dravidians wore, wutil abont 300 years ago,
| o voustesMnd the outomste.  Burop,ys, in sheiéordin rever popilarly known by the name of Brahmans,
! ) deuljngs with h&ﬁijrea,rmeet,'ng Renm';uﬂ y"i’;\:ith the 8 . Precisely in the same wanner the Kshatriyas also
! » BM““BT“W nnd 8y drps, iz.nng‘z'irw'; tixat the a ! were never commonly designated as the Ks:.hatriyas
‘ . mas are Arysns, 9@@ ihgsnd,:m’ non. Aryaus, F althongh the two lower clusses bore the names of Va.i:
I e : Sk syas and Sudras. If in such circumstances the Par-
4 AR _’1‘-‘i FAREE I CE
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.Aioo, msaking allowances for peculiaritivs which

. fhe works of Buhﬁp Oaldmn. He' saya : uThew;r‘lﬁ;

s,

pur are Aryan in origin, the Shandrore too ey
Aryan in origin, thongh both tho cases may appes’ =
be on the lucus u wor. lucendo principle. 5

The Parpar are now possessed of certain poct>
rities which show them (o be Aryaus, the Shandeor?

‘Bave been and which are ever likely to be lost MHZ
‘the luss of a kingdom, have certain customs and
es which matk thom ottss Arysuny, Abstinence fro®
_beef and from intoxicating liquors, prohibition of th¥
. remarringe of widows, and the rules regarding t.‘
8ress and jewels, are a few of the points of ngresmed¥
in the customs of the Shavars and in those of;
Aryan Kshatriyus now admitted to be such. . #

-« i <
B

There is still saother. srgument whicht 18 seen m
‘ho .tmdition extgut of B Vf&”ﬁkﬁ irruption of the Aﬂ"’
88 into SBouthern Indis, orotihs forcible subjugation
of the Dravidians,” and therefors he concludes thet. 38
was tl;e Brahmans who as colonisf.a: and 1nst1ch?€fé
Rrst ostablished thomselves in the Tamil country sl
’introdncod Aryan civilization into it. Here also
date for the conclusion are insuficions, Tt i mot 8
the first place necoessary that the Kah atriyas, wh&‘f@'{

rever they went, should have wantonly mado displas
. of their pugnacions qualitiés. Recotirse was then bad

A
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to the TLogic of Kings only wlen the
asion of ordinary mortals had been em-
Agnin, when we consider the

as iy % NOwW,
reaus of persi
ployed and s asted,
nations or rathor ivibal Qisposition of the. Brabmans

and tat of the Kshatviyas, the Brahmans are less

likely to go abroud in search of foreign countries than

the Kshatriyas are.  Rama’s expedition, moreover, is

said to have pussed shrough Southorn India both on

its way to, and on its way from, Ceylon. Arjunais re-
ported to have visited it in the conrse of his dig-vijei~

ya tour, and nieried the daughterofa Pandian king.*
Subrahmonya is vepresented as having established him-
self with a large number of followers on the east coast
of Tinnevelly. 1n Ceylon, the Bishop says, a colony
of Aryans (he does not say Brahmans) settled long ago,
and tho Ceylonese themselves admit that this part of
tb> continent had been aryanised before they took pos-
pession of that island. When we hoar in mind all
these facts we cannot help concluding that, in the an—
cient times referred to, there were many couvenient
opportunities for a colony of warriors to settle in
Southern India. The Bishop wiites elsewhere : “Bven

- - e e e -

* The Bishop seems to have been much puzzled by

, the name Manipura. Before the present town of Ma-

: dura was founded by the Pandiyan Kings, their resi-
dence was at Manavoor! warrgy?, ané this name is
capable of being casily corrnpted into Manapoora or
Manipoora,
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88 early as the tim
. bhgrata, the Tamy,
adventurers from
. Waters und yo:
4 {the Pandy
BOmetimes

o of the composition of the Mahas”
aparni was visited by pilorims and
Novthern India, who bathed in its
Uod on ity Byl “If any of them
a kings of Mudura) were Kshatriyas as m\h
Mleged, it pan only bave heen at the very
-outset, when 4 Government, wag first instituted by the"
Novth Tndiay sottlers gt Korkei, in imitation of the',
regular governments of N&rthern India.”” It 'hﬂ"éﬁ
only 4o be added that the Shanars are the descend"'nﬁr:
of the “adventurers” and “the Nﬁth Indian gettlers
&lluded to in these passages, -

Bishop Caldwell seems to. have once thought thab :{

the Demonolntry of the Shanars was an cvidencs €
the non~Aryan origin of the Shanar people.  Thixess.
. P T il At
‘Cumstance loses its poing when the Bishop himse}f’dm
fesses thay «

& similar superstition respecting gobling
8nd demong wij) be found®o exist all over Indis'
But he adds thay the demonolatry of the Stfanars is

“systemaic » This is a question of fact, and so far B8 '/

my l\fllo\vledge 2008, the worship of demonsg is systems

tcally  pracrised by all castes alike with more oF
ation. In respect of number, the demon!

of the Brahmans appear to be more numerous th‘,' n

those of the Shanars, Evenif it were conceded ﬂj\’ﬂ!&

ystematde in their worship.v{

the Shanars are more g
otber castes, it wonld ot prd

less demongty

the devils than the )
either that the dumonolat;ry of the Hindus owed 1“

©system Jeself

_and -her the Shangrs s

X

origin to the Shanars or that the Shanars are a non.
1gin |
Aryan tribe.

23

In fact, religious enthusiasm has a,I-ways heen -
pable of evolving any mode of worship out of any
religion, and there can be no doubt that the so-called

3 g i
devil-dancing is one of the many plases of.ﬂtbe 1(1.01&'1}1 y
of Hinduisut, when we remember that Salvationism
claims to be recognised as a part of Protestant Cheisti-
anity at the close of the 10th century, and that men
and women among the Jews had got into the habit of
dencing on occasions of feasts and festivals about 3,000
years ago. See Judges, chapter XX, and II Samuel,

_i. chapter V1.

The Bishop, however, subsequently modifies his
dictum and writes : “Iun every part of Sonthern Indias

and I believe in Northern Tndia ns well, sarriitees ave -

systematisally (italies not his) ofered to the village

goddesses.” See his lecture ¢n Tinnevelly and the ,

Tinnevelly Mission,

“Afew of the Denpang,” says the Bishop, “are
forms of Cali, connected with o debased and com-
paratively modern development of the Bralimanical
jand as such, they are known by a
different nawe, ‘Al.umwzx,’ or mother. OF these Am.
mens or mothors fhe mnd potent and dreaded, with
the largest bevy of atlondant fiends, is Bhadra Cali ;
‘11 to have been taught to con-

.

I
|
!
!
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s:lizr ;.s their mother, and themselves as her child rm;,’ ,
zeree m:;;diz her espocial tutelary protection.” 1 ghail "
mark which i(;n{y One.o_f the many points in this Te- .
cannot help th.v;:ie criticism. On reading this, 08¢ ’
& want -of ref;n l.ng that a foregone conclusion apd
Bishop from g ection havo evidently prevented the \
gosts itsolf 1o t!':w@g.an inference which readily gp‘g bt
Surprising thy 8 ord‘mm»y reader, and it is the mm‘é'-‘. i
the Bishog t the ““f‘“'ﬂm.’e did not at once occur to
vorsed in I’:ilseemg 'that he is by his profession Weu-';
ren of I h‘:,?legnlngs of expressions such as “Chﬂ.d‘[
. "B &§ra, I’ia .C?llldren of God”, “Sons of Belial",.:
10 & native wh 11‘ is the Bellona of the Hindus, o
| Brohman, :: 0 is acquainted with the fuct that e
" tht the g m;r::lled “the children of B"“h?’#"?’“ﬁf“
Goddess Earty» are said to be “the childrn of e
have but one m th.e sxpression “children of Kali” cau
%ions are fonnde:mng’ viz, Kshatriyus. These expres-
belief that chﬂ; o _f‘he Law of Heredity, or @8 t-h'e
parents, ren inherit the gualities of thel”

€ 4 . .
9*’1‘ d':}ymthg::sdhmﬁoml festival of the Shanara,‘t%" ‘
holiday_ g s 0 O which they keep £
the a&y of rejoini they consider in a special m&nn(zt_l:
first day of‘uim?;g appointed for Shanars—is W
to thy Hindu As,:f ¥ month of Adi. This accordi®g
southern ooﬁise__()tzomy ia the frst day of the Ban's >
he snmmer solstice, bat of this 68 ¢

dvs know nothing. No people can
f astronomy than they are.
the frst of Adiis

cumstance the Shan

be more ntterly ignorant 0

In so far us they are concerned,
celebrated as a fesii val becanse Hav
feylon, on that day carvied off Siwa the

ara, o Poeshasa
king of
wife of Rama, the hero-god of the Beahimans., Rava-
na's prime winister, Mahodara, is belicved to-bave ’
boen & Shanar; aod to this day the Shanars, grory in
the historical posi{ion gained for once Ly & member of
their caste, and 11,\,joi<;.c over Rama's gricf and RHavas
na's’ joy.!” Heic with o Lwe mauk of exclamation

the Bishop has justly crowued bis inconclusive and

i foolish argument. The festival is a fact. DBut the

Bishop says the Shanars do not know that it is the
day of the Summer Solstice, they are so utterly igno-
rant of astronomy, ‘and thercfore that cannot be the
yeason of the festival inso far as they are concerned.
PDoes the Bishop then mean that the Shanars are such
profi(-ients in history, in sncient Listory, that they
remeinber that Mahodara was their enste fellow and
that he gained a victory over (ihe Mryen hero v
throngh the nowAvyan Robshasy King ? It so i
would be Lichly fnteresthey if he had said, fo give
effect to his syllogism, how many of them veenlecied
these historieal or mytholorical facis. Dl ba 1ean
to say that noae of the Slones wove nwire 6F Lo
yobjcct of the fustival P I they were a1l ionorant, did
their iynorance prove that the festived was noi volo-
3
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-,‘;‘The Bishop's argument seoms fo me to be an iltustrd
© Hpn of. the dangerouns pitfalls into which even an ines
i

[s}

26
_brated in honour of the Sun’s entoring upon his 897
_orn course P Was be satisfiod that the ab-dvow
Sita by Ravana took place on the lat day of Adi? He
he n(‘)(\hoard that on the self-same day Jita was rocd
ered by Rams, and that in commomoration of that
portant event this fostival was observed ¥ Do nob.!
Brahmans keep the very same day as & high day ? :
these ronsiderationa aside, what conld be the Tens0
for ihe exuliation of tho Shanars, if Mahodars L
-pnly » prime minister of the despotic Rakshosa King

telligont mind may be oceasionally betrayed when #
allows itscll to be blinded by some prejudice ot p

* theory.

I shall at prosent allude to only one more Astatg‘mel
made by the Bishop, “The Shanars, as a class,” ®

““tho least intelluctual to be fomnd in Iudin.” oI

confidenti that none can be compared with the Shansys

for dulness of appreMension and confusion of idedﬁ!\”;.{ '

My readers must be well aware of the intellectusl 8%
pacity of the Shanars, and I fear, thorefove they wil
not hesitate in this cose to give the lig ta t'he Bi,ﬂm{:é
Perhaps he may he a disciple of 4, Tivirie,

: ay h ple of that erai " divine,
who held that there is no harm ig It?: . i

\ v oring white liesd
} qh(.‘m may be no harm. Tt gy nuverthelej trno that!®
lie that may be as white as snow in the United King®

B
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assame the darkest hue the momini &
A Buropean Missionary who

h edneational ipstitutions

dom is apt to
worted iuto Trdia.

18 i
1 L, 5
hopn connestel wit

had Jong
viahiinopoly and Tinnove
haner students were more

A

able native gentlemen sume among whem

. . o Districts once said
in the i By Districts onee sal

that o was of opinion thay

sharp intetlectually than students of any other custe.
fow  vesnoct
anns have also scveral times expressed thewr

ave bhal
are endowed

couviction that the Shanars, ase class,
with more powerful faculties of mind than the other
By methinks the process by which the Bishop
arvived ab his notionis cnrious, The Serss, the Cholas
snd the Pandiyas were Shanars or Ksbatriyas by éag’ce
Mr. Nelson writes in his Madura District Manwual,
Part TL, page 81; “With regard to the assertion’ so
commonly made that 'thg,,l’hndiyé.s belonged to the
Vellala caste, it is obyetvable that tradition is at
tssue with it, and declares that the Pandiyas proper
were Kshatriyas, bub they were accustomed to marry
w‘i‘vcs of ivfevior castes as well as and in addition to
wives of their own caste; and some of their descend-
ants born of the inferior and irregularly marricd wives
were Vellalars, and after the death of Kun or Sundra
Pandya formed o new dynasty, known as that of the
pseudo-Pandyas. Tradition also suys that Aryavaya-
ga Muthali, the groat general of the 16th century, Was
dissnsded by his family priest from making himself a
king on the groundhat he was a Vellalan, and no

rasing
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og .
- Vollalan ought to be a king. And 100];1“& .4; ‘
mewhat d:fn'cult porH

_ facts of the oasc, it is so
avoid coming to the conclusion that the rcaso®

 signed for his not assuming the crov:"n Wﬂ;;:’”
’ ono.” Agsin in Part ITI, page 104, “4s -
i @ipd leaving no issue, Arys Nayage jntendet 4
g"".‘l " it is said, to have himself crowned king of m‘
i+ o countries ; but he was lsughed out of B s €
by a Guru, who pointed out to him that I
f business of & Vellalan to il ‘
. wear a crown, and that men's’ prejm ’
" shocked by seeing one of Arya aysgs ol w
on the throno.” From n glance at the poe 1d e
bularies Sarsrd and ,@am@ it would be evidenv s
the three kings nbove mentwned were
“$heir Ppines being placed be
"

' 1.““5» those of Vaisyasin clos
thut hoo*imm whmh,ms we hiave scen, vé

shoal Ttbmﬂ d Banskrit works. oy
e o 8 that they Weﬂy |

. thoy were Kshatriyon. ' Tondighor state
Kalistrigns. Bralinsns W -
Kahagriyas, snd snam

w
?:g hem [{him'any castemen but Shn‘:‘;_

Lo intollectual, :.ﬁwbpmss did not at at all intyrlere
his' estimate of the intellectual dulness bf the Sha ‘ias
. o slso in another plncehapmms “The lang'ﬂ"gdu’ :
- bpen aultzmed a»nd dmmpea w{dzh immense; m‘l gl

£y

2 known’, But he hig' :
: 'tha Karlsalkadu, or black mjﬁ:on soﬂ country, in f;ha
* worthern part of Tinnevelly. In the Northern Tamil -

29 .
stceess by native Tamilian Sudras; and the highest
_rank in Tamll literature which has been reached by a

Brahiman is that of a commentaior. The commentary
of Parimelalagar on the Kural of Tiruvalluvar (a Pariar!

but the acknowledged uud deifird jrince of Tamil au-

thors} is the most classical production which has been

* wrivten in Tamil by » Brakman.” In this passage the

Biéhhp has had the pleasant task of metamor phosing a
great Shanar into w vave Braliman, and therefore his -
iden of this Shanar’s meutal calibre could not modxfy
his opinion of the un-paralicled intellectual dulness of
the Shanars. ‘

Vriting g.buut Parxmelala.gar he states in his H]S~ 5
i “The. date of this writer is un.
 $0° ‘have lived in

lisved by som

country I have always heard Parimelalagar xepresentecl i
.to have peen o Brahman, but some Pandits in Tinne-.
ve]lly— iok ‘themselves Shanars—maintain that be was

. o Shanar guru. Others assert that he was neither a

" Brahman nor a Shanar, but a Vellals.”” Here, in my
hamble judgment, it appears that the Bishop bas been
gailty either of negligence or of & want of candidness,
“not to say any thing about the bad taste in which he
had unnecessarily introduced the words “not. them-

#élijes Bhanars” perhaps to indicate self.interest which

A

LI



is oue of the fallacions tcndcn( ies 0
the Bishop included.

sent charitably guppoqe thut the
, ingsmuch a8 it uppem‘a

Bisbop bag bees;

ouly of negligence
" tenor of his nareative that he, who, |
: ykerof Tinuevelly, ought to have me
v yies e could in all parts of the cotintry;
5tmw wben he wrote the histo
A shart aoponnt of w

de all thﬁ iﬂ

ry, loft the Sn j

P u'*d in ﬂiﬁuu u.mh

The remarks, I bave: mmie aboyp m_y!
into an exam

or writers, wha
d or third ha.n
account of the :

]

- less for me to enter
ments made by many oth
ed their information at secon
" are probably not able to gwe an
1{”’, that 1s wn them.

AN

e
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ham paid any sttention o it dxt‘fc hopelessly.” Then '
iw gives the following estimate of the value of his own
_ Repow “Mony learped missionavies and native offi-
’.Ohllb acquainted with the habits and customs of the

’»peopleu i been ‘cansulted, and their opinions col~

nite questions, but the replies, as & rule,

. 1 beeﬁ go contradivtury us to raise sugpicion in res
- ogard to the valne of ine testimony.”” et ns descen(i
Jmto pavbiculaes. “The ,5 s of ln\mvoliy,”wmﬁeﬁ
pavorend missionary, *have ]mt wow had their heads

R

: turned by an shened tinet written to prove that the
_Bhanars ave descendants of the great warrior caste.
“I'They do not merely mean that they were the original
Icinig of she,soil, but ﬂm& #hey are descended from the
Aryan Ksham iyae.”

& “One of their proofs 18 the existence of o gold coin
“,which is ealled popularly ‘Shanar cash’ owing to its
‘huving a4 cross: which resembles o Shanar’s palmyra
ls, | Iwhich is well-known to be & Venetion coin,
vlng the Latin D u x upon it, and a figure of the
Doge ef Venice, and one of the Virgin.”” With all de-
‘ ference to this “‘reverend missionary” I am lod to think
that he has worn his own head too lightly not to Iose.
' als assertions contained in the first part of this exw
M Bre 8o vague that no notice need be taken of them
BTo, especially alter the remarks I have already made
e Wrbh referenoe 40 the writings of B1shop Caldwell, Tt~
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{5 not easy, t00, to conceive how the exlstenbe Of B "
?9\ gold coin can be alleged by the Shanars to be ‘one ﬂ
i1 the proofs that they are descended from the ;
¢ Ksbhatriyus. It may &t best prove only that IO@G

o thmrm;oesfors bave been kings. Again, it is nopiSle
*hn.ﬁ fhe.reverend missionary means by his “Shanss
éi pulmyra pole.”  The cross to which he refers se '
& have a greater resemblange o the szywm 'ﬁ“ Zitel

g; cotiv's) wand than to wny. poLq in the pogsesmon 2 of
" Bhauwr. Thore are alia . a thqugand aud one oth i
"?".71 thiugs which may be said to be fapre. are . less simugrs,
5 to the cross on the coin. This. bemg 8t ! y shouldy
" thé coin, the Venctian coin, be called after’ He'huine o
the Shanars P The name 8 gime itsell Lud alroady
" in thecountry, and if the object mc'mtby {ho word,}
narcash’ wag nothmg but the Venctlian coiny the il t
' ‘"ﬂ”“ ;people, of the country conld have eas:ﬂy Iﬂﬂd" 0“
the pola and callod the coin ‘Silooval ondh” T
‘Blanar dash’ is fonnd ‘by the reverend gentlemds, Wb\
)bé hOne ot'he'r than tbe vvcmtmv aom what does ke
mﬁqh - @@wrdsTE, ;".
tl‘-. ,;Lp.&an'n a.nd wovernl 3 ‘bom# which 8
exilmd in, bhe eountry? If the

B e Tt
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published in the yoar 1834, de-
fines #rapT 8 TS 4S A “gold coin having ﬂxe impress
sion of & toddy man.”  In 1802, Doctor Winslow res
ferrmg 4o this coin siys ibiga Qur dsre said to have
" been invented by w mn of the #73 @7 caste.” From
ghase two authorities it wounld appear that there was
in 1834, a coin which actd: ly bore the figare of a
toddy man, and that even in '62 thore wasno question
¥ ghout the gxistence of & Shanar coiny but that Doctor
; ngitow was only doubtful whether it was really in-
 youtsd by & porson of the Shanar casts. I have also
" in the course of my own inguiries met with mon of all
ua.stes who say that they have seen the true Shanar
ith gheir 0 wn eyes. A Enrasian gentleman from

\"nang‘ai o it A 51

Jor, in his dictionsry

3 his lfmmgu seenw true Shanar
-+ goin at Bangalore abont!40 yeats ago. From all the
f\igregomg‘ circutastances I think I cansafely say, with.
‘ot laying myself open to the retort of having had my
‘own head turned, that it is highly probable thatin
days gone by there was a truc Shanar coin, and that
the 'Yenotian coin came to be styled ‘Shanar coin’ by
Alliterate people in consequence of the partial resem.-
blance it bore to the genuine one. If gl ars, gd
_&TS and sBenrdars have taken their names, as Rott«
'*kr and Winslow define them, from the several figures
DYy bore, it is just that @rer & & r& alsoshould have
,:xao walled after the figure of the toddy man it bore.
Meore; ﬁhan two or three occasions I have had shllhngs




- i R

e ekl

: 34

ploaomed to me in the place of Banng pxec('s, ﬂla Qu
£ aman offered to me a florin supposing that it WM af
" 1o end’of

EHE [we Marco Polo who visited (_,bu]a at t
] thirteenth rentury Tevorded the fact that pnpgg moné!: h

£ was then current in the Celostial Empire. Bt 4 during,
: rians thoﬂgh

the last hundred years or soeven antiqua
~ that Marco Polo was mistaken, and that no paper mom ;
ey could bave been in yse theu. Sir Pope Hm o
however, produced a specimen of the paper n! *‘? :
questton, about s yehr ago, nd sot their doubts ab res'b.

- gonerally by these caste historia.ns are pr bt
) pa.r “with the specimen above given. )
convince the particular caste for whom they were comf
posed, while othér classes of the community treat
.. with seorn and dlabehef It is very likely ‘that &ﬁf

' -biooéﬂ of information. also has been glven 10, him by thﬁ:-

“learned missionaries and the anative officials’: op:
sulted by him. 1 can then in my tarm tell him qg' ,
W His readers that mnany ruspect«,}ble and inte \hglmt
gpt\tlemen of alnost all casten; Mvw mjd e that ih

f‘

NE

S

l wM‘e qmte convinced that the ‘dhanars are Kslbi
‘yadl | A A Brahman gemblema.n who is well-versed
sauskmt*wntes W me to say that it is en Jy' z

that the Shanarsare Kshatriyas. And nm& ;g{f e

of common dbitee T may ack the nwmr to read

tsengfe literature™ of the Shan-x,m hxmwlf and then

Lo

ey

- . sb;]ed “éﬂwnéﬁ ‘

= of his roport :
- tmes :mde no cldim

" Bouthern “India who has 1o

A

(l/ﬁ v

«soorn and dighelief.”
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Mg whisther ho froats it with

The Doctor writes &t prae 141 of the 'ﬁrgt voh'lme
Indiain ancierit

«e kings of Sorithern ;
1o descent from {he warrior

The Doctor alone hias been o strafige? in
t known the fact that the
descent from the warrio®
castos, rsally adzmtwd

Again at page 162, the Toctor ctpes)..ksof the “Palm‘ '
cultnator castes (Shanars)” and of ‘tphe various castes
engaged in palm cnltivation.” I do not object to the
- expression ¢‘palm cultivator castes,’” but why should

“the warions, cadbes, engspged in palot cultivation™ be
4 Tystery fo me. Wyen it the souths

eastes.”

'klrm did make claim to
and that their claim was unive

‘ern digtricts of thls Presidency Pariars, Mussalmang,

E

1

pf his pen. transfomn all “the varions castes engm‘ed in

T gaowrite B

" Vellalars, and Vadoogard are here and there engfzgcd

. the cultivation of palm trees. It is, however; no

: doubt & matter for congratulation to the Shanars that
i hag pot yet fallen to the lot of the venerable "Doctor
Consus Repout for the whole of Asia, Ifit
gvor should, as the pahinira pal, nob to speak of the
* other specios of palin, is sail to be found native along the
" eéntive northorn shores of the [udian Ocean from the

moush of the Tirris to New (fuinea, he would, at a stroke

:T"‘“n‘i'l'n enltivation” into  Shanars, and laconically
. ‘ﬂvdd that thc peenhs ity of any one of them is “more or



Splarin

16
: "kss“ fottnd among “‘all the Bhanar tribos.?
{The following are s fow of the s statoments

i ‘mve n«bso!ubely false, gud for which the Doctar's uwn
4 W"nﬁc imagination or that of his 1rresponsibie
' gnd “native hoﬁiéh

%J gsible “learned missionaries’
als n.cqnmnbed with the habits and customd
{ " ple is to be hold gngworable.
) _#The Shmnm of Tinnevelly : and the soﬂ'oh of .hi
are also called Itavqr " Tbe ‘Shanars

softhe_

M

i pemmnla

i hhe. Jiavars sre two dxstmotmm.g _

- i opp the Tinnevelly: Districk thésj arg'ili Tt;d/qﬁ x
i Ave families; ub these intormarty.” ‘They "dofnot. ig
r " termdrry..

where a hard- working, ‘
1y of flesh and fisk 8%
extmot from

. . %The Shanars areevery

Bt ﬁnstnons people, eating free
. nking the toddy . and apirit they '.
{galm, trees.” They do mot oxtract any spirit | Frot
the palm treck, nor “Othe drink toddy of ferment
" palz jmce. m’h. i Mw saiqd that the Shansrs. .
. of tM L} % Sriion. g c&refn s
iy thie mow"p\mc%ﬂm : IR

i .%3“‘* doxual rduhnms are extremoly loose i
o canfe/ (1 nd E\mﬂar customs sre

Ty
i

Wi‘{ﬂﬂ their (Shannm' ‘pelig
08¢ of all aboriginbl’ people

: 48 aboriginal, Aryan, Semitic, or all three at once, 08F

‘ be gathered by the reader from what T have already

: Baid about the demonolatry of the Jhanars. Bub the

‘ :;:zf?:‘ cannot be sufliciently condemned for his wild

(‘.‘,omp:;1 about the relations of the sexes among them.
“Sehich dl:::? or odious, or I can bere tell the reader
*Vf which clasr: Southern India, or which sub-division
ﬂhﬂ respect. I“;hsouulmn India is most notorions in
all therofore for the present content

1
.T:’w;i‘;esl;a;za;’:em:per not the Doctor’s Shapars
‘ ehﬁtp% class, in all bt()) :}f e chastest classes, if not the
~Ims e personal o Douth India, - Any porson who
hingelt dodibtp go of the Shanars will find
hiroined. Lo admit that the relations of

of the

. 8eXeS a,mcng t‘hem are
- 48 11 d i
 #aco on the £aco of the 'worg11d s among #hy class or

[RX

Mr. A J. 8 :
- BDistriet” het:::'::; In“ his “Wannal of the Tinnevell
"+ be mortly Shum:, Tlle Kshatriyns are suspected tz
who are [
. them v ond of
‘ selves titles which imply a Jigher ;:;g?:;lg N
e so-

.‘-v»accoxd of other. castes.

- Briwilli ,
the aar:v";;tz ?1; k. Without even whispering [a
‘ y reader that there is no Rajput colomy

4

* tayielf w
ith the counter assertion that the Sh‘mﬂ.rs——-

The only other writer whom 1 shall now noti -
¢ notice is

‘ cial scale than
that assigned to them by tho general

“colony in the distri There is, however, a Ra)puh:"z
let, namoly at Rajapoliem in the ‘

t
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at Rajapoliem, I shall dispose of this remark summa-
rily with the observation that the language here uﬁcd} =

is too strong for one who has done nothing but pin hi#
opinions to the sleeves of others. He ought to haves

. found it very convenient to think by ' proxy, for €%
Jogising Bishop Caldwell he says that he has laboured i
amapg the Shanars aé & missionary for upwards of:
. -thirty years, and there can bo no better authority than,
o he 1 need niot say here that years alone are 10t
 gnifipient gueranty of trath or wisdom. Trath 8
truth though it mny-happ'eﬁ t?, be: gﬂt‘eie’d by & bé,bi,
and falgehood can never become trath-#imply bec:msg
it emanates from the mouth or pen P o ’mehh
aring bis long stay it
many opportu

% 1t has to he conceded that, d
. Pimmevelly, {he Bishop must have had

the truth with regard to the origin

dar finds;

Shanar race. But if tho ves .;
y(prl;s,‘ ih t, ‘

4 ’ nities of knowing
g ‘\-;i’p.nc_i history of the
W n g exdmibation of Bishop Caldwell's
in spite 'of his tall telk and ponderous WW’MW s
_suceeeded in disoavering only the nre’s nest, De will
agrea withyme in thinking that the Bishop has made
L worso use 9f & considerable rpart jof his invaluable
et of time then fthe man in the ph,“‘a. b who wad
b 1)‘1 \t,d“;v»g?;member‘ that to bury his talent I B
“:Wp;dl“i{‘ be attended with no loss of pnqrgy ;
¥frand do 10 barm to any of bis neighbours. |

?'-", Now, my dear 1‘0&(161'2 beforg‘f conclude these ve- .

39 ‘
1?’ml‘ks T wish to draw your attention to the conse-
ql?ences, past, present, and futare, of these writingsof
;Blshop Oaldwell. The immediate result of his “Tinpe-
;’:lly Shanavs” in Tinnevelly was & disgraceful and
rea:}iimus S‘.:hism in the Tinnevelly Church, The
, especially if he is a Christian, may ghudder to :

i 1be told that such a serious and deplorable division im. = %

th .
e camp of the Tinnevelly Church has been the out-

B sieom 1
& 'Mi:y(’f" ,]:L;Imp Caldwell’s unwise and ghortsighted
i , yob I can assure him that T am gatisfied it has

'ibeen #o. If Bi

on afterltfhfmhog Ca}flwell bad been a wiser man

b lamont blpnbhc?tlon of his “Tinnevelly Shanars”

ing Ghumhaofe';ent in thg once begutiful and grow-
Al fnée?eux 00916. have been easily avert-

CHi

i
&

" ed! i

Roforring bo thin sohia the emes o
erring to this schism the learned author of “The

't Trident v
t Trident, the Crescent and the Cross” says: “Caste
ys: ‘fas

prejudices seem to ‘have origi

A nu ginated this m

C&Sten;:?;niii:n&; conve-rts wished to uphoolrie!::::;' '

stbion (N&Zzu-et‘h.) . ho missionary in charge of the

followed as th resisted the tendency ; the schism |
he consequence of his opposition.” ' -

well.
| i

Another v ) SE
ex result of his writings is that the feolings .- R
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 dnity, and growth'of th Tinuevdlly Church, if Bishog¥

£ calculable injury he has infl

Qf gl the Shanar people of South India, whetber they = .
Christians or not, have been unneeessarily offend- 2
d. Even the Bishop’s towdeater curses him behind.
hiis back.” Almost all the Clristian  Shanars hast

been led to louk upon Furopean missionaries with dis
Iutelligent Hindu:

and consequent]

From thid
gigns of th
the peace;

Lrnst and sometimes with hatred.

Shanars have no coufidence in them,
thers is no fricndly feeling between them,
state of things and from varions other
times it appears t@ ‘me not to augnr well for

Caldwell does not hasten to m(éﬁsfi‘xpep’d"s. fop the in<
icted Wpon thie Bhagiar rac
or in {rying to do Wwhats,

either by his cacoethes seribends,
according to his

_ he perhaps once thought to be his duty
5 own lights.

Bishop Caldwell's works have thrust the Shanars
and every vils®

to 4 position of unenviable notoriety,

inn of » scribbler now-a-days ventures to write a8 .

if‘hﬁ were fluit'ﬁl.:“(’ip@im“d uf.ﬂm Non-Aryan 01"

“abprigrinal origin oi,m\d'ahmhﬁmﬂi'w degraded con="!
and & thousm’ﬁ th um“&srﬂw,pmnw which™

Ero beihg.‘qomplimomttiry to the Shanars.

o Has ‘t’ﬂ‘fjﬂn,kiﬂ consequence of Bishop CAJ
"'wéfﬂ‘s,wc;)'rkgv;mé;ﬂ#fh“('ﬂasses of Christians have be
tanght 10 Yoghrd “c‘d&t@ a8 8 Quasi'.sacred institllxﬁyv
. which is respected and mafle‘much‘ of sven by Eu;‘opé i

GRS

e
s

a5
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" Missionaries, and therefore they now gleave to it

" with a degree of attachment and tenacity which i3
4 seldom met with even among Hindas. Christians
; are thus divided, while caste; gfé‘m‘i,_
w every day.

alag! is gaining

ons to a closé
de o feeble ab-
leamant:

o B I shall how bring these ohservati
- Compelled by civenmstauces, I have ma
tempt to perform a duty which has not been P
for that reason desire

to myself. T do not, however,
ence and

the reader to treat my remarks with indulg
~ forbearance. If he docs mb simple justice I shall feel

A myself e;ceedingly happy. ‘Poetry, Geography, Mo-

ral Hssuys, the diverdi subjects of Philosophy, Travels,
Nattiral Hidbory, bboks o Sciencés, and,in short, the
whole range of book-knowledge is before you; bub
there is one thing always to be gharded against and’

. “tha{; is, not to admire and appland an)" thing yOu’rw]'::

trierely because it is the fushion fo admire and applsﬂ;é:"“

: i.t. - Read, consider well what you read, form"vafaw“f-“
‘ gud?mmt, aud stand by that judgment in despite of the
sayings of what are called learned men, antil fact or
Mgumeflt be offered to convines yom of your error.
i One “1’“‘791’ pmises‘another ; and it is very possible for
ﬁntexs s0 to combine as to cry down and, in some gorty

‘30. destroy the reputation of any one who meddles.
“#with the combination, unless the person thus. Msﬁiiﬂd:

bs blessed with uncommon talent and uncm.ﬂlx;on pers’ ‘

L T:’"‘fij -

: . .
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severance.” If the reader will follow this Soﬁ”d;.;u. k!
! 2 X once in a ;:

vice given by William Cobbett, he will be S

' position to exclaim with him: “This, as far as .I rec

léch, wad the first enumcipatibn that bes @S#wd m‘_’ﬁ%

! in say reading. T have, since that time, nevér. wkef

any thing upon trust: I have judged for m'ys_el .

* prusting neither to the opinions of writers nor in the,
'fﬁshidns of the day.” : :

[
Tt i
y»w i u.,.l.;

3 : k]
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About the same time AriyaNayaga Moodaliyar
is represented as having waged war unsuccessfully for
about six months with five independent kings in the

- pouth who are called wESpuy. Rrrerisd in the

: " manuscripts.  These five kings were Shanars, or '
nghatriyas and are now known by the name we8@ .
a,@ﬁ BT LT &6, :

Tmnevelly” Mr. Thomas Turnbull writes :
" of Yemote antiquity this province formed pa.rt of the
-~ great Pandian dynasty, the capital of which was Ma-
wyra ; and was divided into principalities and st&hes :
minated Naads, governed by a mnoble race of -
Princes, whose title and designation was .
4 Chakrawarti Pandi Ra,Ja,h their government
onarchical and despotic, each possessing an ins
2 government, independent of one another; their
cosssion was hereditary.” The rulers of the Naads
eore called Nadans or Nadalkal.

In his “Geogra.phmal and Statistical Mamou' of B
“In times . .~
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