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// Archmological Survey, which I might have prepared during next monsoon,

- And, owing to the very small number of native assistants I have been able to obtai
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From Dr. J. BURGESS, Archwmological Surveyor, Western and Southern India,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Rdmesvaram, 6th F ebruary 1883,
No. 13. o :

I have the honor to inquire when the sculptures that were packed at Amardvati
last season may be expected in Madras.

2. It will be remembered that, after the Madras Government had decided to -
have them removed, the Government of India requested that they should be left at
Amardvati until Major Cole could visit the place. This, I believe, hie has done some
time ago.

8. - It was my intention to have completed the materials collected last year by
photugraphs and drawings made from the stones I had packed as soon as they arrived
2i Madras and to use the whole in the first volume of the Reports of the Madrag
T
delay that has occurred will necessarily prevent my completing the materials for t,]f]i:
volume during the present season. And, as the work done during one working season
has all to be inked in and finished during the following monsoon, it will be Impossible
to.kave this present scason’s work ready for publication before the middle of 1884,

n
I am not sure that it will be desirable to publish this season’s work by itself. The
scason 18 not finished yet however, and I can hardly form a correct estimate of what
the total outturn of work may yet be.

4. Itis, however, most desirable that I should be furnishgd with full information
respecting the Amardvati Marbles, that I may arrange accor dingly for the completion

of the materiais for my report upon them.

No. 395.

Referred to the Collector of Kistna for early report with reference to G.0., 6th
November 1882, No. 1325, Miscqllaneous. ’
(Bigned) E. 8. LAFFAN,

164k February 1883, Acting Under Secy. to Gopt.

From Captain H. H. COLE, R.E., Curator of Ancient Monumen

N t 3 .
the Chief Secretary to Government, dateé_l Madras, s 1t India, to

2nd D
No. 711, soombor 1882,
I have the honor to submit a ‘memorandum op the
Amardvati Tope containing suggestions for promoting its se
what remains of its historical sculptures,

present condition of the
curity and for conserving
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Excrosure. ‘

Memorandum on the Pres.nt Condition of the Amardrati Tope, dated Masulipatam, the 24th November
1882.

1. I have just returned from a careful inspeetion of the Buddhist ruins at Amardvati and
have had the advantage of conferring with Mr.
Iorsfall, Collector of the Kistua District, who
perintended the excavations ordered by the Duke of Buckingham in 1880. I also met Mr.
Mickenzie, the Sub-Collector, and Mr. Grant, the BExecutive Engineer, at Amardvati itself, and
« 1 mow able to give a description of the remains of the tope and its sculptures, and to offer an
opimon on the best means of preserving them.

2. Pamgraph 7 of the accompanying report on Amardvati and the panoramic sketch

. attached to it will explain the condition of the
tope after the excavations of 1880 had been
completed.

3. Sinee then Dr. Burgess, Archieological Surveyor for Western and Southern India,
spent upwards of a month, belween Deceriber
. ) 1881 and January 1882, in examining the tope
and in selecting and packing those seulptures which he considered worthy of removal to the

adras Museum. These stones—numbering 175—were carried to the bank of the river Ilistna,
about half g mile north of Amarivati, where they now are in a fenced enclosure and under the
care of a native custodian. It is scaveely necessary to sav that the stones comprise the finest
8011113_t§1res and the most important historical records of the oreat tope.  They appear to me in gond
condition and undamaged by the recent fioods.  They had been taken out of their cases to be freed
from the straw which euveloped thens, and, as far as I was able to judge, the action of the water
had beneficially cleaned the carvings. °

Visit to Amarfvuti,

Previous report on Amardvati.

Dr. Burgess's work at Amaravati.

4. The number of stono sculptures ai

Number of Seulptnres at” Amarévati. B .
- Amardvati are as follows :—-

(a) Sculptures of Dr. Burgess’s selection on the river-bank .. .. 175
(8) Sculptures at the Tope—
In a shed to the north, in boxes .. .. .. .. 8
0. do. loose - .o .. 43
In situ . .. .o 195

— 246

Total ..o 421
Of those that are i stftu, 1.e., on the circular area covered by the tope and railings, therg are
several that are undoubtedly in their original places, and from these the position of the railing
and that of the mound, which must have been in the centre, can be clearly traced.

5. At the northern entrance nearest to the village of Amarévati is the shed in which are
the stones deposited in 1877 by Mr. Sewell (sco
. panoramic sketch and references in red). His
excavations extended from K to L along the circumference, the remainder of which was exca-
vated by Mr, Horsfall in 1880, Passing round to the west, the stone térrace at the parts
marked A is still remaining, although a good deal damaged. At Ba portion of th.e'outer railing
i8 in its original position. Further round there is another piece of railing in position (D), and
the southern entrance (F) may be traced by the pieces of railing and masonry which still

Present State of the Ruins.

remain. Passing round to the east & large slab (G) is erect, and further on is o portion of the

outer railing H.  Besides these stones, which indicate part of the outline of the original structure,
there are various smaller fragments and masonry slabs in position to complete the demarcation
of the reiling and plinth of the tope itself.

6. Of the 246 stones recorded as being now at the tope, a small proportion go to make up
those that remain fixed in position. A good
many lie scattered round and about the railings,
but the greater number are in the centre of the circle, to which position they were removed for
Dr: Burgess’s operations.

7. I cannot believe that the shattered condition of the masonry and its carvings can be
attributed to the natives of Amarivati, who are
mostly Hindus. It is true that the grandfather
of the Present Zemindar is known to have removed brick and stone from the central mound to

uild his palace and for the purpose of adding to the temple close to it, but he would have been
simply concerned in getting the material and ot in wantonly defacing the sculptures or smashing
up the stone blicks. The demolition of the mowhd as well as the ruin of the surrounding
railings and eutrances had been effected before we first knew of the tope through Colonel
Maelsenzxe in 1316; 1 believe that the rea/ destroyers were the Muhammadans, who, under the

Stones at the Site.

Original Cause of the Ruin of the Tope.
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Iconoclast Alamgir, conquered the district and established themselve in +.a forts of Kondapil]i u

and Kondavid in the neighbourhood. ) ) P
Such destruction as Alamgir was wont to deal on all femples of che hated 1dol-worship sors

would have left the sculptures scattered round the tope. The subsequent demolition f tle i

central mound by the Zemindar would have covered them vP With layers of earth and debri ol

which the subsequent excavation of the tank in the centre (of more probab}y digging for treasy, )
would have contributed. I am assured by Mr. Horsfall that the excavatmp of 1880 overturn}y
no stones from their original places ; that the sculptures laig¢ bare were not injured by the pr
of excavation ; and that the central mound had previously disappeared, and no relic or stope-,
were found on its site. i

8. Some mischief has, no doubt, been perpetrated by natives using the lime-stone for burn.

) ing into lime, and some wilful chipping of
sculptures has occurred, but I. believe that the
prime ruin was caused as stated by the Muhammadans. Looking to the.compar_atwely good cond;-
tion of the unbroken sculptures, which are over 1,500 years 9/, there 18 nothing unusual in the
climate to cause special deterioration to any of the masonry sarvings which Government may seel
to preserve on the spot. 1he question of cocal custody is” edsily d‘;“{""*‘ed of by the provision of 4
substantial wall, an iron gate, and a native custodian to keep the key. ll}e place is now easily acces-
sible to any idle boy who wishes to pass away his time in hammering off carved surfacos, but
it is really surprising to me how little evidence there is of damage of this kind.

9. Dr. Burgess’s intentions were to have removed the 175 stones—now taken half g mile
away to the river-bank—and to have deposited
: them at the Madras Museum. I do not know
where they could be placed at the Madras Museum, which 8 already far too overerowded, unlesg
they were displayed in the open grounds. Here, horwerver, trey would be subject 1o the more destrug-
tive atmospheric conditions of a town. As I have stated in my note on Amarévati of the 1]1th May,
casts are as good as originals for all scientific purposes ; and, if casting is undertaken, copies can he
sent to as many Museums in India or KEurope as like to pay 1i-hl_3 cost of a set. The removal of the
stones from Amarévati has, I submit, but a single argument in its favor, viz., that Amardvat; is
at present very inaccessible. Looking, however, to the future, are we justified in supposing that
Amardvati and the fertile Kistna District will always be 150 miles from a railway ? It g
increasing in wealth, and is now, with its annual revenue of over forty lakhs of rupecs, the third
richest district in the whole of Madras. Should Haideraba(l_ be connected as proposed with the
East Coast, the line of railway must pass near Amaravati and so make it easily accessible to
travellers and savants. :

Recent Mischief and Local Custody,

Removal of Stones to Madras.

10. 'The recommendations T beg leave to
submit for the conservation of the Amardvati
TOPG are as follow :—

(1) The masonry terrace-rails and fragments now in their proper positions and deseribed
at paragraph 5 of this note should be rendered secure. The existing portions of
terrace should be relaid on concrete and in cement. The 1"&118 .should be supported
in their places by a solid foundation of concrete and by using iron bars to prop the

. uprights and hold them in position. _

(2) All the fragmentary sculptures should be collected and placed under a permanent
shed in the centre of the circular enclosure. .. .

(3) The bank of earth formed round the tope by the demolition of the mound in past

ears should be gently sloped off so as to prevent the falling in of earth, such as
fx,as occurred during the last rains. This will probably lead to the discovery of
more stones ; two fresh ones had been partly revealed in the bank and were got out
during my visit by Mr. Mackenzie, the Sub-Collector. .

(4) A masonry wall seven feet high should be erested round the ruins and have an
entrance gate at the north under lock and key. )

(6) Near this gate should be a small house for the native custodians,

1. TIn regard to the 175 carved stones at the river-bink, I should, if free to dq what
I thought Vest, take them back to the gite of the
tope and send casts of them to the Madras and
other Museums where Asiatic antiquities are appreciated. This course I strongly commend to
Government.  The consercation of the structure will not be promoted by still further seattering its
component parts, and I do not see what special benefit wiil be secured by removing the originals to
the Madras Museum as proposed. The Amarévati Tope is the most important and ornate Buddhist
Casts. Monument known to exist in the Madras Presi.

s dency, and this will, T think, be most, fittin
acknowledged by having casts of its best sculptures made for Museums in India and in Europ% Y
12.  Any attempt to restore the structure—unless it is possible to ascertain with certainty
Repairs. the former position of partion’ar portions— g

o . most undesirable, but the Major ty of the stape
are easily identified as being parts of the railing or plinth, ¢nd their retention af ¢ Thont:

Recommendations for Preservative Remedies.

Disposal of the Sculptures at the River-bank.

tion at the Amardvat; -
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o tve all the best Amarivati seulptures  photographed, and,
" Liotographs, if the rccommendations in this note ure adopted,
. dm?n . 1530 s the benag - completion photographs should illustrate the
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PN of G Irofes: it 1 sraphier to take the negatives (which should become the pro-
Jor printing Y & permanent process), as amateur work is usually unsatis-
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it he necessar ’ i i i
v to ehaxge a specinl officor with the duty of carrying out these sug-
gestions, and the arrangements will, 1 hope, be.

casts and 1’»hot0gmbhy, will probably 1,4 some Rs n;?):)% ke ut once.Tho cost, exclusive ¢
3. 5,000,

(Signed) IT. 1. COLE, Captain, R.E.,

Curator of Ancient Monwments in Indid.

L4

Special Officer for Repairs.

Nou. 451,
logie,

il Surveyor of Southern India for an expression Of‘
recommendations, and more esperially on the question of

a“ ~ . ., . [ (¥
'35 opposed to removal to, and exhibition in, a Muscum regarde
view of archwological rescarch.

27th Fe o 1QRa Signed ¢. G. MASTER
l Fc//rumy 1883, (Signed) Chief Secr;tary.

. Referred to the Archee:
oPinton on Captain Cole’s
preservation Jn sty

F * . M QL . . .
o ({u(t I ?OREEAT‘I“ 133(1-, Collector of the Kistna District, to the Chicf
ctary to Government, dated Masulipatam, 3rd March 1883, No. 575.

Febrlllsr;,b%};éo the Order of Government, Public Department, No. 395, of the 20th
“mardvati mr; ; ]upon Dr. Burgesg’s lotter inquiring when the marbles now packed at
were not deg ( )t }) © eXpec:ted A0 Madras, I have the honor to statc that. these x_narblcs
the issy fbp atched during the current year, pending Captain Cole’s inspection and

€ of specific instructions regarding their disposal. Should the Government

80 orde i i
Ko elﬁ ,a‘rrang'emonts can be made for their removal in June or July next after the
a has received a sufficient supply of water.

No. 524.

. Commllpicatgd to the Archaological Surveyor of Southern India for an expreg-
sion of llls Views In connection with Captain Cole’s letter referred to him by endorse-.
ment, No. 451, of 27th ultimo.

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,

12th March 18883. Chuef Secretary.

From Dr. J. BURGESS, Archwological Surveyor, Western and Southern India,
to the Chief Secretary to (overnment, dated Gujarat, 9th March 1883, No. 24.

] I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your No. 451 of 28th ultimo, with
Major Cole’s memoranda, dated 11th May and 24th November, relative to the Amard-
vati Tope, and requesting my opinion thereon. )

. 2. Before adverting to the main purport of the papers, T may notice two points:
P trst—Major Cole has so emphasized his theory that ¢ the real destroyers” of the
Amardvati Stupa were the Muhammadans that it may be as well to observe that all

the evidence is against him. When Colonel Mackenzie first uncarthed the many slabs .

marked on his plan (which Major Cole has reproduced in the papers under considera-
tion), the hungan figures were nowhere defaced in the way Muhammadans 1_1mversal]y
treat such i“;'zgel‘y, nor is there a particle of evidence to show that the rails had not

been covered dver by debris centuries before the birth of ¢ the Iconoclast Alamgir.”

Agath, of the stones excavated and left on the spot by Colonel Mackenzie, wo know
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rom the testimony of his own drawings and of Ll wWiafer 'l that all b:d disap-
If)eared between 13?:‘19 and 1848. We find others h\%? sntef Hindu te iples 3111)(1
wells that were constructed between the time of the destryjetiog ¢f the €' atral Stupa
by the old Hindu Zemindar in the lattor half of last ceatury ana !¢ ., the first visi/
of Colonel Mackenzie. All this and other evidence that I need not here adduce goc

to show that Major Cole is quite mistaken in his beli>f that * #he prime ruin” was .

caused by the Muhammadans.

3. Secondly, in paragraph 14 (page 4) of his repoi, Major Cole tries to make 01;.{3)g _

that I advocate different policies in Bombay and in Madras Presidericy wi| vo- 47
the preservation of remains i situ. Nothing could be nore inacourate ; the best reply
to such a charge will be found in my correspondence with the Madras Government

with reference to the Govindapuram Fort and the Udayagiri temple.

4. As to the main question, I remark that Majir Cole (in paragraph 12 of his
memorandum of 24th November) grants that any attempt at restoration of any portion
of the Amardvati Tope is impracticable, and, though in paragraph 11) he speaks of
¢ the conservation of the structure,” he admits that thire Is no structure to conserve,
On his own showing, therefore, the remains do not com: within the scope of his duties
auy morc than the stupas at Sopdrd or at Bhdrhut, or a1y of the remains excavated by
General Cunningham, or even my present excavatpns here. Such remains are
entirely archwological in character and are best lett to the disposal of the Government

and the Superintendent of the Aychaological Survey o the Presidency to which they' *

clone. If General Cunningham may arrange what 18 to be done at Bhirhut or
Elsew%ere without reference to Major Cole, it may be eft also to the Madras Govern-
ment and myself to arrange what is best to be dome at Amarévam’. T}ps view [
believe would be fully supported by the Government o India. But, if Major Cole is
allowed to interfere in this instance, it may afterwards be usg,d as a preced_ent 'for his
interference with General Cunningham’s ngk a8 wédl as mine, and, gonsxdqrmg the
porsonal animus he has already manifested, this might lead to further difficulties.

5. On the simple ground alone of the remains being purely archaological in
character, Government need have no dnfﬁculty in decidng to carry out the operations
begun last year under my recommendation. Of their ;@roprlety I believe every one at
alloacquainted with the circumstances—such as the Coliector, Mr. J. Horsfall ; the Sub.
Collector, Mr. G. Mackenzie ; the Engineer, Mr. Grant; the former First Asﬁlstgnt
Collector, Mr. R. Sewell—will agree .wn;hout hesitaton Wlt'h me, ’And, if scientific
opinion is required, the Government might ask Genera Cunningham’s,

6. As to Major Cole’s proposal to lift the fragments of the old terrace and relay
the slabs “ on concrete and in cement,” I cannot refran from entering a very strong
protest against such a course. It would destroy the 0)\1_y portion of the original still
loft as the buildess laid it down. Moreover Major Col 18 not aware that the construec-
tion of this terrace reveals a curious chapter in th: history of the stupa, and all
antiquarians would have cause to regret his ill-consideied interference with it.

7. Major Cole’s proposed masonry wall seven fect 1igh round the site might, I fear
be only a temptation to Telugu boys—natives of a hilly eountry—to chmb overit, I
have already informed Government that I intend revisitng and making further excava-
tions at Amardvati, and perhaps this wall might be deliyed at least till I have done so.

8. For the preservation, as far as possible, of the slabs left on the site and not 4
situ, T would approve of the suggestion to erect a shed over them in the centre of the
area and to protect the place by means of a guardian.

9. A whole year has already been unnecessarily lost, and I would now respect-
fully submit the following for the approval of Governnent :—

(1) That Government should carry out the arringements previously sanctioned
and have the stones packed removed to Madras as soon as the river and
canals will permit. The slabs to be remyved include those on the river
bank, eight in the small shed near the site, and those from J aggayyapet
now at Bezvdda. .

(2) The stones should only be unpaeked at Malras under my owr. supervision
or orders, as it is my intention to photog-aph them to scale; and this cap
best be done, and with least risk of injury, as each is opened out.
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Prnper%jgcgﬁ’“‘il the whole of the slabs to be removed cannot be

\, 1n the ,f;(_‘l llzlteit lél ﬁhe Madras Museum, some of them may be placed
a2 L fi} chool of Arts, where a few good specimens would be
as an Setulas models.  But, if the Museum is to serve its purpose

! an educationa’ agenc ;o :
' the natura] ProdLct~;Oand’yt,hﬂepmt‘%1te provision will have to bo made
¢ ; e antiquarian collecti d be

. O want of space for these slabs, 1 ollections, when thore nee

n
4 et
N ( )/IfMdilgzlgcalIe can nduce other Governments to pay the expense of casts
Con Saperinte;ldu,setuqs’ these might be made under the supervision of the
s c‘n o’ the Madras School of Arts.  They could be made very
leaper at Madras than at Amardvati, and the possession of the

originals wi 4 ‘ . .

l?seu né:'wﬂl savs the Madras Government the expense of casts for their
10.  Trusting t - )

ment, T have, &c.g at these suggestions will be approved and sanctioned by Govern-

LE’I‘I‘ER-_t . .
0 Major-General A. QUN NINGHAM, R.E., cs.1., c.L.E., Director-General

of the ArchmO]Ogi(al Survey of India, dated Fort St. George, 22nd March

.“F 1883, Mis. No. 642, Public.
. .
rfé% CaRtoah;lIiI . H Cole, dated 2:d December T am directed by the Right Honot-
¥rom I’)r. J BﬂrWlth attached menorandum. able the Governor in Council to transmit to
Ne or I gess, dated 9th vlarch 1883, Yyou the papers marginally noted, and to

request the favor of an expression of your
opinion on the questions at issue between
Captain Cole, R.E., and Dr. Burgess in
respect of the Amardvati marbles.

(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,
Chief Secretary.

emorandum by Captain Qo) !
oo ole on the present
toud: 1on of the Amargvati Tope dated April

Fr .
‘ Oni;afrl' tS E(EVELL’ Esq., Acting Sub-Collector, Chingleput, to the Chief Secre-
b Y 1o Government, lated Chingleput, 29th April 1883, No. 2.

ave the

marbles af AmahODOI‘ to address Government with reference to the preservation of the

rdvati in the Kstna District.

2. These were mo
stly exsavated than thre i
fmco the Duke of Buckinghan and Chandos, . Thoso- fua 1 sssavated have. been
ear P even longer, viz., since May 1877, or for the last six years. About a
year ago Dr, Burgess packed mme of the more beautiful specimens for transmission
to the Madras Museum, and the d to the ri I{)c k 7 lay ¢ s till
ovember waiting for (,Japtain "'}:)lggr;rge?mg}' o tq_rlver-d s ,E?fy e 1d
to ] m mised inspection, and meanwhilo were expose
cas{g:aat g:;gﬁgog)lgg toa li)elary fresh in the river wh{oh swept cognpletel},r over the
But thero com 1 ppreciable damage was done according to Captain Cole’s reports.
on the Otherlila gdnsrglﬁilgﬁ tc};arza t'hef;e w%l}de:flél sgu%gt}xrest _canEot :)];a improved, and
t inly subject fo deterioration by their exposure to
f}ll(?nggzge hj;i: of hthe sun in ':h% prese(alnt iehf;;on fzng the heavy tropical rains of the
'+ A8 each year passes by and nothing is done to save them, the process of
destruction is steadily going or, and, if this treatment is continued, all the rzge beauty
of the lately-excavated marbles will be lost by their becoming weather-worn like ail
the rest previously excavated. I would, therefore, very earnestly entreat Government
to take some immediate steps t» save them. Their value is incalculable, They are
not only beautiful objects and relics of rare artistic workmanship, but they constitute:
. qlmost the only known record in the t.!w"hole of quia wrhereby we can learn the manners,
‘JUS;OII}S, czstumes, and religiors habits of the inhabitants of this country in the early
centuries A.D. )

3. Captain Cole has reported to the Government of India his desire that the
marbles should remain where tley are. Dr. Burgess desires to have them removed to
the saf:’ cotsfody of the Museun at Madras. May I respectfully request that Govern-
Weat will hasten to apply to she Government of India for definite instryctions as to

o o i e i e o rn s Sl s
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the disposal of the marbles, and have their destinau10£§i‘t§§}er‘ «rd the seulyp “ares safely
housed before the next monsoon sweeps over them. T
4. If this has already been done, I must apologize ‘or t1 "hling  yu.

From Major-General A. CUNNINGHAM, Director-General, Archwmologicuif. .

Survey, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Simla, 30th May 185;}" TR

No. 24. .

In reply to your letter, No. 642, dated 22nd March 1883, with its éh;’elos'm:ets,
asking for my opinion about the disposal of the sculptures taken from the Amargvati
Stupa, I have the honor to state as follows :—

There is so little now remaining on the side of the Amardvati Stupa that I do not
think it is worth while to attempt any kind of restoration. I am a strong advocate
for the conservation of all ancient buildings that actually exist and also for the resto-
ration of such as can be restored.” When I suggested in 1863 that the gateways of the
Sénchi Stupa might, with advantage, be removed to the British Museum, my sole
object was their preservation, as I was but too well aware of the danger to which they
were exposed if left much longer neglected. But, since Major Cole obtained his present

appointment, I have been 4 staunch advocate for the complete restoration of the Sanchi -~

Stupa. ;
: As so many of the sculptured stones have already been removed from Amardvati,
T agree with Dr. Burgess in thinking that the best thing that can now be done is to
place them under cover in the Madras Museum. There they will be both safe and
accessible. There also a certain number of the piliars might be set up with their
rail-bars and copings complete, sufficient to show what the building actuall ¥y was in its
original state.

The sculptures now lying at Ama:révati might bs collected together, as suggested
by Major Cole, in the centre of the circle of ruins, under a suitable shed, and placed
under the charge of a chokidar. Photographs should be taken of all the finer and,
more interesting specimens both at Amardvati and at Madras. If casts are to be taken,
they could be, as Dr. Burgess remarks, much more cheaply made at Madras than ut

Amarivati.

OrpEr—dated 12th June 1883, No. 1151, Public.

The Government approve of the proposals contained in paragraph 9 of the Archeo-
logical Surveyor's letter of Oth March last. The Collector of the Kistna and the
Superintendent, Government Central Museum, will be guided accordingly.

(True Extract.)
C. G. MASTER,
Chief Secretary.

To the Archaological Surveyor, Western and Southern Inda.
Curator of Ancient Monuments in India.

Collector of Kistna.

R. Sewell, Esq.

Superintendent, Government Central Museum.

Copy to the Director-General, Archeological Survey of India.
ExporseMENT—dated 12th June 1883, No. 1162, Puwlic.

Copy to the Government of India, Home Depurtment, with reference té letter
hence, No. 1001, Miscellaneous, dated 17th May 1883,

C. G. MASTER,
Chief Secyetury,

\-‘

Exd, J. W. Fischer,
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to the Government Cemtral Museum, Madras. N

- Copy to the Government of India.
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PRESERVATION OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS.

Memorandum on the Present Condition of the Amardvati Tope, dated Mawl{patam,.-thed/
24k November 1882. -

1. I have just returned from a careful inspection of the Buddhist ruins at

Visit to Amar&vati * Amardvati and have had the advantage of
) -conferring with Mr. Horsfall, Collector of
the Kistna District, who superintended the excavations ordered by the Duke of Buck- /
ingham in 1880. I also met Mr. Mackenzie, the Sub-Collector, and Mr. Grant,
the Executive Engineer, at Amardvati ‘itself, and am now able to give a description
of the remains of the tope and its sculptures, and to offer an opinion-on the- best
means of preserving them. : _ o

2. Paragraph 7 of the accompanying rt on Amardvati and the panoramic
e Panymgsk?tczl attaclied to it, will ex%lain the >
Previous report on Amarvati. condition of the tope after the excavations -
- of 1880 had been completed.

3. BSince then Dr. Burgess, Archae?olqgiloaélgurvey:r for- Vgses?m and Southern
re . ndia, spent upwards of a month, between _—
Dr. Burgess’s work Bft Amarivati. December 1881 and, January ,1’882, in Eoan
examining the tope and in selecting and packing those sculptures which he considered .
worthy of removal to the Madras Museum. These stones—numbering 175—were
carried to the bank of the river Kistna, about half.a mile north of Amardvati, where
,they now are in a fenced enclosure and under the care of a native custodian. It is
\scarcely necessary to say that the stones comprise the finest sculptures and the most
ymportant ftstorical records of the great tope. , They appear to me in good condition
and undamaged by the recent floods. They had beep taken out of their cases to be
freed from the straw which enveloped them, and, as far as I.was able to judge, the
action of the water had beneficially cleaned the carvings. '

4. The number of stone sculptures
at Amardvati are as follows :—

(a) Sculptures of Dr. Burgess’s Selection—on the River-bank . . . 175

o

Number of Sculptures at Amarévati.

L)

%

(8) Sculptures at the Tope— -
In a shed to the north, in boxes .. . .e .e 8
Do. do. . loose .e ve e .e 13.‘;

In situ
\  Total .. 421 , \

—

Of those that are in situ, i.e., on the circular area covered by the tope and railings,

- there are several that are -undoubtedly in their original places, and from these the

. sition of the railing and that of the mound, which must have been in the centre, can
gg clearly traced. ‘

9. At the northern entrance nearest to the ¥illage of Amardvati is the shed in

Proscut Btate.of th Ruins, ~ © . Weioh are the stones deposited “in 1877

- X s, by Mr. Bewell (see panoramic gketch

and references in red). His excavations extended from K to L along the circum-
ference, the remainder of which was excavated by Mr. Horsfall in 1880. Passin

round to the west, the stone teriace at the parts marked A is still remain £

. agood deal damaged. At B a portion of the outer railing is in its origlinnii ?ggiot‘iﬁl '
& Further round there is another pieve of railing in position (D), and the southern
,:é b entrance (F) may be traced by the pieces of rhiling and masonry which still remain,




I
) ~* »‘\ d’
- 7

- A 4 : ‘ N | 7 ) ” g/, . |
i L 10. The recommendations I beg
2 Recommendations for Preservative Remedies. leavz to ;ub;l.llfr fOZ at'lelsea :%ﬁif;v?-tmn of

. ati To —
! f :Lss(:lrlxirrou_?d t(}){the cast a largo glah (G) is crect, and further on is & portion :: ) 1) The masonry terrace-rails and ﬁ:;‘ienza;(’; in thgir proper positions and
ralling H,  Beg; AL ; ¢ _ e ) . cure. Th
0riginal stryc tur%, there E:Ldfzrggm Btolr;es, which indicate part of the ?“”m:itoi'(/)‘n to ‘ ( described at paragraph 6 of thlisdnl())te sllliglélinb20;21;355921139‘{']‘;"26ment‘f
complete the demarcat, us smaller frugmonts and masonry slabs 1 po : existing portions of terrace should be re lid foundati ¢
) , cation of the railing and plinth of the tope itself. N The rails should be supported in their places by !;.1 tSO 1 S ﬁg{ld at}ll(‘):lln (i)n

Of the 246 stones recorded as being now at the tope, a smull proportion g9 : concrete and by using iron bars to prop the uprights an

Stoues at the Rite, to make up those that remain fixed 1D L
P

: : position. 1d be collected and placed under a
round apgd about the " position. A [._;ood many lie scatit:cle 1 g - (2) All the ﬁ%i?:gt?éﬁhzcgéﬁgge:f :llllglzircular enclosure. ,
\to whiot poattiy he railings, but' the greater number are in the contro of the circle, Dy pern}l)anill f earth formed round the tope by the demolition of the mound
€y Were removed for Dr. Burgess’s operations. . (3) The atl-,l o seshould be gently sloped off so as to prevent the falling in
7. T cannot believe that the shattered condition of the masonry and its carvillgs o g; g:sthy?{fch as has occurred during the last rains. This will probablly
Original Cause of the Ruin of the Tope can be attributed to the natives oitA'm:ru; L lead to ’the discovery of more stones (,1 two ﬁes}ir’:irtlge‘f‘)yhgl(llr bff;:kgirzti éY
. vt . is : . my vi . :
that the grandfather of (1, prosent, Zemindas ‘i:tl:n :wl:: :1;1};1 u;‘x;g:lr{‘ 01‘1;3(1}::01‘ nd stone o revealed mﬁhetbank and were got out during my y
rom the.central mound to build hig valace and for the purposc of udding to the temple e o et
closg to it, but he would have been sim A

i ted round the ruins and have
ply concerned in gotting the material an 4) A mas:;)nry Wa;%esz\;eﬁl eff(fr%lllgg Ii}il::llgcll)(e ;ll'gckey' .,
. e of the sun o e stone blocks ho demo s : | Near this gats hould be a small house for the native custodians.
tion of the ound as well as the ruin of the surroyy li ili 1 entrances ha (5) Near this gate sho
been effected before we ' Ung rutlings anc

iver- hould, if free to do
‘ e | i 175 carved stones at the river-bank, I s ,
elieyc that the req) ot knew of the tope through Colonel Muckenzic in 18163 11. In regard to the 175 ca

1 t what I thought best, take them back to the
lamglr, conquered fhe (reslm','/era were Hhe .Jfaluzmnmrlmm, who, under the IoOnoCl?ﬂ. sito of the tope and send casts of them to

etri . Disposal of the Sculptures at the River-bank. ' '
Sl i, s . v i th Lt of Kon the Madras and other Museums where Asiatic antiquities are appreciated.  This course

ighbourhood,
Such dcstruction, as Alam

‘ y the_structure. will not be pro-
1 idod- . d to Government. The conservation of "

. EIr was wont to dey] , » hated idod 1 strongly commen " . ¢ parts, and I do mot see what special
wol‘@hlpp(\rs’. would have left the sculptures “:mt;ox:l ':)Iutue(;nmﬁs t(:f ut\h( The subse- ‘ moted by still further scatlering Ztstﬁl;mg'oiggalgio the Madras Museum as proposed.
Q}}ent demolition of the central mound by the Zemindar would have '(‘lo;pred thom up : benefit will be secured byhremov:risgn ortant and ornate Buddhist Momment Lk o
:Vl?h layers of earth and debris, to whicl, the subsoquent (,x,,,l\,;(ié,,l of- the tank 11 The Amardvati Tope is the most imp exist. in the Madras Prosidency, and the
e b 0 B o ) o . 19 T o i, T e o gl S

iginal plaoes . orfall that the excavation 0 over 1o stones from thei : : in India and in
original places : that 1l s«nlll»(t u(r;; x\lr:it&nr;) ';»rfo l“t-;(h:-: ol\lut t_\:r'uud ;ml ht();l}(l: ;,':[;an% 0 ledged by having casts of its best sculptures made for Museums
EXcavation; apd that (he cent ) S0 Were not mjured by the o ) Europe. . o
. 4 tat ral ‘eviouslv die , elic O ' . s
Stones were foung o Its site. + mound bud prey oty disappeared, uud no r j ‘ 12, Any attempt to restore the structure-t—'mélesti;tft)srrlr)lzisgg:itti%fg?g:ftligﬁta};
| ‘ i ‘ . certainty 1
8. Some mischiof has, wo doubt, been Perpetrated by nitives using the lime-8ton¢ Repairs. portions—is most und(isu‘able, l'b‘;ltl ths
. L ALYe ilfu T s : ; ili inth an
1 believe 1hay the pri v CMPDINE of sculptures has oceurreds to ’ their retention at the Amardvati enclosure wou ly placed h
; ] oy oas causc: e ' woking ; i ] igi sitions and were merely placed on the
o ot 0 S by U o Lk f thy e ot i ths aiginlsrutaral pos
17" . . . (Y& (74 0 1 N re R ) .
z; 'ti}e? )olzl, there is nothing unusual in the climate to (:aus[:)) :;);i;iu'; ’:lc(n‘m:iomtinn to 1’"‘} ‘ ground so as to be easily insp.
1e masonry carvings which Government may see The

13. It would be expedient to have all the best Amardvati sculptures photo-
question of lyea] custody

k to presorve on the spot. 2 an graphed, and, if the recommendations in

7] e(z:vily disposed of, by the Provision of a substantial wall,

fod| ‘ble to Photographs. this note are adopted, ccf)fmplezioil photo-
o yostodian to keep the key.  The place i 8 seesst o eneficial effect of the reme-
?t"i; 11‘(01'1?1 oY Who wishes to pass nwa,;' his time in l(m&?n(;'il:gngg :Jl:::leyd (:urfxwesy u ;  graphs should illustrate the condition of the toPeI:mZ tél:og professional photographer
ally SUrprising to me how little evidence there is of damaee £ this kind. " Fies. Tt woul d, however, be mnecessary, to employ £ Government for opis
% Dr. Bur gess’s intenti e o tS ow to take the negatives (which should become the proplerty 0 atisfactory and n(}))t Wort%
R 8 Intentions were to have removed the 175 st<)x.1es~;)ﬂnk by a permanent process), as amateur work is usually uns y
o Shones to Madray tukm‘lhalf e away to tho river- ‘:hc using for purposes of publication. ; )
Tadys —and t av sDosite ) t : . : it
gf?j ﬁl?s?ll,lzegm} 1 4o not know whore they “O‘hd }())0 Iﬁ'i:«?d (;Ltptul:t}v(lla(itr}:;éni\f:seuma 14. It will be necessary to charge a SP:}CIBH;L ojﬁ;egl;}:zilggsthaz gug eo ai?:\;);:rieﬁ:
"ea a t 4 (32015 . . e ’
ere, howeper y Ulpr 00 overcrowded, unless they were displaycd in the open grounds. Special Offcer for Repairs, 1 T boge, be nndortaken at ouo oS
town. Ag T Y woulr{ be subject to the more destryct;pe abmospheric conditions of 0 P i, babl 1’)9 some Rs. 5.000
a3 originats jwa(:';; szt;:‘e[(}ﬁm my notetpp An}s}révati of the 11th ay, casts are as good . cost, exclusive of casts and PhqtonghY; will probably » 9, VUL,
© 2 many Museumg inc I[; lg{; Osgi s_and, if casting is undertaken, copies can be sen:

D Europe li The ; ~

removal Tope as like to pay the cost of a set. ;

favor, aviz(f tgl::; Zt&zizvﬁf-"} Amardvat has, [ submit, bl:xtya single argument in it: [ . *

future, ap v 'ustiﬁeda'l 18 at present Very inaceessible. Looking, however, to the )
: ] L Supposing that Amar_évgzti and the fertile Kistna Distric ' Captain, R.E.,

nnual revenue of over forty lakhs o s con,  tha S lth, and is now

1 1s nov , . Curator of Ancient Monuments in India,
Tupees, the third richest dlstrm{::a 1 L W F e ' :
Coast, the line of rg: © connectcd as proposed with the Eas Exd, J. W. Fischer.
a1l . . . ek t ;
to travellers an d Seiva:t:?, must pass near Amurdvati and so make it casily acoessible
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