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Fort Saint George, Public Conswltation of 30tk October 1857.

™

No.5¢.  Read the following letter from HERBERT RORERTS, Eaq., Honorary Secre-
tary to the Committee for establishing Pablic Rooms in Madras; 6 the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, dated 29th Septembcr 1857. .

Siz, ‘ : L

I bave the honor to request by desire of the Sub-Committee for the Establishment of
Public Rooms at Madras, that you will be so good s to lay the following subject before the
Government. The want of Public Rooms has long been felt, and the sum of 13,000 Rupees
baving been already subscribed for the purchase or erection of a suitable building shows the
interest the community generally take in the subject. It was originally intended as mentioned
at the first Public Meeting to ask pecuniary assistance from the Government, but it was decided
at & Mecting of the Sub-Committee held yesterday morning to solicit the Government to aid
them in their endeavours by giving over to them for the object in view the room known as
“The College Hall,” 4nd two or three smaller ones in the same building, now out of use.
Should the Government be so good as to comply with their request, they feel assured that they
will be able to collect ample funds to enlarge and put in perfect repair the present building so as
to render it in every respect suitable for the requirements of the Public.

With the humble request that you will lay the matter before the Government.

(Signed) HERBERT ROBERTS,

Honorary Secretary to the Cammitios Jor
Establisking Public Rooms in Madras.

No. 55. Orpxr THEREON, No. 1402 ; dated 20th October 1857.

The Committee for the establishment of Public Rooms ask the Government to make over
to them the Hall of the building known at Madras as * The College,” and two or three small
rooms in the same building. Should the Government comply with this request, the Committee
foel assured that the public will come forward with ample subacriptions to fit the rooms upin a
manner suitabls to the requirements of the Society of the place.

2. The Governor in Council deems it inexpedient to comply with the fomgoing request,
being of opinion that occasional inconvenience to the public service would Yesult from placing
the premises indicated, especially the * College Hall,” unreservedly at the disposal of the
Committee. - : '

First, in regard to the various rooms of the building, considered apart from the “Hajl ”
On the ground {loor a great portion of the available space is taken up by the Library of the
Madras Literary Society, to accommodate the Members of which, the Office of the College
Council, now the “Board of Examiners” has been long 2go removed into a cauple of smai]
rooms, originally, it is believed, used as pantries when the House was in the occapation of the
gentleman who built it and from whom it was purchased by Government. These rooms are
altogether inadequate to the Board's establishment, and the Board's records are obliged, it is saig,
to be piled together in a manner extremely unfavorable to accessibility. The business of the
Board, meanwhile is daily increasing, and the recent rules for the examination of the Uncove.
nanted Services which come into operation at the beginning of the next year, will greatly
add to it. It is necessarv that its Office should be removed upstairs and be Placed in one of the
suites of rooms lately vacated hy Dr. Hunter,

3. Upstairs, again, two of the rooms are occupied by the Revd. My, Taylor, who is
engaged in preparing a Catalogue of the Board’s Oriental M.S.S, Library, and another Toom is
about to be placed at the disposal of Mr. Wall, the Government Coal and Mineral Viewer, It
is in contemplation on the completion of Mr. Taglor's Iabours, to remove the M.S.S. above refer.
red to from the godowns or detached buildings they are now in, to some of these upper rooms :
and in any case it is always convenient to Government to possem in a centrical part of the tovm,
a suite of rooms which they can lend asan office to gentlemen engaged by them in Iny,
miscellaneous service.
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4. Secondly, as to the * -

years past been placed te r: r(;:i;lcgc Hall lt.self. This portion of the building has for 30
As.semblie’r Concerts, Tbealt):' cal y at the service of the public by Government, for Meetin

privilege. But the Govemm:::: s, &c., and there is no present intention of \\;th:lm‘\\'iu : Lﬁ:
POW and then—to say nothing of J:m-nm consent to part with the Hall permanently ;'\cr\'
in a building so large a porti go c e -mco_nvenience of suffering the location of “I’ uhi ) Ro:) w
have occasion to use it tiem:rl‘v:s ‘Z:‘l;(‘h lsdde\'otcd to Governmental purpo,c,,__ﬂ“l.lGl:‘.cm“:‘:“
space will be indispensable to ‘he’Boa;du:f ;; xti;;::e\:‘. Examination rules above adverted to, the

(Signed) F. MALTBY,
Acting Chief Secretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge,

T ) “ :.Q/
. ;\.A' - )
.6 v / Municipal Opice,
a3rd January 1852.

DEAR SIR,

A Meeling il be held in the Chamber of Comunerce
at 5 p.m.on Friday, the 27th Instant, to discuss the

project of crecting a Tawn Hall Jor Madras, and the

favour of your presence ¢ specially req nested.
Iam
Yours juithfully,
A. T. ARUNDEL,

DPresident, M. C.
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